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Food Pantry Reopening Information

I have two exciting pieces of information to share with you! First, the reopening
date for the food pantry will be July 13 in a new location! Second, we are
partnering with a new organization to ensure we have a steady stream of food!
Over the last three months, while the food pantry was shut down, the Food and
Hunger Team stayed in consistent contact regarding a potential reopening
date. One of the challenges was securing a reliable source of food. Over these
three months we realized that food supply levels may not revert to normal any
time soon. This led to seeking a new source for food. We are excited to
announce that we are partnering with Shared Harvest effective immediately.
From Shared Harvest’s website – “Founded in 1983, Shared Harvest Foodbank
collects, warehouses, transports and distributes contributions of wholesome surplus
food and other grocery style products to 90+ food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters
and similar nonprofits in Butler, Warren, Preble, Darke and Miami counties which
provide either hot meals or bags of groceries to people in need.” Shared Harvest
provides us an opportunity to feed people in need in our community. Further, we
are confident that should we need to shut down large group gatherings in the
future, we will still be able to serve the most vulnerable in our community due to
this partnership.
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Rev. Will Leasure

Over the last two years, those who help to operate the food pantry have had
many discussions regarding our actual space. Quite frankly, it is amazing that we
have grown to serve as many as 200 people per month with the space limitations
we have. We are pleased to share that as of July 13, 2020 we will be moving the
food pantry to Westminster Presbyterian church. The pantry will be located along
the alley side of Westminster in two former classrooms. This will give us
approximately four times the space we currently have. There are a myriad of
reasons this move makes sense; more space, accessibility, no stairs, no elevator,
restrooms in the same hallway we will be housed, easier access for food deliveries
and restocks, and the ability to do drive-through and/or minimal contact service.
We will retain oversight, staffing, and operation of the food pantry.
The move to Westminster and partnering with Shared Harvest is good for the
present but also looks to the future should we continue to see greater needs in our
community. We will have space to grow and a food source that can
accommodate our needs. We will continue to explore new ways and new
organizations to partner with to stock our shelves.
There are still details to be worked out as we await approval as a Shared Harvest
member partner and plan the move of our operation to Westminster. For now,
would you join me in praying for the move, our volunteers and the community of
people we will serve in the days and years ahead?
I am so excited to see how God will use this move and use of resources!
On behalf of the Food and Hunger Team and volunteers,
Peace,
Will Leasure, Pastor, Greene Street UMC
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Message from our Pastor—Greetings Greene St.!
Dear Greene Street,
I am looking forward to July 19th when we will open the church doors to worship in our sanctuary
for the first time since early March. Our Administrative Council formulated a six-week, phased plan
for reopening. As we began discussing next steps, safety was our number priority as we begin to
gather as a group.
Much of what you read below was covered in an email dated June 5, 2020. This is an update and
reminder of the steps we are taking as we reopen the church. The West Ohio Conference of the
United Methodist Church established suggestions as we move forward as a church and you can
read those at the following link: https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/return-publicchurch-guidelines.
On July 5th and 12th, we will move worship to the sanctuary to live stream on Sunday morning. We
will operate these two weeks with a skeleton crew of people so we can ensure new equipment is
functioning well (this will include at least: pastor, camera, sound and video operators). No in
person attendees during these two weeks.
Beginning July 19th, both worship services, 9am and 10:30am will return to its live format.
In order to ensure safety for all, we will do the following as we reopen:


All doors prior to the service, weather permitting, will be propped open so as to minimize
contact with surfaces.



Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the building and we strongly encourage everyone
to sanitize prior to entering the building and on their way out.



Masks will be encouraged, but not required and the church will NOT be providing masks.



Social distancing will be guided by the sectioning off of pews. Those of you who have had
contact with one another over the last three months are strongly encouraged to sit together.



We will not be serving food or drinks until further notice. You are welcome to bring your own
water or coffee if you choose to do so.



Children’s ministry activities (including the children’s moment at the 10:30 service) as well as the
nursery will be suspended until further notice.



As of now, we are committed to streaming the 10:30 service every week to at least our
Facebook page and website.

The administrative council reserves the right to modify or change the timeline based on the activity
of the covid-19 virus in our area. As we reopen, we feel confident the steps we are taking will
provide a safe environment as we return to church. Anyone who does not feel confident
attending church at this time should stay home. One of the reasons we are using a two-week trial
period with new equipment in early July is so we can be sure those who wish to worship from home
will have access to a live stream. Anyone will be able to engage with worship from home live or
they can watch it later. We have learned a lot during this time regarding online engagement and
we will continue to provide a livestream for the foreseeable future. We will send consistent
reminders regarding distancing, hygiene and encouraging anyone not feeling well to stay
home. Our worship services are likely to look different when we return to the sanctuary. We will
eliminate elements of the service that put people in close contact with one another. We will
continue to send out worship information on Fridays. You are welcome to print worship information
before you arrive or access it on your mobile device during the service. We will continue to display
all pertinent worship information on our screens during the service as we always have.
I am looking forward to worshiping God with you in our beautiful sanctuary!
Peace,
Will Leasure
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Ministries for Children
During our Stay-At-Home time, with schools and churches closed,
parents have provided nearly 100% of the care for our children.
God bless them for their guidance and patience!♥
Thankfully everyone could learn and worship from home with the
help of technology. Beginning with Moses and the Israelites, God
has provided for His people by guiding and protecting us.
Perhaps God always knew that His instructions and encouraging
words would be remembered if people passed them on to their
children. Stories need to be told in order to be kept alive, or we
risk forgetting historical events. Thank you to all Parents and
Grandparents for continuing to pass on our Biblical history… you
are a blessing to our children!
Sunday School lessons are still provided with stories and scriptures
being read, video recorded, and emailed to families each week.
In July we will be reading Old Testament stories about Moses,
Joshua, Samuel and Saul. The August lessons will involve stories
about David, Solomon, Paul and Silas with the content including
praise, singing and worshipping God. If you would like to receive
these virtual lessons, please email Barb at
barb@greenestreetumc.org.
As we were unable to gather for worship on Mother’s Day, the
fathers of our children really stepped up to the plate to provide a
fun surprise for all the moms!
Dads video-taped kiddos sending loving wishes to their sweet
mommas and grandmothers too. A huge thank you to those
fathers and especially to Addie Leasure who produced the
video!
Father’s Day was also
celebrated with the children
creating special candy bar
treats with loving messages for
their Fathers and
Grandfathers. Again, thank
you to all the children and
mothers for helping!
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Thank You’s
Greene Street UMC,
On behalf of Girl Scouts in Piqua , we want to Thank you! For being
an awesome partner in our community. We cannot thank you
enough for all the space you allow us to use for our girls to meet!
Thank you!
Liz Hall, G.S. Service Unit Chair
Dear Friends of the Salvation Army:
We would like to thank you for your generous donation of $327.31
towards our Summer Feeding Program here in Piqua. Your gift will
help be a “Shield against Hunger” for local children whose families
are facing some of life’s toughest challenges because of drastically
reduced hours or being laid off as a result of the pandemic.
Sincerely,
Robert and Jody Kramer, Majors

Chuck Alexander – get even
with funny birthday card!
Jackie says she knows a LOT of
Greene Street folks have
received humorous birthday
cards sent by Chuck
Alexander during recent
years. Want to return the
“favor”?? Chuck will
celebrate his 90th birthday July
14th and Jackie knows he
would enjoy your funny
cards. Mail directly to
him: 100 E. Weymer Drive,
Piqua, OH 45356. Thanks!

Good evening!
Just wanted to thank you so much for putting together my college
care package, it was so thoughtful and I appreciate it greatly! I just
graduated with my Associate’s Degree at Edison in education and
am transferring to Wright State University to further my
education in early childhood education. It’s so great to
be able to count on my church and to know they’re
thinking and praying for me!
Thank you again,
Carris Meckstroth

Thanks be to God! That is the first thought that come to
my mind when I look back over the 6 weeks that we
were closed. From the bottom of my heart I want to
thank the church staff, church members, and childcare
committee for all of the support. The thought that went
into making the decision to keep the staff and children
safe was not an easy decision. An extra thank you to
Chris Ellerman and Mike Taylor for helping make the new
dividers to allow us to serve those families that needs
us. To the daycare staff, thank you for hanging in there
through Zoom meetings and trainings. We have been
blessed by the prayers! Please continue to pray for us as
we travel on this new adventure we call life. We are
open with an average of 50 children in the building
daily. Our summer looks a lot different without the field
trips. We are doing our best to keep everyone safe and
healthy. We are keeping the parking lot closed during
the week to allow for more outdoor space. We are
hoping that all the children will return by fall. Thanks
again for allowing us to be a part of Greene Street
UMC. Debbie Frazier, Child Care Director
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM
We completed Phase #1 of our Capital Campaign Fund renovations several
months ago and are now in the process of completing Phase #2. After 5
years of planning, prioritizing, scheduling, BIT meetings, contractor meetings
and coordinating both phases, I am very happy to say that we are 90%
completed. The remaining 10% will be finished by the end of June > early
July 2020. The renovation of the downstairs boys bathroom is the last area
that is currently under construction and part of the BIT project activity. All
material for this area has been ordered and received. This includes new
ceilings, drywall, lights, flooring and wall tile, urinals, toilets, fixture
dividers, mirrors, lights, etc. Construction will begin once the Narthex
bathrooms are completed.
Additional areas of Phase #2 that has been completed is the
relocation of the kitchen to the new communications room. The
previous kitchen location has been turned into a unisex bathroom.
We also renovated the existing bathroom into a unisex bathroom as
well. We will now have 2 unisex bathrooms on our main sanctuary
floor. Our team also created a communication room with the
kitchen located at the north end of the room. All material is new
including ceilings, lights, drywall, painting, carpet, kitchen cabinets,
countertops, faucet, refrigerator, microwave/convection oven,
vanities, accessories, etc.
The Narthex renovation was actually the first item on our list of projects to be
completed. After looking at our buildings exterior condition and researching
when the last renovations were done (1997), it was clear that we needed to
change our course. We as a team felt that it was necessary to take care of
the outside areas of concerns first as it was a much higher priority than the
inside projects.
In summary, I want to personally thank all of the previous and current BIT
members for their support and cooperation (As well as putting up with me
) that you have given me through the past 5 years as the Project Leader.
Also thank you to the congregation and outside personal donors for their
contributions to our Capital Campaign
Fund. When our church reopens from
COVID-19, I would ask you to take a
walk through the church to see the
interior renovations as well as recapping
what has been done on the exterior of
our buildings, landscaping and
signage. Our church has strong
character, a welcoming and beautiful
appearance and a wonderful place
to worship our Lord. Thank you for
allowing me to be the project leader
for the Capital Campaign Renovation
for the past 5 years.
Don Brown, Project Leader
Building Improvement Team
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Birthdays and Anniversaries

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
21
22
23
24
25
26
28
29
30
31

Linda Harbison
Joe Thompson
Jason Frazier
Megan Sweetman
Devon Sever
Dylon Sever
Chris Smith
Doug Sweetman
Avery Marrs
Wyatt Marrs
Marin DuBois
Becky Doak
Mike Tinkler
Jason Jensvold
Beth Reimer
Kasey Jo Marrs
Jacob Jensvold
Chuck Alexander
Rick Kist
Mary Pummill
JoJo Marrs
Lisa Seas
Don Smith
Kacey Gambill
Kai Palmer
Megan Pettit
Gemma Farris
RJ Monnier
Brock Smith
Cohen Brown
Cork Oakes
Ronnie Cooper
Pat Smith (Clark Ave.)
Pat Smith (Forest Ave.)
Westin Marrs
Jenna Larger
Corbin Meckstroth
Steve Mullikin
Jocelyn Reimer
Joan Beck
A.J. Marrs
Fay Shoemaker
Bob Smith

1
2
4
5
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
18
21
22
23
24
26
27
28
29
31

5 Greg & Bonnie Trissell
9 Steve & Melanie Elsass-Smith
13 Will & Polly Leasure
Beth & Phil Reimer
14 Jeff & Jeanne Collett
Cortney & Danny Henry
15 Jason & Holly Jensvold
16 Ben & Jane Hiser
19 Bill & Linda Carter
20 Erin & RJ Monnier
22 Ashley & Justin Bantz
24 Jeff & Natalee Heath
27 Harold & Mary Pummill
28 John & Amberly Tauber
30 Rick & Terry Fry

Madison Beaver
Maggie Pearson
Issac Prouty
Bill Carter
Natalee Heath
Tate Adams
Tawnya Gaier
Rowynn Henry
Lettie Meckstroth
Debbie Frazier
Carson Marrs
Sherry Heath
Libby Elliott
Brooks Hartman
Amy Vosler
Barbara Davis
Jordan Nichols
Adele Penrod
Adalynne Shawler
Julie Bornhorst
Jim Heath
Betty Gary
Shaun Castle
Emma Preston
Alexandria Preston
Andrea Marrs
Brandi Palmer
Thea Reas
Ronald Weimer
Renee Clark
Alex Pollock
Chloe Stewart
David Brown
Kaitlin Peterman
Martin Pollock
Marty Pollock
Kiara Reimer
Adam Seas
Dave Vosler
Kylee Mann
Erin Monnier
Nicole Preston
Steve Staley
Mary Ann Minton
Suzy Phillips
Jade Stewart
Kathy Sweetman
Dan Califf
Robyn Cooper
Jessie Ellis
Cael Liette
Evan Liette
Jim Sever
Robbie Wilczek

2
3
4
7
8
12
16
17
21

27

Dick & Betty Clark
Ed & Lynne
Eidemiller
Ken & Jean Heath
A.J. & Paloma Marrs
Jordan & Krystal
Lawson
Dan & Adele Penrod
Jim & Phylis Otey
Dustin & Amanda
Brown
Brandi & Eddi Palmer
Hal & Carol Cain
Tom & Barbara
Hudson
Jason & Mara
Lambert
Cork & Lou Ellen
Oakes
Shaun & Rachel
Castle
Lee & Jenny Pettit
Emily & Ian Shawler
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The Prayer Page
Greene Street Church Family –
Jo Anderson, Hubert & DiAnn Bateman, Joyce
Ellerman, Kay Hardman, Jean Heath, Becky Kelly, Don
Motter, Harold Pummill, Miriam Robinson, Darrell Seas,
Cecil Stewart

We pray God’s comfort to be
with:


Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –
Laura & Julia (Brogden), Beth Califf (daughter-in-law)
(Califf), Dick Philipps, Norma Miller (Clark), Manuella
(Cooper), Brooke Cathcart, George Everage
(Daycare), Paul, Pam (Doak), Ruth Freeman, Dad and
Stepbrother Doug (Ellerman/Rice), Peggy Ramer
(Elliott),Uncle Jack Thiebau (Frazier), Tim Wagner (Fry),
Boyce (Hall), Coach Greg Hale, Angie Shroyer,
Morgan Anderson, Jeanine Anders (Helman), Jane
McFreeley, Rachel Hopkins (Hopkins), Tom (Jackson),
Jim Barnes (Lawson), Aunt Cindy (Leasure), Jon
(Morgan), Travis Wamer (Mullikin), Mike Rogers
(Oakes),Barb (Ringer), Tim Andrews (Salisbury), Carol
(Scroggins), Cynthia Stayley, Nancy Stahle Havner,
Pam Nicodemus (Seas), Sharon Ford, Mike Jess,
Bekah, Alec, Marilyn Ketrow , Marcell, Mark and Jerri
Switzer (Stilwell), Silas, Zack (Thorpe), David and Jill’s
dads, Jimmy Straley, Jeff Butterfield (Weimer), Angela
(Wood)









Family and friends of Mary Ann McCoy
who passed away on Monday, April 27,
2020. Mary Ann is the mother of Chris
Ward, a teacher at Greene Street
Child Care.
Bev and Don Brown and family in the
loss of her father Dick, on Saturday,
May 30, 2020.
Doug and Marj Stilwell and family in the
loss of his brother, Tom Stilwell, on
Tuesday, June 9, 2020.
Joyce Ellerman, Brenda Rice and
families in the loss of their step-mother,
Pauline McNemar, on Thursday, June
11, 2020.
Family and friends of Shirley BortsGrabo who passed away on
Wednesday, June 24, 2020.

Military –
Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark
Cripe (Elliott), Ashtyn Wilson, Taylor Huebner (Frazier),
Piqua #1487 Transport Unit (Hopkins), Ben Datu &
family (Mullikin), Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman
(Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Brittany Lewis
(Sweetman), Dasch Underwood

Care Facilities –
Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, Mary
Grimes, Betty Gary, Peg Hance; Story Point: Al Erbes,
Rose Staley; Piqua Manor: Jean Francony; Lewis
Center: Jo Asher;

Do We Have Wrong Information??
One thing this time of quarantine has showed me is that
Greene Street Church does not have YOUR most current
information.
The only way we can communicate with you about
what Greene Street is doing is if we have up to date
information.
You may email or call the church office to confirm your
information is correct. Please include address, phone
numbers, and email addresses. Other good information
would be birthdates, anniversaries, and a family picture.
As we continue to work through this different time, we will
be contacting everyone to update your information.
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The CHIMES
7th Annual Summer Backpack Drive
Hello my dear Greene Street family, I have missed seeing all of you so very much. I am praying
that we will be back in our beautiful sanctuary by mid-summer. It will be a time to celebrate as
we worship together and adjust to our new normal.
Our 7th back pack drive is upon us. I have checked with the Piqua school principals and they
are in need of new backpacks for their students. We have distributed a total of 373 backpacks
in the past six years. With your generosity, I am confident year 7 will go well over 400 donations!
New or gently used backpack info:
Full size: even kindergarteners need a backpack that will hold a Chrome Book, multiple papers and projects.
Sturdy fabrics, tough zippers, gender neutral. Children are hard on their backpacks. (No
wheeled backpacks please)
If you would prefer, I will be happy to shop for you and bring your donation to church. Please
don’t hesitate to call; my home phone is 937-368-2357 and my email is: susanphopkins@gmail.com
Thank you for your kind, generous hearts, Random Acts of Kindness are the best! Seeing a
child’s smile when they put a new backpack on is such an amazing feeling.
God Bless you and yours, stay well,
July / August 2020
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