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Opportunities to Serve and Help 

Middle School Ministry  

A new fellowship group for students 
in grades 6-8 began Sunday, 
September 11, 2022, led by Amanda 
Seas and  Barb Hudson.  Our goal is 
to create an opportunity for the 
students to enjoy fellowship among 
like-minded peers,  with the hope of 
establishing Christian connections. 
We will continue to meet on the 
second Sunday of each  month after the 10:30 worship (or from 
11:30-12:30), for a light lunch and fun activities, with a little Bible 
and prayer  tossed in. Students are invited to bring a friend.  

These generous young people have decided to take on a new 
service project and are asking their church family to  help. The 
United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) provides 
humanitarian relief and disaster response in  the United States and 
internationally. In light of recent weather disasters, the Middle 
School Ministry group has made it their mission to support UMCOR’s 
efforts by contributing basic necessities to their relief supplies. The 
students will begin collecting items to pack into Hygiene Kits which 
will be sent to the UMCOR relief supply  warehouse in Louisiana.  

If you would like to help by donating, needed items include:  

Hand towel and/or wash cloth (no kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber)  

Comb (must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth/no picks)  

Toenail or fingernail clippers  

Bath-size bar of soap (in package please, 3 oz. or larger, no Ivory or 
Jergen’s)  

Adult toothbrush (in package)  

Adhesive bandages (3/4 by 3 inch Bandaids)  

(all items must be new, unwashed, with no cartoon characters, ads, 
religious, patriotic, military, or camouflage  symbols)  

In the Narthex you will find a large basket where the Hygiene Kit 
items may be placed. Once enough supplies are collected, the 
students will assemble the kits and send to UMCOR.   

Thank you for your consideration of helping us with our mission! 
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Message from our Pastor 

Greetings all, 

As I write this we are just getting into the good part of Fall. The weather is 
cooling and the leaves are changing. By the time you get this, however, 
we will be looking ahead to the next season. The last two months of the 
year may be my favorite time to be in church (with the exception of 
perhaps Holy Week). The last two months of the year are filled with special 
services: All Saints Sunday, Christ the King Sunday, Advent, and of course 
Christmas. 

I say this nearly every year but I was struck the first time I attended an All 
Saints Sunday. It wasn’t until I was hired at a United Methodist Church that I 
attended an All Saints Sunday service. I hadn’t even heard of such a thing 
until the first one came up on the calendar after I was hired. Over the 
years, I have grown to love the practice of remembering all of those 
beloved church members we lost in the previous year. There is something 
holy about naming them in the presence of the sanctuary where their faith 
was nurtured. All Saints Sunday is a highlight of the church calendar for me. 

The end of the church year usually coincides with Thanksgiving. The last 
Sunday of the church year bumps up to the start of Advent. Advent is the 
season that leads up to Christmas. On the last Sunday of the church year 
we celebrate what is called Christ the King Sunday. The timing of this is a bit 
odd as we turn to the time of year where we celebrate Jesus’ birth. On 
Christ the King Sunday we acknowledge and name that the true King of 
the cosmos is Jesus Christ.  

We then turn the page on the church calendar year and find ourselves in 
the season of Advent. I will often bring up the idea one writer said of 
Advent— that in the church we are always in the season of Advent. 
Advent means the arrival of someone notable. On Christmas we celebrate 
the arrival of the Son of God, but in real time we await his return.  

All of the above holy days have a feeling of already but not yet. Jesus has 
already arrived as a baby on Christmas morning, but he has not yet 
returned to put the world right. Our friends we celebrate on All Saints day 
have already been with us, but we have not yet been reunited. Jesus, as 
we celebrate on Christ the King Sunday, is already King, but the entire 
world has not yet acknowledged their true King. 

We mark time beautifully in the church with each of these seasons and 
special days. I think the reason we like them so much is that they serve as a 
reminder. A reminder that whether we are in a season of difficulty or 
celebration, God is still God. 

I hope you will plan your final two months of 2022 around being with us on 
each of these special days. I look forward to our Christmas Eve services 
together and I look forward to worshiping God with you in the Sundays 
ahead. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene St. UMC 
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Children’s Ministry 
On Sunday, September 25th, 

Blakelee Silvers and Colt Maniaci 
received their Bibles as a gift from 

our church family!  

Families with children… Mark your calendars for 
December 10th!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You won’t want to miss this new event for our church, 
daycare, and preschool families this year so save this date: 
December 10th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  During the 
“Santa’s First Stop” event, Piqua High School Show Choir 
will perform their Christmas program, some of our Preschool 
classes will sing, Santa will make an appearance, and you’ll 
have an opportunity to have your child’s/children’s photo 
taken with the jolly fellow! Activities will also include a story, 
special craft, and more.   

Church members you will be asked to donate homemade 
muffins and your time and talents. Please keep an eye on the 
weekly emails for more information on how to participate.  

 

Children’s Sunday School  

On Sunday mornings during the 10:30 worship, children 
aged five through Sixth Grade are excused before 
the sermon for Sunday School in room 24, upstairs off the 
balcony. During November we will read stories about Elijah, 
Elisha, and Isaiah, and in December we’ll read the 
Christmas stories from Luke and Matthew while practicing 
traditions of Advent.  

 

Nursery  

As of September 18th, we are now offering nursery care during 
the 10:30 worship.  The new location is in the ABC room off the 
southwest corner of the Narthex. (If you would like child care 
during the 9:00 worship, please contact Barb Hudson)   

We are always in need of volunteers to help care for the 
children! Please contact Barb Hudson if you’d like 
to  serve. ☺ 
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Answered Prayers from the 

Food Pantry 
We have been getting new people every 
week. We feel privileged to be able to help 
them with food. 

One man had told us he was having tests to 
see if he needed heart surgery. When he 
came the next time he told us his doctor 
said he would not need surgery. That was 
certainly an answer to prayer. 

One man came and when I asked him how 
I could pray for him, he said he was blessed 
and asked that other people have their 
needs met. 

One lady came and told me her brother 
had passed away because of drugs. There 
are so many people who have drug 
addictions.  

Another friend told us his son had pulled a 
knife on him. Let’s pray for those who are 
addicted to drugs that they may get the 
help they need. We know that God can 
heal them if they are willing. 

Another man came and he seemed to be 
desperate. He is a stay-at-home dad. He 
has some issues and can’t hold a job. He 
feels like he is letting his family down. He 
started to cry so I prayed with him and tried 
to encourage him. Please pray for this 
family. 

Again this year we are asking for donations 
of gently used winter coats. Hats and gloves 
are also needed. 

Please continue to pray for our food pantry 
friends that their needs are met. 

Peggy Moorman CLM 

 

Outbound Ministry Update... 

In our last issue of the Chimes, I mentioned that post 
surgery, Gary and I would be putting together music 
to sing (as Gary played Guitar) at Piqua Manor, 
Shawnee Estates, and at our new friends in Versailles 
(see picture from Versailles). We had great turnouts! It 
was also a wonderful ”first” meeting for Gary. They all 
enjoyed having him. Even more so though, I was very 
blessed when Gary had taken three weeks off after 
my surgery so I could continue caring on with the 
ministry in our Facilities that is so desperately needed. 
And the blessings continue to flow! First with our friends 
at Piqua Manor, then Shawnee Estates, now at 
Versailles. We started with just a handful in Versailles 
and have only been with them three weeks, but our 
numbers have already tripled! We are truly blessed! All 
have enjoyed the hymns and especially communion. 
They are very interactive with our studies and are 
eager to learn more. I have one Lady that comes in 
early that is in an electric wheelchair and, bless her 
heart, she pushes the chairs around to set up the Bible 
Study and make sure I have everything I need. 

We have a new lady coming in our Shawnee Estates 
group from the Alzheimer’s unit and her husband 
comes to visit. He plays piano by ear. So, it’s wonderful 
when he can visit and join in. He knows all the hymns I 
have printed out and right away picks out the key I 
am singing. Crazy! Good crazy that is! 

At Piqua Manor I have a man that closes in prayer for 
us at the end of our studies. 

Talk about being the 
hands and feet of Jesus! 
These are just a couple 
of little examples of the 
blessings I have a 
chance to see often. 

God stands by us at all 
stages of our lives. The 
world may abandon us, 
but the Lord Almighty 
never leaves us. 

Proverbs 16:31 Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained 
in a righteous life. (ESV) 

Thank you for your 
prayers!                                       
Blessings to you all,                                                            
Becky Kelly, CLM 

 

United Methodist Men 

The UMM would like to remind all men that 

you are invited to attend our monthly 

meetings. The more men we have involved 

the more ideas we have for the greater good 

of God’s Church. Our next meetings will be 

November 19th & December 17th at 8:00 am in 

the basement at the Church.   
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Hanging of the Greens 
Christmas 2022 

 

Sunday, November 20th 11:45 AM 

Please mark your calendar and plan to stay after 
the 10:30 service for Hanging of the Greens. This 
tradition has been part of Greene Street for many, 
many years. It is a time of fellowship for our church 
family as we prepare our church to come alive for 
Christmas. 

If you’ve never stayed to help, consider doing so 
this year. Your help is needed and fresh ideas are 
always welcome. If you attend the 9:00 
AM  service, please come back for fellowship and 
lend a hand with your second service friends. Our 
sanctuary looks so alive and beautiful when all 
the lovely decorations are in place and ready to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth! 

2022 Backpack Drive Has 
Totaled 65 Donations! 

Looking back on past articles, I mis-quoted 
the number of years we’ve been collecting; 
this is YEAR NINE. Time flies when you’re 
having fun! 

This year’s 65 donations gave us a grand total 
of 665 wonderful backpacks given to our 
Piqua school children. All bags were delivered 
to the five schools and were welcomed with 
open arms. I also told each secretary and/or 
principal that we prayed for their schools on 
August 28 as we traveled, covering them with 
prayer for the 2022-2023 school year. All were 
very thankful for our prayers and support. 

The quality of the backpacks made me proud 
of your generous heart. They really are 
somewhat abused with overstuffing etc. and 
these should hold up well. 

God Bless you for your giving spirits, I’ll be 
back August 2023 to begin our tenth 
backpack drive.  

Thank you from my heart, 

Susan Hopkins 

“A single act of kindness throws out roots in all 
directions and the roots spring up and make 
new trees.” (Amelia Earhart) 

 

Greene Street United Methodist, 

Thank you so much for donating backpacks 
for our students! They are much needed. It 
was appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Washington Primary 

 
Greene Street Church, 

Thank you so much for the book bags! They 
are so nice looking and the kids will love 
them! We really appreciate all you do!  

Thank you! 

PCIS Staff 

Year End Giving & 
Business 

December is always the month 
to “catch up” on charitable 
contributions. Offerings 

received after December 30, unless postmarked in 
2022, will be counted in 2023 and will not appear 
on your year end giving record. 

Year End Office Hours— 
Mon. Dec. 26 - Closed 
Tue. - Fri. Dec. 27-30 - 9 a - 4 p 
Mon. Jan. 1 - Closed 
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Trunk or Treat 2022 

Trunk or Treat was back "in form", taking place as scheduled after three years of moving 

indoors due to freezing temperatures, cancelling, and postponing due to heavy rain! 

Families were lined up before we even began to pass out candy from 14 decorated vehicles 

and antique cars.  It was a beautiful evening of fun and sharing which we couldn't have 

accomplished without your generosity!! Thank you for your donations to the bucket ministry 

which was used to purchase $1,000 of candy, given with love to children of all ages by the 

many folks who willingly spent their evening to help make it happen!!  
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5th Sunday Event—October 30, 2022 

Baptisms, New Members, 50 Year Members and More 



 

9 

 
 
 

The Ripples Will Go Out! 
 
 

Noted climate scientist and committed Christian, Dr. 

Katharine Hayhoe gave a TED Talk titled, “The most 

important thing you can do to fight climate change: talk 

about it.” 

The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement is 
providing these Tips as a tool to equip church 

members, families, and individuals to respond to 
God's call to care for creation and do justice with 

our neighbors, For more about the UM Creation 
Justice Movement, go to umcreationjustice.org or 

speak to Peggy Moorman, CLM. 

A revered spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama reminds us, 
“Just as ripples spread out when a single pebble is 
dropped into water, the actions of individuals can have 
far-reaching effects.” Individual action matters, 
especially if you talk about it. Your example, your words 
are rippling out and inspiring others to act for creation 
justice. 

Compost food waste and more (leaves, paper, pet fur, 
coffee filters). Twenty to 45% of landfill is organic and 
creates methane gas, which contributes to global 
warming. Instead, you can compost, which is nature’s 
way to nourish the soil. Browse for easy and effective 
options: backyard bin, indoor machine, commercial 
pick up, sharing a service with a neighbor. 

Go after those sneaky leaky windows and doors. Rather 
than add a space heater or crank up the whole HVAC 
system, get a caulking gun and hunt for gaps to fill. A 
little effort will keep you warmer in winter and cooler in 
summer and save emissions and dollars. 

As election season heats up, remember that the planet 
is also heating up! Scrutinize candidates for their 
stand on dealing with climate change and the injustices 
done to so many people. Do your homework at all levels 
of government—federal, state, and local. Vote your 
values. 

Does that sweet potato really need a plastic wrap? 
When you only want 1 squash, are you stuck with 3 
because they are packaged that way (using plastic 
and Styrofoam, of course)? Go for loose produce 
or browse “mesh bags for produce.” With a one-time 
purchase of the bags, you’ll keep lots of plastic out of 
landfills.  

Manufacturing just 1 Styrofoam cup demands 10 times 
the amount of water used to wash just 1 reusable 
cup. Switch to washable cups at home, at work, and at 
church. Use your own cup if you regularly purchase 
coffee. Tell the barista no thanks to single-use foam.  

Jesus has told us that we are to care for the “least of 
these who are members of [Christ’s] family” (Matthew 
25:40). Working to ameliorate climate change 
recognizes that people like Jesus described, those with 
few resources or connections, will suffer the most from 
the ravages that are more and more evident. Jesus 
calls us to care for humanity and to work for climate 
justice. 

Youth 

Outing 

Oct. 29, 2022 

https://www.ted.com/talks/katharine_hayhoe_the_most_important_thing_you_can_do_to_fight_climate_change_talk_about_it?language=en
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1 Jed Cooper 
2 Tina  Elliott  
3     Blair Elliott 
4     Ashlee Larger 
5     Kelly Meckstroth 
8 Jim Christy 
9 Haylee Meckstroth 
10 Megan Kline 
11 Hillary Jaqua 
12 Nolan Silvers 
13 Jeff Price 
      Gryffin Salisbury 
14  Cecily Stewart 
 Grady Stewart 
 Allison Wagner 
16  Sally Ellis 
      Carol Hepler 
      Colt Maniaci 
17  Josh Meckstroth 
18 Cortney Henry 
20  Chris Vosler 
21   Miranda Sweetman 
22   Pam Brown 
       Jason Jones 
       Jim Otey 
24   George Sweetman 
26   Carol Cain 
27   Molly Hudson 
29 Linda Carter 

2    Ariana & Matthew Davis 
3 Christina & Justin Meckstroth 
4 Doug & Marj Stilwell 
7    Devan & Kenzie Shade 
 

2  Vivian Pearson 
3  Marian Couchot 
       Kelli Meckstroth 
5     Peggy Moorman  
6 Charles Sanders 
7 Jillian Boyd 
8 Rita Ash 
9     Steve Smith 
 Greg Trissell 
10  Stephanie Maniaci 
       Katie Stewart 
13 Pam Ford 
14   Joyce Ellerman 
       Jordan Lawson 
 Aaron Thompson 
15   Elizabeth DuBois 
17 Pat Helman 
       Jeff Marrs 
18 Rachel Castle 
19 Steve Frazier 
20 Fred Shellenberg 
23 Donavan Taylor 
 Logan Wagner 
24 Tristyn Frazier 
 Faye Oakes 
27 Cindy Brown 
28 Paul Doak 
29 Harold Pummill  
 Marj Stilwell 
       Nick Thompson 
30   Pat Brown 
31 Kade Mann 
 Jasi Piatt 

10 Martin & Jackie Pollock 
21 Billy & Jennifer Wright 
24   Randy & Janet Smith 
26   Tom & Jeanne Ringer 
       Steve & Gail Staley 
28   Jim & Sandra Christy 
29 Dale & Barbara Davis 
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Thank You’s 

The Prayer Page 

Darl Blevins, Mary Guenthner, Kay Hardman, Jim Heath, Ken 
Heath, Pat Helman, Mark Hopkins, Becky Kelly, Ryan Lacy, 
Joanne Motter, Harold (Doc) Pummill, Doug Stilwell, Annie 
Thorpe  

Greene Street Church Family –  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –  

Cheryl Vollette, Linda Short (Ash), Debbie Deeter, Barb Bennett, 
Carol Wills(Clark), Gary Johnson, Mike Greenwell (Collette), Bev 
Kaser, Jake and Becky Ailer, Diane (Cooper), Brittnie Waugh, 
Melissa Lawrence, Danielle Baker, Dean Ward, Steve Webber, 
Adrienne Cain, Doug Ruley (Daycare), Warren McNemar 
(Ellerman), Joyce Congdon Wagner Bell (Fogt), Megan Apple 
(Gaier), Yuri Wilcox (Harbison), Rhonda Gates, Angie Shroyer 
(Helman), Vicki Couchois (Hogston), Conrad Beal (Hopkins), 
Grace (Jackson), Tom Rhoades (Minton), Ryan Motter, Glenn 
Devers (Motter), Jerry Clark (Pollock), Willard Bowser (Salisbury), 
Alex Coviak, Sarah Nick, Harper Mathis (Stanford), Marilyn 
Ketrow, Becah, Mike and Lowell Jess,  John Murone, Andy 
Stilwell, Linda Wilson, Jill (Stilwell), Trisha Saltsman (Taylor), Danny, 
Mary (Thorpe)  

Military –  

Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Jacob Grogean (Daycare Parent), 
Taylor Huebner (Frazier), Piqua #1487 Transport Unit (Hopkins), 
Cadet Allison Osborn (Pedroff), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), 
Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Alex Rossman (Sweetman), Tom Place 
(Tapp), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities –  

Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Betty Gary, Jean Francony; 
Brookdale: Judy Meckstroth, Jim & Phylis Otey, DiAnn Bateman; 
Story Point: Rose Staley, Carol Hepler; Piqua Manor: Debbie Blue  

We pray God’s comfort to 

be with:  

 Chelsi Schultz (daycare 
assistant director) and her 
family as her grandmother, 
Sue Mitchell, passed away on 
September 6, 2022. 

 Jennifer Everett and family 
upon the death of her mother 
Dianne Gentis on September 
17, 2022.  

 the family of Bob Stein, family 
friend of Polly Leasure. Bob 
passed away on Monday, 
September 19, 2022. 

 
Thank you so much for your donation to the work of the Bethany Center.  Your generous donation will 
help ensure that those in need will continue to find a helping hand at the Center. 

Shawn & Jim 

Bethany Center 

 

Altar Flower & Dedications 2023! 

We will continue to handle Altar Flowers and Dedications the same as 
2022.  The cost for altar flowers will be $40.00 per Sunday.  It will be a 
first come first serve basis. Please select your desired date for Altar 
Flowers by calling the church office or online via our weekly 
emails.  Please have your dedication ready, if you do not know your 
dedication at this time, you may contact the church office by 
Wednesday prior to your desired date; if you do not contact us it will 
just be listed as Altar flowers given by (your name). Thank you for 
helping us keep this year's Altar Flowers beautiful. If a Sunday does not 
get taken, other decorations will be available.  
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Name 
_______________________ 

Number of Poinsettias / 
Dedications 

______________________ 

Dedication(s) - You may dedicate your poinsettia/s in memory, in honor, in celebration, or any 
other dedication you would like.  Dedications will be printed as listed. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

November / December 2022      

Volume 68, Issue 6 

 In lieu of taking a flower, I wish to make a $10.00 contribution to 
the decorating fund (my dedication will still be printed as usual 
but I do not want a flower). 

 I am ordering poinsettia(s) from the church at a cost of $10.00/
poinsettia. 

 I am purchasing poinsettia(s) from ANOTHER SOURCE (florist, 
store, fund raising group) and I will deliver them to the church 
by Thursday, Dec. 15, 10 a. 
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Poinsettia Dedications for Christmas 
Help decorate our sanctuary this Christmas season by remembering your 
loved one with a poinsettia dedication. Order online at  
www.greenestreetumc.org/events/newsletter or turn in the order form 
below by December 12. 


