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Hanging of the GreensSunday, November 22, 2020 at 11:45 AM
How can it be possible that Advent is soon upon us? The seasons are
flying by, especially during this unusual year! The first Sunday in Advent
falls on November 29th. The Sanctuary and Narthex need to be
dressed up beautifully to prepare for Jesus’ birth. Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend. We will do our best to socially distance
and when impossible, we will make sure our masks are in place and
that sanitizer is available. Decorations are organized and we have
photos to show how they go up. It’s a big job but it goes quickly when
we have many helping hands; it’s fun too! We are blessed to have a
magnificent building to festively adorn for Christmas. Please mark
your calendars and plan to come following the 10:30 service.
Thank you in advance for your volunteer spirits.
Susan Hopkins and Tawnya Gaier

415 W. Greene St.
Piqua, Ohio 45356
(937) 773-5313
Fax (937) 773-5397

Mark your calendar

office@greenestreetumc.org
www.greenestreetumc.org

Rev. Will Leasure
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Message from our Pastor—Greetings Greene St.!
Greene St. Church!
I’ve been reflecting recently on the year that is 2020. What a
long, strange, trip it has been. This reflecting has pushed me
to think about the whole of my time here at Greene St. In just
three months I’ll have been here for four years and it has
absolutely flown by.
During the month of November our sermon series is called
The Good News About Death. I know this seems like a rather
morbid and strange sermon series, but I hope it is helpful.
Death is the subject that nobody wants to talk about, yet the
thing that every single person who breathes will experience.
As one of my favorite theologians, Stanley Hauerwas says,
“you can’t get out of life alive.” As Christians we have hope
and we want that hope to spill over into our conversations
about life and death.
The second week of the sermon series, November 8, I’m
going to take a bit of a pause during the series to celebrate.
We are nearing the end of the Capital Campaign, nearing
the completion of my fourth year, and thank God, nearing
the end of 2020. I thought it would be a good time to do
some reflection on what God has been doing in our midst
over these last four years. As I’ve personally reflected, not
only do I get excited about what we have been through, but
I am excited about where we are currently and where God
is leading us into the future.
I want to take November 8th to highlight and celebrate all of
the good stuff we have experienced recently. So please, if at
all possible, attend worship in person if you feel safe and if
not, please tune in on Facebook or our website. I have been
bragging on our church to many people about where we
are; it is time to make sure you realize just how incredibly
placed we are to do impactful ministry in our community
and world.
I hope to see you in person or via the stream on November
8—and every other Sunday as well :).
Peace,
Will Leasure
Pastor, Greene Street UMC
revwill@greenestreetumc.org
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Ministries for Children
Trunk or Treat
Thank you, our generous church family, for the many donations of candy for
our annual outreach to the community! Also a big thank you to the loyal
participants who creatively decorated cars, wore great costumes, and brought
more candy to pass to the many young people who visited.
Online Sunday School
Lessons will continue to be provided with stories and scriptures being read,
recorded, and emailed to families each week. If you have children or
grandchildren between the ages of 4 and sixth grade, you are encouraged to
have them view these lessons in order to stay connected and continue learning
from the Bible. If you would like to receive these virtual lessons, please email
Miss Barb. (bhudson41@gmail.com)
In November we will explore the holidays which occur this month: All Saints’
Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving and the beginning of Advent. The December
lessons will cover the Christmas Story from the first chapter of Matthew and
the first two chapters of Luke. The lesson titles are: Mary’s Joy, Joseph’s Joy,
Jesus Brings Joy, and Joyous News! Aren’t we blessed as believers of Christ to
know the JOY of Christmas?!
Christmas 2020
The Christmas activities which usually are scheduled for the children, including
a musical performed live in worship and a Birthday Party for Jesus, will (sadly)
not take place this year. However a virtual activity is being planned and our
precious ones will receive a special treat!
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Thank You’s
Greene Street Family,
Thank you for all the well wishes and encouragements in my
journey to college. Also thank you for checking in on my
mom. I’m really loving school. The picture below is me in
front of Sersa Performance Hall, where I am strengthening
my music skills. Thanks again for all your support.
-Lauren
Sweetman

United Methodist
Men
The UMM would like to
remind all men that you are
invited to attend our
monthly meetings. The more
men we have involved the
more ideas we have for the
greater good of God’s
Church. Our next meetings
will be November 21st, 8:00
am & December 19th, 8:00
am in the basement at the
Church.

Greene Street Church:
Thank you so much for your generous donation of book
bags. We have students who have never had a new book
bag who are grateful! Thank you! - PCIS Staff
Thank you Greene Street Church! We greatly appreciate
your generous donation of book bags. Thank you for caring
and supporting the schools and children in Piqua.
-Washington Primary

Thank you for supporting the
UMM Pulled Pork fundraiser
that will benefit our food
pantry and upcoming UMM
projects.

Dear Pastor Will and people of Greene Street,
Thank you so much for allowing me to teach two weeks in a row. My
soul needed that more than you know. Besides having the
opportunity to prepare and preach sermons, it was very healing for
me to worship in the very space where God called me into ministry.
I also wanted to extend my sincere appreciation for the financial
contribution ($601.93) you made towards our new church start. Thank
you!
The people and ministries are always in my prayers. May God continue to add blessings
upon blessings in all you do.
Much Love, Jon Morgan
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Answered Prayers from
the Food Pantry
We have been very busy at the
food pantry. There have been
many volunteers which is an
answer to prayer.
There was a lady who came who
had a lot of stuff on her plate. She
is a caregiver for the elderly and
she also has a homeless person
living with her. When I asked her
how I could pray for her, she
started to tear up. I gave her a
hug. (I know I’m not supposed to
do that but it seemed
appropriate.) She said she
remembered me giving her a
prayer booklet. And she said she
was using it everyday. It apparently
has given her hope.
A gentleman came on his scooter
and he had his dog with him. He
had a prosthetic leg. He told us
that recently he was crossing the
street and a car making a turn
stuck him. He had a few bumps
and bruises but otherwise was
okay. His phone had been broken
and his prayer was that he could
get it replaced.
We have been asked to pray for
those who have Covid and to pray
for our country. Many ask that we
pray for good health for them and
also ask that we pray for their
families and friends. Please join us
in praying that all their needs are
met.
Peggy Moorman, CLM

Update from Kim Smith—Wordsower
Wordsower Liberia changed its name a few months
ago to Wordsower Africa. Our Lord has expanded
our territory. We are now in the neighboring
countries. In West Africa, there are 393 unreached
tribes of 147 million people. We, His Church, have
been commanded to go, to bring His gospel, to
every tribe, language, nation, and people. Liberia is
strategically located in the center of West
Africa. We are becoming a training and sending
hub to the unreached tribes of West Africa. In less
than 6 months we should have indigenous
missionary teams ministering to all 5 unreached
tribes of Liberia. We now have a team in Ivory
Coast. They have 36 unreached tribes of 7.3
million. Level 4 class at our Bible Institute is now in
session. 53 Students are in attendance. The class
title is “Going as a Missionary”. Most of the students
are wanting to be sent to the unreached tribes as
indigenous missionaries.

Year End Giving—December is always the

month to “catch up” on charitable
contributions. Greene Street’s office will be
open on Thurs, Dec. 31, 9 a.m.—1 p.m. for year
end giving. You can also put your contributions
in the offering plate on Sun, Dec. 27. Offerings
received after that date, unless postmarked in
2020, will be counted in 2021 and will not appear
on your year end giving record.

Year End Office Hours—Please be aware that
we will have shortened office hours for Christmas
Eve and New Year’s Eve.
Thur, Dec. 24, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Fri, Christmas Day—Closed
Thur, Dec. 31, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Fri, New Year’s Day—Closed
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Birthdays and Anniversaries

1
2
3
4
7
8
9
10
11
12
14
16
17
18
20
21
22
24
26
27
29
30

Eloise Campbell
Jed Cooper
Tina Elliott
Blair Elliott
Ashlee Larger
Tanya Stewart
Jim Christy
Haylee Meckstroth
Megan Kline
Hillary Jaqua
Nolan Silvers
Cecily Stewart
Grady Stewart
Allison Wagner
Sally Ellis
Carol Hepler
Samantha Slusher
Cortney Henry
Jackson Trombley
Chris Vosler
Miranda Sweetman
Pam Brown
Jason Jones
Jim Otey
George Sweetman
Carol Cain
Molly Hudson
Cecil Stewart
Linda Carter
Jackson Lambert

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
13
14
15
17
17
18
19
20
23

24
27
28

2
3
4
21

Ariana & Matthew Davis
Christina & Justin Meckstroth
Doug and Marj Stilwell
Dan and Kathy Califf

29
30
31

Verity Farris
Vivian Pearson
Marian Couchot
Kelli Meckstroth
Chris Clark
Peggy Moorman
Miriam Robinson
Charles Sanders
Jillian Boyd
Rita Ash
Steve Smith
Greg Trissell
Katie Stewart
Pam Ford
Joyce Ellerman
Jordan Lawson
Aaron Thompson
Elizabeth DuBois
Jo Asher
Pat Helman
Jeff Marrs
Rachel Castle
Al Erbes
Steve Frazier
Valerie Mullikin
Fred Shellenberg
Kennedy Parshall
Kira Parshall
Donavan Taylor
Logan Wagner
Tristyn Frazier
Colleen Fry
Faye Oakes
Cindy Brown
Paul Doak
Owen Shawler
Harold Pummill
Marj Stilwell
Nick Thompson
Pat Brown
Kade Mann
Jasi Piatt
Terry Perkins

10
21
24
26

Martin & Jackie Pollock
Billy & Jennifer Wright
Randy & Janet Smith
Tom & Jeanne Ringer
Steve & Gail Staley
28 Jim & Sandra Christy
29 Dale & Barbara Davis
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The Prayer Page
Greene Street Church Family –
Jo Anderson, Hubert & DiAnn Bateman, Debbie Blue,
Joyce Ellerman, Kay Hardman, Becky Kelly, Judy
MacKellar, Kelli Meckstroth, Don Motter, Harold
Pummill, Miriam Robinson, Cecil Stewart

We pray God’s comfort to be
with:


Amy Conley (daycare teacher) and
family upon the passing of her mother
on Monday, October 5, 2020.



Marissa Soto (daycare teacher) and
family upon the passing of her
grandmother on Saturday, October 10,
2020.



Lisa, Amanda and Adam Seas and
family upon the death of husband and
father Darrell Seas on Saturday,
October 17, 2020.

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –
Chuck & Bev Yacht (Ash), Laura & Julia (Brogden),
Beth Califf (daughter-in-law) (Califf), Manuella
(Cooper), Amy Cain and Family (Daycare), Paul
(Doak), Peggy Ramer (Elliott), Baby Harper (Everett),
Uncle Jack Thiebau (Frazier), Tim Wagner (Fry), Coach
Greg Hale, Angie Shroyer, Peggy Root (Helman),
Scott Oda, Lesley Haver (Hiser), Rachel Hopkins, Brock
Phillipi (Hopkins), Tom (Jackson), Judy Hug (Kelly), Kristi
Laug (Lacy), Jim Lavy (Lavy), Teresa (Lawson), Aunt
Cindy (Leasure), Dave Hyder (MacKellar), Audrey
Epperson, Grandma Lettie Cheeseman (Meckstroth),
Judy Meckstroth (Meckstroth), Josie Farris (Middleton),
Jon (Morgan), Travis Wamer, Baby Stella (Mullikin),
Mike Rogers (Oakes), Barb (Ringer), Tim Andrews
(Salisbury), Carol (Scroggins), Cynthia Stayley, Nancy
Stahle Havner, Pam Nicodemus (Seas), Sharon Ford,
Mike Jess, Bekah, Marilyn Ketrow, Mark and Jerri
Switzer (Stilwell), Jane Shafer (Taylor),Ron Weimer, Jill’s
dad, Jimmy Straley, Jeff Butterfield (Weimer),

We pray God’s blessings upon:


Ashley and Justin Bantz upon the birth
of their daughter Harper on Sunday,
September 27, 2020.

Military –
Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark
Cripe (Elliott), Ashtyn Wilson, Taylor Huebner (Frazier),
Piqua #1487 Transport Unit (Hopkins), Ben Datu &
family (Mullikin), Cadet Allison Osborn (Pedroff), Brian
Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow
(Stilwell), Brittany Lewis, Alex Rossman (Sweetman),
Dasch Underwood

Care Facilities –
Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, Mary
Grimes, Betty Gary, Peg Hance; Story Point: Al Erbes,
Rose Staley, Pat Walker, Carol Hepler; Piqua Manor:
Jean Francony; Lewis Center: Jo Asher;

Charge Conference—Each year
churches are required to have a
charge conference. The primary
responsibilities of the charge
conference is to review and
evaluate the total mission and
ministry of the church. Charge
Conference is open to all Church
Members. Greene Street Charge
Conference will be held Sunday,
November 15, 3 p.m.
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Poinsettia Dedications for Christmas
Help decorate our sanctuary this Christmas season by remembering your
loved one with a poinsettia dedication. Order online at
www.greenestreetumc.org/events/newsletter or turn in the order form
below by December 14.
Name
_____________________________
Number of Poinsettias /
Dedications
_____________________________



In lieu of taking a flower, I wish to make a $10.00
contribution to the decorating fund (my dedication
will still be printed as usual but I do not want a
flower).



I am ordering poinsettia(s) from the church at a cost
of $10.00/poinsettia.



I am purchasing poinsettia(s) from ANOTHER SOURCE
(florist, store, fund raising group) and I will deliver
them to the church by Thursday, Dec. 17, 10 a.

Dedication(s) - You may dedicate your poinsettia/s in memory, in honor, in celebration, or any
other dedication you would like. Dedications will be printed as listed.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Nov / Dec 2020
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