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Greeting Greene St. church, 
 

Time has a way of moving fast. It feels like we just decorated the church for Advent and 
Christmas and here we are staring down the season of Lent and Easter. I hope you’ll join us for 
several of the special services throughout Lent - Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday. We will again hold combined service with our brothers and sisters from Grace UMC, 
Fletcher UMC and this year Casstown/Bethel UMC will join in the rotation as well. I am looking 
forward to worshiping together in this season! 
 

As we turn to Lent, we think of this season as a time of preparation. A time to prepare our hearts 
to receive anew the incredible news of the empty tomb on Easter morning. In some traditions, 
there is the practice of giving something up during this season so as to concentrate on our 
relationship with God. Whether you give something up or not, I encourage you to take this 
season and to reflect on your life with God. The church has been doing this for the last two 
thousand years. 
 

Thomas Merton was a prolific writer and monk who spent time just down the road at Gethsemani 
Abbey in Kentucky. Merton was a deeply reflective man who took the opportunity to be in 
solitude to connect with God. This is something we can do even in our busy world. Find just a 
few moments in this season to disconnect, slow down and simply be with God. 
 

The season of Lent has been seen as a time of reflection as well as a time to recognize when we 
are in a spiritual desert of sorts. There was a group of people known as the Desert Fathers who 
were highly influential on the development of the Christian faith for centuries to come. In fact, the 
Abbey where Merton lived is a direct result of the work of the Desert Fathers. These persons 
moved to the desert to remove themselves from everyday distractions, to be in solitude and to 
connect with God. There is much more to say about them and I encourage you to look into their 
story and history.  
 

Merton wrote a book called Thoughts in Solitude where he wrote about solitude and the Desert 
Fathers. He says this: 
 

“The Desert Fathers believed that the wilderness had been created as supremely valuable in the 
eyes of God precisely because it had no value to men. The wasteland was the land that could 
never be wasted by men because it offered them nothing. […] The desert was the region in 
which the Chosen People had wandered for forty years, cared for by God alone. They could 
have reached the Promised Land in a few months if they had travelled directly to it. God’s plan 
was that they should learn to love Him in the wilderness […]” - Thomas Merton, Thoughts in 
Solitude 

 

I think we have all found ourselves in the wilderness at some point over these last two years. 
Maybe you are still there, spiritually speaking. The season of Lent offers us, even encourages 
and invites us, to think about what it means to be in a season of preparation, a season that is 
desert like. I hope and pray that you can look back on these last two years, or even this moment 
and see that God was and is present. While being in the desert may not seem like the place to 
find God, I suspect God draws nearer to us in these times. Perhaps even nearer than we realize. 
 

I hope to see you all throughout this season of Lent and Easter! 
 

God’s grace and peace be with you, 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Dr. William E. Leasure 

Message from our Pastor—Greetings Greene St.! 
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Children’s Ministry 

Valentine’s Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Sunday School during the past two months, the children 

excitedly put together gift bags for our college students and 

valentines for our members in care centers. The college 

students received Tootsie Rolls to 

remind them to roll with the 

punches, paper clips so they’ll have 

tools to hold it all together, and 

Extra chewing gum because they 

are extra special to their Greene 

Street Family! Our members in care 

centers were given heart shaped 

“stained-glass” window or door 

decorations to remind them they 

are loved by God and especially by 

the children! 
 

 

Sunday School 
 

On Sunday mornings during the 10:30 worship, children age 4 

through Sixth Grade are excused before the sermon to attend 

Sunday School in room 24, upstairs off the balcony. During 

March and April our lessons will include stories of Jesus, how we 

might observe Lent, and the events of Holy Week including 

Palm Sunday, The Last Supper, Good Friday and Resurrection 

Sunday! 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 
We will again have an Easter Egg Hunt for all children in grade 6 
and under, but this year we’ll join with friends from our 
neighboring Methodist churches. Save the afternoon of 
Sunday, April 10th which is Palm Sunday… details will be 
announced soon!  
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Thank You’s 
Answered Prayers 

from the Food Pantry 

I have been blessed to have 

many opportunities to pray with 

our food pantry friends. I may be 

at Wal-Mart or Krogers and see 

one of our friends and they will tell 

me something and ask me to 

pray. 
 

In December one of our friends 

came to get food. She said she 

had prayed for a ham that 

morning. Luckily, we had a ham to 

give her. She was really excited. 
 

You may remember that one of 

our friends had brought us a small 

loaf of pumpkin bread. We had to 

cut it with a finger nail file. This 

friend brought us a bag of 

goodies at Christmas. His wife had 

included a plastic knife and 

several plastic forks. We had a 

good laugh about that. 
 

I had prayed for one friend’s son 

who was on drugs. When she 

came back she was so excited to 

tell me that he had gotten help 

and was doing a lot better. I thank 

God for answering our prayers. 
 

Our friends have many needs. 

Please continue to pray that God 

will supply all their needs. 
 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

Outbound Ministry Update... 

Piqua Manor and Brookdale had positive COVID cases. 

Brookdale was on lockdown for the better part of the month, 

and Piqua Manor, though having tested positive for COVID 

cases, was allowing personal visitors, but no group meetings. 

The second week in February I received the okay from Piqua 

Manor that I could resume our worship services. Brookdale, 

however, still remained in lockdown. Due to Gary’s surgery on 

the 2nd of February, and my surgery on the 15th, the decision 

was made that we will resume meeting the first of March. That 

is also when I will start meeting with Shawnee Estates for the 

first time. Prayers are needed in that area. They only have one 

person coming in every other week and are in need of 

additional worship services. 

During this time, I have taken a course named Psalms and 

Music. Music is a vital part of services, especially in a nursing 

home setting. Sometimes in cases of dementia a person will 

tend to remember what the scripture or message was about 

according to the hymn that they sang. This course is helping 

me put some of the missing pieces of the puzzle together in 

music and ministry.  

I’m eager to resume our worship in our nursing facilities in a 

couple of weeks, and I know they have missed it as well. 

As always thank you for your many thoughts and prayers. 

Becky Kelly, CLM 

From Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Update: 
We praise God that 9.1 million shoebox gifts were collected in the U.S. during National Collection Week - 
the most ever! Our worldwide total from all sending countries was over 10.5 million shoeboxes. These 
numbers would be wonderful in any year, but they are particularly remarkable during a global pandemic. 

Samaritan’s Purse continued to declare God’s glory in more than 100 Countries and territories through 
Operation Christmas Child - including among many unreached people groups at the very ends of the 
earth. We praise God that shoebox gifts were distributed to children in need at over 81,000 outreach 
events. 

“Every shoebox represents an opportunity to reach one more child with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
Franklin Graham 

Greene Street Church, 

Thank you for being a lifetime home for mom (Mary 
Catherine Grimes) and celebrating her life with us.  

Sincerely, 

David, Scott, Kris, Pat and families  
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College Care Package “Thank You”’s 

Good Afternoon! 

I am writing this email as a huge thank you for the care package! I am on the field 
hockey team here at Ohio University. My teammates and I love the box of goodies! It 
is such a nice treat to have a yummy snack after a hard and long day of practice! 
(Our favorite snacks are the Oreos and Reese's cups!! They were gone the fastest!) 

Here at OU, I am studying Human Biology with a focus in Dentistry! I am in my third 
year here and hope to go to Dental school to become an Orthodontist! This semester 
has been a challenge but a good one and I am learning a lot about myself and 
about my classes!  

I'm excited to start applying to dental 
schools! It's going to be a stressful but fun 
process! I'm excited to start this new chapter 
in my life! 

Thank you again, it means the world to get 
this package! 

Lucy E. Davis, Ohio University, Class of 2023 
Human Biology, Pre-Dentistry, College of Arts 
and Sciences 
Ohio University Varsity Field Hockey 
Pre-Dental Society-President 
Ohio Honors Program 

Greene Street — Thanks for the care 

package!  It really helps as I find 

myself “casually losing both money 

and my mind paying for an 

overpriced education and living 

quarters!" - John 2022 

Church Family,  

 

As this week is filled with midterms and 
preparation for the winter musical, this 
care package came at just the right 
time! I am feeling especially homesick this 
quarter, and it put a smile on my face to 
open up the box and discover all that 
was inside. I must say, the gummy bears 
are my favorite. 

Here at Dartmouth, I am currently 
majoring in economics modified with 
anthropology and minoring in music. I am 
involved in the Dartmouth 
Mountaineering Club, the theater 
program, jazz piano, and campus radio; 
and even though I am busy, I am 
enjoying it all so much. I hope to come 
back to Piqua this summer to spend time 
with loved ones and find a summer job 
nearby. Thank you Greene Street for a 
little sliver of love from home. 

God Bless, 

Decker R Jackson 
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Thank you to everyone for the care package! 
I’m so grateful for my church family even 
though I might be a bit away from home. My 
roommates and I have been enjoying the 
snacks and crafts. I am currently in my second 
year of Music school at Ball State in Muncie, 
Indiana.  I’m really enjoying learning different 
instruments from violin to trumpet, drum to 
flute. Later in the semester I’ll be teaching out 
in the field for a little bit to really get into music 
education. 
 
Thank you all again! 
Lauren Sweetman and friends, 

Your Favorite Ball State Suite 

Hello, Greene Street family! I just want 
to thank you all for the wonderful 
goodies!  My roommates, friends and 
I all enjoyed them during the Super 
Bowl and I can’t wait to have some 
as my study snacks. I am currently in 
my last semester of nursing school at 
UA. I am beyond ready and super 
excited to graduate in May and am 
hoping to find a job around Piqua.  

 

Thank you for thinking of me! 

Maddy Fogt 

Hello, Jennifer and everyone from the Church, 

Thank you so much for the Box for Valentines' day! I apologize for the late reply as I've 
been really busy studying for the Certified Flight Instructor Certificate test which is this 
coming Monday! The box has everything I've needed to help to study for my test and 
the food to keep me focused. I look forward every year to receiving this box and am 
very thankful and blessed for everyone that helps put these together; they did a fan-
tastic job this year! 

Thank you very much, 

Jack Davis     
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Upcoming Events 

Funeral Meal Ministry 
 

*** Who made the 

Chocolate Cake with 

Carmel Icing?? 
 

In March, 2020, at the beginning of 

the Coronavirus pandemic, we never 

would have guessed what our lives 

were going to look like. Our Greene 

Street Church family has lost a lot of 

loved ones through the past two years 

and our funeral meal ministry has tried 

to react in whatever manner we 

thought was most appropriate and 

safest at the time.   The funeral meal  

committee genuinely hopes that all of 

you who have supported this ministry 

know how much we appreciate 

you.   We thank you for your generous 

and delicious salads and desserts.  The 

only thing we wish EVERY DONOR 

could experience is the gratitude and 

appreciation expressed by the 

families we serve!  You get back your 

empty dishes in which you made your 

donation, but know that those dishes 

represent a LOT of LOVE and 

appreciation. 
 

If you would like to contribute home 

made goodness to a future meal and 

have not been contacted in the past, 

please let Jennifer Sweetman know 

your wishes to participate and also 

the best phone number or email to 

reach you.    This is a wonderful 

ministry of hospitality and is greatly 

appreciated.   

 

Thanks everyone!!         

 

Tawnya Gaier & Jackie Pollock 

 
 

United Methodist Men Monthly Meetings 

March 19 & April9, 8 a.m. 

All Men of the Church Welcome!  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1    Zachary Reimer 
    Doug Stilwell 
3 Natalie Fogt 
     Rose Staley 
5 Renee Helman 
6 Dot Casselman 
    Dale Davis 
    Emily Shawler                     
 Jake Vosler  
7 Joe Adams 
    Luke Jensvold 
9 Don Motter 
10 Linda Price 
11 Quinn Hartman 
     Blakelee Silvers 
12  Jackson Elliott 
13 Judy Elliott 
 Jenna Weimer 
17  Jacob Cox 
     Kris Stewart 
18  Jonathon Cox 
20 Jennifer Beaver 
      Harper Partin 
21 Austin Johnson 
22 Joanne Motter 
23 Joyce Paldino 
24  Brant Helman 
26 Jeff Elliott 
     Mark Hopkins 
27 Jenni Piatt                                                   
28 DiAnn Bateman 
30 Andy Pearson 

 
3    Jeff & JoJo Marrs 
6 Pat & Bob Smith 
7 Jim & Shirley Gover 
8 Megan & Jed Cooper 
      Jerry & Sharon Fogt 
 Marcy & Phil Thomas 
23 Amy & Drew Hartman 
28 Cornelia & Mike Tinkler 
30 Becky & Paul Doak   

1   Barbara Hudson 
2 Alyssa Davenport 
      Becky Stanford 
    Reganne Tate 
3 Shirley Sanders  
5    Diana Hall      
7   Amy Sweetman 
8 Myrna Cantrell  
      Jamie Salisbury 
9 Jerry Fogt          
      Krew Mann   
    Marcy Thomas 
10 Maddison  Fogt 
 Spencer Lavey  
11  Donna DeBrosse 
    Michelle Taylor       
12 Drew Hartman 
      Carol Hogston 
16  Chuck DeBrosse 
18  Austin Kline 
    Kash Foster 
20  Tom Hudson 
    Carson Smith 
22  Jennifer Sweetman     
23 Polly Leasure 
 Justin Meckstroth 
      Adley Peepels 
24  Debbie Blue  
25  Sandra Christy 
    Caroline Elsass-Smith 
 Duane Gaier 
    Ron Yount 
27 Sophia Monnier 
28 Dorie Perry       

7 Mike & Donna DeBrosse 
12  Becky & Steve Stanford 
16 Jill & David Weimer 
21  Steve & Debbie Frazier 
22  Scott & Suzy Phillips 
23  Elizabeth & Tim DuBois 
27  Darryl & Tia Lawson 
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The Prayer PageThe Prayer Page  

Don Brown, Mary Guenthner, Jim Heath, Ken Heath, 
Pat Helman, Harold (Doc) Pummill, Doug Stilwell, Ron 
Yount  

Greene Street Church Family –  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –  

Cheryl Vollette (Ash), Olivia Jennings, Heidi McRae, Jim 
Stein, Brittnie Waugh (Daycare), Megan Apple (Gaier), 
Craig Davis (Hopkins), Grace (Jackson), Riley Hume 
(Jurosic), Ryan Motter (Motter), Marilyn Ketrow, Becah, 
Mike and Lowell Jess (Stilwell),  

Military –  
Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Ashtyn Wilson, Taylor 
Huebner, Ashley Spain (Frazier), Piqua #1487 Transport 
Unit (Hopkins), Cadet Allison Osborn (Pedroff),  Joseph 
Sherman (Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Alex 
Rossman (Sweetman), Tom Place (Tapp), Dasch 
Underwood  

Care Facilities –  

Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, Betty 
Gary, Jean Francony; Brookdale: Judy Meckstroth; 
Story Point: Rose Staley, Carol Hepler, Dan Califf; Piqua 
Manor: Debbie Blue;  

We pray God’s comfort to be 
with:  
 Prayers of comfort to be with Bill and 

Linda Carter and family on the 
passing of his mother on Wednesday, 
December 22, 2021.   

 Prayers of comfort to be with Ann 
Elliott and family on the passing of her 
sister Sally Harbin on Monday, 
December 27, 2021.   

 Prayers of comfort to be with Gary 
Leasure, as well as, Will and Polly and 
family on the passing of Rose Leasure 
on Tuesday, January 4, 2022. Rose is 
the aunt of Will.   

 Prayers for God’s peace are 
extended to family and friends of Pat 
Walker, who passed away on 
Sunday, January 9, 2022. Pat is the 
sister of Mary Guenthner. 

 From Kathy Parks: Prayers for our 
family, who lost our beloved Aunt, 
Saturday, January, 15, 2022. 

 Prayers for God’s peace are 
extended to family and friends of 
Mary Catherine Grimes, who passed 
away on Wednesday, January 26, 
2022. 

 From Joanne Motter: Please pray for 
the family of Peggy Curtis who 
passed away January 31, 2022. 

 Pray for God's comfort to be with Lisa, 
Amanda, and Adam Seas on the 
passing of Bob Seas, father-in-law 
and grandfather on Thursday, 
February 3, 2022. From Amanda: 
"While I am saddened and will miss 
him so much, I take so much comfort 
in knowing him and my dad are 
finally together again.” 

 From Marj Stilwell: Our 
granddaughter's Grandpa Gary 
passed away. Please pray for the 
Gerwels family. 

New Members Class 

If you have been hanging out at 
Greene St. for some time and are 
considering joining our church, now is 
the time! A new member class led by 
me is scheduled for Sunday, March 
13th, immediately following the 10:30 
service. This will give me an 
opportunity to describe what it 
means to be a member of a church 
and specifically what it means to be 
a member of Greene St.  Now is the 
time to write down any questions you have and I will 
be happy to answer them that day. I anticipate 
receiving new member on Sunday, April 3rd. I hope 
to see you there! - Rev Will 
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Dedication(s) - You may dedicate your lilies in memory, in honor, in celebration, or any other dedication you 
would like.  Dedications will be printed as listed. 
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You have three choices: 

1. ____In lieu of ordering a flower I wish to make a $10.00 
contribution to the decorating fund of the church.  

2. I am ordering              lily/lilies from the church. 

3. I am bringing              colorful flowers (tulip, daffodil, 
etc) to the church by 10  a.m. Friday, April 15.  (Please 
label your flower(s)) 

Name  

______________________________________ 

Number of Lilies / Dedications 

______________________________________ 

Easter Lilies 
If you would like to order a Lily for the sanctuary or wish to have a dedication 
carried, please complete this form and return it to the church office by 9:00 
a.m. Monday, April 4.  The cost of each lily is $10.00.   Lilies and other flowers 
may be removed from the sanctuary after the 10:30 a.m. Easter Service.   


