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GREENE STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Start Perfecting Those Chili Recipes!   
Will you be the one to take home the trophy this 

year?? 

  

Please join us on Sunday, January 29th for a combined 

10:30 worship service followed by our Annual Chili 

Cook-off and Dessert auction!  The proceeds from this 

event support our Greene Street Food Pantry.  Last 

year we had 8 pots of chili to sample and an 

overwhelming 90+ desserts donated for the auction!  A 

dessert sign-up sheet 

will be passed around 

during worship the 

first few weeks of 

January. Hope to see 

you at our annual 

event on the 29th! 

  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

College Care Package! 

Hey Greene Street!  Let’s send some love to our college students! Send in your college students’ 
addresses by February 8th to jennifer@greenestreetumc.org.  The youth of the church (Middleschool 
Ministry and High School Youth)  will be packing Care Packages for college students to be sent out 
with our love for Valentine’s Day, immediately following 10:30 Worship on Sunday, February 12th.  

Donations can be left in the Narthex in the box marked College Bound!  Last year we sent out 12, so 
we will  plan on that again this year!  Anything you wish to share will be appreciated. 

You can help by bringing in the following items by February 12th: 

 Candy/gum 

 Heat and serve soups 

 Pens/pencils 

 Microwave popcorn 

 Post-it note pads 

 Cookies 

 Chips 

 Notebook paper 

 Notes of encouragement 

 Anything you think college 
students might enjoy! 

Greene Street Event Calendar 
Jan. 1: 9 am Worship Only 
Jan. 8: Undecorating day 
Jan. 14: Girls’ Chrysalis Weekend 
Jan. 28: UMM Pancake Breakfast 
Jan. 29: 5th Sunday-10:30 am Worship Only 
Jan. 29 Chili Cook off 
Feb. 12: College Care Package Day 
Feb. 18: Boys’ Chrysalis Weekend 
 

Holidays and Other Observed Days 
Jan. 1: New Years’ Day  
Jan. 6: Epiphany 
Jan. 10: Houseplant Appreciation Day 
Jan. 16: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan. 18: Winnie the Pooh Day 
Jan. 20: National Cheese Lovers Day, 
Jan. 29: National Puzzle Day 
Jan. 30: National Bubble Wrap Appreciation 
Day 
 
Feb. 2: Groundhog Day  
Feb. 2: National Ukulele Day 
Feb. 7: National Send a Card to a Friend Day 
Feb. 12: Superbowl Sunday 
Feb. 14: Valentine's Day 
Feb. 20: Presidents' Day 
Feb. 22: Ash Wednesday 
Feb. 23: National Banana Bread Day 



 

MESSAGE FOR OUR PASTOR 
Greetings and Happy New Year! 

As I sat down to write this article, knowing that we are turning the calendar to a new year, I 
went back and reviewed the last several “New Years” newsletter articles I wrote. I was not 
surprised that I mentioned the chaos of the last several years as we dealt with covid and 
the challenges of being a church in the 21st century. As I reviewed the article from two 
years ago, I thought what I said would be worth reprinting (albeit with revisions) and sharing 
with you again. 

We live in a time where we are distracted by our distractions. It is easy to shake off good 
habits. Think about the push each year at this time for diet and exercise plans; we see these 
commercials non-stop once Christmas Day has passed. The new year does bring about the 
sense of anticipation that this year doesn’t have to be governed by the decisions we made 
previously. So it makes sense that we make resolutions and challenge ourselves to put on 
better habits than maybe we did in the prior year. 

I hope that part of putting on those good habits would be for each of us to include our 
spiritual lives as well. What better habits can we take on than those that would care for and 
nurture our souls? So I bring to you a similar suggestion as I did two years ago: I hope and 
pray that every person connected to our church would consider three things—attend, 
belong, and serve. 

Attend - Do not to get out of the habit of attending worship weekly. It is very easy to simply 
get out of the habit of showing up to worship. We have made great strides to ensure that 
nearly anyone can safely view and virtually attend worship. Additionally, if you miss due to 
work, illness or not yet feeling confident to go out yet, the Sunday morning worship service 
can be accessed at any time. 

Belong - While attending worship (virtually or in person) is a great first step, it is just that, a first 
step. The next step is to ensure you belong. In order to make it as a disciple of Jesus, you 
need to have other people in your life who can pray for you, support you and be with you 
in times of good and bad. The top option I would give to you would be to consider joining 
one of our small group class meetings. These groups meet weekly for 75 minutes to consider 
how each person sees God at work in their lives. These groups have been incredible. If you 
are not a part of one, please prayerfully consider joining one and let me help you get 
connected with a group. (Incidentally if you are already a part of one of these groups, do 
not neglect attending regularly.)  

Serve - Followers of Jesus are called to serve. There are any number of ways that this can 
happen. Our signature service ministry is our food pantry. We could use help in any number 
of areas; pickup of donations, serving when the pantry is open on Monday or Wednesday 
or packing boxes in between times we are open. We have also started to include 
opportunities on Sunday morning to serve as greeters, liturgists, media and communion 
servers. Please let me know if you’d like to get involved and I’d be glad to help connect 
you. 

It is a simple three step process; attend, belong and serve. Taking on these habits do more 
than just ensure you’re not missing church, these habits impact the very core of who we are 
as disciples of Jesus. 

I hope you all have had a wonderful Christmas and I pray for each of you in the New Year 
that you will take on and form new habits that draw you closer to God. 

Peace, 

 

Will Leasure 



 

CHILDREN MINISTRY’S 

Dear friends in Christ, 

My heart is overflowing with gratitude for all of our staff members and church family who 
responded with love and enthusiasm when asked to help in hosting our Day Care and 
Preschool families for Santa’s First Stop on December 10th! You generously planned, 
organized, baked, served, set up, and cleaned up, which resulted in a hugely successful 
event with over 250 guests attending. Our Day Care and Preschool staff members joined 
many church members that morning to create a very welcoming environment for our 
guests.  

Highlights included: the appearance of Santa, played by Rev. Will’s father Tim Leasure, 
which delighted the children who were singing and stopped them cold with awestruck 
faces, a wonderful performance by the PHS Show Choir, and entertainment by a world 
class Christian juggler named David Cain. The families received photos of their children 
with Santa and the children heard stories of Jesus’ birth.  

Greene Street, you were truly ambassadors of Jesus’ light, shining 
through you so that others might see God’s love! Well done faithful 
servants!  

 

 

 

 



Christmas Story 

On December 18th during the 10:30 worship, the children gathered for a traditional 
reenactment of the Christmas Story! They donned angel wings, hats, etc. and took part in 
the retelling for our church family. Once again we received help from our always willing 
teenagers Zoe and Addie Leasure!  

Willing participants 
included: 

Addie and Carter Cheek 
Alyssa Devenport 
Eleanor Jurosic 
Izzy, Gabe & Darien Lawson 
Lettie & Wyatt Meckstroth 
Sophia Monnier 
Maggie & Vivi Pearson 
Layland Zerkle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

On Sunday mornings during the 10:30 worship, children aged five through Sixth Grade are 
excused before the sermon for Sunday School in room 24, upstairs off the balcony. In 
November and December the children enjoyed learning about several prophets and 
reading the stories of Christmas while celebrating Advent by lighting our own candles 
each week. We signed Christmas cards for the prison ministry and next month we’ll be 
sending Valentines to our college students and church friends in care centers. In January 
and February, we’ll study the life of Jesus from the Gospels, beginning with his baptism.  

We are desperately in need of volunteers to help care for toddlers in 
the nursery during the 10:30 worship service! Please contact Barb 
Hudson if you'd like to serve, or sign up on the clipboard when passed.  

HELP NEEDED 



 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

 

MIDDLESCHOOL MINISTRY 
Middle School Ministry 

Our Middle School students met with the Senior High youth for our December meeting to 
celebrate Christmas with pizza and a white elephant gift exchange. We also shared some 
seasonal joy with members of the Piqua Fire Department when we walked to the station 
bearing gifts of muffins baked by our church members and leftovers from the children’s 
event the day before! 

The Middle School group committed to a new project for Greene Street by collecting 
personal care items to generate hygiene kits for UMCOR. You, the members of our 
constantly generous church family, have gone all out and we’ve collected so many items 
that we’ve asked the Sr. High youth to help us pack them! We will meet together with them 
on January 9th at 5:30 p.m. to create the Hygiene Kits by rolling the items inside each towel 
and packing the bundles in zipper baggies. We appreciate the amazing help we’ve 
received for this important project!! 

 

Happy New Year!  

Heading into 2023, I cannot help but reflect on how great of a year 2022 has been. After a 
few years of chaos and inconsistencies (thank you pandemic), I am very thankful that we 
have gotten back into a rhythm as a church, and specially as a youth group.  

Our high school youth have been meeting weekly on Sunday evenings for fellowship. We 
have had opportunities to share our faith journeys with one another in class meeting style 
discussions. I look forward to seeing the way God continues to work in our teens’ lives over 
the next year! We have also been expanding our Biblical and Methodist knowledge 
through weekly trivia games. Our games have varied from Jeopardy style to ‘Who Wants 
to Be a Bible Extraordinaire?’, similar to Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? Our teens have a 
friendly competitive spirit and I have loved witnessing 
them develop a deeper knowledge on Biblical and 
Methodist topics.  

Heading into 2023, I look forward to continuing what we 
have started in 2022 and more! I am so grateful for this 
opportunity to serve alongside the youth of Greene Street 
Church! Thank you to our amazing congregation who has 
helped make all of this possible!  

Blessings and best wishes to all in this new year!  

Amanda Seas As part of our youth Christmas 
party, the middle school and 
high school youth delivered 

muffins to the Piqua Fire 
Department. 



Thank you to everyone who helped make our 1st 

Annual  Christmas Food Drive a complete success! 

 

PICTURES OF HANGING OF THE GREENS 



 

OUTBOUND MINISTRY 

During advent it has been such a blessing that the activity directors have allowed me to use 
lighted candles in the Nursing Facilities. That has meant so much to everyone. For some, it 
brought back fond memories of celebrating advent in their own churches. For others, they 
were experiencing the meaning behind the lighting of the advent candles for the very first 
time, and the significance of each candle. Versailles had to close for a few weeks due to 
COVID, so unfortunately, we couldn’t do our little Christmas choir and caroling that we had 
planned on. Once they reopened not everyone has returned. It was disappointing for us all, 
however, they know there will be other opportunities ahead! In addition to Piqua Manor, 
Shawnee Estates, and Versailles, we have now added Koester Pavilion. I have just started 
with them, so I am just getting to know them. Their reaction was very strong and reverent 
toward the hymns and communion. In our very first meeting I had a volunteer close us in 
prayer! Usually that takes a little while for someone to get the courage to do. But this man 
was definitely led by the spirit and jumped right in! Awesome! 

Everyone in the Bible Studies received a small goodie Christmas bag which included a 
candy cane and “The Candy Cane Story.” A candy maker wanted to make a candy that 
would be a witness for his Savior, so he made the Christmas candy cane. He began with a 
stick of pure white, hard candy, which symbolizes the virgin birth and sinless nature of Jesus. 
The hardness symbolizes the solid rock and firmness of the promises of God. He then formed 
the candy into a “J” for Jesus our Savior and the staff of our good shepherd. He stained it 
with three small, red stripes representing the scourging Jesus received prior to His crucifixion 
for our healing. He added one large red stripe to represent the shedding of his blood on the 
cross for our salvation. 

So next time you take a candy cane off your Christmas tree, maybe you will think of this 
story and look at the three long thin stripes and one wide stripe of red that marks this “Jesus” 
candy cane. 

Thank you all for your continued prayers. 

May God Bless you all in the upcoming 2023 year! 

Becky Kelly CLM 

 

MORE ANSWERED PRAYERS 
A special report form Samaritan’s Purse: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in 
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” - 1 Thess 5:16-18 

A boy in Tanzania had asked his father for a refillable water bottle to take with him to 
school. Not having any spare  money, the boy’s father said, “Just wait and pray.” Two 
months later at church, the boy received a shoebox gift that contained a water bottle. He 
told his father, “You don’t have to buy me a bottle for carrying water to school because 
Jesus has brought me one,” 

When Tatenda told his mother that he needed pencils, pens, an eraser, and a ruler to take 
an exam at his school in Zimbabwe, she replies, “God is faithful.”  The following Sunday, 
each child at their church received a shoebox gift during an outreach event. Tatenda 
opened his gift on the way home, shouting for joy at the 12-pack of pencils, 10-pack of 
pens, erasers, and a ruler—everything  he needed for the exam. In addition, he received a 
calculator, wristwatch, socks, t0-shirts, toothbrushes, and soap. His mother sang “God is 
faithful” all the way home. The following Sunday, Tatenda enrolled in The Greatest Journey 
discipleship class at their church. 



 

ANSWERED PRAYERS 

FROM THE FOOD 

PANTRY 
We have been very busy at the food 
pantry. One day we fed 93 people! There 
are new friends added every week. We 
only have one coat left to give out. Any 
donations of gently used coats would be 
appreciated. 

I talked to one woman and she said she  
couldn’t get through the day if she didn’t 
have God to lean on. I totally agree with 
her. That’s why it is so important for us to tell 
others about Jesus. 

One lady shared that they had gotten 
custody of a son ( from first marriage). She 
was thankful for that answer to prayer. 

Several people asked that I thank God for 
their many blessings. 

Many people ask that I pray about their 
medical issues.  I think that is the number 
one request. Also some ask that I pray 
about their financial situation. 

It is a privilege for our volunteers to serve 
our friends. Will you join us in praying that 
all their needs be met. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

 

CREATION MINISTRY 

TIPS 
Creating a world where no child goes to 
bed hungry is no simple task. We all must 
work together to remove the conditions 
that contribute to global childhood hunger.  

That means changing how we think about 
food... starting with food waste. In the U.S., 1 
in 6 children don't know where their next 
meal will come from. And yet 40 percent of 
the American food supply is wasted. We 
discard 80 billion pounds of food waste per 
year about 220 pounds per person! 
Globally, one-third of the food produced 
annually — about 1.3 billion tons - gets lost 
or wasted. That's more than enough food 
to take care of the 821 million people who 
suffer from hunger worldwide.  

Some things you and your family can do to 
put a dent in this problem:  

1. Strategize. Planning meals and using 
grocery lists reduces the amount of food 
you might toss later. Put newer foods at the 
back of the fridge, using the older ones in 
the front first. And remember that many 
expiration dates aren't about food safety 
but are simply suggestions for peak quality - 
the "sniff test" is usually all you need. For 
food past its prime, think French toast and 
grilled cheese sandwiches for bread that's 
going stale, wilted veggies in soups/stews or 
blending overripe fruit in smoothies.  

2. Split. When going out to eat, splitting entrées is a good way to short-circuit those 
"supersize" servings. And if the portions are still too big, take home your leftovers - and 
actually eat them.  

3. Scraps. Planting scraps gives a kid a big picture of a food's life cycle. Ideas: Place the 
base of iceberg lettuce, green onions or celery in a jar with water and watch it sprout in just 
days. Plant the base of an onion or clove of garlic in wet soil. Remove the seeds from 
strawberries, raspberries or lemons and place in wet soil. Roast potato skins. Use wilting 
zucchini and carrots, mushy banana or browning avocado for baking bread and muffins. 
Save citrus peels for making tea. You get the idea!  

4. Compost. For those scraps that just can't be used, start a compost pile. Kids find this really 
fun because they can get messy! They'll enjoy adding scraps to the compost pile, turning 
the pile (weekly in summer, less in cooler months) to make sure it rots evenly (yes, rotting is 
the whole point!). And as it turns to a soil-like texture, add it to your garden.  

From "Teaching Kids About Food Waste" by Three O'clock Project: threeoclockproject.org/
post/teaching-kids-about-food-waste.  



 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Devan Shade 
5 Shirley Gover 
8 Tom Ringer 
10    Easton Henry 
 Jane Salisbury 
11   Reynna Lavey 

14   Lauryn Thomas 
19   Ann Elliott 
20 Helen Enos 
       Cornelia Tinkler 
23     Evie Henry 
         Darion Lawson  

24    Ed Ellis 
26 Betty Clark 
         Ryan Lacy 
       Krystal Lawson 
         Karen Schneider 
 

27 Jim Meckstroth 
30   Tere Hogston 
       Scott Helman 
      Gail Staley 

1    Gloria & Michael Tapp 
7    Jeff & Sue Erbes 

1 Patrick Middleton 
2   Amelia Bush 
4   Carson Meckstroth 
    Eryn Thomas 
 
 
 

7   Rick Fry 
    Megan Pearson    
    Dan Penrod 
    Jennifer Wright  
10 Arie Larger 
14 Garrett Brewer 
 

15 Rachel Hopkins 
 Tia Lawson 
16  Mike DeBrosse 
19 Curt Everett 
20  Chris Ellerman 
21 Peg Luby 
 

25  Jim Gover 
       Reid Maniaci 
       Esther Mindt  
27 Wyatt Meckstroth 
 Eric Sweetman 
28  Richard Price 

No anniversaries 

Altar Flower & Dedications 2023! 

We will continue to handle Altar Flowers and 
Dedications the same as 2022.  The cost for altar flowers 
will be $40.00 per Sunday.  It will be on a first come first 
serve basis. Please select your desired date for Altar 
Flowers by calling the church office or online via our 
weekly emails.  Please have your dedication ready; if 
you do not know your dedication at this time, you may 
contact the church office by Wednesday prior to your 
desired date.  If you do not contact us it will just be listed 
as “Altar flowers given by (your name)”. Thank you for 
helping us keep this year's Altar Flowers beautiful. If a 
Sunday does not get taken, other decorations will be 
available.  



 

PRAYERS 
Greene Street Church Family – Mary Guenthner, Kay 
Hardman, Jim Heath, Ken Heath, Mark Hopkins, Don & 
Joanne Motter, Harold (Doc) Pummill, Doug Stilwell,  

  

Friends and Family of Greene Street -   

Military - Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Jacob Grogean 
(Daycare Parent), Taylor Huebner (Frazier), Piqua #1487 Transport Unit (Hopkins), Cadet 
Allison Osborn (Pedroff), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Tom Place 
(Tapp), Dasch Underwood 

  

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Betty Gary, Jean Francony, Bea Jones, Peg 
Luby; Brookdale: Judy Meckstroth, DiAnn Bateman; Story Point: Rose Staley, Carol Hepler; 
Piqua Manor: Debbie Blue 

The people on our prayer list always matter to us and to the Lord. For the new year our list will be 
starting fresh.  If you would like us to pray for you or a loved one, please communicate to the 
church office with the connection card on Sunday or via email (jennifer@greenestreetumc.org).  

We believe in the power of prayer, so please keep us updated! 

We pray God’s comfort to be with:  

 Phylis and Jim Otey and family upon 
the death of her mother Virginia 
Joan Christopher on November 16, 
2022 in Alabama.  

 From Annie Thorpe: Prayers for 
peace to be with the family and 
friends of Ruth Bryn, who passed 
away Sunday, November 27, 2022. 

 Chelsi Schulz (Assistant Director) and 
family upon the passing of her 
father Doug Ruley on December 3, 
2022. 

We pray God’s blessing to be with: 

 Linda (Daycare teacher) and Kyle 
Henry, proud new grandparents of 
baby boy, Alastor Joseph Henry 
born December 23, 2022.  

 Rob and Jamie Salisbury on the birth 
of their daughter, Penelope Jane 
Salisbury on Wednesday, December 
28, 2022. Proud Grandma Jane 
Salisbury and big brother Gryffin are 
excited.  

 

THANK YOU’S 

To the Santa’s First Stop Committee and Workers, 

GREAT JOB! From set-up to clean up, daycare 
gals and all helpers, to the awesome Piqua High 
School Show Choir. 

Congrats to all on a Job Well Done! 

Merry Christmas to All, 

Annie Thorpe 

 

Dear Greene Street Family; 

 

Thanks so much for thinking of me this Christmas.  
So sorry I missed your visit.  The poinsettia, 
muffins, ornament, and card drawn by 
preschoolers were very much appreciated.  I 
think about you all often, and all the good 
memories at Greene Street Jim and I had over 
the years! 

 

Thanks again, Gail Reas 
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