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The Three Trees 
A Folktale for Easter 

Once upon a mountain top, three little trees stood and 
dreamed of what they wanted to become when they grew 
up. The first little tree looked up at the stars and said: “I 
want to hold treasure. I want to be covered with gold and 
filled with precious stones. I’ll be the most beautiful 
treasure chest in the world!” The second little tree looked 
out at the small stream trickling by on its way to the ocean. 
“I want to be traveling mighty waters and carrying powerful kings. I’ll be the 
strongest ship in the world!” The third little tree looked down into the valley below 
where busy men and women worked in a busy town. “I don’t want to leave the 
mountain top at all. I want to grow so tall that when people stop to look at me, 
they’ll raise their eyes to heaven and think of God. I will be the tallest tree in the 
world.” 

Years passed and the little trees grew tall. One day three woodcutters climbed the 
mountain. The first woodcutter looked at the first tree and said, “This tree is 
beautiful. It is perfect for me.” With a swoop of his shining ax, the first tree fell. 
“Now I shall be made into a beautiful chest, I shall hold wonderful treasure!” the 
first tree said. The second woodcutter looked at the second tree and said, “This tree 
is strong. It is perfect for me.” With a swoop of his shining ax, the second tree fell. 
“Now I shall sail mighty waters!” thought the second tree. “I shall be a strong ship 
for mighty kings!” The third tree felt her heart sink when the last woodcutter looked 
her way. She stood straight and tall and pointed bravely to heaven. But the 
woodcutter never even looked up. “Any kind of tree will do for me.” He muttered. 
With a swoop of his shining ax the third tree fell.  

“I want to hold treasure.” 
The first tree rejoiced when the woodcutter brought her to a carpenter’s shop. But 
the carpenter fashioned the tree into a feed box for animals. The once beautiful tree 
was not covered with gold or filled with treasure. She was coated with sawdust and 
filled with hay for hungry farm animals. The second tree smiled when the 
woodcutter took her to a shipyard, but no mighty ship was made that day. Instead, 
the once strong tree was hammered and sawed into a simple fishing boat. She was 
too small and too weak to sail to an ocean, or even a river. Instead she was taken to 
a little lake. The third tree was confused when the woodcutter cut her into strong 
beams and left her in a lumberyard. “What happened?” The once tall tree wondered. 
“All I ever wanted was to stay on the mountain top and point to God…”
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Calvary Calendar for April

Calvary will remain closed until further notice.
The “live” video taping of the guest pastors will continue as long as possible and will be available on 

Sunday morning on Facebook, YouTube, or the Calvary webpage.

Thursday, April 1 7 pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend  Fred 
Weimert

Sunday, April 4 11 am Easter Communion Sunday - Guest Pastor: Reverend  Fred Weimert

Sunday, April 11 11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend  Steve Hollaway

Sunday, April 18 11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend Dr. James Di Raddo

Sunday, April 25 11 am Worship Service - Guest Pastor: Reverend Dr. James Di Raddo

“I want to be a ship that carries a powerful king.” 

Many, many days and nights passed. The three trees nearly forgot their dreams. But one night, golden starlight 
poured over the first tree as a young woman placed her newborn baby in the feed box. “I wish I could make a 
cradle for him,” her husband whispered. The mother squeezed his hand and smiled as the starlight shone on the 
smooth and the sturdy wood. “This manger is beautiful,” she said. And suddenly the first tree knew he was 
holding the greatest treasure in the world. 

One evening a tired traveler and his friends crowded into the old fishing boat. The traveler fell asleep as the 
second tree quietly sailed out into the lake. Soon a thundering and thrashing storm arose. The little tree 
shuddered. She knew she did not have the strength to carry so many passengers safely through the wind and the 
rain. The tired man awakened. He stood up, stretched out his hand and said, “Peace.” The storm stopped as 
quickly as it had begun. And suddenly the second tree knew he was carrying the King of heaven and earth. 

“I want to grow tall and point to God.” 
One Friday morning, the third tree was startled when her beams were yanked from the forgotten woodpile. She 
flinched as she was carried through an angry jeering crowd. She shuddered when soldiers nailed a man’s hands to 
her. As she was lifted up on the mountain top she felt ugly and harsh and cruel. But on Sunday morning, when 
the sun rose and the earth trembled with joy beneath her, the third tree knew that God’s love had changed 
everything. Now every time people saw her she could point them to God, and that was what she wanted all along. 

Used with permission. https://www.plough.com/en/topics/culture/holidays/easter-readings/the-three-trees
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"Members and Family of Calvary Baptist Church,


Thank you all for submitting your votes for the pastor and budget. 
I am pleased to announce that the votes all passed, and we are 
prepared to offer Pastor Hough the job! While we are still dotting 
the "i's" and crossing the "t's," at this moment, we expect him to 
officially start on July 1.


On behalf of the committee, thank you for your support and your 
prayers through this entire process. While we are not finished yet, 
this is a major milestone, and we never would have made it this 
far if it wasn't for you and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


Be on the lookout for another update from the committee in the 
next month or two as we plan for the next steps.


Thanks again, and praise God!

-Calvary Baptist Pastoral Search Committee"
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Alta Schuster passed on March 18, 2020 at Gilchrist Center. She joined Calvary in 1966. If you would like to send a 
donation in her memory, the family has requested that donations by made in memory of Alta Fay Schuster to: 
University of Maryland School of Nursing, University of Maryland, Baltimore, 655 W. Lombard St., Suite 505, 
Baltimore, MD 21201 or Gilchrist Towson Center, 555 W. Towsontown Blvd., Towson, MD 21204. 

Condolences  can be sent to: 
Sue Hetzer, 2029 Reuter Rd, Timonium, MD, 21093 (Alta’s housemate and good friend who 
used to help with the cakes) and to her step-son Barry & Jeanette Schuster, 9039 Kahl Ave. 
Perry Hall, MD, 21128 

Barry sent this picture of Alta taken when they brought turkey dinner for a  
Thanksgiving/Birthday celebration for Alta. She was 92 Sunday, November 28, 2020.

from the Church Council 
๏ Due to the anticipated expansion of mission, outreach, and Bible Study/Sunday School activities, Calvary is 

hereby terminating the ACTC lease for the downstairs classroom that ACTC has been renting. Termination 
will be effective September 30, 2021. Calvary Baptist Church remains committed to the mission of ACTC 
and will continue to be an active supporter. ACTC received the notification letter on March 19, 2021. 

๏ If you have any questions or items to bring to the Council’s attention, please contact one of the council 
members listed on the front page of this newsletter. 

Upgraded Lights in Calvary 
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GREAT HYMNS OF OUR FAITH  
Crown Him With Many Crowns           (red hymnal, no. 161) 

This is a triumphant hymn which is usually sung on Easter, or soon thereafter, but it is really appropriate 
for any time. It speaks of our majestic, triumphant Savior Jesus Christ, who has triumphed victoriously 
over sin and death. Because of what He has done for us, paid the price for our sins that we could never 
pay, we look forward to spending eternity with Him; a beautiful eternity glorious beyond all telling. 

In the first verse, we behold Jesus as the Lamb upon the throne. All Heaven rejoices in Him with 
magnificent anthems of praise and worship that drown out all other music. We are called to join in this 
exuberant praise and worship, and to crown Him as our Lord and King. 

Verse 2 refers to Jesus as the Lord of life.  His triumph over the grave is full and complete, the victory is 
won, and through His sacrifice and resulting victory, our salvation is secure. We are safe in Him forever. 

Jesus is also the Lord of peace. His reign will know no end, and will be a wonderful reign of 
righteousness, and peace. This verse also speaks of sweet fragrances from the "fair flowers of Paradise."  
 We will be delighted through all eternity to be in His presence forever. All that we have experienced 
before in this world will be long forgotten in the glory and sheer joy of being in His presence. We will 
probably experience fragrances sweet beyond all our imagining, hear sounds glorious beyond all telling, 
see beautiful colors we have never even dreamed of. Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor  has entered 
into the heart of man, what Jesus has prepared for His own. 

Verse 4 refers to Jesus as the Lord of love. One day, when our faith is changed to sight, we will see Him 
as He is. We will be able to look upon the wounds in His hands and feet; wounds He willingly suffered 
so that we might be able to live with Him forever. The hymn concludes with His praise and glory lasting 
eternally, as He is forever crowned as our King, our matchless Lord and Savior. May He be praised 
forever! 

Joyce Keedy 
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African Palms places our cross order and pays one year in advance, to 
our contact in Tanzania. He in turn hires the villagers to cut the palms and 
hand make them. They are paid a “fair” wage as confirmed by our 
contacts at the Diocese of Masasi. Each year, there is an abundance of 
people wanting to do this work, so we assume it is lucrative.  
African Palms then sells the crosses all over the country and relies 
heavily on church and school volunteers to count and quality control the 
crosses, package and do the shipping. There are 2 paid employees and we 
work in the basement of the church so costs are very low. We send 100 
percent of our net profit back to Africa in the form of grants for wells/
fresh water and medical supplies and equipment.  Last year a group of us 
with African Palms and St John’s Episcopal church applied for a grant 
through the United Thank Offering (UTO ) and were awarded $68,000 
USD to build a girls’ boarding school in Tanzania. It was the first school 
of its kind for women in Tanzania.  
“I’m sure I have rambled on and on but we are passionate about our 
mission and every purchase and individual donation is helping to make 
the lives better for the people in remote villages in Tanzania.” 
The percentage averages out to 80% of the profits going towards this 
organization.  

Twenty crosses and bookmarks were given to ACTC.  

Calvary therefore made a donation of approximately $24 to this 
mission.

Palm Crosses from Tanzania, Africa -  Calvary Missions and Outreach 
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The deadline for this offering is May 31. If you would like to donate, please write “AFC” on the memo line of your check. 


