
"Making disciples of Jesus who transform the world." 

July 2016 

 

A family day is planned as a preview/warm-up for our 

Vacation Bible School!  This year our VBS theme is 

Cave Quest.  On Saturday, July 9th, we will have a 

real live cave tour as we visit Ohio Caverns!  The 

church buses will leave Greene St. at 9:45 for the one 

hour drive to West Liberty. (Or you may provide your 

own transportation) The first 25 people to arrive will 

begin the "Natural Wonders Tour" at 11:00, followed by 

a second group at 11:15. The cave tour lasts one 

hour.  The picnic shelter has also been reserved and 

families are encouraged to pack a lunch and enjoy the 

large playground. We will return to Piqua around 3:00. 

The Children's Ministry Team will purchase tickets for 

all children 18 and under. Adult tickets are $15 

(group rate) and can be paid for that day or purchased 

ahead of time. Please call the church office to 

reserve your family's spot by July 3rd. 
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Family 

Calendar 

Bob Evans Day 

 

Vacation Bible 

School 

July 11-15 

6:30—8:30 p.m. 

Mark your calendars 

now!   

 

Ways to Help? 

Decorating Work Days—July 5 & 6, 6:30 p.m. & 

 July 10, 7 p.m.  

Tear Down Day—July 15, 8:30 p.m. 

 The more that help the more that gets done.   

Thank you!  More places to help . . . Contact Jenny 

Sweetman (773-5313) 

(jennifer@greenestreetumc.org) 

 

Register On-line www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/

greenestumc  or by scanning this QR Code.  

(First 70 families to pre-register receive a 

VBS Music Digital Download or CD) 

July 9 

VBS Warm-up 



Details 

I recently wrote a dear colleague as he began a new appointment in ministry a 

message I do not remember often enough. The message was simply this: "You are the 

beloved. Everything else is just details!" I can be bogged down by details. Lost 

in a sea of information, I can easily lose sight of the bigger picture. Wading my 

way through facts and figures, my priorities can shift so subtly that I hardly 

begin recognizing it until I've forgotten something, or worse, forgotten someone 

along the way. My prayer is that we would find the simple beauty of God's 

unconditional love being poured into our hearts anew and afresh, especially as we 

rise and face a world filled with more complexity than ever. You are the beloved! 

Everything else is just details. 

With this being said, I write to keep you informed of some critical information 

regarding the life and vitality of Greene Street UMC. Forgive me if this bogs you 

down. Take the grain of whatever information you need and let the wind blow away 

the chaff. Don't get lost in the details, but remember to keep your eyes fixed on 

Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2), and that you are God's 

beloved child! 

On July 7, Greene Street will gather for a historic moment as we discern our way 

forward into God's preferred future. At 6:30 pm, we are invited to share in a time 

of prayer and discussion concerning our participation in a capital campaign to 

restore, maintain, beautify and renovate various aspects of our facility. Rev. 

Wendy Lybarger, Assistant to the District Superintendent, will be convening a 

church conference and presiding over our voting process. Your presence and 

participation will be needed as we follow Christ into this grand adventure! 

Don Brown was gracious enough to offer a detailed explanation of regarding the 

Building Improvement Project (BIP) Team's work during our June 26 worship 

gatherings. His presentation can be viewed on our website by linking to the 

following address: http://greenestreetumc.org/whats-happening/sermons. The written 

Case Statement found in this edition of the Chimes also details the scope of the 

work we anticipate undertaking, provided the will of the body votes to approve 

moving forward. 

Finally, I've fielded questions about the names of our worship gatherings (I love 

it when people have great questions). Our 9 am worship gathering is called 

"Liturgical," which literally means, "work of the people." Liturgical worship is 

marked by prayers that are shared, historic hymns of the church, and responsive 

readings. Worship is as vibrant and engaging as the people make it, since all are 

responsible for owning each prayer, song, Scripture and Sacrament for themselves. 

As the worship experience unfolds, the redemptive story of Jesus is shared week 

after week. 

Our 10:30 am worship gathering is called "Unveiled." This does not make the 9 am 

worship "veiled," only different. "Unveiled" comes from the events in Matthew 

27:51 when the veil of the temple curtain tore in two when Jesus gave his life as 

an atoning sacrifice for us. The curtain, which once marked a division between God 

and his people, was no longer necessary as Jesus opened the way for all to enjoy 

the beauty of God's presence. Our Unveiled worship gathering is designed to usher 

all people into the intimate, authentic, magnificent presence of God through the 

redemptive work of Jesus. 

Keep your questions coming, and don't ever forget what matters most...you are the 

beloved of God! Everything else is...well, you know. 

Blessed and Beloved, 

 

 

Rev. Kenneth A. Stewart 

http://greenestreetumc.org/whats-happening/sermons


Ministries for Children 

On Father's Day, Sunday, June 19th, 

all gentlemen who attended worship 

were given a candy bar treat with a 

special note: You’re worth more than 

$100 Grand! 

Every Sunday, children are excused 

before the sermon for Kidz Worship, 

and may attend one of two classes:  

children age five through Second Grade 

meet in the ABC room off the corner of 

the Narthex, and students in 3
rd

 

through 6
th

 grade meet upstairs off the 

balcony in room 24.  During July we 

will be studying the Fruit of the 

Spirit. 

Our Memory Verse for this month is: 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control.” (Galatians 5:22-23)  Any 

child who memorizes the verse and 

recites it for Ms. Barb on Sunday 

mornings will earn a small prize! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  we are planning 

a Family Day at the Farm to take 

place Sunday, September 18th at the 

Stewart Family Farm near Arcanum.  

From the Director’s 

Desk: 

Psalm 20:4  

May he give you the desire 

of your heart 

and make all your plans 

succeed. 

 

Your kindness is allowing 70 children 

the opportunity to go on trips they 

would not be able to attend.  The 

bucket offering will provide 2 trips 

per week for those children for the 

next 7 weeks.  They will be traveling 

to places like the Columbus Zoo and 

COSI.  Our plans for the summer have 

become more successful because of 

you.  Watch for pictures of smiling 

faces in the weeks to come.   

Join us in worship Sunday, July 31 to hear firsthand 

testimonies from our students and TEEM leaders 

regarding their mission trip to Copperhill, TN! 

Students will share their stories and pictures, 

providing meaningful reflection from their 

experiences. Thank you for your help in sending our 

team to Appalachia to share God’s love! 

KidzWorship 5ys-2nd 3rd-6th 

July 3 Barb Hudson Tom Hudson 

July 10 Tanya Stewart Jennifer Everett 

July 17 Amberly Tauber Theresa McMillian 

July 24 Barb Hudson Joe Thompson 

http://dailyverses.net/psalms/20/4


 Ministry Opportunities 

West Ohio Annual Conference:  47
th

 Session 

 

Sunday, June 5, the Annual Conference pre-session meetings began mid-

afternoon in Hoover Auditorium at Lakeside.  Laity met early to elect new 

conference lay leaders and to hear the Rev. Dr. Gregory Jones, our “guest 

teacher.”  He shared his thoughts on the need to include those with 

disabilities more into the mainstream of our church, capitalizing on their 

knowledge and skills.  Inclusiveness was a theme of the conference and was 

woven throughout several worship services and business meetings, and Dr. 

Jones continued sharing his ideas on Monday morning.  The Bishop gave his 

Episcopal Address on Monday evening and further supported that theme as he 

talked about the General Conference and the “elephant in the room” that we 

will deal with for another four years while the Bishops study the question of 

Discipline rules concerning same-sex relationships and the United Methodist 

clergy. 

Another theme of the conference addressed new church starts—our need to get 

out into the world-- about our making new disciples of Jesus Christ through 

meeting the needs of those not likely to enter our already established 

congregations.  Those include people in poverty, those suffering from 

addiction and abuse, those representing minorities and all those 

uncomfortable dealing with the “establishment.”  Bishop Peggy Johnson from 

the Philadelphia area addressed the need for healing and the many ways we can 

begin and promote that process so that all feel welcome in our midst.  It 

seems all the general worship services promoted our need to reach out to 

those outside our doors in a more welcoming, non-judgmental way. 

Our business sessions were less intense than in some years, perhaps because 

of the recent General Conference in Portland.  While we discussed and voted 

upon resolutions for a 2017 calendar, equitable compensation, clergy pension 

and benefits, the sale of Camp Asbury, our Missional Church Consultation 

Initiative and a conference budget, our most discussed issue was Changes to 

the Annual Conference Rules and Policies.  Re-working the rules and policies 

was undertaken to bring our work more into line with the Discipline. 

As always, the worship services were meaningful and gave me much to think 

about.  The legislative discussions are always interesting, revealing how 

differently people interpret what is written and how it may impact them.  In 

spite of the differences, however, both lay and clergy delegates seem 

committed to promoting and maintaining a vibrant and unified United Methodist 

Church.  Specific materials from Annual Conference are in the office if 

anyone would like to review them.  Also, I am available to answer any 

questions.  Just give me a call. 

 

Jane Salisbury 

Lay Leader and Delegate  



Case Statement 

Greene Street Church has a long and storied legacy of making disciples of Jesus who transform 
the world. From the small class meeting that launched the church in 1807 to the many who 
worship and connect with us today, we are people whose lives have been changed by the radical 
love of God supremely demonstrated in the person of Jesus Christ. As a result, our city has felt 
the impact of people who love deeply and serve wholeheartedly. In fact, many have said that 
Greene Street is a place “where the light never goes out.” There are few moments when our 
facility is unoccupied, which aligns with our vision to reach the unreached, welcome them in, and 
share the love of God with all. 

Our current facility was constructed in 1925, and we hope to celebrate its centennial birthday in 
2025. As you can imagine, a facility that is used by nearly 200 infants, children, students, adults, 
and seniors everyday is beginning to show significant wear-and-tear. Since it has been nearly 20 
years since Greene Street’s last capital campaign, we are overdue for some serious upgrades to 
our facility that will make it more welcoming to all, propelling us forward in order to reach more 
people with the good news of Jesus. Generations of those who have come before us have left us 
with a beautiful facility where hundreds, if not thousands, have met and followed Christ together. 
Now, it is incumbent upon us to leave the same legacy of faith for generations to come. 

We believe God has big things in store for us as we walk together in faith. He has placed a 
passionate burden to reach the unreached, sharing his love in radical and meaningful ways. Our 
facility upgrades will play a major role in ensuring our mission and ministry will not only continue, 
but thrive in the coming years, touching countless lives in our city and beyond. Since 2015, a 
Building Improvement Project Team (BIP) has met faithfully to evaluate the current areas of 
greatest need facing our facility. The team has continually asked what our facility communicates 
to the unreached people from the outside looking in, utilizing surveys and other means of 
garnering feedback from the congregation. Essentially, we are asking one question: What does 
our facility say about who we are and what we value? 

The BIP team has prioritized the following areas for maintenance, renovation, and upgrades: 

 Exterior painting, patching, tuck pointing, and water table repair will restore the facility’s 
beauty and ensure its strength and safety. A well-manicured exterior will help communicate 
our passion and care for those who use our facility.  

 Exterior entrance renovation will include new and refinished doorways, railing adjustments, 
and added canopies to better protect people from the elements. Canopied entrances will also 
represent our desire to reach out from the church walls into the community. 

415 W. Greene St. 
Piqua, Ohio  45356 

937.773.5313 

Visit us at: 
www.greenestreetumc.org 

Our Mission: 
“Making disciples of Jesus 
who transform the world.” 



 Our current exterior sign will be replaced, which will dramatically enhance our communication efforts 
with our city. Increased interior signage will help provide a warm welcome to our first-time guests, 
putting their fears about a new environment to rest. 

 New and improved exterior lighting will help provide a warm, safe entry for those entering our facility, 
and provide a visible reminder of God’s presence during nighttime hours. 

 Renovating the narthex will help us curb the noise problem we are experiencing on Sunday mornings. 
By moving the coffee bar to the library space, we will create a warm space for conversation and 
connection and better facilitate the nurturing of relationships. We will also add at least one additional 
restroom on the sanctuary level since “our restroom situation does not accommodate additional 
growth,” as one member stated. The blue glass above the narthex will be replaced with clear, 
translucent panes to allow more natural light to flood our narthex and sanctuary areas. Further, our 
balcony rail will be raised to ensure better protection to meet current building code requirements. All 
of these adjustments will better meet the needs of all who use our facility and maximize our 
effectiveness toward reaching the unreached. 

 Window replacement and plaster repair is needed in multiple places throughout the facility. 
Thankfully, all stained glass will be preserved. However, the single-paned windows in Wilson Hall have 
long outlived their usefulness. Many are cracked and providing inefficient  insulation from the 
elements. Plaster repair will correct the damaged places where our facility looks to be falling apart, and 
placing drywall in Wilson Hall will make the area much more appealing, adaptive, and energy-efficient. 

 New landscape and hardscape designs will increase our facility’s curb appeal. If people see a facility 
that is well cared-for, perhaps they will know we will care for them. 

 The educational wing will get additional water supply with the installation of sinks in Rooms 201 and 
202. This will help keep our daycare and preschool students safer, as they will not need to travel up and 
down stairways to wash hands. Exterior entrances will also be made more secure with re-keying each 
entryway. 

We believe these renovations will propel us further into the vision God has for us to reach the 85% of 
people in our community who are not connected to the local church. We believe these changes will help 
ensure the structural safety and longevity of our building for generations to come. We believe more and 
more people are looking to connect with God and God’s people in a place such as ours in order to 
experience the same kind of life change we have had the privilege of experiencing for ourselves. 

After much discussion and prayerful planning, we are pleased to announce the initiation of a Capital 
Campaign to raise $500,000, which will enable these specific dreams to become a reality. We have 
partnered with Horizons Stewardship Company to help us with this critical task for this crucial time in our 
shared history. We would like to invite you to prayerfully consider what God might be calling you to invest 
toward this particular task. It might be a monetary one-time gift, a three-year pledge, or your time, 
service, or leadership in part of the campaign. Your investment will determine whether our facility will 
more fully align with our hopes and dreams to make more disciples of Jesus who, in turn, transform the 
world to look more like the way it was intended the moment God created it. 

Please pray for Greene Street as we continue to press forward in mission and ministry to the world.  



Thank You’s  

Small Groups and More 

School Back Pack/Clothing Drive 

School has only been out for a few weeks, however I would like to 

plant seeds for our August drive. Last year, through your generosity, 

we received 84 wonderful back packs for Piqua's school children! I 

just gave a butterfly backpack to a very happy second grader two 

weeks before school ended! The bottom of her old one was torn open 

and held together with safety pins!  

We are in need of full size, durable gender neutral backpacks with 

sturdy zippers. Many of our children take home bags of canned goods 

from Munch Bunch and the backpacks have to hold lots of everything!  

Our indispensible school nurses have alerted me to the desperate need 

for clothing. Children have accidents, get sick, or spill milk on 

themselves and others! Extra clothing goes quickly and doesn't get 

returned. I am asking you to open your hearts and donate new or gen-

tly used boys and girls underwear, elastic waist athletic shorts and 

pants. Children’s sizes small through extra large. 

Each year, I am in awe of your generous spirits and I am thankful to 

call Greene Street my church home and family. Thank you in advance 

for helping Piqua's school children. 

Have a blessed summer, I'll see you in church! 

In His Love, 

Susan 

We would like to thank the TEEM group of 

Young people. They helped us in our yard and 

we were very impressed with the quality of 

their work. They were very polite, followed 

directions, and seemed to enjoy what they 

were doing. Their parents can be proud of 

them as well as Greene Street. 

Sincerely  

Dan & Kathy Califf 

 

I would like to thank you all for your 

prayers, telephone calls, cards and thoughts 

during my illness. 

May God Bless you all, 

Rita Ash 

Meet the Staff 

Luncheon 

If you’ve been considering 

membership or desiring a 

deeper connection with the 

church, you are invited to 

share a free lunch with 

the staff after the 10:30 

am worship gathering 

Sunday, July 24 in the 

Wall/Wesleyan Room. We 

look forward to meeting 

you and sharing our roles 

in the overarching mission 

and ministry. Contact the 

church office to RSVP 

prior to Sunday, July 17 

to reserve your spot! 



Because We Are Family 

 

Greene Street Church 

Family -Ben & Jane 

Hiser, Joyce Ellerman, 

Brenda & Paul Rice, Al & 

Lois Erbes, Rita Ash, 

Chuck Woods, Stacy 

Patton, Ann Elliott 

Friends and Family of 

Greene Street- Carol & 

Mike Jess(Stilwell), 

Carol Wick (Harbison),  

Maggie Campbell, Moira 

Datu (Mullikin), Casey 

Evans, Adam Love, Karen 

McMaken (daycare), 

Ernest Crane (Brogden), 

Jim Peltier 

(Montgomery), Brenda 

Newburg (Stewart), 

Michael Davis (Hiser), 

Jodie Montgomery 

(Helman), Jerry Hoard 

(Heckaman), Connie 

Kinsella (Ellerman), 

Jacob Cox & Greg Heath 

(Heath) 

Military - Ron Cooper, 

Jed Cooper, Andy Pearson 

(Carter), Brian Pummill, 

Dasch Underwood, Clark 

Cripe (Elliott), Joseph 

Sherman (Shellenberg), 

Brent Efaw (Frazier), 

Ben Datu (Mullikin), 

Kris Palsgrove (Ash), 

Devon Parshall 

(Parshall), James Riley 

(Gaier) 

Care Facilities - Piqua 

Manor: Dick Callison, 

Jane Flitcraft, Lois 

Erbes, Virginia Gross; 

Garbry Ridge: Barbara 

Minton, Jim Whetstone; 

Spring Meade: Martha 

Fraley; Lincoln Park 

Manor: Margie Trimmer; 

Dorothy Love: Ruth 

Brush, Gladys Mullen 

CONGRATULATIONS EXTENDED 

TO: 

 Kara and Ray Hare 

with the birth of 

their son, Joseph 

Hallan Hare, on 

Friday, June 

3.  Welcomed by 

brothers Hayden, 

Hudson, and Holden.  

  

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED 

TO: 

 St 

Birthdays 

1-Linda Harbison 

 Joe Thompson 

2-Jason Frazier 

 Megan Sweetman 

3-Devon Sever 

  Dylon Sever  

4-Chris Smith 

5-Doug Sweetman 

  Kay Wortman 

6-Avery Marrs 

  Wyatt Marrs 

  Keri Scott 

7-Lauren Collins  

  Marin DuBois 

8-Becky Doak 

  Mike Tinkler 

9-Ryan Teale 

11-Jason Jensvold 

   Beth Reimer 

12-Kasey Jo Marrs 

13-Jacob Jensvold 

14-Chuck Alexander 

   Mary Haldeman 

   Rick Kist 

15-Kendall Grunkemeyer 

   Mary Pummill   

16-JoJo Marrs 

   Lisa Seas 

17-Ray Hare 

   Scott Little 

   Don Smith 

18-Kacey Gambill 

   Kai Palmer 

   Megan Pettit 

19-Gemma Farris 

   RJ Monnier 

20-Janet Smith 

21-Brock Smith 

22-Cohen Brown 

23-Cork Oakes 

     Danny Reed 

24-Ronnie Cooper 

     Pat Smith (Clark Ave.) 

25-Pat Smith (Forest Ave.) 

26-Westin Marrs 

   Carol Palmer 

28-Corbin Meckstroth 

      Steve Mullikin 

29-Isaac Drzewiecki 

      Jocelyn Reimer 

30-Joan Beck 

31-A.J. Marrs 

    Barb Minton 

      Fay Shoemaker 

     Bob Smith 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

5-Greg & Bonnie Trissell 

9-Steve & Melanie Elsass-

Smith 

13-Beth & Phil Reimer 

14-Kim & Linda Calland 

   Jeff & Jeanne Collett 

 Cortney & Danny Henry 

15–Jason & Holly Jensvold 

16-Ben & Jane Hiser   

18-Gary & Linda Harbison     

19-Bill & Linda Carter 

 Scott & Kaley Little 

20-Erin & RJ Monnier 

24-Jeff & Natalee Heath 

27-Harold & Mary Pummill 

28-John & Amberly Tauber 

30-Rick & Terry Fry 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

9 a Girls 

Chrysalis 

Team 

3 

 

 

4 p TEEM 

4 

 

 

Office 

Closed 

5 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

6:30 p VBS 

Set Up 

6 

6:30 p 

Disciple  

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

6:30 p VBS 

Set Up 

7 

 

 

6:30 p 

Church 

Conference 

8 9 

9:45 a 

Family Fun 

Day at Ohio 

Caverns 

10 

4 p TEEM 

off site 

7 p VBS Set 

up 

11 

 

7 p Ad 

Board 

12 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

13 14 15 16 

Boys 

Chrysalis 

Team 

17 

 

 

4 p TEEM 

18 

6 p Child 

Care Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 p SPRC 

Meeting 

19 

 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

20 

3:45 BIP 

6:30 p 

Disciple 

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

21 22 23 

Boys 

Chrysalis 

Team 

24 

 

 

4 p TEEM 

25 26 

 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

27 

1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

28 29 30 

31 

4 p TEEM 

off site 

      

 

Unless otherwise stated . . . 

Cave Quest Vacation Bible School 6:30-8:30 p 

Sunday Schedules 

9 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship 

4 p.m. TEEM  

6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast 

Girl’s Chrysalis #62 

Girl’s Chrysalis #62 

Boy’s Chrysalis #62 

Girl’s Chrysalis #62 
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