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Greene Street Hospitality
Monday (8/27) & Tuesday (8/28)

First Day of Preschool . . . Greene Street
Church family welcomed Preschool and
Daycare families with coffee and donuts.
Thank you to all who helped.
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Rev. Will Leasure

Greetings Greene St. Church,
I hope this finds you well. I am writing to make you aware of some exciting news. Over the past several years I
have been discerning a nudge I have felt to pursue a Doctor of Ministry (DMin for short). This past spring, that
nudge felt more like a push as I was made aware of a new DMin Focus Group forming at United Theological
Seminary, just down the road in Dayton. Before we get there, let me give you an overview of what a DMin
program entails.
The following is from the United website describing the DMin progam:
“United’s DMin program is an advanced professional degree program centered in the practice of ministry. Each
United doctoral student studies his or her own ministry context to identify a need within the community.
Working with a Faculty Mentor, Focus Group colleagues, and ministry partners, the student designs a
“replicable model of ministry” to address the need. All projects must be action oriented with the objective of
producing a change within the context.”
This program is not self-serving, but rather is built for the purpose of strengthening ministry in the current
context of the minister. This is good news for both myself and our church. For me personally, I believe this
program will help deepen and sharpen my skills as a pastor. This in turn will be beneficial to our church as we
explore new ministry opportunities and ways to encourage one another in the faith.
One of the reasons my nudge to explore this program turned into a push is due to the Focus group I have signed
up for. The group is called, “Living the Historic Faith: Christian Wisdom for Today’s Church.” In this group, we will
explore the wisdom and resources of the historic Christian faith and how those resources and wisdom may
contribute to how we are making disciples for Jesus in our present context.
I believe God has been leading me in this direction over the past several years. I have spent time looking at how
the church historically has ordered itself in the areas of worship, communion and discipleship. This DMin
program will be an aid in deepening my awareness of the rich tradition of God’s church and how that tradition
might aid us in our current context. In some ways, you can think of this as looking into the past in order to move
into the present and future. Another way to put it would be to look to the future by examining our past. The
wisdom and tradition of our faith extends back hundreds of years. In our current ultra modern context, we are
often taken by all things new. Certainly, there is reason to be aware of our current surroundings and
context. However, there is also great reason to look back and see how “the great cloud of witnesses” who have
gone before us, interacted with and grew in faith.
There will be one week per semester over the next three years, that I will be on campus at United for the whole
week. Beyond that, there will be 3-4 additional days when I will meet with my Focus group. I will have reading
and writing assignments throughout the semester leading up to a final project that will be completed during my
third year in the program.
I have been intentional in choosing a DMin program that I believe will benefit not only my own leadership
development but also affecting how our church approaches discipleship. I am looking forward to what God has
in store for us over the next few years!
How can you support me in this? First, I would ask for your prayers. Pray for me as a husband, dad, and as your
Pastor in this time. I want this to aid me in being a better husband, dad and Pastor rather than seeing it as
something that takes my attention away from those roles and responsibilities. Second, pray for what God
wants to teach both myself and our church through this opportunity and season. I am looking forward to seeing
how God moves over the next three years and I am especially looking forward to journeying through it with this
wonderful congregation!
Peace,

Will Leasure
Lead Pastor, Greene St. UMC

Trunk or Treat
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, October
30th for our annual Trunk or Treat!

Ministries for Children
Blessing of the Backpacks
Our children and youth of all ages began their school year on
Sunday, August 12th when they and their backpacks were lifted
in prayer and blessed by their Greene St. family! The students
all received a special dry erase board eraser and a scripture
encased luggage tag as a reminder of Jesus’ power and
presence in their daily lives.
Third Grade Bible Sunday
All third grade students will be introduced and presented with
a gift of their very own Bible on Sunday, September
16th. Please notify the church office or Ms. Barb which worship
service (9:00 or 10:30) your third grader will attend that day.

Children’s Sunday School
On Sundays during the 10:30 worship,
children aged five through Sixth Grade
are excused before the sermon for
Sunday School in rooms 23 and 24,
upstairs off the balcony. During
September we will read stories of Jesus’
family from Matthew and Luke.
September’s Bible memory verse is: “A
voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son
whom I dearly love; I find happiness in
him.’” (Matthew 3:17)

Wednesday Night Ministries
Children in grades K-6 are invited and encouraged to join us on
Wednesday evenings beginning September 12th from 6:307:30. Come learn new songs, practice ringing bells, prepare for
the Christmas Musical and continue with our prayer stations!
(Parents, please bring children into Narthex to sign in)
Thank you to the following volunteers who lovingly teach our
children on Sunday mornings:
Kidz Worship Teachers for September

Sep 2
Sep 9
Sep 16
Sep 23
Sep 30

Laura Jackson

Barb Hudson

Michelle Underwood

Lindsay Lambert

Barb Hudson

Linda Price

Holly Jensvold

Kelly Meckstroth
Barb Hudson

Meet Max: a lesson in gentleness!

Nuggets of News
Christmas Projects
We are gearing up to fill 50 shoeboxes for the
Samaritans Purse Christmas Project. We will also put
together 100 Christmas gift bags for the children of
the families who use our food pantry. Here are some
of the items which will help us: pens and pencils,
bars of soap, washcloths, small toys, balls, yo-yos,
books, small stuffed animals, checker sets and items
for children ages 2-4

Calling all Women!
Would you like to deepen your relationship with Christ
and connect with other women? Being a part of a
women’s Bible study is a great way to do both! Join us
(Greene Street UMC) for a 10-week Beth Moore Bible
study entitled Believing God: experiencing a fresh
explosion of faith. This study examines the lives of
people in the Bible who believed God and challenges us
to believe God to do and be more than we have yet
acknowledged and experienced.
We will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 P.M.
in the youth room (on the balcony) starting September
11 and finishing on November 13.
The Bible study book costs $16. There will be a sign-up
sheet at the welcome center in the narthex.
If you have questions or want more information,
contact Linda Price at LindaP96@aol.com.
Hope you will join us!

Forever Young Luncheon
Do you want to know more about identity theft and
scams? Come to the Forever Young Luncheon in the
Wall/Wesleyan Room on Tuesday, September 18th to
learn more about these possible dangers. The luncheon
starts at 11:30 a.m., and everyone is invited to bring a
dish to share. The speaker will be Deb Sanders,
Director of Marketing at the Ohio Living Dorothy Love.
Take this opportunity to learn how to protect yourself
from scams and thefts of your identity. Please call the
church to make your reservation by Monday,
September 17th.

Kroger Community Rewards
Giving more back to the community!
Kroger is committed to helping our communities grow
and prosper. Year after year, local schools, churches
and other nonprofit organizations will earn millions of
dollars through Kroger Community Rewards.
Kroger Community Rewards makes fund-raising
easy..all you have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe
your Plus Card!
** Kroger Community Rewards has upgraded their
program and in the process has changed all
organization numbers. While the previous number will
continue to be associated with Greene Street, it will
not be visible when enrolling. New members can enroll
by searching for either the new number or the name of
your organization.
Greene St. United Methodist Church(UM592)

From the Daycare
Director’s Desk:
No matter what grade
you're in or what type of
school you're in, the first
day of school is the same
for everyone. The
question is always have I
done all I can do to prepare my
child? Do we have all the school
supplies? God reminds us in scripture:
Psalm 68:19 “Praise be to the Lord, to
God our Savior, who daily bears our
burdens.”
I would like to Thank Greene Street
UMC for helping make those burdens
easier with the extra support you offer
to the Daycare/Preschool. From hosting
back pack Sunday to supplying Coffee
and doughnuts the first days of
Preschool. Your hospitality is greatly
appreciated. .
“You’re off to great places, today is your
day, your mountain is waiting so get on
your way!”
Dr. Seuss

Update from Kim Smith
Hello,
I arrived in Liberia’s capital,
Monrovia, Friday the 10th. The next
day we went to Grand Capemount
County where we spent time with
two unreached Muslim tribes, the
Vai and Gola. Their only school
building that has been shut down.
They have invited us to reopen the
school and will allow us to also teach
their children the Bible and about
Christianity!!
I am now on our Wordsower Liberia
base in Zwedru. We are preparing a
missionary team to go to these two
unreached tribes to assess the needs
for reopening the school. We want
to send 4 missionaries with their
families to live there. They will use
the school to reach the Vai and Gola
children and will use literacy training
to reach the illiterate adults.
Our Bible Institute started Monday.
We have 50 in the class and are
scrambling to find enough chairs,
mattresses and sleeping places for
them. The Holy Spirit’s presence has
been with us powerfully.
Remember the harvest is plentiful
but the laborers are few. Our Lord
asked us, His church, to pray for
more laborers. Please be in prayer
that the Holy Spirit will lead our
Bible class and raise up laborers from
within this class. Also, pray as we
prepare to send a missionary team to
the unreached tribes of the Vai and
Gola. We have 5 unreached tribes in
Liberia. We hope to have missionary
teams in all 5 tribes by the end of
next year.
Kim Smith

Answered Prayers from the
Food Pantry
We have had a number of new
people come to the food pantry.
One day we had a total of 37
friends come to get food.
A man came and when I asked him
how I could pray for him he said he
had terminal lung cancer and a
collapsed artery in his leg. I felt
saying I’m sorry was inadequate.
So I sat down on the step beside
him an decided to be bold. I said
the most important thing is do you
know Jesus. He assured me he did.
He said he was looking forward to
seeing family members when he
gets to heaven. He said he was at
peace with his situation.
Another man came to get food.
He said his neighbor’s wife had
died and his yard was getting
overgrown. He asked his neighbor
if he could clean his yard up and
was told there was no money to
pay him. The man said he did not
want to be paid and the work was
done. Here was a man who got
some help with food then passed
the help on to his neighbor.
Another man came who told me
he had been bitten by a pit bull.
He was not angry and said he was
not out to get a bunch of money.
That was refreshing. He
apparently was able to forgive the
dog owner. He will have to have
surgery.
A lady came who had been in the
Army and was injured (not in
combat). She had had surgery and
the problem was not completely
taken care of. She was upset. She
had to come back to Piqua to take
care of her mother who had had a
heart attack.
We need to continue to pray for all
these friends. The need in our
community continues to be huge.
Let us help where we can.
Peggy Moorman

Food and Hunger Team
The number of families served continues to grow. The Greene
Street Food Pantry served a total of 205 during July. Of the
total number served, the breakdown is:
Number of seniors served: 70 (8 have minor children)
Number served 18-59 years: 135 (62 have minor children)
There are 1 in 6 children in our country who are facing hunger that's nearly 13 million children! They live in every county in
our country. What will the future be like for these children?
Children who are food insecure are more likely to require
hospitalization and are at higher risk for chronic health
conditions. Studies have found that food insecurity has been
associated with health problems for children that may hinder
their ability to function normally and participate fully in
school and other activities. Children who experience food
insecurity may be at higher risk for behavioral issues and social
difficulties, and a greater risk of truancy and school
tardiness. When they are in school, children who are food
insecure may experience increases in an array of behavior
problems including: fighting, hyperactivities, aggression,
anxiety, mood swings and bullying. (Source: Feeding America).
The Greene Street Food Pantry is thankful to be part of the
network of churches and organizations in Piqua focused on
helping those facing hunger.
THANKS go to….
Twisted River Coffee Roaster of Miamisburg for their ongoing
donations of roasted gourmet coffee. Those visiting the
pantry have been treated to flavored, blends or single origin
coffees - all of which are greatly appreciated.
The Scroggins Family. This family is new to Piqua, and they
have chosen to contribute hundreds of items to our Food
Pantry. We are blessed to have them in our community and
thank them for joining with us to feed the hungry in Piqua.
The Haldemans for their generosity in continuing to share
fresh vegetables from their garden.
The many volunteers who donate so generously of their time
and resources.
If you are a Food Pantry Volunteer, or would like to become a
volunteer, please meet with us in the Wall/Wesleyan room (in the
basement) on Sunday, September 9th following the 10:30 a.m.
service. Over lunch we will be talking about how we can best
handle the growth we are seeing in the number of people being
served. Please RSVP to Jennifer Sweetman no later than
September 6th.

Attention TEEM people!
Save the date! I am happy to let you know
that TEEM will be kicking off on
September 16th at the church from 56:30. We will provide food and talk about
all that we have planned for the year. I will
be sending out a letter prior to the kickoff
to describe a bit more about what we
hope to do this year with our youth group.
All of the youth leaders are looking
forward to seeing you soon!

Second Grade Luncheon
The Sunday School Class in the Basement
is heading up the Second Grade Luncheon
again this year! On Thursday, October
18th Second Grade students and staff
from Washington Elementary will be
joining us for lunch following their field
trip to the Victoria Theatre. This is a
wonderful opportunity for our church to
connect with children from our
community!
We could use some help pulling this off!
Would you be willing to share your time
and talents? Here's how you can help!
10/17 - Set up at 6pm until finished (about
an hour)
10/18 - Serve and clean up beginning at
1:00 until clean up is finished
Not available those dates? You could help
by baking cookies (no nuts, please)
Cookies need to be at the church by the
morning of the 18th.
Let us know how you would like to help by
call the church office (Ext. 10).

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM
Our Building Improvement Team (BIT) members have been diligently working over the past 2 months in completing
Phase #1 of our Capital Campaign. These activities included ones that were not finished, had not been started or
ones that were completed and needed minor touch up. Here is a summary update on our activities: 1) Greene St
Entrance Doors-View Finders were installed in each door which will allow people to look through the view finders
and see who is outside. This will be an added safety feature for our church. Also the main black metal strip between
the doors has been refinished 2) Caldwell St Entrance Doors-Weather stripping has been added around all four
doors to reduce/eliminate air infiltration coming in or out of our entry ways 3) Interior Plaster and Painting-The
Choir Ante Room walls have been repaired as well as the Breezeway Ceiling between the main church and the
Admin Building....South end of Narthex stairwell by Courtyard 4) Interior Communication Signs-Currently obtaining
ideas and quotations for name plates for the rooms and directional signs on which way to proceed to get to their
preferred destinations 5) Wilson Hall Walls-Currently requesting quotations to repair the plaster and to paint the
damaged walls. Another option is to drywall, insulate and paint 6) Balcony Hand Railing-We now have four ideas on
how to improve the balcony height railing that faces the sanctuary. We are now evaluating the different options
and costs 7) Exterior Communications Sign-Our committee researched purchasing manual lettering signs as well as
LED. We have decided that the best would be to strongly consider using the LED design. This would allow the
communication sign to be electronically changed within the church office and 8) Landscaping-The damaged shrubs
and plants that did not survive the winter have been replace and appear to be doing fine. Lastly, some people may
ask "What's up with the painted poles in the raised landscape area on Caldwell St...." They are called "Prayer Poles"
that have inspirational messages posted on each of them. The posts are made of PVC and the base coat was
painted by TEEM members. Once this process was completed, a member of BIT graciously volunteered their time
and added a pop of different colors and then something special painted in a whimsical theme. Later, burberry
bushes were planted around the poles in the shape of a caterpillar. The total picture is to share an expression of
Love and Prayers while the caterpillar represents the little lives that are touched through Day Care. This also will be
for the growth and the many personalities of the children.
Phase #2 will be the renovation of the Narthex and naturally will be determined by the capital campaign funds. We
will continue to research this project for what is truly needed and a benefit to our congregation.
Don Brown, Project Leader

From the Care Pastor
Friends of Greene Street,
Since April, when I came on staff as a part-time pastor in care ministry I’ve been trying to get my feet wet
and learn about the church. I’ve taken time to try to get know some of you and have visited our homebound
and nursing home family. Now that fall is just around the corner and the children are back in school, I am
thinking about moving the care ministry forward. What does moving the care ministry forward mean?
When we speak of care ministry we must immediately ask ourselves, who does the caring? The answer to
this question is found in several places in the bible. One in particular I want to highlight is in Acts 6: 1-4. The
Word says this:
“In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against
the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve
(disciples) gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the
word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer
and the ministry of the word.’
Do you seed what is happening here? As the church has grown the disciples have not been able to keep up
with meeting the needs of children, widows, people in the community and people in the church. They’ve
come together to turn the care ministry over to congregants whom they believe are full of wisdom and the
Holy Spirit. Friends, this is exactly our story. I am here to begin to build and equip you to do the caring with
your particular gifts for ministry. Care ministry flows far beyond the typical hospital visitation and nursing
home or homebound visitation. Care ministry reaches into people in the military, school age children, single
moms, single dads, people getting a divorce, people suffering loss, parents having children problems, and
the list goes on and on. Are you able to see if we truly want to be the hands and feet of Christ, it is the
responsibility of the congregation to do so? Are you able to see this is not one pastor’s job but the
responsibility of the whole church? Please keep in mind Pastor Will and myself are more than willing to visit
and have visited. We are also a part of this ministry called care.
So, what’s next? I will be planning some strategic ministries that will develop and run deep into our faith and
I will be inviting you to participate. It may take some learning and training. I am willing to move slowly and
deliberately to unfold excellent ministry in care. Pastor Will and I are already involved in visiting the ill and
homebound. Some very committed folks are caring for our homebound as well. Now, we’re on our way to
new and fresh ministry. Please pray about where you fit in or where you’re being called to serve.
On the journey with you,
Pastor Mary Haldeman

The Prayer
Place

September Birthdays
and Anniversaries
1

Greene Street Church Family –Robyn
Cooper, Edward Eidemiller, Ben & Jane Hiser, Becky Kelly, Justin
Meckstroth, Don Motter, Jim Otey, Abby Peepels, Darrell Seas,
Bruce Whited, Chuck Woods
Friends and Family of Greene Street– Joe Teach (Califf), Kristine &
family (Dilbone), Dean Kerns (Elliott), Aiden (Everett), Phil Edwards,
Bill Little (Frazier), Jerry Clark (Gaier), Bruce Marshall (Hardman),
Bill & Patsy Weyant, Jim Burton, Angie Eller, David Helman, Tracey
Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Jackie Thompson, Jerry Schleinitz, Gary Root,
Johnny Hitchcock (Helman), Michael Davis (Hiser), Ana (Hopkins),
David Black (Preston), John Dale (Linda Price), Jessica Shrout,
Marilyn (Pummill), Mike Jess, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow, Brock
Gessner, Jayli, Connor, Hannah & Genevieve Haren (Stilwell)
Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Clark Cripe (Elliott), James Riley
(Gaier), Ben Datu (and family in Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall,
Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch
(Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood
Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison; Spring Meade:
Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy
Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Al Erbes; Piqua Manor: Jim
Whetstone

We pray God’s comfort to be with:
 Steve and Debbie Frazier and family upon the death of his
sister Sandy on July 15, 2018.
 Prayers for God’s peace are extended to family and friends
of Joyce Thornberry, who passed away on July 26, 2018.
 Prayer of comfort to Diana Seas Parke & family for the
death of Wally.
 We pray God’s comfort to be with Ken Tate and family and
Ginny Adams and family upon the death of their mother Cathy
Tate on Friday, August 3, 2018.
 We pray God’s comfort to be with Mary and Mark
Haldeman and family upon the death of her mother on August
16, 2018.
 Prayers for God’s peace are extended to family and friends
of Linda Powell who passed away (Linda is a friend from our
food pantry)

Adam Heath
Payton Meckstroth
2 Amanda Brown
3 Amanda Ellis
Jeanne Ringer
Evelyn Stilwell
4 Makenzie Ellerman
5 Dick Clark
Jim Meckstroth
6 Phil Thomas
7 Marilyn Marratta
Abigail Silvers
Mike Taylor
8 Steve Collins
Brenda Rice
9 Todd Lavey
10 Arlys Fogt
Seth Heckaman
Jackie Pollock
11 Ed Elliott
12 Jennifer Everett
15 Mary Grimes
16 Ashley Bantz
Lou Oakes
Phylis Otey
17 Lauren Miller
Logan Peepels
19 Nicholas Heath
20 Dustin Brown
John Grear
22 Hal Cain
Kim DeWeese
Beckett Klopp
Griffin Reimer
23 Brett Marrs
26 Jamie Oldham
Bella Reimer
27 Beth Collins
Edna Middleton
30 John Cox
3
4
5
8
9
11
19
20
25
29

Hannah & Michael Parshall
Jerry & Arlys Fogt
Kylee & Tyler Mann
Joe & Toni Thompson
Jim & Melissa Bennett
Brett & Alice Marrs
Jenna & Phillip Larger
Michael & Megan Kline
Marian & Ron Couchot
Nick & Natasha Hite
Brenda & Paul Rice
30 Heather & Boyce Ballinger

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

9

10

7 p Girl Scout
Leader Meeting

16

17

6:30 p Melody
Men
7 p Ad Board

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

23
9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

30
9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

5

6

6:30 p Melody
Men

12 p Disciple
Bible Study
6 p Child Care
Committee
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

3 p Building
Improvement

11

12

13

14

15

6:30 p Melody
Men

12 p Disciple
Bible Study

6:30 Women’s
Bible Study

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

18

19

20

21

22

28

29

Church &
Daycare Closed

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
11:30 a Food
Pantry
Volunteer
Luncheon
5 p Ch. 5
Third Grade
Bibles

4

24
6 p Child Care
Staff Meeting

11:30 Forever
Young
Luncheon
6:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 p Melody
Men

7

8
8 a United
Methodist Men
9 a Chrysalis
Board Meeting

12 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

25

26

27

6:30 Women’s
Bible Study

12 p Disciple
Bible Study

9 a Newsletter
Folding

6:30 p Melody
Men

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
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All Church Picnic
August 25, 2018

Rained Out!
Met at the Church.

