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120 W. Pennsylvania Avenue, Towson, Maryland 21204 
Phone: 410-825-3360 or 410-823-5282 

11 am Sunday Worship  
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 

8:30 am – 2 pm 

Calvary Baptist Church 
Find Your Heart in the Heart of Towson – Join Us for Sunday Worship Service

A Christian Prayer for the New Year 

Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need of Your 
presence and Your guidance as we face the future. 

We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that is ahead of us-but You alone know what it 
holds for us, and only You can give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. 
So help us to humbly put our hands into Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for our lives 
during this coming year. 

In the midst of life's uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of Your unchanging love. 

In the midst of life's inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to turn to You for the stability 
and comfort we will need. 

In the midst of life's temptations and the pull of our stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way but to 
have the courage to do what is right in Your sight, regardless of the cost. 

And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows and injustices of 
our hurting world, and help us to respond with compassion and sacrifice to those who are friendless and 
in need. May our constant prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist: "Teach me, O Lord, to follow your 
decrees; then I will keep them to the end" (Psalm 119:33). 

We pray for our nation and its leaders during these difficult times, and for all those who are seeking to 
bring peace and justice to our dangerous and troubled world. We pray especially for Your protection on 
all those who serve in our armed forces, and we thank You for their commitment to defend our 
freedoms, even at the cost of their own lives. Be with their families also, and assure them of Your love 
and concern for them. 
Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater vision of what You would have us to be. Your 
Word reminds us that “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord" (Psalm 33:12). 

Inclement Weather Notice 
Programs will be cancelled when Baltimore County Schools are closed or dismissed early. If schools 
are two hours late, programs will continue as scheduled. 
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As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness to us-far beyond what we have 
deserved. May we never presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your mercies to us, but may 
they instead lead us to repentance, and to a new commitment to make You the foundation and center 
of our lives this year. And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new year, 
and we look forward to it with expectancy and faith. This I ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, 
who by His death and resurrection has given us hope both for this world and the world to come. 

- Billy Graham 

“For more prayers like these, visit www.jesuitresource.org”  

Used with permission.  

       Lectionary Readings for January

Jan. 5:     Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesian 1:3-14; John 1:1-18 
Jan. 12:   Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43: Matthew 3:13-17 
Jan. 19:   Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
Jan. 26:   Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 

Improvement to Keep People Connected, but your HELP is needed 

Realizing that not everyone has email I plan to restart the Telephone Prayer Chain. 
This would be expanded to keep people informed of other changes/happenings  
(birth, death, program changes) within Calvary that are not in the Calvary Newsletter. 
I realize there are some people who have email but don’t check it on a regular basis 
so they may be missing out on important information. 
PLEASE, I need your help because I do not know if you want to be part of this 
“system.” 

YOU must let me know if you want to be included in the Calvary ”Staying Connected Telephone Chain” 
and also if you would be willing to help me make phone calls to others in the chain. This would help me 
greatly and help prevent delays. 
Everybody at Calvary is important and I realize we have some in the congregation that don’t attend on a 
weekly basis (shut-ins, health issues, travel, family events, etc.) so they may be missing announcements 
and updates in the church bulletin. 

“So we should always pray for each other because prayer creates unity. As we pray for one another, the 
very act of praying for someone else builds the love in your heart for that person.” 
from Mark Ballenger “Intercessory Prayer” 

Wendy Wallace 
410-321-0043  

Please leave a message on my phone if I do not answer. (I don’t answer the phone if I don’t recognize the 
number to avoid all the spam calls.) You could also call the church office or your deacon and ask them to 
inform me that you want to participate in the ”Staying Connected Telephone Chain.” 

http://www.jesuitresource.org/
http://www.jesuitresource.org/
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Calvary Calendar for January and February and Upcoming Events
Each Wednesday starting 
January 8 10:30-11:30 am Bible Study led by Joyce Keedy

Sunday, January 5 11 am Communion Sunday  - Guest Pastor: Reverend Fred Weimert 
Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall after the service

Sunday,  January 12 11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend  Suhas Valvi

Saturday, January 18 9:30 am Directors Meeting

Sunday, January 19 11 am Worship Service  - Guest Pastor: Reverend Suhus Valvi 
Congregational Meeting to vote for officers in the Sanctuary after the service

Monday, January 20 Church office closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Sunday, January 26 11 am Worship Service  - Guest Pastor: Reverend Stephen Hollaway *

Sunday, February 2 11 am Communion Sunday  - Guest Pastor: Reverend Fred Weimert

Sunday, February 9 11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend  Suhas Valvi

Sunday, February 16 11 am Worship Service  - Guest Pastor: Reverend Stephen Hollaway

Monday, February 17 Church office closed for President’s Day

Sunday, February 23 11 am Worship Service -  Guest Pastor: Dr. James DiRaddo *

The Rev. Jim Di Raddo has been preaching for over 67 years. For 25 years he was an evangelist 
and 30 years a pastor in the Presbyterian Church, USA. Currently he is an honorably retired 
member of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. During the time he was a pastor and for years after 
retirement from pastoral work, he taught as an adjunct professor at Eastern Baptist Seminary (now 
Palmer Theological Seminary.) For over 50 years he has been traveling reguarly to India and other 
countries around the world training pastors and developing disciple making communities. Presently, 
with his wife, Colleen Di Raddo, Ph.D., who for years was Associate Dean at Eastern Seminary, he 
is involved in facilitating the Kairos Course. The focus of Kairos is mobilizing churches for the 
Mission of reaching out to others.You will have the opportunity to hear him speak on February 23rd.

Rev. Stephen Hollaway is a retired American Baptist pastor from Harbor Church in Block Island , 
R I. He and his wife , Becca , now live in Mt. Vernon Place, Baltimore City. He is best known for 
his work in expanding and enlivening Harbor Church Block Island . Just a few examples: He 
organized and managed the International Student Center as well as organized the Student Night 
Dinner Program twice a week at the church. He also launched the Common Ground Coffee House 
at the church. But it is his preaching that stands out significantly: his sermons are thought 
provoking and intellectually stimulating encouraging his listeners to think about familiar Bible 
passages in new ways with current day viewpoints. He has served in ministry over 40 years. He is 
also a poet and naturalist. We hope everyone will come hear him speak at Calvary.... you will have 
the opportunity on Sunday, January 26th  and February 16th. 

Guest Pastors
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Deacon’s Family List

Paul Akaolisa 
443-208-4228

Phyllis Cooper 
443-986-0720

Cheryl Dunkin 
410-456-6058

Tammy Geelhaar 
410-668-8245

Nancy Medinger 
410-530-3540

Bruce & Susan 
Edwards

Merv & Orfelina 
Bridges

Ann Earles Emily Armstrong Elizabeth Amos

Hap La Fon Don DiRaddo Nancy 
Edwards

Ann & David 
Coughlin

Lynette Earles

David Glenn Tom & Justin  
Proveaux

Mary Ellen 
Ensor

Catherine Ebelein Julie Doumani

Craig Howard Brenda Rann Nancy Clarke Melissa & Pat 
Hillman

Carrie Engle

Sam Jackson Casey Scagnelli Mary Frantz Joyce & Ginny 
Keedy

Tamar Hale & Harley 
Holmes

Beth Kuhn Alta Schuster Rudraksha 
Jhaveri

Donna O’Laughlin Dianne Mathaney

Lucy Miller Drew & Becca 
Wright

Doris & Paul 
Hoyer

Marie & David 
Stockdale

Kevin & Heather Mager

Fred & Ann Ray Wendy 
Wallace

Jennifer Watts Bob & Helen Ross

George Stover Marcy Wylie Dessie Tegtmeier

Tyrone Walker Ann Walker

Kathy Wright

A Message of Reassurance from the Calvary Council 

Calvary’s phone numbers and email address with remain the same. There will be 
someone assigned to check email and phone messages during the hours Calvary is 
closed. 

Terry Duncan
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Drew Wright gave an update from the Pastor Search Committee at the Congregation Meeting on 
12/15 

The search committee meets weekly. They met with Dr. James Harrison about two weeks ago. 
The committee will be asking the congregation to complete a new pastor survey form as 
recommend by Dr. Harrison. We will be using guest pastors 3-4 months; possibly through 2020, 
and an interim pastor for 6-9 months. 
Please feel free to speak with any member of the search committee with your suggestions, 
questions, or concerns (Don DiRaddo, Terry Duncan, Susan Edwards, Tammy Geelhaar,  
Rudraksha Jhaveri or Drew Wright). There are also Pastor Search Suggestion Boxes in the 
vestibule at the front door and near the mailboxes in the Education Wing near the back of the 
church. 

There is a “Pastoral Change Process” you can view to keep you updated on the process. 
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Calvary Children & Youth Christmas Program 
December 8
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Pie Making, Dinner Prep and Calvary Christmas Dinner 

   December 7-8


