
Worship with Greene Street UMC 
April 5, 2020, 11 a.m. 

 
Opening words: 
The way has been prepared. For the 
crowds it is the way of celebration. 
For Jesus it is the way of completion 
Amid shouts and waving palm 
branches, he comes into the Holy 
City. Open your hearts this day to 
receive the Savior. We open wide our 
hearts and spirits to receive Jesus the 
Christ. AMEN. 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29: 
 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his steadfast love endures forever! Let 
Israel say,“His steadfast love endures 
forever.” 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
that I may enter through them and give 
thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; 
 the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me 
and have become my salvation. The 
stone that the builders rejected has 
become the chief cornerstone. This is the 
Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, 
we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we 
beseech you, give us success! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord. We bless you from the 
house of the Lord. The Lord is God, and 
he has given us light. Bind the festal 
procession with branches, up to the 
horns of the altar. 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to 
you; you are my God, I will extol you. 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Confession: 
Patient God, we confess that we love 
a parade. We are very happy to see 
banners waving and hear people 
shouting their praises. Our hearts 
thrill to the spectacle. But we fail to 
see the sadness on the face of the 
Savior; our shouts block out his 
sorrow. He comes to us as King, and 
we expect that royal treatment will 
follow. We do not and cannot believe 
that in a few days we will be among 
those who will turn our backs and run 
from his presence. How fickle we are, 
O Lord. Yet you continually forgive us 
and call us to turn our lives around--to 
see the needs of others, to reach out 
in trust and faith, to be willing to 
witness to your good news of saving 
love. Heal our hearts and give us 
courage for the days ahead; for we 
ask this in Jesus’ Name, AMEN. 
Words of Assurance: 
Though you have fallen short, God 
reaches out to you in loving 
forgiveness. God is with you, 
celebrating this day and walking all 
the way to the cross with you. For the 
time of salvation is near. AMEN. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 21:1-11 

As Jesus and the disciples approached 
Jerusalem, they came to the town of 
Bethphage on the Mount of Olives. Jesus 
sent two of them on ahead. “Go into the 
village over there,” he said. “As soon as 
you enter it, you will see a donkey tied 
there, with its colt beside it. Untie them 
and bring them to me. If anyone asks 
what you are doing, just say, ‘The Lord 
needs them,’ and he will immediately let 
you take them.” 

This took place to fulfill the prophecy that 
said,“Tell the people of Jerusalem, ‘Look, 
your King is coming to you. He is 
humble, riding on a donkey—riding on a 
donkey’s colt.’” 

 

The two disciples did as Jesus 
commanded. They brought the donkey 
and the colt to him and threw their 
garments over the colt, and he sat on it. 

Most of the crowd spread their garments 
on the road ahead of him, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. Jesus was in the center of 
the procession, and the people all around 
him were shouting, “Praise God for the 
Son of David! Blessings on the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Praise 
God in highest heaven!” 

The entire city of Jerusalem was in an 
uproar as he entered. “Who is this?” they 
asked. 

And the crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the 
prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Daily Readings and Prayer 
Daily Readings 
Mon: Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 36:5-11, 
Hebrews 9:11-15, John 12:1-11 
Tues: Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 71:1-14, 1 
Corinthians 1:18-31, John 12:20-36 
Wed: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 70, Hebrews 
12:1-3, John 13:21-32 
Thur: Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14, 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 
11:23-26, John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Fri: Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Psalm 22, 
Hebrews 10:16-25,John 18:1-19:42 
Sat: Job 14:1-14, Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16, 1 
Peter 4:1-8, Matthew 27:57-66 
 
 

Wesley Covenant Prayer 
I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with 
whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside 
for thee, 
exalted for thee or brought low by thee. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on 
earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 
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