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9th Annual 2022 Backpack Drive Is 

Here! “Giving is not just about making 

a donation, it's about making a 

difference”  

School is out and summer hasn't officially begun but here I am, 

reminding you about our August Backpack Drive. As the warm 

weather months fly by, this is a gentle nudge to keep your eyes 

open for good, strong backpacks for our PCS children. It's hard to 

believe this is year nine and our total donations to the local schools 

is over 600! I have contacted all five building principals and they 

look forward to receiving our new or gently used backpacks for the 

2022-2023 school year. Quality over quantity please. The 

backpacks really take a beating! 

Details: Full size backpacks; even Kindergarten bags need to hold a 

Chrome Book and 9X12 folders 

Sturdy fabric and tough zippers  

Neutral colors  

No wheels  

Let's do this Greene Street! School children of all ages in need are 

proud to carry a great, new backpack; sometimes it's their first new 

one ever! If I can help in any way, please give me a call to assist 

with your shopping. God Bless you church family, I am so proud of 

each bag I deliver to the schools in the fall; it wouldn't happen 

without your generosity! 
 
In His Love,  

 
 
 

Susan Hopkins  
susanphopkins@gmail.com  
Phone: 937-368-2357  
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Message from our Pastor 

Greetings Greene St., 
 

I hope this finds you well as we have reached the heart of the summer season. Though 

the last two years plus have been filled with challenges, yes, covid, but additional 

challenges as well, I am grateful for how this church has responded during this season. 

The way we have pulled through the last two years together gives me great hope for 

the future of Greene St.! 
 

Because of this church’s faithfulness and generosity we have recently added two 

people to our church staff. Amanda Seas will start July 1 as our Youth Coordinator. She 

will have the responsibility of caring for our Junior and Senior High Students.  
 

Second, we have hired our own Decker Jackson to lead music for our 10:30 service. 

While this is a temporary position as he is home for the summer on break, I’m thrilled to 

have him using his gifts and ability to serve our church. 
 

Because of these two hires, I can direct my energy and time to restarting a ministry or 

two and perhaps getting something new off of the ground. It seems like the right time to 

bring back ministries that we have let go over the last two years. In particular I’m 

thinking about hospitality ministry on Sunday mornings. If you are someone that would 

enjoy greeting people on a Sunday morning, let me know. I would love to identify 

someone to lead this important ministry. So if you are someone who loves people and 

making people feel welcome…let’s talk. 
 

Second, I’m keen to start up a Breakthrough Prayer ministry this fall. I don’t have all the 

details at this point, but I envision expanding our prayer ministry to having a presence 

each and every Sunday. My hope and prayer is that we would build up a team of 

people who are willing and able to pray for our church on Sunday mornings before we 

gather and that will be available to pray with people after church for any concerns that 

may arise. In addition to addressing immediate prayer concerns, I want for our church to 

be praying consistently about our future. 
 

A breakthrough prayer ministry does both, prayer for current concerns as well as praying 

that we will reach new people with the incredible message of the Gospel. Part of this 

ministry will be helping persons who may not feel comfortable praying out loud for 

others, get comfortable doing this. In addition, we can always use behind the scenes 

prayer warriors who are praying together for our church and world. I hope you will begin 

to pray about your role in this ministry.  
 

The future is bright for Greene St. church and I 

look forward to seeing each of you soon! 
 

Peace, 

 

 
 

 

Rev. Dr. William E. Leasure 
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Answered Prayers 

from the Food Pantry 

We continue to be busy at the 

food pantry. 

A man came who had found out 

about us from another food pantry 

friend. He had been living on 

ramen noodles. The food pantry 

was an answer to his prayer for 

food. 

A couple with a baby came to 

see us. We have a small supply of 

formula so we were able to help 

them with formula. Rebecca from 

Piqua Compassion Network also 

had formula which we gave them. 

This was certainly an answer to 

their prayer. 

We had an older lady come for 

the first time. She told us she had 

been a widow for two years and 

was very lonely. When I asked how 

I could pray for her, she asked me 

to pray that she would have a 

visitor over the weekend. My 

daughter sent me flowers for 

Mother’s Day. I took two roses to 

her so I could be sure she would 

have a visitor. 

Many people have asked that we 

pray for the situation in the 

Ukraine. Certainly we can give 

money through UMCOR to help 

them with food and health needs. 

I have a lot of people who ask 

that we pray for good health. 

Sometimes people have no idea 

what they should pray for. So I 

usually suggest that I pray that all 

their needs be met. Please join me 

in continuing to pray for our food 

pantry friends. 
 

Peggy Moorman CLM 

 

Outbound Ministry Update... 

As our ministry in the nursing facilities continue, the residents 

are becoming more involved. I let them know ahead of time 

what our lesson is for the next week, and some will be studying 

ahead of time for that. It is wonderful to hear what they have 

to say. This week we did something totally different. I had our 

new friends think about their favorite verses. Then they 

provided those verses and tell the reason what it meant to 

them. One verse was from the book of Revelation which was 

quite unexpected. I haven't run into very many people that 

have had a favorite verse from the book of Revelation! So 

that was very interesting. Another one was from Psalm 23; 

Psalm 139:33-35; Jeremiah 29:11; and of course I shared mine 

from John 15:1-8, and the reason why that means a lot to me. 

It was a time that brought us closer together as a group. Next 

week we will start walking through the book of Isaiah. Not 

chapter by chapter of course! After all it is a very long book! 

But we will be picking out the very important parts. Our groups 

gradually are getting bigger one by one. Of course it's only 

normal that one by one we lose some. After all it is a nursing 

facility. Sometimes, I do have to face that fact. And that did 

happen when I was at Garbry Ridge a couple years ago. 

They become part of your extended family, and you love and 

treat them as such. 

Thank you for your continued prayers. 

Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you! 

Psalm 63:3. 

Blessing to you all! 

Becky Kelly CLM 
 

Below is a group of our friends from Shawnee Estates in Xenia. 



 

4 

Children’s Ministry 

Our parents were once again honored on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day this 

Spring. The children helped to pass out begonias to all ladies in worship, and snack 

size bags of popcorn to the gentlemen who were present on their special day. We 

pray these small tokens serve as a reminder of our appreciation for all moms, dads 

and grandparents, as well as a reminder of God’s love for these important people 

in our lives! 
 

 

Preschool Graduation 

 

Two of our preschool graduates were presented with certificates while being 

honored during worship on May 22nd.  Congratulations to Eleanor Jurosic and Reid 

Maniaci!  ☺ 
 

 

Safe Sanctuary Training 

 

It is the intent of the United Methodist Church to promote and protect the safety 

and well-being of children and youth who participate in our programs and 

activities of the church. The UMC has established guidelines to help direct and 

support all adults who are involved with the ministries of children and youth. As 

required, Greene Street has an adopted policy aimed to ensure that we provide 

protection to those entrusted to our care. It is expected that everyone who works 

with children and youth at Greene Street UMC will be familiar with and adhere to 

these policies. We are providing training for all VBS and Sunday School teachers 

and leaders on Tuesday, July 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday School 

 

Each Sunday during the 10:30 worship, children aged four through sixth grade are 

excused before the sermon to attend Sunday School (in room 24 upstairs off the 

balcony) and return to their families in time for communion. During July our lessons 

will include important stories about praising God! In August we’ll learn about 

people who wrote passages in the Bible. 

Mark your calendars…  
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The United Methodist Church possesses a rich tradition of statements, 
writings, and resolutions affirming the vocation of all Christians to live in 
healthy, charitable, and just relationship with the whole of creation. 
Increasing numbers of United Methodists are responding to this call by 
taking action for ecological healing and environmental justice within 
local churches and communities, through our connectional system, and 
in partnership with ecumenical, interfaith, and public environmental 
movements. 

At the same time, in an age of widespread social and environmental degradation threatening human 
and planetary wellbeing, many United Methodists are asking with renewed urgency what more we are 
called to do in faithfulness to God to care for creation and do justice with our neighbors. The 
interconnected crises of rising CO2 emissions, climate chaos, biodiversity collapse, land, water, and air 
pollution, and multiple forms of social inequity, including especially systemic racism, economic injustice, 
and intergenerational violence, require widespread change at every level of personal, social, cultural, 
economic, and political life today. 

United Methodist Creation Justice Tips  -  WE CAN!  -  Together WE CAN make a difference!  

Share these Tips with your family, friends, and congregation,  

The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement is providing these Tips as a tool to equip 
church members, families, and individuals to respond to God's call to care for creation and 

do justice with our neighbors, For more about the UM Creation Justice Movement, go to 
umcreationjustice.org or speak to Peggy Moorman, CLM. 

As a church, WE CAN focus on love. As we love 
God, the Creator, we care for God's creation. As 
we follow the Great Commandments, we love our 
neighbor, seeking justice especially for those 
humans and non-human animals and organisms 
that are harmed by the climate crisis.  

As a church, WE CAN learn and teach. 
Recognizing creation justice as a faith issue, we 
seek to understand the connections between 
science, the natural world, and our call to be 
good stewards. We can program in the church 
and via Zoom to learn from and discuss videos, 
books, curriculum, speakers with expertise, and 
experiences that give firsthand knowledge.  

As a church, WE CAN embrace zero-waste. By 
setting out recycling bins, we send an important 
message and help people recycle worship 
bulletins and paper from offices. ** We would love 
for someone or a group to take on this project. 

As a church, WE CAN reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions that cause climate change. Switching to 
teleconferencing for more meetings allows 
broader participation with less gasoline usage. 
Switching from printed paper to email, website, 
and other electronic messaging keeps members 
connected without cutting down trees. Switching 
to bamboo toilet paper that is not wrapped in 
plastic also saves trees, which naturally reduce 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.  

 

As a church, WE CAN plant for the future. 
Pollinators are essential and endangered. We can 
plant butterfly gardens, eliminate pesticides and 
fertilizers, and use native plants. When we also 
engage children and youth in sharing seeds and 
starts and in planting, we help the next generation 
love and care for nature.  

As a church, WE CAN make our building more 
energy efficient. Learning from a good look at 
both the building and the energy usage data, we 
can identify and fix energy leaks around windows 
and doors, change to LED lighting, explore the 
possibility of solar or geothermal energy 
alternatives, and pass along what has been 
learned to help congregation members make 
their homes more efficient too.  

As a church, WE CAN clean up. Within the 
building, we can look through closets and unused 
rooms to find and recycle or donate for reuse 
items that are no longer needed. Outside the 
building, we can organize clean-up for a nearby 
road or waterway and use the event to teach the 
community about creation care.  

 

https://umcreationjustice.org/1984-2/
https://umcreationjustice.org/1984-2/
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New Staff 

 

I am Amanda Seas and I am very excited to start in my 
new role as Youth Ministries Coordinator! It is impossible for 
me to speak about my faith journey without mentioning 
Greene Street UMC. This place has played a vital role in my 
life since a very young age. I attended preschool and 
daycare at Greene Street and shortly after, my family 
began attending church here. I was active in children and 
youth ministries growing up, I was baptized and confirmed 
here and I have continued to attend and be involved here 
into my adult years. I have also been involved with Chrysalis 
which we have had the honor of hosting here at Greene 
Street for many years. 

Outside of church, I am a student at Wright State University, 
majoring in Social Sciences Education with plans to teach 
Junior or High School Social Studies. In my free time, I enjoy 
spending time with my boyfriend, friends, and family. I am a 
competitive powerlifter and spend much of my free time at 
the gym training to get stronger and having fun. 
I am extremely excited to get things started with our youth 
ministries here at Greene Street and I hope to continue to 
build and grow our youth program. I am very thankful for 
the support and community of believers I have been 
blessed with at Greene Street and hope to extend that 
support to more young people in our community!  

My name is Decker Jackson. I am a recent graduate of Piqua 
High School and I have just completed my first year at 
Dartmouth College in New Hampshire. At school, I plan on 
double majoring in economics and anthropology, and I 
participate in the theater program as well. I am a member of 
the Dartmouth Outing Club and Dartmouth Mountaineering 
Club, and I have thoroughly enjoyed exploring the White 
Mountains both on foot and rope. Musically, I have been 
taking jazz piano lessons and recently I have started a band. 
This past term we were able to play a series of gigs and it was 
very rewarding to find musicians that are passionate about 
the same things that I am. This upcoming Winter I will be 
studying abroad in Rome with the Italian department where I 
hope to further my linguistic abilities and hear some fantastic 
music.  

As a college student, it is very easy to become distracted 
from the faith in such a busy environment. Leading the praise 
music team this Summer is important to me because it allows 
me to distance myself from the intensity of college and 
connect with God through something that is very important 
to me: Music. I am looking forward to working with other 
members of the church to strengthen relationships and 
worship together, and I hope that I am able to add   

          something special to the musical environment at Greene Street.  
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Vacation Bible School 

VBS planning is MOOOOOOVING right along!  Anyone wanting to 
help please get with Krystal Lawson or Chrissy Meckstroth.  For 
anyone wanting to be involved please plan on attending the "SAFE 
SANCTUARY" training  July 12th at 7:30.  VBS set up date(s)/time will 
be coming in an email. 

This year's project with a purpose is helping Miami Co. Children's 
Services with Foster Care bags and the Franklin House with care 
bags.  This year our VBS kiddos are going to "Grow in Friendship with 
Jesus" by being his hands and feet.  Going into foster care or being 
displaced in general isn't easy.  Most kiddos who go into foster care 
don't have the ability to "pack a bag" and typically leave their 
environment with little to nothing.  Our goal is to put together several 
totes for Miami Co. Children's Services to use.  Included in the bags 
can be anything to give a bit of comfort on an extremely stressful 
and emotional day.  Items to include could be:  toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, body soap, a small 
blanket, hair brush, comb, cozy socks, wipes, diapers, etc.  Miami 
Co. Children's Services is working on a detailed list.  Franklin House 
bags are the same concept.  Please keep an eye on your emails for 
updates as far as needed donations. 

Also, with VBS just around the corner, please keep the volunteers 
and the families that are walking into our church in prayer.  Please 
pray that the word of God is heard, friendships are made, and most 
of all Jesus is felt and that our kiddos grow in friendship with him! 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 

1  Linda Harbison 
 Dutch Jaqua 
 Joe Thompson 
2 Jason Frazier 
 Megan Sweetman 
3 Devon Sever 
   Dylon Sever  
5 Doug Sweetman 
6 Avery Marrs 
7  Marin DuBois 
 Randy Scroggins 
8 Becky Doak 
   Mike Tinkler 
11 Jason Jensvold 
12 Kasey Jo Marrs 
13  Jacob Jensvold 
14 Chuck Alexander 
    Rick Kist 
15  Troy Maniaci 
 Mary Pummill   
16 JoJo Marrs 
    Lisa Seas 
17 Don Smith 
18  Kacey Gambill 
19  RJ Monnier 
22  Cohen Brown 
23 Cork Oakes 
24 Ronnie Cooper 
25  Pat Smith  
26  Carol Palmer 
27  Kenzie Shade  
28 Jenna Larger 
 Corbin Meckstroth 
      Steve Mullikin 
30 Joan Beck 
31 Bob Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5 Greg & Bonnie Trissell 
9  Steve & Melanie Elsass-Smith 
12 Steve & Becky Stanford 
13 Will & Polly Leasure 
14 Jeff & Jeanne Collett 
 Cortney & Danny Henry 
15 Jason & Holly Jensvold 
19 Bill & Linda Carter 
20 Erin & RJ Monnier 
22 Ashley & Justin Bantz 
24 Jeff & Natalee Heath 
27 Harold & Mary Pummill 
30 Rick & Terry Fry 

1 Madison Beaver 
2 Maggie Pearson 
 Issac Prouty 
4   Bill Carter 
5   Natalee Heath 
 Sable Shade 
7   Tate Adams 
     Tawnya Gaier  
8 Rowynn Henry 
 Lettie Meckstroth 
9   Jim Brogden 
 Debbie Frazier 
10   Carson Marrs 
11   Sherry Heath 
12 Libby Elliott 
 Brooks Hartman 
       Amy Vosler  
13 Barbara Davis 
       Jordan Nichols 
       Adele Penrod 
14   Julie Bornhorst 
 Jeff Hall 
 Jim Heath 
15   Betty Gary 
16 Shaun Castle 
       Emma Preston 
       Alexandria Preston 
18 Thea Reas 
       Ronald Weimer 
21   Renee Clark 
       Alex  Pollock 
22   Gabe Lawson 
 Martin Pollock 
23    Marty Pollock 
        Adam Seas 
        Dave Vosler 
24    Kylee Mann 
        Erin Monnier 
        Nicole Lacy 
26    Steve Staley 
27  Mary Ann Minton 
28    Suzy Phillips 
29 Kathy Sweetman 
31 Dan Califf 
        Robyn Cooper 
        Jessie Sullivan 
        Jim Sever 
 Robbie Wilczek 

 
 

2 Dick & Betty Clark 
3   Ken & Jean Heath 
4 Jordan & Krystal Lawson 
7  Dan & Adele Penrod     
8 Jim & Phylis Otey 
10    Dave & Carol Palmer 
12   Dustin & Amanda Brown 
14    Blair & Lindsey Elliott  
17   Hal & Carol Cain 
21 Tom & Barbara Hudson 
    Cork & Lou Ellen Oakes 
27 Shaun & Rachel Castle 
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Thank You’s 

The Prayer Page 

Darl Blevins, Don Brown, Arlys Fogt, Mary Guenthner, 
Jim Heath, Ken Heath, Pat Helman, Mark Hopkins, 
Joanne Motter, Dorie Perry, Harold (Doc) Pummill, 
Doug Stilwell,  

Greene Street Church Family –  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –  

Cheryl Vollette, Linda Short (Ash), Gary Johnson 
(Collette), Bev Kaser, Jake and Becky Ailer (Cooper), 
Brittnie Waugh, Melissa Lawrence, Cathy Henne, Danielle 
Baker, Courtney (Daycare), Warren McNemar (Ellerman), 
Betty Little (Frazier), Megan Apple (Gaier), Rhonda 
Gates, Angie Shroyer (Helman), Dave Beal, Mary Beck 
(Hopkins), Grace (Jackson), Riley Hume (Jurosic), Cindy 
Fisher (Leasure), Sherry Hyder (MacKellar), Tom Rhoades 
(Minton), Ryan Motter, Glenn Devers (Motter), Alex 
Coviak, Sarah Nick (Stanford), Marilyn Ketrow, Becah, 
Mike and Lowell Jess (Stilwell), Norma Jean Gustin Bolton 
(Woods)  

Military –  

Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Jacob Grogean (Daycare 
Parent), Taylor Huebner (Frazier), Piqua #1487 Transport 
Unit (Hopkins), Cadet Allison Osborn (Pedroff), Joseph 
Sherman (Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Alex 
Rossman (Sweetman), Tom Place (Tapp), Dasch 
Underwood  

Care Facilities –  
Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Betty Gary, Jean 
Francony; Brookdale: Judy Meckstroth; Story Point: Rose 
Staley, Carol Hepler, Dan Califf; Piqua Manor: Debbie 
Blue  

We pray God’s comfort to be 
with:  

 From Daycare: Prayers for former 
employee Amy Knapke and family 
upon the death of her brother-in-law. 

 Prayers of God's comfort to be with 
Karen and Rick Kist and family upon 
the passing of her sister, Kathy Parks 
on Thursday, May 12, 2022. Kathy had 
also been an avid watcher of 
Greene Street's weekly worship on 
Facebook.  

 From Pat Helman: To all the faithful 
prayer warriors I want to thank you for 
prayers you said for Emily, but God 
called her home on May 24, 2022, 
she is with her heavenly family. May 
she RIP! 

 Prayer for Joyce and Chris Ellerman 
and family upon the passing of "Aunt" 
Carol Kirby on May 26, 2022.   

 From Gloria Tapp: Prayers for the 
family of Logan Johnson, approx. 23 
yrs old, who died suddenly Saturday.  

 Prayer to the family and friends of 
Hannah Kingrey, who passed away 
Thursday, June 16, 2022.  Hannah is 
the aunt to Edna Middleton.  

 From Dick and Betty Clark: Please 
pray for the family of Bob Schmidt, 
who passed away on the 17th. His 
wife is the niece of Betty Clark.   

We pray God’s blessings upon:  

 From Michelle Underwood: Thanks for 
all for your thoughtful prayers these 
past months.  Dasch and Megan’s 
triplets took their first breaths Friday 
afternoon on May 13th, at Miami 
Valley Hospital.  Megan and the 
babies are doing great!  Greene 
Street was represented by Maddy 
Fogt, who was job shadowing and 
present for their delivery! How about 
that for a God Wink moment! 

 Pray God’s Blessing on Blair and Linny 
Elliott as they welcomed into their 
family baby Sophia Lee Elliott on June 
23.  Also welcoming her home is big 
brother Brody. 

 Proud Grandparents, Edna and Pat 
Middleton would like to announce 
their newest granddaughter. Eliora 
Claire Farris born 6/23/22.  

Jim Heath and family wish to thank the Greene Street 
congregation for the continued prayers and support felt 
through this difficult time.  Being diagnosed with lung cancer 
and the subsequent and continuing treatments have been 
easier to face with your constant prayers.  We are grateful for 
the meals, visits, greeting cards and love felt during this 
time.  We are thankful for the ministry provided by Rev. Will 
for both surgeries and his ongoing support.  It's great to be a 
member of Greene Street!  
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