
Dear Greene St. church, 

On June 1, 2020 the Administrative Council met to discern a path forward for 
reopening the church.  We have approved a six-week phased plan detailed 
below. 

Beginning June 22, small groups (class meetings, bible studies, Sunday School 
classes and outside groups), can meet as they feel comfortable.  

On July 5th and 12th, we will move worship to the sanctuary to live stream on 
Sunday morning. We will operate these two weeks with a skeleton crew of 
people so we can ensure new equipment is functioning well (this will include at 
least; pastor, camera, sound and video operators). No in person attendees 
during these two weeks. 

Beginning July 19th, both worship services, 9am and 10:30am will return to its live 
format. 

In order to ensure safety for all, we will do the following as we reopen: 

All doors prior to the service, weather permitting, will be propped open 
so as to minimize contact with surfaces. 

Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the building and we 
encourage everyone to sanitize prior to entering the building and on 
their way out. 

Masks will be encouraged, but not required and the church will NOT be 
providing masks. 

We will not be serving food or drinks until further notice. You are welcome 
to bring your own water or coffee if you choose to do so. 

The administrative council reserves the right to modify or change the timeline 
based on the activity of the covid-19 virus in our area.  As we reopen, we feel 
confident the steps we are taking will provide a safe environment as we return 
to church.  Anyone who does not feel confident should stay home.  One of the 
reasons we are using a two-week trial period with new equipment in early July, 
is so we can be sure those who wish to worship from home will have access to 
a live stream.  Anyone will be able to engage with worship from home live or 
they can watch it later.  We are hopeful the live stream will be available on 
both our church Facebook page and website.  We have learned a lot during 
this time regarding online engagement and we will continue to provide a 
livestream for the foreseeable future. We will send consistent reminders 
regarding distancing, hygiene and encouraging anyone not feeling well to 
stay home.  Our worship services are likely to look different when we return to 
the sanctuary.  We will eliminate elements of the service that put people in 
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close contact with one another.  We will continue to send out worship 
information on Fridays. You are welcome to print worship information before 
you arrive or access it on your mobile device during the service.  We will 
continue to display all pertinent worship information on our screens during the 
service as we always have. 

Please be patient as we reopen.  None of us have had to walk through this 
before and I pray we won’t again any time soon.  I am positive that simply 
being present in our church, with others, worshiping God, will be a very real 
comfort after this season of uncertainty. I look forward to seeing you all soon! 

 
 
Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene Street UMC 


