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Rev. Will Leasure 

Hey Greene Street!  Let’s send some love to our college 
students! Send in your college students’ addresses by February 
2nd to jennifer@greenestreetumc.org.  

TEEM is making Care Packages for college students to be sent 
out with our love for Valentine’s Day! 

TEEM will be assembling these Care Packages for college 
students immediately following 10:30 Worship on Sunday, 
February 6th.  

Donations can be left in the Narthex in the box marked College 
Bound!  We plan on sending out 24 packages this year!  
Anything you wish to share will be appreciated. 

You can help by bringing in the following items by February 6th: 

 College Care Package! 

 Candy/gum 
 Heat and serve soups 
 Pens/pencils 
 Microwave popcorn 
 Post-it note pads 
 Cookies 

 Chips 
 Notebook paper 
 Notes of encouragement 
 Anything you think college 

students might enjoy! 

Save the Date to  
Un-Decorate! 
On Sunday, January 8, 2022, we will be 
taking down our beautiful Christmas 
decorations as we begin a new year. Please 
plan to stay after the 10:30 service to pack 
everything away for another year. This job 
goes quickly with many helping hands.  We 
hope to see you there! 

“May God’s blessings be upon you and may 
those blessings flow through you to touch 
the lives of everyone you meet.” 

Happy New Year 2022, 

Susan Hopkins and Tawnya Gaier 

A big thank you to all 
who stayed after church 
and helped decorate for 
Advent. It is a big job 
and we appreciate 
everyone who rolled up 
their sleeves, climbed 
ladders and stairs, hung 
wreaths, and set up 
nativities and trees. Our 
church is shining! 
God Bless each of you, 
Susan and Tawnya 
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Greetings Greene St. church! 

Happy New Year! We turn the page on yet another chaotic and 
weird year. With a new year, we have hope. Hope that this year will 
be better than the last. As a church, we have maneuvered through 
the pandemic as well as I think we could have. I am proud of this 
church and I am grateful to serve here as your Pastor. 

We start this new year in great overall health. We are as solid 
financially as we have been in decades. I believe we are spiritually 
strong as well. Why do I believe we are spiritually strong? Two things 
happened recently in worship that I am quite proud of and I believe 
show how the changes in worship are paying off. This might not seem 
like a big deal to you, but for me to hear it, has been wonderful and 
part of why I believe we have a strong spiritual foundation. 

First, several times over the last few months at the 10:30 service we 
did not have musical accompaniment for the Gloria Patri. You may 
or may not realize this, but we just added this to the service weekly in 
the Fall of 2020. It didn’t matter that we didn’t have piano or organ 
accompaniment, because the a capella version we sang was 
outstanding! Again, this may not seem like much, but to be up front 
and to hear your voices sing out praising our Triune God is a thing of 
beauty.  

The other item that I’ve noticed at both services is how well you have 
internalized the liturgy during communion. The vocal responses you 
offer are stronger than ever. Which tells me that more people than 
ever have internalized the words of the Great Thanksgiving. Those 
words of praise as we prepare to receive communion have become 
a part of you and a part of what we do at church every single week. 
Again, from the front, it is a thing of beauty to hear you strongly 
repeat those words each week.  

Those items are now habits for us. We have taken on new habits that 
are now second nature to us all. The new year offers you an 
opportunity to take on new habits and new ways of doing things. I 
want to invite you to pray as we begin this new year. Pray about 
where you might get involved in church where you have not 
previously been involved. There are several areas to serve in and 
around our church that we will be highlighting as we begin the new 
year. Pray that God might reveal where you would fit. 

I pray that this year will be the best yet for our church as we serve 
and worship God together! 

 
Peace, 

 

 
 
Rev. Dr. William E. Leasure 

Message from our Pastor—Greetings Greene St.! 



 

3 

Dear Greene Street Family, 

Thank you for helping to mend our broken hearts. 

Pastor Will’s service for Ed, prayers, kind words, gifts and a 
very good luncheon were appreciated more than words 
can say. 

-The Elliott Family 

Thank You’s 
Answered Prayers 

from the Food Pantry 
 

One day we ran out of plastic 
bags. I stopped by the church to 
ask Jennifer to put out a call for 
bags. When I walked into the 
church, there were three “bags of 
bags”. I went to the grocery and 
there was another “bag  of bags”. 
God provided for us before I even 
asked. 

One lady has been coming to the 
pantry and I have been praying 
with her. Her husband has some 
health issues and at the times she 
feels overwhelmed. She told me 
she didn’t know what she would 
do if we weren’t there for her. We 
have been an answer to prayer 
for her. 

We had a couple who came and 
when I asked how we could pray 
for them, they asked how they 
could pray for us. We pray for 
people and we welcome prayers 
as well. 

One man who has had a couple 
surgeries came and when I asked 
how I could pray for him, he said 
he was just thankful that he was 
doing well. He felt that God is 
taking care of him. 

One lady who comes is having 
cancer surgery this month. Her 
husband is not well and she was 
overwhelmed with worry about 
her situation. I prayed with her and 
reminded her that God is always  
with us and He is in control. 

A BIG thank you to those who 
have donated coats. We have 
given many away. I’m sure they 
feel that God has answered their 
prayers. They will be kept warm 
because of your generosity. 

During these winter months, 
please continue to pray that all 
the needs of our food pantry 
friends are met. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

Thank you to Dick Lumpkins’s body shop for the donation of food. 

Outbound Ministry Update... 
Our Nursing Facility residents are such a blessing! They are a 
reminder of what we should be thankful for every day that we 
take for granted. One person had been battling with prayer. She 
had been concerned that because she can't remember people's 
names and details, that her prayers aren't heard. She does suffer 
dementia. So each time I see her, I remind her that God knows her 
prayers even if they are unspoken. Another was concerned about 
the salvation of an infant. His mind was eased when I told him 
God cares for the young and mentally challenged. 

I have had such a wonderful challenging response. I absolutely 
love it when people are that involved and ask questions or have 
comments. 

Prayers are needed as I seek more Facilities in need of Bible 
Studies and Worship services. 

Bringing to a close is the tornados that recently hit. Continued 
prayers are needed for those affected, and those involved on the 
front lines.  

Please remember myself and other area ERT's that will be called 
out to those areas to help pick up the pieces.  

Thank you for your continued prayers in our ministry. 

Blessings to you and yours, 

Becky Kelly CLM 
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Children’s Ministry 

On December 19th during the 10:30 worship, the children pre-
sented a fun Christmas program including a mini-pageant 
which told the Christmas story from Luke, singing Christmas car-
ols, and playing the bells! They then enjoyed writing and illus-
trating Christmas cards for some of our friends in care centers, 
before collecting cupcakes, ice cream, pizza gift cards and 
gifts for a take-out Birthday Party for Jesus! 

We received much needed assistance from some very willing 
teenagers who prompted, handled bells, took photos, and 
sang along! The children and youth worked together beautifully 
and all displayed much love and joy in their hearts.  

Children: 
Luke Jensvold 
Layland Zerkle 
Alyssa Devenport 
Wyatt Meckstroth 
Lettie Jo Meckstroth 
Izzy Lawson 
Gabe Lawson 
Darion Lawson  

Youth: 
Zoe Leasure 
Addie Leasure 
Richard Price 
Jacob Jensvold 
Payton Meckstroth 
Haylee Meckstroth 



 

5 

Upcoming Church Events 

**VBS 2022 Meeting will 
be Jan. 11, 7 p.m. in the 

Gathering Room— 

All Interested Are 
Welcome!! 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

5 Shirley Gover 
8 Tom Ringer 
10    Easton Henry 
 Jane Salisbury 
11   Reynna Lavey 
14   Lauryn Thomas 
19   Ann Elliott 
20 Helen Enos 
       Cornelia Tinkler 
22    Gavin Larger 
23    Evie Henry 
         Darion Lawson  
24   Ed Ellis 
26 Betty Clark 
         Ryan Lacy 
       Krystal Lawson 
         Karen Schneider 
30   Tere Hogston 
       Scott Helman 
      Gail Staley 

1    Gloria & Michael Tapp 
7    Jeff & Sue Erbes 
26 Ronnie & Erika Cooper 

1 Patrick Middleton 
2   Amelia Bush 
3 Melanie Elsass-Smith 
4   Carson Meckstroth 
    Eryn Thomas 
6   Trent Cooper 
7   Rick Fry 
    Megan Pearson    
    Dan Penrod 
    Jennifer Wright  
10 Arie Larger 
 Conner Larger 
13  Julie Adams 
14  Garrett Brewer 
15 Rachel Hopkins 
 Tia Lawson 
16  Hubert Bateman 
    Mike DeBrosse 
    Cody Oakes 
19 Curt Everett 
20  Chris Ellerman 
21 Peg Luby 
25  Jim Gover 
       Esther Mindt  
27 Wyatt Meckstroth  
 Eric Sweetman 
28  Richard Price 

No anniversaries 
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The Prayer PageThe Prayer Page  

 

Greene Street Church Family –  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –  

 

Military –  

Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Ashtyn Wilson, Taylor 
Huebner, Ashley Spain (Frazier), Piqua #1487 Transport 
Unit (Hopkins), Cadet Allison Osborn (Pedroff),  Brian 
Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Dalton Ketrow 
(Stilwell), Alex Rossman (Sweetman), Tom Place (Tapp), 
Dasch Underwood  

Care Facilities –  

Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, Mary 
Grimes, Betty Gary, Jean Francony; Brookdale: Judy 
Meckstroth; Story Point: Rose Staley, Pat Walker, Carol 
Hepler; Piqua Manor: Debbie Blue;  

The people on our prayer list always matter to us and to 
the Lord. For the new year our list will be starting fresh.  If 
you would like us to pray for you or a loved one, please 
communicate to the church office with the connection 
card on Sunday or via email 
(jennifer@greenestreetumc.org).  
We believe in the power of prayer, so please keep us 
updated! 

 

UPDATE From Liberia: Coming to the States: 

Unexpectedly I, Kim Smith, have decided to make a visit. It 
was recently discovered that my father has terminal 
cancer. His 90th birthday is on December 29. His family and 
friends want to have a big celebration. It will also be my last 
time with my father. I arrive on December 20th and return 
on February 15th.  I will spend time in Ohio, Michigan, 
Kentucky, Illinois and California. I will visit with family, friends 
and those united with us in reaching the lost. Contact me if 
you would like to meet. 

We pray God’s comfort to be 
with:  

 Kris Stewart and family upon the 
passing of Cecil Stewart, who passed 
away on November 1, 2021. 

 Judy Nicholl who passed away, 
November 1, 2021.  The Nicholl family 
had the funeral for their daughter 
Megan this morning and now have to 
say "Good Bye" to wife, mom, sister, 
and friend. 

 Terry and Rick Fry and family on the 
passing of her brother, Tim Wagner 
on Tuesday, November 2, 2021. 

 Rob and Jamie Salisbury due to the 
death of Jamie's mother, Lori 
Bartram, on Thursday, November 11. 

 From Judy MacKellar: My brother in 
law Dave Hyder passed away 
Thursday, November 11 

 From Kelly Meckstroth: Please pray for 
Tiffany Shepherd & boys (Reggie / 
Porter) in unexpected death of her 
husband Ken.  

 Dan Califf and family upon the death 
of his wife Kathy on Sunday, 
November 21, 2021.  

 From Marj Stilwell: Prayers to be with 
the family and friends of Betty Jess 
Patty who passed 11-19-21 at age 
100. 

 Friends and family of Bill Weyant, who 
passed away on Sunday, November 
28. 

 The Hepner family on the death of 
Dave Hepner on November 28, 2021. 

 From Barb Hudson: Please pray for 
the family of our dear friend Martha 
Schumacher DeLaurentiis, who 
passed away after a brave battle 
with cancer.  

 From Daycare: Prayers for the Love 

Family (Kathy Love is the assistant 

director of the daycare). Martha 

Love, Kathy’s mother-in-law passed 

away on Wednesday, December 8, 

2021. 

 Prayers for Melissa Lawrence, day 

care worker, and her family. Her 

brother Robby died at home.  

 Tiffany, Porter, and Reggie Shephard 

- continue to mourn/grieve loss of 

husband & Father. Pray they find 

peace. 



 

8 

The CHIMES 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Piqua, Ohio   
Permit No. 268 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Greene Street  

United Methodist Church 

415 W. Greene Street  

Piqua, Ohio  45356-2198 

Th
e

 C
H

IM
E
S
 

Making a joyful noise! 

January / February 2022      

Volume 68, Issue 1 


