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New Member Gathering 

Periodically, we hold new member 
classes for folks who are 
considering or would like to join our 
church.  You are invited to join us 
on September 22 immediately 
following church for lunch.  
Attending the meeting does not 
equal a commitment to actually 
join the church, but simply an 
opportunity to hear about our 
church, how you can get involved 
and to ask questions about what 
church membership means.  
Please let us know via email or 
through the connection card on 
Sunday morning that you plan on 
attending.  I hope to see you 
there! 

 

TEEM, Save the Date! 

Hey all, our youth group (7th-12th 
grade) will be starting soon!  Save 
the date for our fall kickoff on 
September 15th from 5-6:30.  

Calling all Women! 

Would you like to deepen your relationship 
with Christ and connect with other 
women?  Being a part of a women’s Bible 
study is a great way to do both! Join us for a 7-
week Beth Moore Bible study entitled Stepping 
Up: a Journey Through the Psalms of 
Ascent.  In this study we will explore the 
pilgrimage theme found in Psalms 120-134. 
Experience a new level of intimacy with God 
as you reflect, pray and respond to these 
treasured Psalms. 

We will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-
8:30 P.M. starting September 24 and finishing 
on November 5. The Bible study book costs 
$14.00.  There will be a sign-up sheet at the 
welcome center in the narthex.   

If you have questions or want more 
information, contact Linda Price at 
LindaP96@aol.com. 

 

United Methodist Men 

Our first meeting will be September 21st and 
every 3rd Saturday of the month at 8:00.  All 
Men Welcome!! 



Greetings Greene St.! 

We are rolling into the fall, which means for many of us new and updated rhythms of life.  Those of us who 
have kids or grandkids will find that school and fall activities push and pull our schedules.  One thing that 
can be easy to get out of the habit of, is simply going to church. 

There was a song several years ago that had a line, “everybody’s working for the weekend.”  The updated 
line could read, “everybody’s working on the weekend." I read recently that 40% of the population work 
regularly on Sunday.  Another survey on forbes.com said that 70% of the population works at least one 
weekend a month and 74% of people surveyed have said they cannot stop thinking about work on the 
weekend.  Is it any wonder that church attendance in America is waning? If we add up work 
expectations, extra curricular activities and family obligations, it is easy to see how folks get out of the habit 
of going to church. 

I believe the most important thing you can do with your time and your family’s time is to foster your life with 
God.  This would include a number of things; church attendance, being involved in a group for 
accountability (for our church that would be class meetings), fostering generosity and sharpening your 
own personal discipleship habits (for instance bible reading and prayer).  

If you are unable to make it to church on a given week, how might your life be enriched by ensuring some 
of the above habits are a part of the rest of your week?  Even for those of us who do and can make it to 
church every Sunday, we are likely aware that worship alone is not enough to foster a growing, healthy life 
with God. 

In John Wesley’s sermon The Means of Grace, Wesley describes what the means of grace are and what 
they do.  Within the sermon, Wesley names prayer, searching the scriptures and partaking regularly of the 
Lord’s supper as a means of grace.  “By ‘means of grace’ I understand outward signs, words, or actions, 
ordained of God, and appointed for this end, to be the ordinary channels whereby he might convey to 
men, preventing, justifying, or sanctifying grace” (John Wesley, The Means of Grace).  The means of grace 
were God given channels whereby God and humanity connect and consequently are an integral 
component for church and individual spiritual vitality. 

An important distinction to make regarding the means of grace is that it isn’t simply the practices named 
above that are important.  Instead, the practices are vehicles for personal and communal spiritual health 
and growth. “Their power is not in the practices themselves, but rather in the grace that those practices 
mediate through the Holy Spirit” (Wesley).  Perhaps the most important aspect of these disciplines is that 
they are readily available. 

The umc.org website breaks down the means of grade into two categories; works of piety and works of 
mercy.  One way to think of works of piety is to think simply of devotion. The works of mercy are somewhat 
self-explanatory in that they are engaging in behaviors for the common good. Take a look below and see 
how broad the channels are for us to connect with God and neighbor. 

Works of Piety 

Individual Practices – reading, meditating and studying the scriptures, prayer, fasting, regularly attending 
worship, healthy living, and sharing our faith with others 

Communal Practices – regularly share in the sacraments, Christian conferencing (accountability to one 
another), and Bible study 

Works of Mercy 

Individual Practices - doing good works, visiting the sick, visiting those in prison, feeding the hungry, and 
giving generously to the needs of others 

Communal Practices – seeking justice, ending oppression and discrimination (for instance Wesley 
challenged Methodists to end slavery), and addressing the needs of the poor 

Fall brings us the opportunity to realign our schedules.  I realize that we all can’t do everything all of the 
time.  We are going to miss Sundays, we will likely have days where we forget to pray or read the bible or 
we might not make our class meetings one week.  I want to encourage you to keep going anyway. What if 
this Fall, you dedicated your schedule to seeking after what John Wesley called the means of 
grace?  Perhaps you need to find someone to hold you accountable, maybe even joining one of our class 
meetings? 

I hope and pray in your life that you are seeing God at work, experience God’s presence and feeling the 
nudge to share your faith with the world around you.  If you need a suggestion on next steps, take a look 
above at the means of grace. 

 
Peace, 

 
 

Will Leasure, Pastor, Greene St. UMC 

http://forbes.com
http://umc.org


 

 

Ministries for Children 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Our students of all ages, Preschool through Senior High, began 

their school year on Sunday, August 18th when they and their 

backpacks were lifted in prayer and blessed by their Greene 

Street family! They also received a small flashlight proclaiming 

“Jesus is the Light and the Way” and a rainbow pencil and 

crayon for “drawing” nearer to God.  
 

 

Third Grade Bible Sunday 

 

All Third Grade students will be introduced and presented with 

a gift of their very own Bible on Sunday, September 15th. 

(please note date change) Please notify the church office or 

Miss Barb which worship service (9:00 or 10:30) your third grader 

will attend that day.  
 

Save the Date: Trunk or Treat will again be held on 

Thursday, October 31st from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

On Sundays during the 10:30 worship, 

children aged five through Sixth 

Grade are excused before the 

sermon for Sunday School in room 24, 

upstairs off the balcony. During 

September we will read from the 

New Testament and learn about 

living in a community of faith, seeing 

the needs of others, and caring for 

those around us.  Our stories include 

The Body of Christ from 1 Corinthians, 

The Woman at the Well from John 4, 

The Healing of a Blind Man in Mark 

10, and the well-known story of 

Zacchaeus from Luke 19. 
 

September’s Bible memory verse is: 

“The community of believers was one 

in heart and mind.” (Acts 4:32) 



Thank Yous  and More 

Answered Prayers from the Food 
Pantry 

We were blessed to have some young men 
come and help us during this past month: 
Jacob & Luke Jensvold and Austin and Joey 
Kline. They were a great help in carrying 
groceries and running the elevator. 

We had one lady come who was thankful 
that she had found a new house to live in. 

I met another food pantry friend when I was 
walking one day and he told me that his son 
had been able to close on his house. We 
had been praying for him. 

One day we had three pregnant ladies 
come. They asked that we pray they have 
healthy pregnancies. 

We also handed out school supplies to the 
children. 

All of our friends are very appreciative for 
the help we are able to give them. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

From Dalton Ketrow:  I just received your package.  
Tell everyone thank you for making my day! 

 

Dear Greene Street Family, 

Ron & I appreciate the love & support that we are 
receiving at this time &  the unpredictable journey 
of cancer treatment that is yet to come down the 
road. 

Thanks for your love & support, 

Ron & Robyn Cooper & family 

 

Dear Greene Street Church Family, 

We would like to thank everyone for the prayers, 
flowers and cards that we received from you. Ed 
continues to exceed the doctors expectations. He 
is still taking monthly chemotherapy. With the help 
of your prayers and his strong will he is doing well.  

Thanks again with all our love, 

Lynne & Ed Eidemiller 

 

Thank you once again for sharing your creativity in 
the making the lovely colorful prayer shawls! Your 
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated! 

Beth,  Hospice of Miami County 

Update from Kim Smith: 

 Two from the ITEC team trained 6 Liberians to 
extract teeth. Free dental service was provided 
to 83 persons extracting 151 teeth!!! Two of the 
critical dental patients were flown to Monrovia 
for further treatment. 

 One trained 4 Liberians in optical. They screened 
164 persons. Over 80 persons received reading 
glasses and 26 persons received distance 
glasses. The total of 109 free glasses were given 
away to the public. 

 Another taught video production to 8 Liberians 
in teams of 2. We are using the videos to share 
our ministry here with supporters, share our 
trainings to those who do not have access to 
our school and sharing their Salvation 
testimonies.   

They left behind trained Liberians with equipment so 
that the work will continue. It was exciting to watch. 
This team of 4 ordinary American Christians have 
greatly sacrificed their lives, in active faith, for the 
lost and the strengthening of our Lord’s Church. 
They are using their skills for the purposes of our Lord. 
I pray this will encourage us to follow their example. 
We possess, as they do, skills, possessions and 
money that will assist in reaching the unreached 
tribes of West Africa. Do not exclude or overlook 
yourself, follow the command of our Lord to reach 
the world.  

In West Africa, where we are, there are 393 
unreached people groups populated by147 million. 
Our Lord has command us, His Church, to go to 
them, to give them His Gospel that leads to 
salvation. Our Lord’s command is not an impossible 
task, but it can only be accomplished with the 
sacrifice of His people. This generation of His 
Church, united, through sacrifice, led and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, can accomplish His 
command. None, who are His, is exempt from 
participating in the sacrifice. 

For years, many of you have sacrificially donated to 
Wordsower Liberia. Thank you.  We continue to 
receive the donations that has sustained this 
ministry of the past.  Please pray for us for increased 
provisions that we are able to accomplish His 
command to reach the nations of this generation. 



Food and Hunger Team 

The need in our community continues to grow: 
Number of neighbors served January-July, 2019 = 1320 (18% 
increase over 2018) 
Of that number, 429 individuals served are over the age of 
60; 891 individuals served are between 18-59 years of age.  
More than one third of these families are providing for 
children under the age of 18. 
Thank you to everyone who donated extra lunch foods - 
hot dogs, buns, mustard, etc. during the summer to help 
families feed the children who were at home on break. 
 

Volunteer Mary Pummill 

Mary has been a volunteer with our 
food pantry for many years - she does 
not remember exactly how many 
years, but knows she has enjoyed the 
time she has spent helping others.  In years gone by she and Doc would volunteer as 
a team when extra help was needed. Most recently she comes once each month to 
check ID’s and sign people in and to fill in when another volunteer cannot make it. 

Mary looks forward to the time she spends at the pantry each month.  She enjoys 
meeting and helping those neighbors who are coming to the pantry for the first time 
to learn about our program.  She also likes welcoming back those she has met 
before. To see someone come in the door feeling down and to see that same person 
leaving with their head held high and a smile on their face - that makes Mary’s day.   

The best way to describe the feeling is that Mary knows she feels better after she has spent time helping at 
the food pantry.  She believes those who come to the food pantry feel better after they have spent time 
with neighbors and friends, having prayers said for their troubles, triumphs and needs and leaving with 
good food to feed their family.   

 

Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry 

Hunting season is fast approaching, so we wanted to remind 
everyone of the program that FHFH offers.  If you have a deer 
(or cow or sheep, etc.) that you would like to donate, you 
can take it to Sunset Meats in Piqua and FHFH will pay the 
processing costs.  You can even designate that the meat 
come specifically to the Greene Street Food Pantry. You may 
recognize the young Piqua resident who donated his first 
buck.  This article appeared in the FHFH newsletter this month. 

 
Generous Youth Donates His First Buck to Feed the Hungry! 

Nick in Ohio recently shared this inspiring story with us. Last Thanksgiving Nick's 11 year old son Kyler shot his 
first buck. Shortly afterward that day Nick also shot a buck.  Nick said Kyler has such a giving heart that he 
decided to donate his deer to FHFH. Nick felt compelled to donate his deer as well so they took both deer 
to one of our FHFH butcher shops participating with Southwest Ohio FHFH - Sunset Meat Market in Piqua, 
Ohio. When they donated their deer the butcher thanked them and congratulated Kyler on his first buck. 

 
We sent Nick and Kyler several FHFH hats and an FHFH news magazine. Kyler was surprised and said, "I want 
to donate all of my deer to them!" Nick thought he was just excited by the hats, but was humbled to learn 
Kyler had been motivated by the stories in our news magazine. According to Kyler, "We can feed a lot 
more families with our deer!" 

 
THANK YOU SO MUCH Nick and Kyler for donating your bucks to help feed the people in your 
community struggling with hunger. 

 

Food Pantry Meeting 

If you are a Food Pantry Volunteer, or 
would like to become a volunteer, 
please meet with us in the Wall/
Wesleyan room (in the basement) on 
Sunday, September 9th following the 
10:30 a.m. service.  Over lunch we will 
be talking about how we can best 
handle the continued growth we are 
seeing in the number of people being 
served. One possibility we will discuss will 
include a partnership with Westminster.   
Please RSVP to Jennifer Sweetman no 
later than September 5th.  



1 Adam Heath 
      Payton Meckstroth 
2    Amanda Brown 
3  Amanda Ellis 
      Jeanne Ringer 
 Evelyn Stilwell 
4    Makenzie Ellerman 
5 Dick Clark 
  Jim Meckstroth  
6    Phil Thomas 
7    Marilyn Marratta 
      Abigail Silvers 
      Mike Taylor 
8 Steve Collins 
      Brenda Rice 
9    Todd Lavey  
10 Arlys Fogt 
 Seth Heckaman 
 Jackie Pollock 
11 Ed Elliott 
12 Jennifer Everett 
15  Mary Grimes        
16 Ashley Bantz 
 Lou Oakes 
      Phylis Otey       

17 Lauren Miller 
 Logan Peepels     
19  Nicholas Heath 
20 Dustin Brown 
      John Grear 
22  Hal Cain 
      Kim DeWeese 
 Beckett Klopp 
      Griffin Reimer 
23 Brett Marrs 
26 Jamie Oldham 
  Bella Reimer 
27  Beth Collins  
      Edna Middleton 
30  John Cox 

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Aaron Anderson 
(Anderson), Marvin, Ashley Robinson, Susanne, Pam 
Hutson, Barb Monnin, Pam Howard (Ash), Rob Bornhorst 
(Bornhorst), James LaChere (Brogden), Madeline Davis 
(Califf), Debbie Deeter, Lawrence Sullenberger, Wanda 
Herndon (Clark), Gary Johnson, Wayne Fischer, Ron 
Hocker (Collette), Ron Cooper (Cooper), Steve Davis 

(Davis), Carol (Ellerman), Dan Warnning (Elliott), Bill Little, Ruth White (Frazier), 
Steve Bryiant (Gaier), Heather and Harper (Hall), Aubrey Cox (Heath), Bill & 
Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Angie Shroyer, Ilene Root, Arianna, 

Dottie Root (Helman), Austin Lear, Karen Pickler, Charlie Hiser (Hiser), Judy Hatke, Tina (Hopkins), Elise Cox 
(Hudson), Mrs. Moon (Kelly), Evan (Kienle), Jennifer Heckman (Luby), Baby Karalyne, Nancy Maier, Olivia 
Bartley, Anita Martin (Meckstroth), Vickie Buroker Chappie, Don Motter Jr. (Motter), Brock Smith (Oakes), 
Judy Wright, Kevin Hamilton (Pummill), Michelle Garber, Jill Hughes, Jennifer Weber, Rick Frantz, Jack 
Reed, Kayla Miller, Robbie Rouse (Seas), Mike Jess, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow(Stilwell), Orleana Leese 
(Taylor), Kamden Hughes, O’Leary family (Taylor & Seas), Darcy Heitzman Guthrie (Woods) 

Greene Street Church Family – Ariana Barnhart, 
Edward Eidemiller, Sharon Fitzpatrick, Betty Gary, Peg 
Hance, Ben & Jane Hiser, Becky Kelly, Polly Leasure, 
Joanne & Don Motter, Jim Otey, Harold Pummill, Miriam 
Robinson, Darrell Seas,  

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, 
Clark Cripe (Elliott), James Riley (Gaier), Jacob North 
(Haver), Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), 
Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch 
Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah 
Kingrey, Mary Grimes; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush; Story 
Point: Jo Asher, Al Erbes, Rose Staley;  

We pray God’s comfort to be 
with:  

Pat Helman and family in the passing of 
her aunt Ilene Root, who passed away 
Tuesday, August 13, 2019. 

Valerie & Scott Frazier & family upon the 
passing of her sister Sandy Jones on 
Thursday, August 22, 2019.  

The Prayer 

Place 

 
3 Hannah & Michael Parshall 
4 Jerry & Arlys Fogt 
5 Kylee & Tyler Mann 
8 Joe & Toni Thompson 
9 Jim & Melissa Bennett 
11 Brett & Alice Marrs 
19 Jenna & Phillip Larger 
20    Michael & Megan Kline 
25 Marian & Ron Couchot   
29 Nick & Natasha Hite 
 Brenda & Paul Rice 
30 Heather & Boyce Ballinger 

You’re Invited to a  

Free Concert from 

Tippecanoe 

Community Band 

September 15, 4 p.m. 

At Greene Street UMC 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

3 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

4 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

5 
7 Class 

Meeting 

6 7 

8 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

11:45 Food & 
Hunger Team 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

9 
6:30 p Melody 

Men 

10 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

11 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

12 
7 Class 

Meeting 

13 14 

15 
Third Grade 

Bibles 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
4 p Tipp City 

Band 
5:30 p TEEM 

16 17 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

18 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

19 
7 Class 

Meeting 

20 21 
8 UMM 

Breakfast 
 
 

Wedding  

22 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

11:45 New 
Member  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

23 
 

6 p Daycare 
Staff Meeting 

24 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

25 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

26 
7 Class 

Meeting 

27 28 
Hosting 

8 Lay 
Servant 
Training  

29 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

30      
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Seventy One Backpacks! 

 

Congratulations Greene Street family, you have 

done it again and even more. I will be delivering 

14 beautiful backpacks to each of the PCS 

buildings. Springcreek Primary, Washington 

Primary, Piqua Central Intermediate, Piqua Junior 

High and Piqua High School will receive a large 

bag of new backpacks to hand out through out 

the year. 
 

 I am so excited to have this many donated; your 

generosity astounds me! As I said in my last Chimes article, quiet, generous acts 

of kindness within our community are the best! This is our sixth backpack drive 

bringing our total donations to 373! Thank you from my heart for being the hands 

and feet of Jesus for our school children who need us the most. 
 

God Bless You Always, 
 

Susan Hopkins 

 


