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Rev. Will Leasure 

It is time! So much as changed!  

 We are going to do a new Pictorial Directory for 

2021.  The software we use allows us to print our 

own in-house pictorial directory.  We will be asking 

you to provide updated contact information and a 

family picture.    

 If you do not have a picture, don’t worry!  For the 

months of March and April you can have your 

picture taken in the Gathering Room between 

worship services by Jenny Sweetman.  If you do not 

provide a picture or are camera shy, we have 

“professional artists” in our daycare that will provide 

stick figure portraits at no charge (and yes, we are 

serious). 

Information that we are asking for: 

 Household names 
 Current address 
 Phone numbers (please note if unlisted or if you 

do not want published) 
 email address 
 birth dates and anniversaries (not to be 

published in directory) 
 

Please send your contact info and picture 

preference to jennifer@greenestreetumc.org 
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Greetings Greene St., 

I hope this finds you well. Unbelievably, the end of January 2021 
marked the end of my fourth year here at Greene St. As of February 
1, 2021 I have started my fifth year at Greene St. It is hard to imagine 
it has been four years already. When I defend my Doctor of Ministry 
project, I am going to take some time to reflect on my time so far 
here at Greene St. There is much that I want to acknowledge and 
celebrate, some of which I think has been spurred on by my DMin 
project. 

By the time you read this we will have already switched seasons to 
Lent. Thanks be to God it seems we will have in person worship this 
year for Easter! Many from our church have started to receive the 
vaccine and as I write Covid-19 numbers are dropping. I pray this 
continues. Each changing of the church season I am prompted to 
read the words of Sister Joan Chittister. She is eloquent as she 
describes what the changing of the church calendar can signify and 
mean. Although we have already landed in Lent, I wanted to offer 
you some of her words describing what the season of Lent is and 
what opportunity it gives us. 

“Lent requires me, as a Christian, to stop for a while, to reflect again 
on what is going on in me. I am challenged again to decide whether 
I, myself, do truly believe that Jesus is the Christ -and if I believe, 
whether I will live accordingly when I can no longer hear the song of 
angels in my life and the star of Bethlehem has grown dim for me. 
Lent is not a ritual.It is time given to think seriously about who Jesus is 
for us, to renew our faith from the inside out. It is an opportunity to 
respond to the invitation Jesus offered his disciples in John 1:30 to 
‘come and see’. It is the act of beginning our spiritual life all over 
again refreshed and reoriented.” (111, The Liturgical Year) 

This year has been filled with loss, and by loss I mean either not 
happening at all or happening in strange and weird ways. Loss of 
holidays with families. Loss of church services. Loss of graduations. 
Loss of high school dances. Loss of Easter service. Loss of loved ones. 

Though Lent is typically thought of as dour and not terribly uplifting, I 
think the words from Sister Chittister above are timely. This can be a 
time of renewal after a long season of what has felt Lent-like. This can 
be a time to reexamine what we place our hope in.  This can be a 
season where we cling and look to the cross like never before. Most 
important this season is marching toward the empty tomb, the 
ultimate symbol of hope. The empty tomb will not take away the loss 
of the last year, but it offers hope for the future.   

I like what Pope Francis said in his Lenten 2021 message. He said this 
is a time to, “renew our faith, draw from the living waters of hope, 
and receive with open hearts the love of God.” After the last year 
filled with loss, I want to receive with an open heart the love of God, I 
hope you’ll join me in doing just that this season. 

Peace, 

Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene St. UMC 

Message from our Pastor—Greetings Greene St.! 
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In past years, the children 

have put together items for 

the college care packages 

which are sent to all our 

Greene Street college 

students. We have also 

made valentines to send to 

members of our church family who are homebound or in care 

centers. This year we wanted to do something special as the 

college kids are enduring a different life style and those in care 

centers have recently been very isolated.  
 

Each of the children made two crafts to give away.  The first one 

was to be packed along with other treats in special bags for the 

college kids. The other craft was added to a special care 

package created for all of our church members in local care 

centers. The families of our 25 children lovingly, thoughtfully, and 

generously donated many items such as hand sanitizer, kleenex, 

playing cards, Christian crossword puzzle books, mints, candy, 

chewing gum, snacks, granola bars, drink mixes and homemade 

treats.  Many of the children also created heartfelt, hand-written 

notes and beautiful valentines! 
 

When asked to share God’s light, our children and their families 

went above and beyond to spread His love and to bring comfort 

and joy!  The children also received gifts bags 

which contained activities and treats with 

reminders of how much they are loved by 

God and how special they are to the family 

of Greene Street. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
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Thank You’s 

 

Good Afternoon! 
I am writing this email as a huge thank you for the 
care package! I am on the field hockey team here at 
Ohio University. My teammates and I love the box of 
goodies! It is such a nice treat to have a yummy 
snack after a hard and long day of practice! (Our 
favorite snacks are the Oreos and Reese's cups!! They 
were gone the fastest!) 

Here at OU, I am studying Human Biology with a focus 
in Dentistry! I am in my second year here and hope to 
go to Dental school to become an Orthodontist! I am 
very excited that I will be able to play field hockey 
this spring since our season was canceled last semester! This semester has been a challenge but a 
good one and I am learning a lot about myself and about my classes! 

I hope that the rest of the semester goes smoothly and that my team and I are able to do well in our 
conference! 

Thank you again, it means the world to get this package! 

Lucy E. Davis, Ohio University, Class of 2023 

 

Dear Greene Street, 

I greatly appreciate the care package! The pads of paper and sticky 
notes are especially helpful with my classes since I like to write quick 
reminders or work out problems on them. Thank you for the kind words 
and tons of snacks that will keep me fed until I'm 70. I'm trying to make 
sure I don't eat everything all at once haha. The peanut butter crackers 
are particularly addictive. 

I am majoring in Computer Science, so I've been doing my best to 
study up on all things computers. This semester is picking up pace; 
keeping up with my work is getting harder and harder. That's college 
though, I supposed. 

After this semester, I am transferring to Bowling Green and moving into 
an apartment. I hope all goes well, and I thank you for thinking of me. 

Thank you so much, and god bless you <3, 

John Grear 

 

Greene Street Church, 

I received the snack box a couple of days ago! Thank you very much, I’ve been really enjoying the 
snacks while I study and while I work in my field of study, Aviation. I love eating while I’m flying!  

 

Thank you, 

Jack Davis  
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To Greene Street Church,   

 Thank you so much for the care package! It was the most pleasant surprise of my  week and I 
enjoyed it all! The handwritten notes and cards were the boost I needed to get  me through my 
quarterly exams, half of my notecards have disappeared just for my Chinese Class, and the cookies 
were (unfortunately for my diet) the perfect combination for my  late-night Hoarders binge-a-thons.   

For those of you who don’t know me, I’m currently studying International Studies  at BGSU. I’m also the 
girlfriend of Jenny Sweetman’s nephew (so when I say I was  surprised to receive the gift— I really 
mean it). I think I’ve been in Greene Street  maybe a few times so it’s okay if you still have no idea 
who I am. To be honest, I wasn’t  expecting to have such a comical large box plopped in front of me 
when she told me about  the gift. Other care packages I’ve received have been maybe a fourth that 
size, and I was  really expecting to open the box and find an inflatable life raft instead of snacks and  
school supplies!   

 Also, the package was also a fantastic addition to my suite’s biweekly movie  night…it didn’t stand a 
chance against three girls and the emotional turmoil of  Twilight. Honestly, I don’t think I’ve ever seen 
Cheez-its and Red Vines go so quickly. I wish I had taken a picture of the moment, but we were all so 
caught up in the saucy  vampire-human-werewolf love triangle. That being said, they were very 
grateful for the  snacks and just a bit jealous that I had such kind people looking out for me! We 
probably  should have paced ourselves so we could have some at the next movie night, but I think 
we  will all just settle for pints of ice cream and the last bag of popcorn.  

It truly was lovely, and I appreciate everyone that chipped in to make my day a  bit brighter!   

Thank you,   

Tessa A.  

 

 

Thank you so much for the care package. I shared the snacks with my 
friends and my hall and everybody is very thankful for them. I am 
attending Ball State University in Muncie, IN for music education. It has 
been a fun journey so far and am excited to see where I’ll go. Thank 
you to my church family for everything.  

Love, Lauren Sweetman 

 

 

 

Dear Greene Street Family, 

I cannot than you enough for thinking of me and all the goodies. My roommates greatly appreciated 
it as well! I am currently in my third year of college at Butler University studying chemistry. Hopefully this 
coming summer I will have the opportunity to work in a chem or biochem lab somewhere to give me 
more experience and better prepare me for my future endeavors. Again thank you for all the goodies 
and never ending support. 

Love, Leanne Price 
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You have three choices: 

1. ____In lieu of ordering a flower I wish to make a $10.00 
contribution to the decorating fund of the church.  

2. I am ordering              lily/lilies from the church. 

3. I am bringing              colorful flowers (tulip, daffodil, 
etc) to the church by 10  a.m. Friday, April 2.  (Please 
label your flower(s)) 

Dedication(s) - You may dedicate your lilies in memory, in honor, in celebration, or any other dedication you 
would like.  Dedications will be printed as listed. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name  

______________________________________ 

Number of Lilies / Dedications 

______________________________________ 

Easter Lilies 

If you would like to order a Lily for the sanctuary or wish to have a 
dedication carried, please complete this form and return it to the 
church office by 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 24.  The cost of each lily 
is $10.00.   Lilies and other flowers may be removed from the sanctuary 
after the 10:30 a.m. Easter Service.   
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1    Zachary Reimer 
    Doug Stilwell 
3 Natalie Fogt 
     Rose Staley 
5 Renee Helman 
6 Dot Casselman 
    Dale Davis 
    Emily Shawler                     
 Jake Vosler  
7 Joe Adams 
    Luke Jensvold 
9 Don Motter 
11 Quinn Hartman 
     Blakelee Silvers 
12  Jackson Elliott 
13 Judy Elliott 
 Jenna Weimer 
17  Jacob Cox 
     Kris Stewart 
18  Jonathon Cox 
20 Jennifer Beaver 
      Harper Partin 
21 Austin Johnson 
22 Joanne Motter 
23 Joyce Paldino 
24  Brant Helman 
26 Jeff Elliott 
     Mark Hopkins 
27 Jenni Piatt                                                   
28 DiAnn Bateman 
30 Andy Pearson 

 
3    Jeff & JoJo Marrs 
6 Pat & Bob Smith 
8 Jerry & Sharon Fogt 
 Marcy & Phil Thomas 
23 Amy & Drew Hartman 
25 Kris & Cecil Stewart 
28 Cornelia & Mike Tinkler 
30 Becky & Paul Doak   

1   Barbara Hudson 
2 Alyssa Davenport 
    Reganne Tate 
3   Shirley Sanders       
7   Amy Sweetman 
8 Myrna Cantrell  
9    Jerry Fogt            
    Marcy Thomas 
10 Maddison  Fogt 
 Spencer Lavey  
11  Donna DeBrosse 
    Michelle Taylor       
12 Carol Hogston 
    Jacki Lillicrap 
16  Chuck DeBrosse 
18 Austin Kline 
    Kash Foster 
20  Tom Hudson 
    Carson Smith 
22  Jennifer Sweetman     
23 Polly Leasure 
 Justin Meckstroth 
24  Debbie Blue  
25  Sandra Christy 
    Caroline Elsass-Smith 
 Duane Gaier 
    Ron Yount 
27 Sophia Monnier 
28 Dorie Perry       
29 Theodore Farris 
 Doug Lillicrap 
 

 
3   Joshua & Holly Trombley 
7   Mike & Donna DeBrosse 
16 Jill & David Weimer 
21  Steve & Debbie Frazier 
22  Scott & Suzy Phillips 
23  Elizabeth & Tim DuBois 
 

Answered Prayers 
from the Food Pantry 

 

There was a food pantry in 
Covington that had to close. They  
very graciously gave any food they 
had left to our food pantry. It was a 
large amount. Anytime we get 
extra food, it is an answer to prayer. 

 

There was a couple who came 
who were living in a house with no 
electric, water or heat. They were 
cooking on a grill. The third time he 
came, he was driving a pick up 
truck. He said someone had given 
him money to buy a battery. He 
also told me he was able to get his 
utilities turned on. He appreciated 
the food we were able to give him. 
And he gave me a hug. The next 
time he came, he told me he had 
gotten a job. What a great answer 
to prayer. 

 

A big thank you to all who have 
donated winter coats. Several 
have been given to our food 
pantry friends. They really 
appreciated the warmth of the 
coats. 

 

We have had people come by car, 
truck, bicycle and by walking. They 
have come pulling wagons, 
shopping carts, other pool carts, 
and pulling luggage on wheels. 
One day we had someone come 
on a riding lawnmower. He put his 
box on the hood and off he went. 

 

We feel privileged that we can 
provide food for our food pantry 
friends. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 
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We pray God’s comfort to be with:  

 Friends and family of Jean Wilson Reed, 
who passed away on January 2, 2021. 

 Friends and family of Diego Arzola, a 
teenager who passed away on January 
5, 2021. 

 Dave and April Vosler on the passing of 
his father, Charles “Pete” Vosler, who 
passed away on January 4, 2021. 

 Friends and family of Al Erbes, who 
passed away on January 18, 2021.  

 The Leasure family, on Saturday, 
January 16, Josh Leasure passed 
away.  Josh is the grandson to Gary and 
Rose Mary Leasure (who follows Greene 
Street UMC on Facebook).   

 Martin and Jackie Pollock and family on 
the passing of his father, Flavil Pollock, 
who passed away on January 27, 2021.  

 Caserta family as they mourn the loss of 
Bill Caserta who passed away Saturday 
1/30. 

 Friends and family of Peg Hance, who 
passed away on February 1, 2021.  

 Fred Shellenberg and family on the 
passing of his sister, Miriam Robinson, 
who passed away on February 1, 2021.  

 Family of Walt Felver who passed away 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021.  

 The Leasure family whose Aunt Vickie 
Bryant, passed away Saturday, February 
6, 2021. 

 Please to surround Zachary(22) and 
Matthew(20) James. Their mother 
Tammy has died from Covid 
complications. Their father Steve died 
two years ago from cancer.  

 The family of Sherman Deaton, passed 
away Monday, February 8, 2021.  

 Jerry and Arlys Fogt on the passing of 
Jerry's Aunt, Susan Fogt, who passed 
away on February 15, 2021.  

 Peg Luby and Family on the passing of 
Bob Luby on February 19, 2021. 

We pray God’s blessings upon:  

 Congratulations to Sally and Ed Ellis. 
Gideon Edward Ellis was born to Nate 
and Giselle Ellis on January 29, 2021.  

 

 

The Prayer PageThe Prayer Page  

Greene Street Church Family – Jo Anderson, 
Keri Marion, Peggy Moorman, Joanne and Don 
Motter, Harold Pummill, Cecil Stewart, Amy 
Sweetman  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church – 
David Sullenberger (Clark), Dean Ward (Daycare), 
Macy Cockfair (Everett), Jack Thiebeau, Carl White, 
Betty Little, Harry Frazier (Frazier), Joann (Hogston), 
Don McIntosh (Hopkins), Kozetta Moon (Kelly), Teresa 
(Lawson), Doug Wirt, Dave Hyder (MacKellar), Walt 
Felver (Motter), Andy K. (Salisbury), Rick & Letha 
Smith, Joe Hill and family (Stewart), Mike Jess, Marilyn 
Ketrow, Bekah (Stilwell), Ben (Taylor), Steve Gray 
(Weimer)  

Military – Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie 
Cooper, Ashtyn Wilson, Taylor Huebner (Frazier), 
Piqua #1487 Transport Unit (Hopkins), Cadet Allison 
Osborn (Pedroff),  Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman 
(Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Alex Rossman 
(Sweetman), Dasch Underwood  

Care Facilities – Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, 
Hannah Kingrey, Mary Grimes, Betty Gary, Jean 
Francony; Story Point: Rose Staley, Pat Walker, Carol 
Hepler; Piqua Manor: Debbie Blue; Lewis Center: Jo 
Asher;  

 

A Prayer for the Workplace 
The Lord is my real boss, and I shall not want. He 
gives me peace, when chaos is all around me. He 
gently reminds me to pray and do all things 
without murmuring and complaining. He reminds 
me that He is my source and not my job. He 
restores my sanity everyday and guides my 
decisions that I might honor Him in all that I do. 
Even though I face absurd amounts of e-mails, 
system creashes, unrealistic deadlines, {unrealistic 
families}, budget cutbacks, gossiping co-workers, 
discriminating supervisors and an again body that 
doesn’t cooperate every morning, I still will not 
stop– for He is with me! His presence, His peace, 
and His power will see me through. He raises me 
up, even when they fail to promote me. He claims 
me as His own, even when the company threatens 
to let me go. His Faithfulness and Love is better 
than any bonus check. His retirement plan beats 
every 401K there is! When it’s all said and done, I’ll 
be working for Him a whole lot longer and for that I 
BLESS HIS NAME!! 
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Volume 67, Issue 2 

 

March 28-Palm Sunday 9 & 10:30 am 

April 1-Maundy Thursday 7 pm at 

Greene Street Church, Pastor Tina Fox 

April 2-Good Friday 7 pm at Grace 

Church, Rev. Will Leasure 

April 4-Easter Sunday 9 & 10:30 am 


