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Rev. Will Leasure 

Hey Greene Street!  Let’s send some love to our college 
students! Send in your college students’ addresses by February 
4th to jennifer@greenestreetumc.org.  

TEEM is making Care Packages for college students to be sent 
out with our love for Valentine’s Day! 

TEEM will be assembling these Care Packages for college 
students at 5 p.m. on Sunday, February 7.  

Donations can be left in the Narthex in the box marked College 
Bound!  We plan on sending out 24 packages this year!  
Anything you wish to share will be appreciated. 

You can help by bringing in the following items by February 9th: 

 College Care Package! 

 Candy/gum 
 Heat and serve soups 
 Pens/pencils 
 Microwave popcorn 
 Post-it note pads 
 Cookies 

 Chips 
 Notebook paper 
 Notes of encouragement 
 Anything you think college 

students might enjoy! 
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Greetings Greene St., 

2021 is here! Many of us are hopeful that as we turn the page on 2020, 
2021 will be a better year. So much of what we know as normal life 
changed in 2020 due to Covid-19. How we gather, worship, watch live 
events, and eat at restaurants was altered by the impact of the novel 
virus.   

Yet the promise of the season we have just walked through, that God is 
with us, remains vital and true. Our church is a testament to resiliency. At 
the beginning of the pandemic, we quickly shifted our worship online, 
suspended in person gatherings and waited until we felt it was safe to 
resume those activities. Because our church has been resilient and willing 
to adjust in real time, we find ourselves in a great situation heading into 
the new year. For that, as your Pastor, I am grateful. 

While we are still maneuvering through the reality of the virus being 
present and spreading, we can still continue to look and move forward. 
I’ve been thinking through what things a member of our church should 
be doing in order to be connected and growing. I’ve landed on at least 
three things, none of which are new or fresh in the life of this church or 
any church. I simply offer these to you for consideration as we move into 
a new year. 

The three movements are this, that every person in our church would: 
attend, belong and serve.  

Attend - Be sure not to get out of the habit of attending worship weekly. 
It is very easy to simply get out of the habit of showing up to worship. We 
have made great strides to ensure that folks can safely view and virtually 
attend worship. Additionally, if you miss due to work, illness or not yet 
feeling confident to go out yet, the Sunday morning worship service can 
be accessed at any time. 

Belong - While attending worship (virtually or in person) is a great first step, 
it is just that, a first step.  The next step is to ensure you belong. In order to 
make it as a disciple of Jesus, you need to have other people in your life 
who can pray for you, support you and be with you in times of good and 
bad. The top option I would give to you would be to consider joining one 
of our small group class meetings. These groups meet weekly for 75 
minutes to consider how each person sees God at work in their lives. 
These groups have been incredible. If you are not a part of one, please 
prayerfully consider joining one. 

Serve - Followers of Jesus are called to serve. There are any number of 
ways that this can happen. Our signature service ministry is our food 
pantry. We could use help in any number of areas: pickup of donations, 
serving when the pantry is open on Monday or Wednesday, or packing 
boxes in between times we are open. Please let me know if you’d like to 
get involved and I’d be glad to help connect you. 

Attend, Belong, Serve. 

Some of you might be thinking, “I’m doing all of those!” If that is the case, 
then keep going. Perhaps your voice can be one of encouragement for 
someone who is not attending, belonging or serving. Let’s make 2021 the 
best year of ministry Greene St. has ever had. 

I look forward to seeing you soon! 

Peace, 

 
Will Leasure 

Message from our Pastor—Greetings Greene St.! 
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Dear Friends in Mission, 

Thank you! The dear people you just helped with your gift to 
UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet you, but if they 
did, I am certain their response would be—Thank you! 

Grace and Peace, 

Roland Fernandes, General Secretary 

UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery 

Thank You’s 

School Thanks! 

Special People make Special Schools! Thank you so much for the 
donation of candy to our school. We definitely will find good use for 
it. Thanks for your support of Washington School. 

-Washington Staff 

 

-Springcreek Staff 

Answered Prayers 
from the Food 

Pantry 
 

Wow! We have a great supply 
of food. That is certainly an 
answer to prayer. One day we 
served about 70 people. 

Two of our friends stopped by 
to see us. They didn’t need 
food. One of them let us know 
her father had passed away. 
They brought two boxes of 
adult diapers to be given out 
where needed. They 
indicated they would be 
bringing a box of food to help 
others. 

In December we are giving 
out Christmas gift bags to 
children of the families who 
come to see us. 

Several of our friends have 
offered to volunteer in the 
pantry. It’s a good way for 
them to feel they are paying 
back for what they have 
received. 

One man came and when I 
asked him how I could pray 
for him, he said he was just 
thankful that people had 
been so kind to him. 

We are thankful for the 
opportunity to serve God by 
serving others. Please keep 
our food pantry friends in your 
prayers. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

 

(Christmas Card from a Friend) 

“Merry Christmas.  Thank you 
for helping me with food this 
year. 

May God bless all of you. 

Christian Love, 

Mary E. Newlin 

John W. Coppock 

Ladies of Greene Street Church, 

You have once again out done yourselves! The afghans & 
shawls are lovely and so colorful. 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

Beth Shrake—Hopsice of Miami County 

Thank you for being there for us! Many thanks to everyone!  

DeBorah Reed (Lisa’s Seas Sister) 
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With advent candles and ornaments . . .  

Christmas was different this year, but the children still 

celebrated Jesus’ Birthday . . .  

Mailing cards to friends in 

care centers . . . 

Creating Nativity banners . . . 
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Reading the Christmas story . . .  

And singing Happy Birthday to Jesus! 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

8 Tom Ringer 
10   Jane Salisbury 
11   Reynna Lavey 
12  Lee Pettit  
14   Lauryn Thomas 
19   Ann Elliott 
20 Helen Enos 
       Cornelia Tinkler 
22 Gavin Larger 
24   Ed Ellis 
26 Betty Clark 
       Krystal Lawson 
29   Jane Hiser 
30   Kris Brown 
      Tere Hogston 
       Holly Trombley 
 Scott Helman 
      Gail Staley 

1    Gloria & Michael Tapp 
7    Jeff & Sue Erbes 
26 Ronnie & Erika Cooper 

1 Patrick Middleton 
2   Amelia Bush 
3 Melanie Elsass-Smith 
    Tom Wagner      
4   Carson Meckstroth 
    Eryn Thomas 
    Melissa Wagner 
6   Trent Cooper 
7   Rick Fry 
    Megan Pearson    
    Dan Penrod 
    Jennifer Wright  
10 Arie Larger 
 Conner Larger 
13  Julie Adams 
    Greg Wagner 
14  Garrett Brewer 
15 Rachel Hopkins 
 Tia Lawson 
16  Hubert Bateman 
    Mike DeBrosse 
    Cody Oakes 
19 Curt Everett 
20  Chris Ellerman 
21 Peg Luby 
27 Wyatt Meckstroth  
 Eric Sweetman 
 Ashtyn Wilson 
28  Missy Hunt 

No anniversaries 
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We pray God’s comfort 
to be with:  

 Terry and Rick Fry and 
family upon the death of 
her mother, Dorothy 
Wagner on Monday, 
November 2, 2020. 

 the Tisher family in the 
Passing of Marlene Tisher 
on Saturday, November 
14, 2020. 

 Jeff and JoJo Marrs and 
family upon the death of 
his father, Lewis Marrs on 
Saturday, November 28, 
2020. 

 April and Dave Vosler and 
family upon the death of 
her mother, Colleen Fry on 
Saturday, November 28, 
2020. Private services for 
the family. 

 Friends and family of 
Rolland Fierce who passed 
on Thanksgiving Day. 
Rolland was a former 
pastor of Greene Street 
UMC 1973-1977. 

We pray God’s 
blessings upon:  

 Rob and Jamie Salisbury 
with the birth of Robert 
Gryffin Salisbury on 
November 13, 2020.  He is 
the grandson of Jane 
Salisbury.  

 

 

Prayer and Care 

If you are someone you know 
is Homebound and would like 
Home Communion, a 
Congregational Care Team 
(or person) would love to 
share this with you.  Please let 
the church office know by 
calling 937-773-5313 (ext.10) 
or email to Jennifer.  

jennifer@greenestreetumc.org 

The Prayer PageThe Prayer Page  

 

Greene Street Church Family –  

Friends and Family of Greene Street Church –  

 

Military –  

Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, 
Ronnie Cooper, Ashtyn 
Wilson, Taylor Huebner 
(Frazier), Piqua #1487 
Transport Unit (Hopkins), 
Cadet Allison Osborn 

(Pedroff),  Brian Pummill, 
Joseph Sherman 
(Shellenberg), Dalton 
Ketrow (Stilwell), Alex 
Rossman (Sweetman), 
Dasch Underwood  

Care Facilities –  

Garbry Ridge: Nancy 
Callison, Hannah Kingrey, 
Mary Grimes, Betty Gary, 
Peg Hance; Story Point: Al 
Erbes, Rose Staley, Pat 
Walker, Carol Hepler; Piqua 

Manor: Jean Francony, 
Debbie Blue; Lewis Center: 
Jo Asher; Troy Center: 
Miriam Robinson  

The people on our prayer list always matter to us and to 
the Lord. For the new year our list will be starting fresh.  If 
you would like us to pray for you or a loved one, please 
communicate to the church office with the connection 
card on Sunday or via email 
(jennifer@greenestreetumc.org).  
We believe in the power of prayer, so please keep us 
updated! 
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We now have a team spying out the land in Sierra Leone.  They 
have been there about a month.  They are working with the 
Temne-Banta tribe.  The Joshua Project (Joshuaproject.net) 
reports that this tribe has 0.00% evangelical Christians.  They are 
considered a resistant unreached Muslim tribe.  We sent our 
team into the unknown, not knowing how they would be 
received, not knowing the level of risk and persecution they 
would encounter.  They arrived and started going from village 
to village openly sharing the gospel.  The reaction of the people 
has been astounding!!!  None of the people have been rude or 
resisted.  All have been curious and interested in hearing the 
gospel and our team is always invited back.  Our team 
announced a regional teaching of the Bible and the gospel in an area central to 5 villages.  315 
showed up to listen.  It was an all-day event and included a meal.  The pictures below are of that 
meeting.  So far it appears that this is not a resistant tribe.  It seems that it is His Church that is resistant 
and disobedient to the command of Christ to take His gospel to the world! “The Lord has 
commanded us, saying, I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 
the ends of the earth.” Acts 13:47.  Several have come to Christ and are now being discipled.  

Update from WordSower Africa! 


