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Rev. Will Leasure 

You’re invited to join us in praying for our 

schools! 

The community is invited to take part in a Traveling Prayer 

Event that will take place on Sunday, September 13th at 7:00 

p.m. We will start at Washington Primary. Please wear masks 

and stay six feet apart as we meet in the parking lot for a com-

munity prayer to lift up our students, staff, parents, and com-

munity. We will then move and follow the same procedures at 

PCIS, PHS & PJHS, and end at Springcreek Primary. While this 

event is being catalyzed by Greene St. UMC ALL are welcome! 

Community members please come and speak out with us in 

prayer.  A big thank you goes to Jennifer Everett for bringing 

this idea to light.  Please look for and share the event from our 

Facebook page to get the word out.  We look forward to see-

ing you on the 13th! 
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Greeting Greene St.! 

I hope this finds you well. One thing I’ve been thinking lately is, “I didn’t think we would still 
be here. I didn’t think we would still be dealing with this pandemic.”  Have you thought 
the same thing?   

At first, I thought we would shut down for a few weeks, then it turned to a few months, now 
we’re staring at not a new normal, but certainly a different reality.  Over the last four 
months, I’ve been slowly reading a book called “The Patient Ferment of the Early Church” 
by Alan Kreider.  It has been fascinating to read during this time as there are eery parallels. 

For the first three hundred years of the church’s existence, it was a mixture of underground 
networks, house churches and small groups.  They didn’t have public worship like we know 
it.  Rarely was there a building dedicated for communal worship.  Christianity was illegal 
and the Roman Emperor for three hundred years wanted to keep it that way. 

While we have started to come back into our building for worship, it isn’t the same.  So I 
wonder what might we be able to glean from our spiritual ancestors.  They often didn’t 
have a building.  They didn’t have hymnals or projectors or screens.  Yet, the church grew 
throughout those first three centuries. 

In the book, Kreider describes one congregation in Greece that met in a bedroom. In a 
bedroom! Can you even call a group small enough to meet in a bedroom a 
congregation?  This makes me think about what opportunities we are missing during this 
time.  Could this be a time where we spend the next year trying to connect everybody 
possible to one of our small groups (what we call class meetings)? 

In August, I approached our Administrative Council with an idea to ensure everyone in our 
church is connected and cared for.  While I know a lot about what is going on in many of 
your lives, it is nearly impossible to keep up with everyone.  I would like to identify five to 
seven people who would act as a class meeting leader in two different ways.   

First, by October 1st I would like to start 1-2 in person class meetings each week.  I have 
spoken with several of you over the last year about your interest and I believe now is the 
time to get an additional meeting or two going. If you are interested in joining a group, 
please let me know; it will be good for growth as a follower of Jesus. 

Second, I would like to have 2-3 people who act as class leaders but in a less structured 
manner.  I want for everyone who is in our church that is not already in, or about to join a 
class meeting, to be cared for.  This would include periodic calls to folks who are shut in or 
not yet ready to get out.  This may also include folks who aren’t necessarily interested in 
being in a small group but want to stay connected.  Like the in person class meeting, I 
would like to see the leaders checking in on their group to see how they are doing 
spiritually, as well as to see if persons have any prayer concerns.  This could happen over 
the phone or in person. 

We are uncertain of the months ahead.  Regardless of where the pandemic leads, the 
church can still be the church.  The foundation of the Methodist and Wesleyan movement 
is a group of people who are watching over one another in love.  If you are someone who 
is interested in leading an in person group, or being a spiritual leader for a group of people 
that you could check in on regularly, please let me know.   

While we are in uncertain times, we are certain that God is with us. 

I hope to see you soon! 

Peace, 
Will Leasure 
Pastor, Greene St. 
 
 

Message from our Pastor—Greetings Greene St.! 
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Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
Backpack Sunday will look different this year as many things 
are. Perhaps more than ever we want to send our school 
aged children and youth back to school with our prayers and 
our blessings! 
 
On Sunday, September 6th during the 10:30 worship, Pastor 
Leasure will lead us in prayer, whether we are at home or in 
the sanctuary, and offer blessings upon each of our students, 
teachers, and school personnel. (In Piqua, school begins 
Tuesday, September 8th) All students will then receive a back-
to-school gift which will be delivered to their home.  
 
We don’t want to miss anyone! If you have students in your 
family, pre-school through college aged, please email or text 
Miss Barb (bhudson41@gmail.com /937-418-6465) 
by Friday September 4th for delivery.  
 
The backpacks which have been generously donated by 
you, for children in the Piqua schools who are in need, will 
also be blessed. So that the recipients will know they are 
loved and cared for by Greene St., each bag will have a tag 
clipped to it indicating as such.  
 
 
  
Online Sunday School 
 
Lessons will continue to be provided with stories and scriptures 
being read, recorded and emailed to families each week. 
Beginning September 6th, we will be using a new Sunday 
School curriculum: a series titled Celebrate Wonder, which 
was created by the United Methodist Publishing House to 
engage children’s natural sense of curiosity, explore their 
faith, and to help them understand God’s love.  
 
September lessons will include stories from Genesis about the 
creation and in October we will also be reading from Genesis 
about Abraham and Isaac.  If you would like to receive these 
virtual lessons, please email Miss Barb. 
(bhudson41@gmail.com) 

Ministries for Children 

Third Grade Bibles 
 
Our Third Grade students were 
presented with a traditional 
gift from their church family. 
They each received their very 
own Bible on their front 
porches! We pray that they 
will be encouraged to read 
and study God’s word while 
developing a personal rela-
tionship with their Heavenly 
Father.  
 
Bella Reimer  

 
Owen Larger 
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United Methodist 

Men 
 
The UMM would like to 

remind all men that you are 

invited to attend our 

monthly meetings. The more 

men we have involved the 

more ideas we have for the 

greater good of God’s 

Church. Our next meetings 

will be September 19th, 8:00 

am & October 17th, 8:00 am 

in the basement at the 

Church.   

Christmas Shoebox Project 

We will be preparing 50 shoeboxes to send to Samaritan’s 

Purse. For the children who receive these boxes, this may 

be the only gift the child ever receives.  

Here is a list of items we can use: 

It is important that the children know about God’s love. 

After they receive their box. They are invited to join The 

Greatest Journey, a 12 lesson discipleship program. The 

children are making up a new generation of evangelists. 

It costs $9 to send each box. We will appreciate any help 

you can give us with this project. 

Stuffed animals 
Shoes/flip flops 
Small balls 
Solar calculators 
Pens/pencils 
Crayons 

Socks/shirts 
Sunglasses 
Washcloths/bar soap 
Notebooks 
Small toys/books 
Yo-yos 
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Greene Street Food Pantry 
 

The pantry reopened on July 13th, and as word gets 

out that we are open and in a new location we are 

seeing some familiar faces return.  Everyone who 

comes to the pantry is so appreciative of the food they 

are receiving.   
 

During the period from July 13-31 the pantry was able 

to serve 40 households - which provided food to 28 sen-

iors, 33 adults and 11 children.  We can see that people 

are finding us because during the weeks of August 1-

19. we served 49 families which provided food to 34 

seniors, 46 adults and 15 children. 
 

Our new location gives us much more room to store dry 

goods and has plenty of room for our refrigerators and 

freezers.  Because of Covid-19, the pantry continues to 

be drive through.  Our volunteers collect information 

from the family and load food into the cars, maintain-

ing a no-touch system.  While this is safer for everyone, 

it does mean extra steps and carrying for the volun-

teers.  Everyone looks forward to the time when we can 

again invite families into the pantry to do their own 

shopping. 
 

A big thank you has to go to Kroger for their continued 

support.  During July we received 280 pounds of meat 

and 271 pounds of bakery donations.   
 

Answered Prayers 
from the Food 

Pantry 

We are excited to have our 
food pantry open again. We 
are operating out of 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church where we have a lot 
more room. A Box is prepared 
for each person and 
delivered to their car. We 
have access to a larger 
quantity of food items. This  is 
a big answer to our prayers. 

One lady came and told us 
she had to have an eye 
removed. I can't imagine 
what that would be like. We 
need to keep her in our 
prayers. 

Another request was to pray 
for a drug addict. There are 
many people who have this 
problem. Let's pray that God 
will somehow give them the 
courage to stop using drugs. 

Many people asked that we 
pray that we can overcome 
the Coronavirus. 

If anyone is interested in 
seeing how the pantry works, 
would you consider 
volunteering one day a 
month? It is a good feeling to 
know we are serving God by 
serving others. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1 Adam Heath 
      Payton Meckstroth 
2    Amanda Brown 
3  Amanda Ellis 
      Jeanne Ringer 
 Evelyn Stilwell 
4    Makenzie Ellerman 
5 Dick Clark 
      Jim Meckstroth  
6    Phil Thomas 
7    Marilyn Marratta 
      Abigail Silvers 
      Mike Taylor 
8 Brenda Rice 
9    Todd Lavey  
10 Arlys Fogt 
 Jackie Pollock 
11 Ed Elliott 
12 Jennifer Everett 
15  Mary Grimes        
16 Ashley Bantz 
 Lou Oakes 
      Phylis Otey       
17 Logan Peepels     
19  Nicholas Heath 
20 Dustin Brown 
      John Grear 
22  Hal Cain 
      Beckett Klopp 
      Griffin Reimer 
23 Brett Marrs 
26 Jamie Oldham 
 Bella Reimer 
27 Edna Middleton 
30 John Cox 

3  Hannah & Michael Parshall 
4  Jerry & Arlys Fogt 
5  Kylee & Tyler Mann 
8  Joe & Toni Thompson 
11  Brett & Alice Marrs 
19  Jenna & Phillip Larger 
20  Michael & Megan Kline 
25  Marian & Ron Couchot   
29  Brenda & Paul Rice 
30  Heather & Boyce Ballinger 

1 Susan Hopkins 
2    Jill Weimer 
3    Jace Palmer 
7    Jean Heath  
8 Jeff Erbes 
     Lily Stewart 
10 Jo Anderson 
         Karley Lacy 
12    Moriah Farris 
         Mackenzie Grear 
         Mary-Jo Morgan 
13 Nancy Woods 
14 Andy Stilwell 
16   Cale Meckstroth 
     Carris Meckstroth 
 William Monnier 
18 Scarlett Cooper 
 Ken Heath 
     Dorothy Hogston 
20   Don Ruffner 
21 Grace Liette 
23   Jake Slusher 
24 Amy Hartman 
         Owen Larger 
26    Toni Thompson 
27    Jerry Fogt (Sharon) 
 Phil Reimer 
     Melanie Sever  
28 Avery Helman 
 Landon Helman 
 Hannah Kingrey 
     Jenny Pettit 
     Charlie Vosler 
29   Jade Piatt 
     Michelle Underwood 
30   Kay Hardman 

6 Mike & Michelle Taylor       
     Amy & Chris Vosler 
9 George & Kathy Sweetman 
12     Valerie & Steve Mullikin 
13 Jeff & Diana Hall 
16   Pat & Edna Middleton 
19   Charles & Shirley Sanders 
21 Jim & Kelli Meckstroth                                                                                
24   Rick & Karen Kist 
28   Scott & Renee Helman 
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We pray God’s comfort to be 
with:  

 Prayers for God's Peace to be with the 

families of Joyce Ellerman & Brenda 

Rice in the passing of their step-brother, 

Doug in Georgia on July 6, 2020.  

 Prayers for Bob Wirrig family, Bob 

passed away Sunday after years of 

illness. Friend of Pat Helman 

 Prayers for Dave Helman family, 

Dave  passed away this past week. 

Dave is a cousin of Pat Helman. 

 Prayers for God’s peace are extended 

to the family and friends of Grant 

Gillespie, 11 year old who passed away 

on Monday, August 3, 2020. 

 Prayers for God’s peace are extended 

to the Gastelu family in the passing of 

Mom, Kelly. 

 Prayers for God's Peace to be with 

Jennifer Everett and family in the 

passing of her father, Richard Gentis on 

Monday, August 24, 2020.  Also keep 

Dianne Gentis, Jennifer’s mom, in your 

prayers during this difficult time.  

 

We pray God’s blessings upon: 

 We pray God’s blessings upon Becky 

Hughes (daycare receptionist) with the 

birth of her son, Nikolai "Niko" Shane 

Hughes, on Monday, August 3, 2020.   

 We pray God’s blessings upon Megan 

(McBee) and baby Milana in Orlando, 

also prayers for new Grandpa, Chuck 

McBee. 

The Prayer PageThe Prayer Page  

Jo Anderson, Hubert & DiAnn Bateman, Joyce 
Ellerman, Kay Hardman, Becky Kelly, Judy MacKellar, 
Don Motter, Harold Pummill, Miriam Robinson, Darrell 
Seas, Denise Scroggins, Cecil Stewart, Amy Sweetman 

Greene Street Church Family –  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –  

Chuck & Bev Yacht, Patty Heslep (Ash), Laura & Julia 
(Brogden), Beth Califf (daughter-in-law) (Califf), 
Norma Miller (Clark), Manuella (Cooper), Brooke 
Cathcart, George Everage (Daycare), Paul, Pam 
(Doak), Peggy Ramer (Elliott), Uncle Jack Thiebau, 
Tammy (Frazier), Tim Wagner (Fry), Boyce (Hall), 
Coach Greg Hale, Angie Shroyer, Morgan Anderson, 
Jeanine Anders, Peggy Root (Helman), Rachel 
Hopkins (Hopkins), Judy Hug (Kelly), Tom (Jackson), 
Jim Lavy (Lavy),  Aunt Cindy (Leasure),  Dave Hyder 
(MacKellar), Jon (Morgan), Travis Wamer, Baby Stella 
(Mullikin), Mike Rogers (Oakes), Barb (Ringer), Tim 
Andrews (Salisbury), Carol (Scroggins), Cynthia 
Stayley, Nancy Stahle Havner, Pam Nicodemus, Dick 
& Elma Clark (Seas), Sharon Ford, Mike Jess, Bekah, 
Marilyn Ketrow, Mark and Jerri Switzer (Stilwell), Silas, 
Zack (Thorpe), Ron Weimer, Jill’s dad, Jimmy Straley, 
Jeff Butterfield (Weimer), Ryan Woods (Woods) 

Military –  

Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark 
Cripe (Elliott), Ashtyn Wilson, Taylor Huebner (Frazier), 
Piqua #1487 Transport Unit (Hopkins), Ben Datu & 
family (Mullikin), Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman 
(Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Brittany Lewis, 
Alex Rossman (Sweetman), Dasch Underwood  

Care Facilities –  

Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, Mary 
Grimes, Betty Gary, Peg Hance; Story Point: Al Erbes, 
Rose Staley; Piqua Manor: Jean Francony; Lewis 
Center: Jo Asher; 

Do We Have Wrong Information?? 
One thing this time of quarantine has shown me is that 
Greene Street Church does not have YOUR most current 
information.   

The only way we can communicate with you about 
what Greene Street is doing is if we have up to date 
information.   

You may email or call the church office to confirm your 
information is correct.  Please include address, phone 
numbers, and email addresses.  Other good information 
would be birthdates, anniversaries, and a family picture.   

As we continue to work through this different time, we will 
be contacting everyone to update your information.  
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