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Freedom in Christ 

           So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
            Free indeed.” John 8:36 

     In just a few days Independence Day will be upon us. It will be a day of 
cookouts, family get togethers, and of course fireworks. It is the day we 
commemorate the signing of the Declaration of Independence, the day we 
celebrate our country’s birthday. It is also a day we give thanks for the freedom 
and liberties this country has to offer. Freedoms made possible by those brave men 
and women who paid the ultimate price so that we might enjoy the liberties that 
we do. 
     Now as wonderful and precious as that freedom we enjoy as citizens of this 
land is, think of the freedom that can be found in Jesus Christ. A freedom spoken 
of in our above passage where Jesus says, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.” The good news is in Jesus our Lord, the believer can be set free from 
sin, the penalty of sin which is death, and guilt. 
     As believers in Jesus Christ we have been called to pass on this freedom found 
in Christ alone by proclaiming the Gospel to all that we know. I can’t think of a 
better message than that, no wonder the word Gospel means good news. 
     All this being so let us as believers walk in the joy of that freedom found in our 
Lord and Savior and let us pass on this message each and every day as His 
Church. Just think of the lives that can be restored with the message of the Gospel. 
     It is my prayer that each and every one would have a safe and happy 
Independence Day. I look forward to getting to know each and every one of you at 
Calvary Baptist Church as we proclaim the freedom found in Christ our Lord. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Will and family 
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L to R:  Ruth goes by Ruthie (daughter), Pastor Will, and Annette

(pronounced “Huff” )
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Youth Day - June 13, 2021 Creation and Mankind  

From the Beginning Until Now!

Naomi Akaolisa

Leona & Heather Mager

Harley and Charley Holmes

Dan Akaolisa
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Harley Holmes

Charley Holmes

Faith Akaolisa

Dan Akaolisa

Naomi Akaolisa

Leona & her mom, Heather

Leona Mager

Becca & Drew Wright 

(Hidden snake & God/Jesus)

Youth Day - June 13, 2021 Creation and Mankind  

From the Beginning Until Now!
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GREAT HYMNS OF OUR FAITH       
 "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling"     (Red hymnal, No. 208) 

We are loved even more than we could ever imagine! The love our Savior has for us is beyond all 
measure, beyond all time and space. This beautiful hymn reminds us of this amazing fact. It opens by 
telling us that Jesus' love for us exceeds all other kinds of love. He is the joy of Heaven!  He is the only 
One worthy of all worship. And this same One, whom Heaven worships and adores mad the choice to 
come down to where we are, to rescue us, so that we might be able to live in His glorious presence 
forever. Jesus' great love for us and compassion toward us caused Him to offer Himself to be our 
salvation. Truly this is the greatest gift we can ever receive, the only gift we will ever need. The first 
verse closes by inviting Jesus to visit us with His salvation, and to "enter ev'ry trembling heart." 

The second verse addresses the work of the Holy Spirit. As believers, we are promised the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives, to dwell within us. Through the Holy Spirit's work in us, we find rest, and 
even though we must still live in these mortal bodies, and are still subject to the struggle of our old sin 
nature, we have a new desire for the holy things of God. We want to live lives pleasing to Him, to 
praise Him, to worship Him. He is our beginning and ending, the very Source of our being, as the 
hymn words it, our Alpha and Omega. But oh, He is so much more! He is before the beginning and 
after the ending, and all things in between! Only He can free us, and as the hymn so beautifully tells us 
"set our hearts at liberty." 

Verse 3 looks forward to that wonderful day which is surely coming, when Jesus comes for His 
church!  He has promised us He will return and take us to be with Him forever, and this is a promise 
which cannot fail. That glorious day IS coming, perhaps even sooner than we think! He will "suddenly 
return", our faith will be changed to sight, we will behold Him as He is, and we will never again have 
to dwell away from His wonderful presence! We will bless Him forever, worship, praise, and serve 
Him as the hosts of Heaven now do, and rejoice as we realize the fullness of His perfect love. Here, we 
have our ankles in the very shallow parts of the ocean, there, we will be surrounded by its fullness, or 
rather His fullness. 

Verse 4 continues the theme---our prayer is to be completed in our Lord. Right now, we still see 
ourselves as the deeply flawed human beings we are--we are sinners saved by grace, but we know all 
too well our weaknesses and our failings. Jesus knows this, too;  but when we put our full trust in Him, 
He has forgiven us, saved us, and removed our sins from us as far as the east is from the west, never to 
be remembered again. When He looks at us, He rejoices to see us in our completed form, dressed in 
His righteousness, crowned with His love, pure and spotless in His sight. The hymn concludes with the 
confidence of knowing we will take our place In Heaven with the One we love more than life itself.  
We will finally be able to praise and worship Him the way we long to do now, and it will be our great 
joy to take any crowns we may have been given, and place them before Him as a wonderful act of 
worship!  May we always and forever rejoice in our matchless Lord and Savior Jesus, as we joyfully 
await the fulfillment of all His promises to us! 

Joyce Keedy

On April 29, 2011, millions of people around the world turned on their televisions to watch one of the most 
anticipated spectacles of the year: the wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton. The ceremony featured a 
number of hymns, one of which was “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” a hymn that is both appropriate and 
seemingly paradoxical for a wedding. This ceremony was so celebrated because it represented the “dream” for 
romance - a prince finding his princess, true loves coming together, and a couple rising above the odds to be together. 
This, we argue so easily, is love. And yet this hymn reorients us to see that this beautiful wedding and marriage is 
only, and can only ever be, a reflection of the Love above all loves. We are only able to love one another because 
Christ first loved us. God is love, and we are the mirrors and bearers of that love to each other. Let us pray that we 
would continually be filled with Love, that we might bless each other, and become more and more like He who loves 
us.
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Calvary Missions


