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Pastor Will’s day off will be on Fridays

From: The Pastor’s Study 
  

In This Time 
  

“But when the set time had fully come,  
God sent his Son, born of a woman,  
born under the law,  
to redeem those under the law,  
that we might receive adoption to sonship.” 

   Galatians 4:4-5 
  
  Well, the Advent Season is upon us. The time of year that Christians 
commemorate the coming of Jesus into this world in which we live. (That is what 
the word “Advent” means: “The arrival of a notable person, thing, or event. 
In this case the arrival of Christ.) 

 The above passage tells us that Christ came to this world at just the right 
time, and it really was, just consider the facts. 
  
 At the coming of Christ, the world was experiencing what historians call 
“Pax Romana”- that is “Roman Peace.” Rome ruled the world, a fact that made the 
spread of the Gospel possible. 

  Under Roman rule its vast empire was connected by Roman roads, ranging 
from Europe in the West, all the way to and beyond Asia minor in the East. Along 
with this, ships were free to roam the Mediterranean Sea, making it possible for the 
early Christian missionaries to take the Gospel to every nook and cranny of their 
world. 

            Along with this, the empire knew and spoke a common international 
language, known as Greek. It was this that made it possible to communicate the 
Gospel with others from every part of that empire.
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This beautiful wall hanging was given to Calvary by Carol Weitzel.  
You will see it this Advent Season hanging as you enter through the vestibule. 

“The heavens declare . . . Man wonders…”

            Thirdly, the countries under Roman rule lived in relative peace. With Rome in charge, countries were 
careful to avoid military conflict among themselves. Thus, the average person was free to contemplate the 
teachings of this new faith, which had taken the world by storm. 
 Yes, it was the perfect time for Jesus to be born, demonstrated by the fact that our God had and still has 
perfect timing  It is this fact that helps the believer to wait patiently on the Lord. A fact that helps the believer 
to be patient, when God might answer their prayer request with the word “wait.” May we remember this truth, this 
Advent season and beyond. 
  
Christmas Blessings, 
Pastor Will 

Pastor Will is planning on doing 
Christmas Caroling on Saturday, 
December 18. Meet at Calvary at 4 pm. 

Annette Hough is planning on 
doing a craft of Christmas Card 
making on Saturday, December 
11 at 1 pm.
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Entering Calvary for Sunday Service

• Please take your bulletin as you enter BEFORE you sit down. Bulletins are sitting on the music 
stands at both entrances.

• The pews where you should NOT sit have been roped off and this should make it easier to find your 
seat. Please do not move the ropes. Let’s spread out to keep everyone safe and comfortable! 

• It is possible that Nursery Services can be provided for babies and toddlers under age 3 during 
church service. Please call Susan Edwards at 410-299-2598 to discuss details. Otherwise, we ask 
parents to keep babies and toddlers with them in church. 
After the main choir anthem is performed, children between the ages of 3 and 9 will be 
dismissed by the pastor for Children's Church. 

• There will be an offering box available at both entrances for your convenience. If you wish to leave 
an offering, please place it in the offering box as you enter or leave the sanctuary. Offering plates 
will not be passed.  

• On communion Sunday, if you wish to take communion please take a disposable pre-filled 
communion cup BEFORE you enter the sanctuary. Communion plates will not be passed. Please 
discard your communion cup in the waste basket when you exit the church.

The beautiful Crocheted Angel that 
hangs above the Baptistry was 
given to Calvary by Carol Weitzel 
in 1975.

Children’s and Youth Christmas Play 
….December 12th

Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace, Everlasting 
Father. . . .Even a brief reflection on the names of Jesus 
brings power and strength to our faith. Dove award-
winning writer Celeste Clydesdale has centered her 
newest Christmas musical, The Christmas County 
Spelling Bee, entirely around this theme.
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The beautiful Advent Wreath and brass stand used at Calvary was given to Calvary by Lucy Moore 
Miller, Dan Moore and Phyllis Cooper in 2010. Phyllis cross-stitched banners for the wreath  

(Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.) 

Advent Wreath 

The most significant tradition of the Advent season is the Advent Wreath. The wreath and candles are full of 
symbolism tied to the Christmas season. So what does the Advent Wreath symbolize? The wreath itself, which is made 
of various evergreens, signifies continuous life. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes 
the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life we find in Christ. Even the individual 
evergreens that make up the wreath have their own meanings that can be adapted to our faith. The laurel signifies 
victory over persecution and suffering. The pine, holly, and yew signify immortality and the cedar signifies strength 
and healing. The pine cones that decorate the wreath symbolize life and resurrection. The wreath as a whole is meant to 
remind us of both the immortality of our souls and God’s promise of everlasting life to us through Christ. 

Advent Candles 

The candles also have their own special significance. The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent, and one 
candle is lit each Sunday. Three of the candles are purple because the color violet is a liturgical color that signifies a 
time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice. 

• On the First Sunday of Advent, a purple candle is lit to celebrate Hope, the inspiring and uplifting hope that 
Christ among us represents.  

• On the Second Sunday of Advent, another purple candle is lit to celebrate Peace, both the Prince of Peace 
himself and the promise of peace on Earth.  

• On the Third Sunday of Advent, a pink candle is lit to celebrate Joy, the joy the shepherds received at hearing 
the news of Christ's birth, or the joy that God brings into our lives.  

• As the coming of Christ draws near, the final purple candle is lit on the Fourth Sunday of Advent to celebrate 
Love, both God's boundless love for us and our love for one another.  

Sometimes a white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath; this is a beautiful modern adaptation. The white candle 
is lit on Christmas Eve. This candle is called the “Christ Candle” and represents the life of Christ. The color white is 
for purity — because Christ is our sinless, pure Savior. 
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Christmas Shoeboxes

Helping Up Mission donations by Calvary

mailto:cbctiwsib@gmail.com
http://calvarybaptist-towson.org


Page 5 of 6 December Newsletter 2021

calvarybaptist-towson.org Email: cbctowson@gmail.com

Christmas Shoeboxes 2021

We filled 522 Christmas Shoeboxes this year. 
507 – shoeboxes will be shipped internationally
15 – shoeboxes will be given to a local church
 
Funds collected: $5760
Church donated: $4500 (for shipping costs)

Special thanks to Rudraksha for sponsoring this mission.
 
Special thanks to:
The kids & youth (Dan, Leona, Sarah, Marley, Harley, Charlie, Truman & 
Atticus)
Toan – for cleaning up after us
Wendy – for unpacking & printing 500 labels
Everyone who donated and came to help pack & deliver the shoeboxes. 

Winter Kits 2021
We donated the following to Helping Up Missions of Baltimore who assist 
homeless men in Baltimore.

Funds collected: $560 

300 pairs of socks 
60 hats 
60 gloves
60 fleece blankets
6 boxes of canned food 
3 boxes of winter clothing 

Calvary Missions continued
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