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Rev. Dr. Will Leasure 

Opportunities to Serve and Learn 

A few weeks ago I mentioned that if we are growing in our faith it 

is likely because we are engaging three things; our head, our 

heart and our hands. When we attend worship services we often 

get to engage all three during that hour. One area that we have 

let go a bit over the course of the last two years were regular 

service opportunities - or to use one of the above, we let go of 

several opportunities to use our hands to engage and strengthen 

our faith. As we move forward, I want to encourage you to 

consider where you might serve in our church. We have many 

areas available to serve—from Sunday School teacher, to youth 

group volunteer, to hospitality ministries which we anticipate 

bringing back this Fall. Please begin to pray about where God is 

nudging you to serve. If you feel that nudge, reach out to myself 

or our Office Manager - Jenny Sweetman; we would love to 

connect you to a new opportunity to serve God at Greene St. 

church.  

Serve 
Communion Server 
Liturgist 
Recycling team (starting soon) 
**Alpha Community Center  
Food pantry  
Hospitality Team  
Youth programs  
          (Jr. High & High School) 
Sunday School for children 
Media Booth Team 

Learn and Share 
Certified Lay Minister  
Classes to learn 
Class Meeting 
Sunday School for Adults 
 
 
 
**Need a group to provide meal 
for Alpha Community Center 
Soup Kitchen in Sidney. 

VBS Wrap-up pics on pg 6-7 

Backpack Sunday Pictures on pg 8 
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Message from our Pastor 

Greetings! 
 

In September we anticipate welcoming new members into our church. 

This has prompted me to think again about what it means to be a member 

of a church. 
 

Claiming to be a member of a church, or club or organization means 

something.  It may not mean the same thing for all instances, but they all 

mean something.  I believe that claiming to be a member of a church is 

different than being a member of any other organization.  
 

Thom Rainer in his little book on church membership, I am a Church 

Member, says that, "God placed us in churches so that we might serve, to 

care for others, to pray for one another, to learn, to teach and to give and 

in some cases to die.” 
 

We attend worship in order to worship God, and we honor God when we 

are a member of God’s church. Even better, we get to serve one another 

and our community in the name of Jesus as we are a part of the church. 
 

One of my favorite passages to discuss with confirmation classes is 1 

Corinthians 12. In this passage Paul uses the analogy of a human body as 

being similar to the church. He talks about the head, legs, feet and arms. 

He makes the claim that all must work together for the body to function 

well. This is true of the church as well. On any given Sunday, when the full 

roster of church members is not at worship, we are not the same as if we 

were all in attendance.  
 

Our ministries are enhanced by the diversity of the people of this church. 

When one person fails to exercise their God given gifts, the whole church 

suffers. Membership means something. It means something to us 

individually and it means something to the church as a collective of 

people. 
 

What I love about our membership and baptismal vows is that the church 

you are joining is saying yes to encouraging, praying and caring for new 

members as they join.  If you are reading this and are not a member of 

Greene St., I hope you’ll join us for a new member class on September 11, 

immediately following the 10:30 worship service. We will talk more about 

what it means to be a member of this church and hopefully answer any 

questions that you might have. 
 

I hope to see you all soon! 
 

 

 

 

Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene St. UMC 
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Children’s Ministry 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks  

Our students of all ages received a special blessing during worship on Sunday, 
August 28th.  They were lifted in prayer and blessed by their Greene Street 
family! They also received a  back-to-school gift which included a special clip 
to attach to their backpacks, and a note pad  imprinted with John 3:16 on the 
cover, reminding them of God’s love and presence in their  lives.  

The backpacks which you so generously donated were also prayed over and 
blessed. They will  be distributed to the schools by our amazing Susan Hopkins 
(who is heading this up  for the 8th year!♥☺) and her sister on September 1st and 
2nd. Susan will announce details of  this important ministry in the weeks to 
come.  

Save the Date:  

Trunk or Treat will again be 
held on Thursday, October 
27th, during Piqua’s Trick or 
Treat celebration. (In the case 
of inclement weather or if the 
city cancels or postpones that 
evening, we will do the same).  

We would love to have you 
decorate your car trunk or 
truck bed for Halloween, dress 
in  costume if you wish, and 
join us to pass out candy to 
the hundreds of children who 
enjoy this event! Please notify 
the church office or Barb 
Hudson if you wish to 
participate.  

Again this year we are NOT asking for candy donations. Instead, the bucket 
ministry donations for the month of October will be used to purchase Halloween 
candy. Thank you in advance for supporting this important outreach through 
your donations to the buckets!  

Children’s Sunday School  

On Sunday mornings during the 10:30 
worship, children ages five through 
Sixth Grade are  excused before the 
sermon for Sunday School in room 24, 
upstairs off the balcony. 
During  September and October we 
will read stories from 1 Samuel and 1 
Kings about Hannah, Samuel, Saul, 
David, and Solomon! 
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Answered Prayers from the 

Food Pantry 
We have had new people come each week 
to get food. We were the answer to their 
prayers. 
 

When baby formula was hard to find we 
were able to supply a couple of mothers with 
formula. They were very happy. 
 

Two ladies came and when I asked them 
how I could pray for them, they asked that I 
praise God for them because they felt God 
had provided for them - God is definitely 
good! 
 

My friend JF came and was upset about his 
son who has a learning disability. He feels 
the school is just pushing him through. He 
keeps asking for help and feels he is getting 
none. I told him to keep asking and not to 
give up. I prayed with him. 
 

A lady came and said she was thankful that 
God saved her from a tree that fell in a 
recent storm. 
 

Many friends ask me to pray that their 
finances get better. Please pray that all their 
needs be met. 
 

Peggy Moorman CLM 

Outbound Ministry Update... 

Praise God we have not been affected much by 

covid recently. Both facilities have had a couple of 

positive cases which had prevented me from entering 

at that time so as not to spread to any other facility. 

But the facility was never closed down and they were  

in the clear the following week. So prayerfully that will 

be the case moving forward.  There has been a 

change in the activity director at Piqua manor, who 

by the way, is just a hoot! Haha! Her outgoing 

personality seems to have grown in our Bible study 

group! That has been absolutely awesome! Xenia of 

course has always been a relatively large group. We 

have taken on another nursing facility which is the one 

in Versailles. They have a new activity director which is 

learning the ropes. The day I was to start with them, 

their facility was completely closed with an outbreak 

of covid. So at this time, I am putting off starting with 

them until after my total knee replacement next 

month. Gary will be my "driving Miss Becky"! He'll be 

taking me to the facilities. The week after my surgery 

we will be putting together a little music for them that 

will be some country music and some gospel music. 

They have been looking forward to that for quite some 

time. In fact they have been talking about that. It's 

almost kind of like, "okay when are you going to have 

that knee done already!" LOL it will also be another 

outreach for those that I have not had a chance to 

meet. 

 

Jesus said, "I will make you fishers of Men if you follow 

me." One thing Rev Will pointed out in his sermon is 

that it takes all of us to be disciples of Christ. Now that 

wasn't his "exact" wording. But point being, it's not just 

up to Rev Will, or me, or you, or the guy that lives 

down the block, etc, to be "fishers of Men."  

Just some food for thought in case you are hungry. 

Thank you so much for your prayers in this ministry they 

are always needed and greatly appreciated! 

The Lord Bless and Keep You, the Lord Make His Face 

to Shine on You, and be Gracious to You. The Lord 

Turn His Face Towards You and Give You Peace. 

Numbers 6: 24-26 

 

Blessing to you all! 

Becky Kelly CLM 
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United Methodist Men 

The UMM would like to remind all men that you 

are invited to attend our monthly meetings. 

The more men we have involved the more 

ideas we have for the greater good of God’s 

Church. Our next meeting will be September 

17th at 8:00 am in the basement at the Church.   

Samaritan's 

Purse Christmas 

Shoebox Project 

It is one again time to start 

thinking about packing our 

50 shoeboxes with gifts  for 

children. Operation Christmas Child is a way for boys 

and girls around the world to hear the Good News 

of the Gospel and come to know and follow Jesus 

Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

Since 1993 over 198 million boys and girls in more 

than 170 countries and territories have experienced 

God’s love through the power of simple shoebox 

gifts from Operation Christmas Child. Samaritan’s 

Purse works with local churches and ministry partners 

to deliver the gifts and share the life changing Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

Some of the items needed to complete this project 

are: dolls, toy cars, yo-yos, small balls, combs, hair 

brushes, socks, t-shirts, sunglasses, solar calculators, 

etc. Remember it has to be small enough to fit in a 

shoebox. 

Each child who receives a box is invited to 

participate in The Greatest Journey. This is a 12 

lesson discipleship course. Children who join this 

program learn how to follow Christ and share Him 

with others. As they do, entire families and 

communities are transformed by the power of the 

Gospel, and churches are started. I like to say we 

are winning the world for Christ one shoebox at a 

time. 

Peggy Moorman 

Love Packages 

 

Love Packages is fueling international missions 

work and sending the gospel to the ends of the 

earth by putting donated Bibles and other 

Christian literature into the hands of people 

around the world. 

They ship over 1,500 tons of recycled gospel 

literature on the mission field every year. Their 

goal for 2022 is to ship 2,022 tons overseas. 

They can use Bibles, reference materials, books, 

magazines, daily devotionals, Sunday School 

materials, CDs, DVDs, puppets, nativity sets, etc. 

They have two criteria for deciding what 

material they accept—something that will lead 

someone to faith in Christ and/or something 

that will disciple a believer. 

Statistics tell us that every piece of literature will 

be read by an average of 20 people. Each 

container has at least 1 million pieces, so the 

potential is to reach 20 million every time we 

send a container.  

If you are interested in learning more about this 

opportunity to spread the gospel, you can 

check them out online.  You can bring any 

material you have to the collection center and 

put it in the box marked Love Packages. 

 

Peggy Moorman 
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VBS Wrap up: 

 

We had a fantastic turnout 

for VBS this year!  We had 47 

kiddos create friendships 

with others, but most 

importantly they 

experienced Jesus!  They 

also gathered donations for 

the Miami County Children 

Services and Franklin House 

for kiddos going into foster 

care or are displaced by 

domestic violence.  We 

discussed how everyone 

needs a friend especially 

when things seem rough.  

Jesus calls us to be his hands 

and feet and by doing so, 

we can show others Jesus. 

 

We are so thankful for 

everyone who donated 

items for snacks, helped 

with security, volunteered 

for the week as leaders/

teachers, and for all of the 

grown ups that trusted us 

with your kiddos.   

 

We can't wait to start 

planning next year's VBS!  It 

is going to be out of this 

world!! 

 

Krystal and Chrissy 
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Family Dinner: 
Looking to meet other families with kiddos?  
Are you wanting to make connections with 
other parents?  Do you just need to talk to 
someone over the height of 3 feet?   

If you answered yes to one, all, or none of 
these, Family Dinner is for you!! 

Hello, our names are Krystal and Jordy 
Lawson!  We have 3 kiddos who you may or 
may not have heard screaming in church 
on occasion or two (YIKES!!)  We have a 
tradition in our family to start off our week 
with Family Dinner!  It is our time to 
reconnect, recharge, relax and just be with 
each other.  Jordy and I have often 
debated and prayed on how to connect 
with other families with kiddos.  Not only for 
our own sanity, but for our kiddos to make 
life long, faith filled connections too.  As we 
all know, parenting is HARD and we are firm 
believers that it takes a village to raise our 
kids.  We all need connections including our 
kiddos.     

Jordy and I are inviting families to join us in 
Family Dinner once a month.  Families 
young and old are invited to bring a dish to 
share on the first Sunday of the month.  This 
will allow our kiddos to form those tight knit 
friendships, parents to connect to other 
parents, relax and recharge for the month.  
If you don't have young kiddos or any 
kiddos, you are still invited.  The parents of 
littles could always use your experience, 
wisdom or a set of ears! 

Join us on: 

Sunday, September 11, 2022, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, October 2, 2022, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 6, 2022, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 4, 2022, 5:00 7:00 p.m. 

2023 Dates TBD! 

If you have any questions, please let me 
know. 

Thanks and see you at dinner! 

Krystal and Jordy Lawson 
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Blessings of the Backpacks!      Traveling Prayer Event 

BackPack Sunday—August 28, 2022 

Backpack Drive 

The eighth annual Backpack drive has 

ended and was a great success! A 

quick count after the service today 

came to 64 new, beautiful, and sturdy 

backpacks for our Piqua school 

children! My sister is coming down to 

help me pack them up and deliver 

them to the schools. Looking forward 

to some sibling time as we bless 

students in need. 

Thank you for your generous hearts.  

 

Susan Hopkins 
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The United Methodist Church possesses a rich tradition of statements, 
writings, and resolutions affirming the vocation of all Christians to live in 
healthy, charitable, and just relationship with the whole of creation. 
Increasing numbers of United Methodists are responding to this call by 
taking action for ecological healing and environmental justice within 
local churches and communities, through our connectional system, and 
in partnership with ecumenical, interfaith, and public environmental 
movements. 

At the same time, in an age of widespread social and environmental degradation threatening human 
and planetary wellbeing, many United Methodists are asking with renewed urgency what more we are 
called to do in faithfulness to God to care for creation and do justice with our neighbors. The 
interconnected crises of rising CO2 emissions, climate chaos, biodiversity collapse, land, water, and air 
pollution, and multiple forms of social inequity, including especially systemic racism, economic injustice, 
and intergenerational violence, require widespread change at every level of personal, social, cultural, 
economic, and political life today. 

United Methodist Creation Justice Tips  -  WE CAN!  -  Together WE CAN make a difference!  

Share these Tips with your family, friends, and congregation,  

The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement is providing these Tips as a tool to equip 
church members, families, and individuals to respond to God's call to care for creation and 

do justice with our neighbors, For more about the UM Creation Justice Movement, go to 
umcreationjustice.org or speak to Peggy Moorman, CLM. 

August’s Tips identify ways you too can create a 
legacy. Ultimately, our legacy is who we are. Consider 
the bolded verbs below. Make a list for yourself for your 
fridge or one for your green team that starts with 
 
“We are people who…” 
  
Preserve: When you find something amazingly 
wonderful, take care to keep it that way! What you do 
for creation care is your legacy. 
  
Conserve: When you realize something wonderful is 
being chipped away, take action to stop the damage. 
Visit the Nature Conservancy website. 
  
Restore: When you see major damage to God’s 
creation, do everything you can to fix it. For example, 
find ways to plant trees either on your own land 
or worldwide. 
  
Regenerate: When you despair over degradation, 
remember “The earth is the LORD’s (Psalm 24:1)” and 
dig in with hope. Work in harmony with God’s natural 
systems to bring back life. Composting, clearing 
waterways, planting for pollinators are ways. 
  
Renew: Immerse yourself in nature. Try forest bathing, 
hiking, enjoying a park, hunting for waterfalls and 
wildflowers, going to a botanical garden or arboretum, 
getting out on the water in a sailboat, kayak, or canoe. 
Renew your commitment to care for the nature that 
renews you. 
  

Designate: Put responsibility where it belongs. Some 
environmental actions are the obligation of us as 
individuals. Others are the onus of corporations, 
businesses, and governments. All of us are accountable 
for our actions and non-actions for the areas for which 
we have responsibility. Know the Top Twelve Actions for 
everyone.  
  
Legislate: Tackle the big problems with big action. 
If you can’t handle the issue by yourself, we collectively 
can do it! Organize, donate, speak up, vote. Sign 
Action Alerts from the Creation Justice 
Movement or United Women of Faith. Make change 
happen.  
  
Invest: What you choose to use your money for makes a 
difference. Even small “investments,” such as purchases 
of organic food and items that are not plastic count, as 
well as any other outlay of your money, time, or effort 
that contributes to a healthier planet and to justice for 
all who live here. 
  
Divest: Get rid of “stuff.” Shed the burden of the 
consumerism mentality. Pull out of investments in fossil 
fuels. Choose simplicity and what’s good for the 
planet.  
  
Teach: Children observe continuously. Teaching 
younger generations through words, expectations, and 
especially by example to care for God’s creation and 
to seek justice is a special legacy. “Train children in the 
right way, and when old, they will not stray” (Proverbs 
22:6).   

https://umcreationjustice.org/1984-2/
https://umcreationjustice.org/1984-2/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
https://onetreeplanted.org/
https://umcreationjustice.org/take-action/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c63ca742b709ff151d49dc60c&id=b950fc5ca0
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c63ca742b709ff151d49dc60c&id=b950fc5ca0
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1 Payton Meckstroth 
 Peter Sullivan 
2    Amanda Brown 
3 Amanda Ellis 
 Savannah Jaqua 
      Jeanne Ringer 
 Evelyn Stilwell 
 Claire Wiseman 
4    Makenzie Ellerman 
5 Dick Clark 
      Jim Meckstroth  
6    Phil Thomas 
7    Abigail Silvers 
      Mike Taylor 
8 Brenda Rice 
9    Todd Lavey  
10 Arlys Fogt 
      Jackie Pollock 
11 Jennifer Everett 
13 Darryl Lawson 
16  Ashley Bantz 
 Lou Oakes 
      Phylis Otey       
17 Logan Peepels     
19  Nicholas Heath 
20 Dustin Brown 
22  Hal Cain 
23 Brett Marrs 
27 Harper Bantz 
      Edna Middleton 
30 John Cox 

4  Jerry & Arlys Fogt 
5  Kylee & Tyler Mann 
8 Joe & Toni Thompson 
9 Josh & Kelly Meckstroth 
11  Brett & Alice Marrs 
12  Nicole & Ryan Lacy 
19  Jenna & Phillip Larger 
20 Michael & Megan Kline 
22   Cody & Colleen Oakes 
25  Marian & Ron Couchot 
28   Hillary & Addison Jaqua   
29  Brenda & Paul Rice 
30  Heather & Boyce Ballinger 

1 Susan Hopkins 
2    Jill Weimer 
6      William Monnier 
7    Jean Heath  
8 Jeff Erbes 
     Lily Stewart 
10 Jo Anderson 
         Karley Lacy 
12    Mary-Jo Morgan 
13 Grant Maniaci 
         Nancy Woods 
14    Klay Mann 
         Andy Stilwell 
16   Cale Meckstroth 
     Carris Meckstroth 
18 Scarlett Cooper 
 Ken Heath 
     Dorothy Hogston 
         Sandor Scroggins 
20   Don Ruffner 
23   Jake Slusher 
24 Amy Hartman 
         Owen Larger 
26    Toni Thompson 
27    Jerry Fogt (Sharon) 
 Melanie Sever  
28 Avery Helman 
 Landon Helman 
 Charlie Vosler 
29   Michelle Underwood 
30   Kay Hardman 

3       Stephanie & Michael Maniaci 
6    Mike & Michelle Taylor       
     Amy & Chris Vosler 
9 George & Kathy Sweetman 
12    Valerie & Steve Mullikin 
         Jeff & Linda Price  
13 Jeff & Diana Hall 
16   Pat & Edna Middleton 
19   Charles & Shirley Sanders 
21 Jim & Kelli Meckstroth                                                                               
24   Rick & Karen Kist 
28   Scott & Renee Helman 
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Thank You’s 

The Prayer Page 

Darl Blevins, Betty Clark, Arlys Fogt, Mary Guenthner, 
Jim Heath, Ken Heath, Pat Helman, Mark Hopkins, 
Joanne Motter, Harold (Doc) Pummill, Doug Stilwell,  

Greene Street Church Family –  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –  

Cheryl Vollette, Linda Short (Ash), Gary Johnson, Mike 
Greenwell (Collette), Bev Kaser, Jake and Becky Ailer 
(Cooper), Brittnie Waugh, Melissa Lawrence, Cathy 
Henne, Danielle Baker, Alisha Hartzell (Daycare), Warren 
McNemar (Ellerman), Megan Apple (Gaier), Rhonda 
Gates, Angie Shroyer (Helman), Vicki Couchois 
(Hogston), Conrad Beal (Hopkins), Grace (Jackson), Tom 
Rhoades (Minton), Ryan Motter, Glenn Devers (Motter), 
Alex Coviak, Sarah Nick, Harper Mathis (Stanford), 
Marilyn Ketrow, Becah, Mike and Lowell Jess (Stilwell), 
Danny (Thorpe)  

Military –  

Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Jacob Grogean (Daycare 
Parent), Taylor Huebner (Frazier), Piqua #1487 Transport 
Unit (Hopkins), Cadet Allison Osborn (Pedroff), Joseph 
Sherman (Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Alex 
Rossman (Sweetman), Tom Place (Tapp), Dasch 
Underwood 

Care Facilities –  

 Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Betty Gary, Jean 
Francony; Brookdale: Judy Meckstroth, Jim & Phylis 
Otey; Story Point: Rose Staley, Carol Hepler; Piqua 
Manor: Debbie Blue 

We pray God’s comfort to be with:  

 Please pray for the sister and brother-

in-law of Debbie Frazier, Sue and 

John Benkert.  John’s father, Jim 

Benkert passed away Wednesday, 

July 6, 2022 

 Prayers of peace and comfort for the 

family and friends Susan Burris (Mote), 

who passed away on May 15, 2022 in 

California.  

 Prayers for God’s peace are 

extended to family and friends of 

Dorie Perry, who passed away on 

Thursday, July 14, 2022.  

 From Lauren Sweetman: Prayers for 

the family and friends of Kathy 

Young, who passed away on 

Wednesday, July 27, 2022. Kathy was 

a fellow 2020 graduate of Piqua High 

School and a Greene Street Daycare 

friend.  

 Prayers for God’s peace are 

extended to family and friends of 

Dan Califf, who passed away on 

Thursday, August 25, 2022.  

We pray God’s blessings upon:  

 With full hearts, Cork and Lou Ellen 

Oakes would like you to know they 

welcomed Charlotte Mae Oakes into 

their family on 7/6/22!! Also proud 

Aunt Faye!  

Dear Greene Street Church Members, 

Thank you so much for your generous gift. I am 

extremely grateful.  

I am currently at the US Coast Guard Academy training 

the new class of cadets (“swabs”). I thought my boot 

camp was hard, but leading trainees through their own 

is even harder!  

Thank you again for your gift! 

Sincerely, Allison E. Osborn 

 

 

Thank you for once again sharing your creativity 

(gorgeous, colorful shawls & afghans) with us! 

Your kindness & generosity is very much appreciated! 

Beth Shrake, Hospice of Miami County 
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Our Lord is causing our Bikes to 
Breakdown!!! 

“I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the 
darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth.” Isaiah 42:16. It is exciting going on 
mission not knowing what will happen. I am convinced that He will cause our bikes to have breakdowns. 
One of our teams was going into new, unfamiliar, territory. They had decided to take 100 Gideon Bibles 
with them. On the road they had a breakdown. Next to where they broke down was a church that was 
in the midst of fasting and prayer. The church was asking for our Lord to bring them Bibles!! Well, we all 
know that our Lord broke our bike. Recently, another team was returning to base. Their bike broke down. 
It was night and they had to push their bike for 30 minutes before arriving into an unfamiliar town. It was 
10 PM. The chief gave them a place to sleep. Most of the people were in 
bed. Our team asked the chief if they could show the Jesus Film. He agreed. 
Many of the town, hearing the show, got up to watch. The show ended at 
midnight. Several prayed for salvation. The next day our team baptized the 
chief and a town elder. God, again, broke down our bike to accomplish His 
purposes. Today, one of our team leaders came to me confused. He said 
that this is the third time his bike has broken down, deep in the bush, in front 
of the same town. I told him it was obvious that our Lord had reason for it. 
We will send a mission team to that town to discover why. Undoubtedly a 
harvest will come from another bike “problem.”  Our Lord said, “I will lead 
the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide 
them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough 
places smooth.” Our Lord guides us along unfamiliar paths, into the rough 
places, to bring His Light into the darkness. In obedience, the unfamiliar 
becomes familiar, the dark receives His Light, the rough places become 
smooth.  

Update form Wordsower Africa 


