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Greetings people of Greene Street! 

 
I hope this finds you well.  Writing this article was a struggle.  I had hoped by the 
time I sat down to write this that we would have an idea about what was 
next.  We don’t.  As of this writing we have not received further instructions 
regarding restrictions being lifted or extended. 

 
Has this time been a struggle for you?  If so, you are not alone.  I’ve wanted to 
destroy my computer multiple times, for reasons ranging from updating 
operating systems to not getting videos to load properly.  The days are running 
into one another and simple tasks are seeming to take longer to get finished 
than before the quarantine. 

 
Has your schedule shifted?  If so, you are not alone.  Our house is up later and 
consequently sleeping in later as well.  Nothing egregious, but everything feels 
out of sorts. 

 
I wanted to name that its ok if we feel disoriented by everything going on.  Even 
if you are still working and going to your place of employment like you did 
before the restrictions, the world around us is much different.  If the restrictions 
and sheltering in place is confusing, painful, aggravating, weird, or frustrating, it 
is ok to name it as such. 

 
One thing I want to offer you as something to do to keep your sanity would be 
this; in your time of prayer every day, simply name something before God that 
you are grateful for.  Gratitude is a wonderful posture to take when we are 
experiencing all manner of disappointment.  Simply find something every day to 
thank God for.   

 
I am grateful for this church.  You have been amazing during this time, whether 
engaging on our live stream on Sunday mornings, or checking in via the 
Wednesday bible study.  I have given out phone numbers to people wanting to 
check on others from the congregation.  I have talked directly with many of you 
via facebook, texting or a simple phone call.  For all of the ways we are staying 
connected during this time, I am incredibly grateful.  It is not perfect, but it has 
been good. 

 
I have no way of knowing how long we will be unable to gather on 
Sundays.  Please stay tuned to our communication channels, especially our 
church Facebook page and email.  We are continually looking at additional 
ways we can communicate with the church.  We are looking at every aspect of 
our building and how we might move forward when we can reopen, from the 
daycare to the food pantry to church on Sunday mornings.  As soon as we have 
information to share, we will. 

 
If you need anything do not hesitate to reach out.  I pray we are all aware of 
God’s presence in our lives during this time. 

 
Peace, 

Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene St. UMC 

Message from our Pastor—Greetings Greene St.! 
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During the weeks since the church has 

been closed, many of the children have 

continued learning from our Sunday 

school lessons while at home with their families. Bible 

stories have been read, video recorded, and emailed, 

activity pages have been sent via US Mail, and Easter 

crafts were delivered to homes.  

We hope you enjoyed seeing many familiar smiling faces in 

the “Children’s Easter Slideshow” which was sent in the April 

17th email from the church office. A big thank you to Eric 

and Jenny for creating the video, and to parents and 

grandparents for sending us photos! ☺  

Sunday School will continue, whether at home or at 

Greene Street! In May, we’ll read stories from the book of 

Acts about Peter and John, Paul and Pentecost. Significant 

lessons from Jesus, which will be shared in June, include 

stories about The Golden Rule, The Wise and Foolish 

Builders, and The Good Samaritan. 

Ministries for Children 
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College Care Package “Thank You” 

Madison Lee Beaver is graduating from Piqua High School 
and is the daughter of Jennifer Beaver and Aaron Beaver.   

During high school, she participated in cross country, tennis, 
and Spanish Club.  Also, she was selected to design and 
paint a classroom wall mural in her Spanish Classroom. 

In the fall, Maddy will be attending Wright State University to 
study secondary education. 

 

 

Brant Helman is graduating from upper Valley Career Center and will 
be pursuing college at Purdue University in aquatic sciences. He is the 
grandson of Pat Helman and the son of Scott and Renee Helman. 
Brant has been active in FFA all four years of high school and held an 
officer position every year.  He is the president of the U.V.C.C. FFA 
Chapter this year.  He has been a 4H member of  4-PAWS  dog club 
for 9 Years and has shown at the state fair level several times. Brant 
was a member of the Bradford School Powerlifting team for 5 yrs and 
earned his varsity letter.  

 

 

Lauren Sweetman, the daughter of Jenny and Eric 
Sweetman, will be graduating from Piqua High School at 
the end of May. While in high school she participated in 
Marching Band, Concert Band, Pep Band, and Jazz Band. 
She also has been an active member in her Girl Scout troop 
for the past 13 years. Half way through her high school 
career she also was accepted into the National Honors 
Society at Piqua High School.  

In the fall she plans on attending Ball State University to 
major in Music Education. “Thank you” to her Greene Street 
church family in all their love and support throughout her 
life.  

 

 

To all of my family and friends, 

Thank you so much for the care package!  I’m so honored you thought of me!  I am currently 
a Sophomore at The University of Akron, majoring in nursing.  It is going very well; I love every 
minute of it! I am currently doing my Med. Surg. Rotation at Akron General Hospital. My 
patients keep me very busy.  I’m very thankful for all of the goodies (my friend Keely loves the 
cookies)!   I am especially grateful for the Rice Krispie Treats (my favorite snack at grandma’s 
house), which I enjoy on my breaks!  I’m very grateful and wish to thank you all for the study 
break pick me up! 

Love,  

Maddy Fogt 

 

Graduate Recognition  
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Greene Street United Methodist Church, 

It was a joy to partner with your church in the packing and 
collection of shoebox gifts. Through our joint efforts, the Lima Area 
Operation Christmas Child Team collected 21,706 shoeboxes. We 
praise God for the 8,950,144 shoebox gifts collected in the United 
States that are now on their way to over 100 countries. The countries 
receiving shoebox gifts from our area are Burundi, Ecuador, 
Madagascar, South Africa, Ukraine, Zimbabwe and hard-to-reach 
areas. 

The children receiving the shoeboxes will hear the Gospel and many 
recipients will have the opportunity to participate in The Greatest 
Journey. This twelve-lesson discipleship program teaches children 
how to faithfully follow Christ and share Him with others. 

As the shoebox gifts are distributed around the world, Operation 
Christmas Child will be blessed by your continued prayers 
throughout the year. 

The Lima Area Team is honored to serve with your church in the 
mission and ministry of Operation Christmas Child. We look forward 
to partnering with you in the collection of shoebox gifts in 2020. 

Mike and bonnie Condry 

Lima Area Coordinators for Operation Christmas Child. 

Thank You’s 
Answered Prayers 

from the Food 
Pantry 

Life has certainly changed 
these last two months.  Who 
would have  thought the 
Church would be closed 
because of a virus?  The food 
pantry was open until March 
25.  At that time we were 
unable to get large amounts 
food at Adli's, so we had to 
close. 

One lady came in March who 
had a growth removed on her 
leg.  She was very happy that 
it was benign.  Answered 
prayer. 

Another lady came and asked 
that we pray for her physical, 
spiritual and mental strength.  
That is something we can all 
pray for. 

There are many people who 
are really hurting because of 
loss of jobs and closing of food 
pantries.  We could each buy 
a few extra items at the 
grocery so we can help fill the 
shelves in the food pantry 
when it opens. 

While we wait for this 
pandemic to end, let's keep 
praying for our food pantry 
friends.  We know that God is 
with them and we can pray 
that He will meet all their 
needs. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

Food for thought:  If Jesus is in 
your boat,  you won't sink. 

Greene Street Church, 

Thank you, yet again, for your generous donation of time and skill in 
the creation of twelve colorful and lovely afghans and shawls! We 
really appreciate that you thought of our patients and their 
comfort. 

Beth Shrake 

Hospice of Miami County 

Reverend Will and all of our Friends at Greene Street United 
Methodist Church, 

Thank you for once again this year being such a generous partner 
with Piqua Compassion Network to help us serve the citizens of our 
community who are in need. Your donations have assisted so many 
of our clients find peace and a path to stability in times of crisis. 

We have helped many this year find employment and maintain it, 
assisted and found freedom from addiction for many others, and 
assisted a family enjoy the beauty of Christmas by providing a meal 
and gifts. This is but a few of the examples of how we have helped 
bring the love of Christ to those in our community who were 
hopeless and in despair. 

God bless you ALL!  

Rebecca Sousek, 

Executive Director 
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BIT CHIMES NEWSLETTER 

Our Phase #2 Narthex and Boys/Girls bathroom renovations continue 
through our COVID-19 epidemic. Dave Young, General Contractor and 
other sub contractors have been putting forth the extra effort to support us 
in completing our Capital Campaign projects with safety precautions in 
place. 

 

The Narthex communication 
room demolition has been 
completed and the new 
construction has begun. This 
includes installing new 
ceilings, wallboard, window 
sills, kitchen cabinets, ceiling 
lighting as well as 
receptacles and switches, 
painting, etc. We will soon 
be installing new carpet 
squares, appliances, cabinet 
hardware, countertop with 
fixtures and a 6'0 wide by 7'0 
high entrance door. Existing 

baseboard wood trim as well as new trim is being stained and installed as 
well. 

 

The Boys and Girls bathrooms in the basement will also be completely 
renovated. This will include cabinets, sinks, countertop with fixtures, 
commodes with partitions, ceilings, lights, wallboard, tile floors, painting, etc. 
Work has begun on the girls bathroom and is progressing well. 

 

Once the Narthex is completed we will then begin on changing the existing 
kitchen into a unisex bathroom. Once this bathroom is operational, we will 
then renovate the existing bathroom into a unisex bathroom as well. 
Changes for both bathrooms will include new ceilings, lighting, flooring, 
vanities, countertops with sinks and fixtures, painting, etc. 

 

I want to thank the construction company teams, especially Dave Young for 
his continued support. Dave has immensely supported me while I am now 
living in Florida full time through emails, phone calls, text messages and 
pictures to support me in the coordination and completion of Phase #2 of 
our interior renovations. Beverly and I have made visits back to Ohio and 
naturally we stop at the church to meet with Dave and have additional 
discussions. 

 

Thanks to everyone for your support!! 

 

Don Brown 

Project Leader     
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Vacation Bible School 

July 6-10 
3 year—6th grade 

(registration will begin in June) 
 

With the massive changes that have happened due to the 
Coronavirus I am waiting as long as 
possible to make a decision on if and 
how our Vacation Bible School will 
happen.  I have been watching many 
churches debate cancelling. I am 
waiting patiently and listening to our 
Bishop and Governor to give us the 
recommendations of safety. More 
updates will come as time allows. 

If you are interested in helping please 
contact Jenny Sweetman 
(jennifer@greenestreetumc.org).  

 

 

 

 

This year we would like to decorate with trees.  If you have a tree to 
donate or let us borrow, please contact Jenny Sweetman: 
jennifer@greenestreetumc.org 

 

 

 

Military Care Packages  

Military Care Packages will 
be packed and sent at the 
end of June.  Please get 
military addresses (old & 
new) to the office (email 
office@greenestreetumc.or
g) by June 21. Also think 
about purchasing goodies 
for the boxes in 
June. (Remember the 
church office is currently 
closed.) There will be a 
donation box in the 
narthex (when we return to 
regular worship).  If you 
have questions contact 
Linda Carter (937-773-
3380). 

Well of Hope Shoe Drive for VBS 2020 

Donated shoes make a difference in the lives of African 
widows! 

As you spring clean, please remember to collect your used, 
unwanted, outgrown shoes for our shoe mission drive. Well of 
Hope accepts any type of shoes except flip flops. This will be 
our Vacation Bible School mission focus for this summer. We will 
have a Mission Train and we hope to fill it to overflowing with 
your donated shoes! 

Well of Hope collects shoes that are loaded on to a freighter 
and shipped to Nairobi, Kenya Africa. The container must be 
filled to the top before it travels to Africa. The shoes are sold to 
local vendors and 100 % of the proceeds from the sales are 
used to support local widows and their children. Many times, 
when a woman’s husband dies, the widows are run off their 
property and left with no place to live and no way to earn a 
living for themselves and their children. Widows are considered 
worthless in the eyes of their villages. 

The widows receive the money to give these hard working 
women land, a small house, a well and other support which 
then gives them hope of a future. 

World of Hope uses James 1:27 as their scripture. “Religion that 
God accepts as pure and without fault is this: caring for 
orphans or widows who need help and keeping your self free 
from the worlds evil influence.” 

Let’s do this Greene Street! Please start collecting shoes now. If 
you need help getting the donations to church or want more 
information, call the church office 937-773-5313. 

mailto:office@greenestreetumc.org
mailto:office@greenestreetumc.org
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1   Joey Kline 
2   Joshua Heath 
    Bob Luby 
    Ryan Vosler 
4   Zoe Farris   
5 Peg Hance 
    Hannah Lambert  
6   Lindsey Penrod 
7   Karen Kist 
    Jason Lange 
8   Alex Thompson 
10  Dottie Goater  
    Judy MacKellar 
12  Maura DuBois 
    Scott Phillips 
    Joseph Sherman 
    Lauren Sweetman 
13  Drew Staley 
    Bill Wright 
15  Sharon Fogt  
16 Bonnie Trissell 
17 Jason Lambert 
18 Christina Meckstroth 
      Abby Peeples 
19  Kelsea Ellerman  
    Quinten Reimer  
20  Amanda MacKellar 
    Gage Smith 
21 Richard Donnelly 
 Charlee Klopp 
23 Sarah Doak 
26 Ben Hiser 
28 Nancy Callison 
    Lila Prouty 
    Robert Tauber 

8   Jim & Melanie Sever 
10  Mark & Susan Hopkins 
11  Duane & Tawnya Gaier 
14 Kris & Cindy Brown 
16 Joyce & Chris Ellerman 
25  Tom & Melissa Wagner 

1     Kaylee Lacy  
2   Ed Eidemiller 
3   Suzanne Brown 
   Lindsay Lambert 
4   Isabella Lawson 
      Patricia Taylor 
5    Holly Jensvold 
7    Lynn Eidemiller 
       Elliott Larger 
8     Terry Fry       
9     Mark Haldeman 
   Josh Trombley 
11   Katie Erbes 
14   Jim Reas 
15   Kathy Califf 
16   Landon Adams 
   Jenny Erbes 
   Mary Guenthner 
   Carolyn McClannan 
18   Nancy Cox 
19   Aubrey Cox   
21  Zoe Leasure 
   April Vosler       
23  Amanda Seas 
   Gloria Tapp 
24  Nancy Brogden 
   Katie Farris  
   Steven Farris 
   Will Leasure 
   Robert Salisbury      
25  Eric Taylor 
27  Dave Palmer 
29  Libby Brown 
   Jeff Heath 
   Addie Leasure 

1    Ed & Sally Ellis 
6    Jim & Sherry Heath 
8    Lloyd & Fay Shoemaker 
10  Dorthea & Ken Casselman  
13  Ed & Ann Elliott 
14  Doug & Amy Sweetman 
15  Jennifer & Curt Everett 
17  Fred & Wanda Shellenberg 
20  Don & Joanne Motter 
      Eric & Jenny Sweetman 
22  Joe & Julie Adams 
23  Jeff & Ashlee Larger 
24  Jim & Nancy Brogden 
      Steven & Katie Farris 
      Dave & April Vosler 
26  Pat & Pam Brown 
28 Hubert & DiAnn Bateman 
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We pray God’s comfort to be 
with:  

 Marj & Doug Stilwell and family upon 
the death of her aunt Betty Leist on 
February 27, 2020.  

 Lisa and Darrell Seas and family upon 
the death of her father, Jack Reed on 
March 7, 2020.   

 Kathy and George Sweetman and 
family upon the death of her mother, 
Ruth Brush on March 8, 2020.   

 family and friends of Fredia Summers 
who passed away March 9, 2020.  

 family and friends of Duke Denman 
who passed away March 7, 2020.  

 family and friends of Belva Supinger 
Bemus who passed away March 8, 
2020.  

 Family of Jim O’Connor who passed 
away 

 Laura and Jeff Jackson and family 
upon the death of her mother, Maralyn 
Lampe on March 10, 2020.  

 families of Bruce Hahn who passed 
away Sunday afternoon. Bruce is the 
cousin of Edna Middleton and Linda 
Carter. 

 Tim and Diane Collette and family 
upon the death of her mother Lois 
Shafer on Thursday, March 26, 2020. 

 Tom and Barb Hudson and family upon 
the death of his aunt Martha Miller, 
who passed away on Thursday, March 
26, 2020. 

 Sally and Ed Ellis and family upon the 
death of her aunt Jane Wright on 
Tuesday, March 31, 2020. 

 Clark family and the Lewis family on 
the passing of the matriarchs of their 
families. 

 friends and family of John Wortman 
who passed away on Wednesday, 
April 8, 2020 in Indianapolis. 

 friends and family of Tom Brinkman, 
who passed away on Friday, April 17, 
2020. 

 Sherri & Ken Wright (daycare teachers) 
on the passing of their nephew, Darby 
Wright on Sunday, April 19, 2020. 

 

The Prayer PageThe Prayer Page  

—Jo Anderson, Hubert & DiAnn Bateman, Joyce 
Ellerman, Steve Frazier, Kay Hardman, Jean Heath, 
Becky Kelly, Don Motter, Harold Pummill, Miriam 
Robinson, Darrell Seas, Cecil Stewart, Jennifer Wright  

Greene Street Church Family –  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –  

—Laura & Julia (Brogden), Beth Califf (daughter-in-
law) (Califf), Dick Philipps, Norma Miller (Clark), 
Manuella (Cooper), Maryann McCoy (Daycare), Paul 
(Doak), Ruth Freeman, Pauline McNemar (Ellerman/
Rice), Gary Lambert (Frazier), Tim Wagner (Fry), 
Coach Greg Hale, Angie Shroyer (Helman), Jane 
McFreeley (Hopkins), Tom (Jackson), Heather 
(Motter), Mike Rogers (Oakes), Tim Andrews 
(Salisbury), Cynthia Stayley, Nancy Stahle Havner, 
Pam Nicodemus (Seas), Sharon Ford, Mike Jess, 
Bekah, Alec, Marilyn Ketrow , Marcell(Stilwell), Silas, 
Zack (Thorpe), David’s dad (Weimer)  

Military –  
—Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark 
Cripe (Elliott), Ashtyn Wilson, Taylor Huebner (Frazier), 
Piqua #1487 Transport Unit (Hopkins), Brian Pummill, 
Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch 
(Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Brittany Lewis 
(Sweetman), Dasch Underwood  

Care Facilities –  

—Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, 
Mary Grimes, Betty Gary, Peg Hance; Story Point: 
Al Erbes, Rose Staley; Piqua Manor: Jean 
Francony; Lewis Center: Jo Asher;  

Until Greene Street United Methodist Church decides that we 
can safely open our doors again, the office staff will be 
working from home. With this in mind, we want to remind 
you of a few key points: 

 You may still call Greene Street Church 937-773-5313 and 
leave a message. Voicemails will be checked regularly. 
Also most days, the phone will forward to a live person 9 
a - 3 p. (Times are subject to change) 

 At this time we will primarily be using email 
communications. Please be sure to keep checking your 
emails from Greene Street UMC. We are aware that not 
everyone gets these emails. If you are aware of anyone 
who does not receive this information, please contact 
Jennifer Sweetman, 937-773-5313.   

 Greene Street does not have a drop box. Please mail 
any contributions or correspondences to Greene Street 
UMC, 415 W. Greene Street, Piqua, Ohio 45356. We will 
be checking postal mail twice a week. 

 **Upper Room Devotionals: May / June Upper Rooms are 
available. (Recommended 50 cent donation) Call the 
church office to schedule a day/time to pick up or 
delivery.  
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Update from Kim Smith 

May / June 2020      

Volume 66, Issue 3 

“Men of Issachar, who understood the times and knew what Israel should do.” 1 Chron 12:32.  We the people 

of Wordsower understand the times and know what we should do.  Things have changed and our tactics must 

change.  Most of Liberia is made up of remote small villages and towns.  They are confused, they hear and 

believe rumors and false prophecies.  We have been to hundreds of towns and villages bringing awareness 

and the truth about the virus and the gospel of our Lord in a booklet.  We teach about the virus and salvation, 

leaving the booklets with the pastors and community leaders.  A video with Kim Smith about how they are 

dealing with Coronavirus in Liberia.  https://youtu.be/D0bW8yjc5z8 

In February, we sent two teams, on mission to spy out 4 unreached tribes. Each team, of two, was gone for 3 

weeks. They found the unreached tribes. They presented the Gospel to 78 towns/communities in the regions of 

these tribes.  Surprisingly, overall, they were well received. If we show up in obedience and fearlessness then a 

bountiful harvest will result.  These are the tribes that they went to: the Maninka is 0.00% evangelical Christian, 

Mandingo is 0.03% evangelical Christian, Bandi is 1% evangelical Christian, the Mende is 1% evangelical 

Christian.  We already have a team ministering to the Vai, they are 0.01% evangelical Christian and the Gola, 

they too are 0.02% evangelical Christian. (Source - joshuaproject.net).  We have seen salvations and baptisms 

among the Vai and Gola tribes!  Praise God!! We have discovered that if we show up there will be salvations 

and baptisms.  Our Lord has prepared people from among them. Our job is to find those prepared, evangelize, 

disciple and unite them into churches. Before the virus crisis, we had hoped to have these two indigenous 

missionary teams relocated and ministering in these 4 tribes.  It is still possible, lack of funding holds us.  

http://joshuaproject.net/

