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Palm Sunday: When the crowd gets it right 
by Doug Munton 

The crowd is often wrong. Popular opinion frequently misses the truth. And 
unfortunately, it seems that unrighteousness is usually trending. 
From the earliest days of human history that has been so. The crowd was wrong 
in the days of Noah, as was the gathering at Babel. Godliness was often forsaken 
in the days of the prophets, and the dominant culture was usually wrong the days 
of the early church. 
But the crowds that gathered as Jesus entered Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday 
got it gloriously right.  
The crowds that gathered in the city just days later would call for the murder of 
Jesus. Many political and religious leaders would exult in His crucifixion. But on 
that first Palm Sunday the gathered people welcomed the Messiah and Savior of 
the world. 
Let’s note three ways the crowd got it right on that first Palm Sunday as we 
consider our response to Jesus on this Palm Sunday.  
The crowd was right to give honor. 
The people got word that Jesus was entering the city and they immediately 
stepped forward to honor Him. He entered on a borrowed donkey which both 
fulfilled Old Testament prophecy and spoke to humility. People rushed to cushion 
each step by placing palm branches and even their own cloaks on the ground 
before Him. 
We rightly honor Jesus by our care for the things of God. When we care more 
about the glory of the Lord than our own comfort, we honor Him. When we 
sacrifice our time and energy and possessions, we honor Him. When we look for 
ways to bless His work, we honor Him. 
I pray you will honor the Lord with your life this Palm Sunday and Easter season. 
Honor Him by loving the things that matter. Honor Him with your sacrifice for 
the things that count. Honor Him with a bent knee and a giving heart. On Palm 
Sunday we remember all that Jesus is and all that He has done. And we honor that 
memory and that mission as we gather with the crowd.  
The crowd was right to worship. 
The people began a spontaneous worship service as Jesus passed by on the first 
Palm Sunday. They sang out snatches of the Psalms. Their cries of “Hosanna” — 
a word of praise from the Hebrew word for “salvation” — rang out above the 
noise. They sensed the working of God to save mankind from sin and could not 
contain songs of loudest praise. 
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Calvary Calendar for March

Calvary will remain closed until further notice.
The “live” video taping of the guest pastors will continue as long as possible and will be available on 

Sunday morning on Facebook, YouTube, or the Calvary webpage.

Sunday, March 7 11 am Communion Sunday - Guest Pastor: Reverend  Fred Weimert

Sunday, March 14 11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend  Steve Hollaway

Sunday, March 21 11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend Dr. James Di Raddo

Sunday, March 28 11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend Dr. James Di Raddo

I hope you will worship the Lord joyfully this Palm Sunday and Easter season. He is worthy of all your 
praise. By His death, we can find life. By His work, we can find meaning and purpose in the work of our 
lives. By His resurrection, we have power over death and the grave. We have ample reason to praise our 
Messiah, Savior and Lord. 
When you gather for worship on Sunday, remember who Jesus is and what He has done. And praise Him 
from the depth of your heart. Jesus told the skeptical Pharisees who hated this praise that the rocks 
would cry out if the people didn’t. We have a reason to sing and a reason to shout and Palm Sunday 
reminds us of this privilege. Let no stone be needed to take your place in worship. Praise His name fully 
and powerfully. 
The crowd was right to proclaim. 
Matthew’s Gospel tells us the city was shaken by the crowd’s praise. People asked who it was that 
passed by. The crowd proclaimed, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee!” (Matthew 
21:11). 
We gather in worship on Palm Sunday and the Easter season to proclaim the message of Jesus. We 
proclaim the Gospel message that Jesus is God’s only begotten Son, that He died to pay the penalty for 
our sins, that He was buried but that He rose from the dead on the third day. We proclaim Christ as our 
Savior and as our King. We proclaim that He is the only hope for the world. We proclaim that He will 
return one day to claim His own and that those who repent of their sins and place their faith in Him will 
live for eternity with Him in heaven. This is our proclamation in song and sermon and life. 
The crowd got it right on that first Palm Sunday. Let’s gather this week with other believers and all those 
who will hear and, together, honor and worship and proclaim the name of Jesus. There will be no need 
for stones to take our place. 

Doug Munton is first vice president of the Southern Baptist Convention and pastor of First Baptist 
Church in O’Fallon, IlI. posted April 7, 2017  
https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/palm-sunday-when-the-crowd-gets-it-right/

Joanna Tang Xie will be dedicated at Sunday’s service in March 7, 2021. 
The family is blessed  that they can do this before returning home! 
        Submitted by Ann Ray
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from the Church Council 

๏ The Sanctuary lights have been upgraded for better lighting  

๏ Don DiRaddo has agreed to fill the Church Council Position for Outreach (acting until 
we are opened and have a Congregation Meeting so we can vote). 

๏ There are still open council positions for: 

✦ Church and Family Life 
✦ Adult Education 
✦ Operations 

๏ The Church Council plans to continue having monthly zoom meetings the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month at 6 pm for the near future. (This date/time may change on council 
members’ work schedules). 

๏ If you have any questions or items to bring to the Council’s attention, please contact one 
of the council members listed on the front page of this newsletter.

 
The Akaolisas have a new home! 
5 Topwood Ct. 
Parkville, MD 21234-1432 

PLEASE update your Church Directory with this address!! 

Dave Glenn was at church all weekend.. boiler problem..!Fred would like 
a note of thanks to him for his diligent work to secure repair of our boiler 
to assure there was heat in the building 
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GREAT HYMNS OF OUR FAITH  

Oh, How I Love Jesus            red hymnal, no. 217 

This is a beautiful old hymn that was written in either the late 1800's or early 1900's, but it has a timeless 
message that continues to be most appropriate for us as twenty first century Christians. The name of 
Jesus is the sweetest name to a believer. This is the One the angels worship, the One who spoke the 
whole universe into being. One day, every knee will bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ IS 
Lord! For us, as believers, that will be a wonderful privilege, when our faith is changed to sight, we see 
Him as He is, and are able to praise and worship Him with our eyes opened, so to say. We will finally be 
able to praise and worship Him the way we long to do now! 

While we still dwell below, it is our great joy and privilege to praise Him. Truly, the name of Jesus IS the 
sweetest sound to us. We love to hear His name spoken in praise and worship, we love to proclaim just 
who He is, we love to sing songs about Him. The refrain continues the theme of our declaration of our 
love for Jesus, and answers just why we love Him so. We love Him, because He first loved us--with a 
love so great and broad we cannot even imagine it, nor could we ever measure it. We are safe in Him 
forever, surrounded and engulfed by His great love. 

Verse 2 tells us what Jesus, in His great love for us, has done. He gave His life, and shed His precious 
blood to be the perfect atonement for all our sins. And all means all! When Jesus died for us, all our 
sins--past, present, and future--were nailed to the cross, and completely dealt with forever. When we 
choose to put our complete trust in Him, we are new creations in Him--cleansed, renewed and forgiven. 

Verse 3 continues with Jesus' wonderful guidance in our lives. Even though we still live in a fallen, 
imperfect world, we still have the light of His love. Sometimes when our path is dark, it can still yield 
sunshine, because our lives are in His hands. God's ways are good, and they will be accomplished. We 
can't always see just how this will come about, but we can always trust Him. 

Verse 4 tells us that we do not have a distant Savior who simply watches us with detachment from 
somewhere on the sidelines. No, we have a Savior who loves us so much that He feels our deepest 
pain. Just as a loving parent takes no pleasure in punishing a wayward child, God Himself does not 
delight in our troubles. Rather, He so intimately identifies with us that He bears a part in all our sorrows. 

Yes, we DO love Jesus!--We love to hear His name, to praise and worship Him, to sing hymns of praise 
to Him. He delights in our praises, and it gives us joy unspeakable to know we can bring Him joy and 
delight when we draw near to Him, and worship Him. He is our wonderful Lord and Savior; may He be 
praised forever! 

Joyce Keedy 
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There will be more information in the next couple of months.The deadline for this offering is May 31.  
If you would like to donate, please write “AFC” on the memo line of your check. 
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Concerning Easter Lilies, this year Calvary will be following the same 
plan that we followed for our Christmas Poinsettias. Unfortunately, at 
this time our church is still closed due to Covid 19 and we are unable to 
accept flower donations from  members. However, Easter Lilies will be 
displayed for Easter Day on the Baptismal Ledge in honor of and in 
memory of all of Calvary's loved ones. We look forward to the day when 
we can open our doors and carry on as we did before.      

Calvary Kids 

Mr. Bruce is planning another virtual cooking adventure for everyone !!!  He had so much fun 
with the virtual pie-making activity he is planning something similar for the Easter season...an 
Edible Easter Garden !!! Keep a lookout for an email from him for all the details. We plan to meet 
together on-line as before and have some fun together. We will do a porch drop off of the supplies 
you will need ! We hope you can join us !!!
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ACTC News

actc316@gmail.com


