Calvary Baptist Church
Candlelight Christmas Service
December 24, 2016
Pre-Service Music
The pre-service music is offered to the Glory of God.
We ask that the congregation observe this time of offering in meditation and in silence.
I. ORGAN
“Prelude on a Chinese Christmas Carol”, T. Noble
II. SOLO
“O Holy Night”, Adam
Sydney Eifert
III. FLUTES
“Two Carols for Flutes”
Martha Wylie, Jennifer Watts, Drew Wright
IV. ORGAN
Christmas Carol from Slovakia
V. TRIO
“Bethlehem Wind”
Heather Mager, Becca Edwards, Drew Wright
VI. CHOIR and ORGAN
“Poor Little Baby”
VII. ORGAN
“Scottish Noel”

Prelude: French Renaissance Carol, arranged by Joyce Keedy
Welcome and Introduction: Pastor Sean Lee
Lighting of the Christ Candle: The Akaolisa Family

On this Christmas Eve we are joined by our Christian sisters and brothers around the world as
we remember and celebrate the birth of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Transcending
international boundaries, languages, cultures, races and tribes, we are united with all who have
received the gift of Jesus as Savior. We rejoice together as God’s faithful family around the
world! Tonight we will celebrate believing heart to another, as together we feel the love of God
embrace us all as His one family in Christ. The good news of Christ from his birth to His
resurrection relies upon love to be communicated. On this night the false barriers between us
seem to disappear and we understand that Christ connects us as one family living together for
His glory. What embodies the yearning of the human heart better than the Christmas message
of the babe born in the manger, bringing a message of peace on Earth and God’s good will to
those upon whom His favor rests? Then, as the hymn admonishes us, we can “Go Tell It on the
Mountain” that people of every kindred, race and tribe may know the love and grace of God
found through faith in Christ! Calvary Baptist Church, though small, has members from nearly
every continent on earth; it is truly reflective of God’s glory in the diverse faces of humanity. Yet,
Calvary is one congregation united through faith in Christ and love for one another! We gather
together not because we all look alike, but because in our very different faces we see the glory
of our same God and Father! Tonight we will sing songs, hymns, and carols that some of the
national and cultural heritages represented in the members of our congregation. These are a
rich and varied musical heritage from many countries; the dance carols of Scandinavia, the
Shepherd carols of Slavic lands, German lullaby carols, the posadas of Spanish speaking
countries, and many others. All that we offer in word and song is to sing the praises and adore
the Word of God that was made flesh in the babe of Bethlehem – the Lord Jesus.
Pastors Sean and Sarah Lee

Reading:
Luke 2:8-17
by Bruce Edwards
O Come All Ye Faithful - Such joy calls us to find our voice in singing this hymn
composed in Portugal. In Brazil, where Portuguese is the national language
“"presepios"” or nativity scenes are set up in church buildings and homes, plays
are performed of a shepherdess and a women who tries to steal the baby Jesus,
and firework displays follow the Mass of the Rooster.
Fum, Fum, Fum - In Spanish speaking lands such as Chile and Colombia where
services are called Novenas are attended for nine days before Christmas, and
Mexico where the procession called Posada is performed for nine days to
remember that Mary and Joseph had to search for lodging in the Inn at
Bethlehem, the hymn Fum, Fum, Fum would be familiar. In Spain where
Christmas Eve is called “Noche-buene” the birth of Christ is celebrated by
everyone gathering in the streets with tambourines, guitars and castanets,
and dancing to songs like Fum, Fum Fum!

Reading:
Genesis 3:8-15
Pastor
The Friendly Beast - Because of the curse upon all creation due to the sin of
Adam and Eve, all creation looked forward to the birth of Jesus that first
Christmas Eve so long ago. Indeed to this day, the color marking on the back
of donkey is in the shape of a cross. Many believe this was one of many that
God displayed the hope of salvation through the death of Jesus on the cross
in the beauty of His creation. Of course this only for those who have the yes of
faith to see. Indeed as Jesus rode the donkey into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday
to die, Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem for Jesus to be born. In England the
Christmas celebrations include Nativity Plays, carol services and candlelight services. As the
hymn from England, The Friendly Beast, reminds us even the animals welcomed Christ that
first Christmas. Listen to the beautifully simple message of the animals praise expressed in the
words of this hymn.
Reading:
John 1:1-14
Modupe McCracken
Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella - All creation rejoices at the birth of Jesus, even as all
creation will rejoice when He returns. But the Scriptures tell us that the angels in Heaven rejoice
over each person that repents from sin and turns to Jesus for forgiveness and reconciliation with
God. The Gospel of John describes Jesus as the light of the world in these verses. We
must each find the light of faith and come to Jesus. In southern India, Christians will
often place small oil-burning lamps on the flat roofs of their homes to show their
neighbors that Christ is the light of the world and in the city of Goa they hang large
paper lanterns in the shape of stars between the houses. In
France where Merry Christmas is ”Joyeux Noel” the custom is to
leave the yule log and Christmas candles burning all night, along with a
table containing food and drinks — not for Santa – but for Mary and baby
Jesus! As Sydney Eifert sings the beautiful French song, Bring a Torch,
Jeanette, Isabella, may we each seek and ponder the light of our salvation
in the person of Jesus.

Reading:
Isaiah 9:1-7
Pastor
Hark the Herald Angels Sing - Isaiah the Old Testament prophet foretold the
rejoicing that would result from the coming of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus.
Indeed the Angels sang at the birth to the shepherds with great rejoicing. Hark
the Herald Angels Sing is a great carol written by Charles Wesley in England.

Reading:
Isaiah 11:1-10
Pastor
He is Born - In Poland the four weeks before Christmas is spent not on
shopping but on spiritually preparing for the birth of Christ. Nativity scenes
are set silently and God’s people reflect and prepare them themselves for
the birth of Christ with a true sense of awe at the holy wonder of His birth.
He is Born is a Polish hymn.

Reading:
Luke 1:26-3
Tom Proveaux
O Sanctissima - In Italy great reverence is paid to Mary the Mother of Jesus
as Christmas is celebrated. For nine days prior to Christmas special worship
services called “Novenas” are held. Mary’s exemplary faith is told of in. A
beautiful tribute to the Virgin Mary is found in the hymn,
O Sanctissima, from the Island of Sicily in Italy. May this hymn inspire us to
trust God with abandon, as well.
Reading:
Matthew 1:18-25
Susan Edwards
Sweet Little Jesus Boy - Christmas Eve 1932 Robert McGimsey wrote the
words to a song in the style of his Southern roots here in America. It has been
adapted as an African American spiritual. It gives us an opportunity to look at
Christ’s birth with new eyes of understanding.

Good Christian Men Rejoice - In Germany, where the Christmas tree
and Advent calendar began to be used to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the
famous Christmas hymn Good Christian Men Rejoice was written.

Reading:
Matthew 2:1-11
Ida Kabore
Sing We Now of Christmas - The French Christmas
hymn Sing We Now of Christmas gives voice to the great gift of our Savior
Jesus. This hymn speaks of the Angel’s song, the visit to the manger by the
Shepherds, and the visit by the Magi. The French love to sing! Listen to the
words of this French hymn and journey with the Angels, Shepherds, and the
Magi to offer Jesus your heart and grateful praise this Christmas Eve!

Carol of the Bells - In Orthodox traditions of the Christian faith believers in
the Ukraine, celebrate Christ’s birth with a family meal known as a “Holy
supper” and the singing of many carols with ancient roots. Carol of the Bells
was written by the Ukrainian composer, Mkyola Leontovych.

Christmas Around the World - composed by Drew Wright. The Songs of “Let All
Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, Angels We Have
Heard On High” and “Arise Your Light Has Come”; as put to music from East Asia,
India, the Middle East, Caribbean and Africa.
Silent Night - a German hymn. In word and sound this carol
brings us in peace to the manger of our Lord. The words to this
immortal German Christmas carol were written by Jospeh Mohr and the tune
was written quickly on Christmas Even in 1818 by the church organist and
choir master, Franz Gruber because the organ was broken. So he composed
this song for the guitar. As we pass the light of candles let us be reminded of
Jesus, the light of the world. And may hearts be filled with calm assurance
that He is still born in the hearts of faith even this very night.

We Express Our Sincere Appreciation to:
•
•
•
•
•

members of the Flower Committee for the beautiful decorations
members of the Board of Deacons, who have made arrangements for this service
Special Musicians
the Readers
members of our Handbell Choir, Choir, Organist and Director, Joyce Keedy, and Drew
Wright, for their music.

Poor Little Baby
by Joyce Keedy

”In Him was life and the life was the light of men.
And the light shineth in darkness:
and the darkness comprehended it not.” John 1:4-5
Winter’s night so dark and deep
Her cold and shivering mantle spread,
While my precious savior sleeps,
A manger crude His only bed.
Poor little Baby dear,
The world’s salvation You have brought,
O would You find a welcome here,
But this dark world received You not.
The angels sing You lullabies,
Soft and tender, sweet and pure,
The light of Heaven in Your eyes
Reflects that distant, shining shore.
Poor little baby dear,
The stars all sang when You were born,
And yet amidst this darkness here
The earth saw not the light of morn.
The Father’s co-external Son
Who with our God created all,
The Word made flesh, to earth You’ve come,
A tender Babe so very small.
Poor little Baby dear,
You have no place to call Your own,
I would give You a welcome here,
O come and make my heart Your home.

Christmas Decorations
We express our appreciation for the generous response of the following members and friends of
the church who have made possible the Christmas flowers:
Ann L. Earles
In memory of our parents Mr. and Mrs. John C. Earles, Sr., Mr and Mrs. Eugene Mongan
and Lynette’s friend Bonnie.
Catherine Ebelein
In memory of my husband,Howard, and granddaughter Kimberly Krahmer.
Bruce and Susan Edwards
In memory of Helen, John, Rooney Lockhart, Ruth and Charles Edwards.
Libby and Charles Field
In memory of our loved ones.
Tammy and Ken Geelhaar
In memory of Grace Moncure, Ruth Carico, Bo Yeager.
Mary H. Hennessey
In memory of Samuel Hennessey Rayburn.
Craig Howard and family
In memory of loved ones in the Howard family.
Doris Hoyer
In memory of loved ones.
Rudraksha Jhaveri
In memory of my family.
Frank and Dottie Kaufmann
In memory of our parents.
Joyce and Ginny Keedy
In memory of Paul Keedy.
Ruth and Dilip Kulkarni
In honor of our grandchildren Ruth, Miranda, Micah, Alexander and Benjamin.
Nancy Medinger
In memory of our parents.
Lucy Moore
In memory of Dan Moore.
Fred and Ann Ray
In memory of our parents Mr. and Mrs. Strong, Mr. and Mrs. Bell, and Ann’s friends; Ann
Carol, Georgeanne and Caddie.
Timothy Remules
in memory of A. J. R. Timothy
Alta Schuster
In memory of Schuster and Wilson family members.
Marie Stockdale
In memory of our parents Earle and Ruth Gruhn.
George Stover
In memory of Mr. and Mrs. George M. Stover.
Wendy Wallace
In memory of parents and loved ones.
Kathy and Drew Wright
In memory of Kay and Frank Blazek and Alice Wright.

