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Greetings Greene Street church! 

A new school year is upon us and that means a shift in seasons all around us.  
The church calendar tends to ramp up and down alongside the school 
calendar.  This gives us an opportunity to rethink, pray about and consider all 
that we’re doing as a church. 

Even though the summer tends to be a little less busy around the church, 
that doesn’t mean things go totally dormant.  A ton of work on the exterior of 
our building has been going on! From painting to brick repair with more to 
come. 

While the exterior work goes on, we will soon begin to work on the interior of 
both the church and our lives together.  This church has had such a great 
season of ministry over the past several years!  We have much to be thankful 
for and as a result of that good work, we are seeing physical progress all over 
the church building.  We are becoming more hospitable and guest ready 
every day.  Thanks be to God for the faithfulness of the people of Greene 
Street! 

One of the next steps, I believe, is for our church to grow deeper together 
while also keeping our attention and focus on the community.  This is not an 
easy turn as humans tend to look out for number one before anyone else, 
and churches are definitely not exempt from this. 

Jesus, when describing what he was going to do, not only sat down at a table 
with his disciples to explain it all, but shared a meal as he laid out the days 
ahead.  Further, he gave his disciples, the very people who would be 
responsible for getting the church off the ground, a meal to gather around 
regularly.  There are very few stories that appear in all four Gospels.  The Last 
Supper account is one of those.  The birth narrative isn’t in all four.  Jesus 
(and Peter, sort of) walking on water isn’t in all four.  But the Last Supper 
meal is.  (You can find these accounts in Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22 and 
John 13). 

Instead of Jesus giving his disciples a long to-do list, he gave them a meal.  
N.T. Wright has commented that, “When Jesus himself wanted to explain to 
his disciples what his forthcoming death was all about, he didn’t give them a 
theory, he gave them a meal.”  Sharing a meal together forces us to 
withdraw from the fast paced busyness of our world.  Sharing a meal forces 
us to slow down long enough to hear from our friends and neighbors what is 
going on in their lives. 

This fall, starting September 13th and following the next ten weeks, we will 
start to gather around a table on Wednesday nights.  Starting at 6pm, we will 
gather for a shared meal.  The church will provide the main 
dish each week and we’ll ask for everyone else to bring a 
side dish to share.  The night will include a meal, children’s 
ministry, youth ministry and an opportunity for adults to be 
in study and prayer together.  Over the ten weeks, I will be 
leading a study through the book, Slow Church: Cultivating 
Community in the Patient Way of Jesus by Chris Smith and 
John Pattison.  You are welcome to order the book ahead 
of time to read along each week, but our time should be 
structured as such that you can show up and jump in. 

I am looking forward to gathering with many of you every Wednesday this 
fall as we go about the business of cultivating community while also 
challenging one another to be engaged in our neighborhoods. 

I look forward to seeing you soon! 

Will Leasure 

Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC 

Care Ministry 

“So deeply do we care for you that 
we are determined to share with 
you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own selves, because you 
have become very dear to us.”   

    1 Thessalonians 2:8  

Friends, 

 The Christian walk is a joyful 
place to be and at the same time 
our walk with the Lord is a call to 
sacrifice and servant hood.  Truly, 
God’s call upon our lives is to so 
deeply care for others that we 
share the Gospel and share 
ourselves with others.   We all 
have passions.  What is your 
passion?  My passion is to have 
people cared for in very deep 
ways; to bring wholeness to 
individuals through God’s power.  
People need to be heard.  People 
need to be prayed with.  
Loneliness needs to disappear 
from people’s lives.  Compassion 
is needed everywhere. 

 Care ministry runs much 
deeper and wider than what we 
have traditionally known.  Often 
when we think of care, we think of 
visiting people in the hospital or 
nursing home.  While these are 
pieces of care ministry, they are 
small pieces.   What I want to 
share with you is that much of the 
kinds of care needed are often 
hidden.  In our congregation 
alone, people come to church 
with heavy hearts and there 
seems to be no one to talk with. 

 God calls us to be a caring 
congregation.  The pastors cannot 
and should not be responsible for 
all the care of the church and 
community.  This is our task as 
believers.    As time moves 
forward, I want to begin walking 
with you in developing a strong 
and deep care ministry.  There is 
much to learn and talk about 
when we speak of care ministry.  
Will you join me?  What is your 
passion? 

Mary Haldeman 



Wednesday Night 
Ministries will begin on 
September 13th at 6:30!  All 
children in grades K-6 are 
welcome and encouraged to 
join us as we learn new 
songs, prepare for the 
Christmas Musical, practice 
ringing bells, continue 
studying the Bible and 
developing our prayer life. 

 

Safe Sanctuaries Policy 

Many loving adults volunteer 
to spend their valuable time 
working with the children 
and youth of our church 
family.  In order to provide a 
safe and secure environment 
for everyone involved, 
Greene Street has adopted a 
Safe Sanctuaries policy.  If 
you currently teach, assist, 
care for or accompany any of 
our children and youth 
involved in Sunday School, 
Wednesday Nights, nursery, 
special events, etc. or wish to 
do so, it is important for you 
to receive the training which 
will be offered Wednesday, 
September 6 at 7:00 p.m.  
Please contact the church 
office to register or for 
further information. 

 

Thank you to the following 
volunteers who so lovingly 
teach our children on Sunday 
mornings: 

 

 

Ministries for 

Children 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Our school year began with students 
of all ages bringing or wearing their 
backpacks to worship on August 
20th.  The students along with 
teachers, administrators, school 
board members, cooks, custodians 
and bus drivers were lifted in prayer 
and their backpacks were blessed by 
their Greene St. family!  The 
students also received a small gift as 
a reminder of Jesus’ presence and 
power in their daily lives! 

 

 

 

 

Attention Third Grade Students! 

All third grade students will be 
presented with a gift of their very 
own Bible on Sunday, September 
10th.  They may be introduced and 
honored at either worship gathering 
that morning.  Please contact the 
church office to confirm your third 
grader’s attendance.   

 

 

Trunk or Treat  

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, 
October 31!  By October 1 we will 
have the baskets ready to receive 
candy donations and it’s never too 
early to begin thinking about how 
you’d like to decorate your car! J 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
(previously named Kidz Worship): 
On Sundays during the 10:30 
Unveiled Worship Gathering, 
children are excused before the 
sermon for Sunday School and may 
attend one of two classes: children 
age five through Second Grade 
meet in the ABC room off the corner 
of the Narthex, and students in 
3rd through 6th grade meet upstairs 
off the balcony in room 24. This 
month our Bible study includes four 
stories about the Prophet Samuel 
from the book of 1 Samuel, Chapters 
1-16. 

September's memory verse is: 
“Speak. Your servant is listening!” (1 
Samuel 3:10)  Any child who 
memorizes the verse and recites it 
to Ms. Barb will earn a small prize!  

 Kidz Worship Teachers for September 

Sept 3 Theresa McMillan Jennifer Everett 

Sept 10 Susan Hopkins Barb Hudson 

Sept 17 Holly Jensvold Seth & Nicole Heckaman 

Sept 24 Laura Jackson Barb Hudson 

   



 TEEM Student Ministry  
(Teens Engaged, Empowered and Mobilized) 

Chrysalis/Emmaus Community - 
Did you complete a Chrysalis or 
Emmaus Walk?  Greene Street Church is 
working to build a database in order to 
help keep you connected with Chrysalis 
events at Greene Street such as 
participants, closing worship, 
candlelight, opportunities to serve and 
Agape info.  Please be sure to fill out the 
online form or mention it on the 
Connection Card the next time you are 
in worship.  You can also find this form 
on the church website under What We 
Do/West Ohio Chrysalis. 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM 

Our church exterior upgrading and appearance continues to be improved by our restoration 
project team. The masonry tuck pointing is reaching completion as well as the repair of the water 
table and window sills. Many of the window trims as well as the archways over our Caldwell and 
Greene St door way entrances have been painted. We will also be adding an accent color to the 
door archways to give our church a fresh, clean appearance as well as adding character to the 
exterior. 

During the end of August, we will begin work on the 
Education/Administration Building. A few of these upcoming activities 
are:  removing and replacement of brick in the retainer wall, power 
washing, and painting and caulking around the exterior windows in the 
building. We will also be doing some minor repair work to the steel steps 
leading to the second floor of the Day Care Center along the west end of 
the building. Additional work that remains is the power washing of the 
courtyard fountain, benches, and concrete walking areas. We will also be 
repairing, resealing, and painting the inside of the steeple tower. 

Schaefer and Company of Troy, OH has been awarded the contracts for the installation of the Caldwell and 
Greene St canopies. Drawings are currently being finalized as well as the wording that will be shown on the 
canopies. Our committee has chosen hunter green as the color for the canvas coverings. We are anticipating 
this project to be completed by the end of September. Safety has always been our main priority on this 
project. We will continue this focus by having the Caldwell St canopy installed on a Saturday. This will allow us 
to not interfere with the pedestrian traffic leading into the Day Care Center, main office, and other areas of 
the church. 

Our Building Improvement Team continues to thank the congregation for their support, cooperation and 
contributions to our Capital Campaign Fund… “WHERE THE LIGHT STILL SHINES” 

Thank you,        

Don Brown, Project Leader  

 

TEEM NEWS!   
 
TEEM Sunday School begins Sunday, September 10, 2017 9:30am in the 
youth room and will last until 10:15. This is a Bible Study for students in 
7-12th grade.  We will be exploring how we connect with scripture and 
how to incorporate that into our daily lives. 
 
TEEM is changing times!  In an effort to offer more opportunities for 
students to connect with one another throughout the week, TEEM will 
be on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8pm beginning Wednesday, 
September 13th.  Come at 6 for a meal with other friends from the 
church! (See Pastor Will’s Article for more information about this 
exciting new opportunity to connect!) 
 



Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the card, well wishes and gift to help us 
welcome Maggie. We love the basket! It is beautiful and so 
thoughtful. We are so lucky to have the support of so many while 
we adjust to being a family of three! Thank you for the gift and 
the kindness. We truly appreciate the gift & thought. Thank you. 

-Megan, Andy, Maggie Pearson 

Gratitude Answered Prayers from the Food 
Pantry 

We have had many people visit our food 
pantry this past month. 

We are grateful for all the produce that 
has been donated. This is one thing our 
friends really enjoy. Also a couple 
people have donated fresh eggs. 

Several friends have gotten jobs. Some 
of the more frequent requests we get 
for prayer are for adequate finances, 
health, and for families.  

Please join us in praying that the need 
for these families will be met. 

Peggy Moorman 

United Methodist Men 

United Methodist Men meet September 
through May on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month. We have a homemade breakfast, 
fellowship, and a guest speaker covering 
various topics. Our objective is to serve 
the Lord which is funded by our 
fundraisers that are 100% given to 
church, families, and charities. All men 
are invited and if you have any questions 
please contact Bill Carter, Eric 
Sweetman, or the church office.  

Christmas Market 

Just a reminder- the Christmas Market 
Committee met in November to discuss last 
year's  Christmas market. It was decided at that 
time that we would not set a date for another 
Christmas market. 

Although the fellowship and traditions of the market will be 
greatly missed, there continues to be less and less available help, 
and very few sign-ups. 

Homemade food items can still be donated to the food pantry & 
small gift ideas appropriate for preschoolers' shopping for family 
Christmas gifts can be donated to our preschool. 

We can all look forward to new upcoming events this fall! Let's all 
join in and create new memories! 

Elevator Is Working! 

Please remember to treat our elevator 
with care.  NO Freight is to be on the 
elevator, this includes tables, chairs, etc.  
Caution tape has been placed to make 
you aware to stay away from the gated 
areas.  Please make sure you and 
everyone with you are between the tape 
lines at all times. 

Midweek  

We are excited to begin Midweek on September 13th, from 6-8pm.  
The heart of this gathering is to Eat, Connect and Grow together.  
Starting at 6pm we will gather for a meal.  The first week the main 
dish will be provided by the church, in the weeks that follow we’ll 
look for groups of volunteers to provide the main dish.  Please bring 
a side dish or dessert to share.  Following the meal, we will have 
opportunities for children, youth and adult learning and connection.  
This will be an opportunity for all generations to connect over a 
meal while also providing space to be in study and prayer together.  
We hope that you will join us for Midweek! 

 

Pizza with the Pastors, Oct. 1, 12-1pm 

In September and October, our sermon series is called “I am a 
Church Member”.  During this six week series we will be thinking 
about what it means to belong to and be part of a church.  The last 
week of the series, October 15th, we will receive new church 
members.  If you are thinking about joining our church, we invite 
you to join our pastors for pizza on October 1.  We will talk about 
our church and take time to get to know one another.  Please join 
us! 



1 Adam Heath 
       Payton Meckstroth 
2     Amanda Brown 
3  Amanda Ellis 
       Jeanne Ringer 
 Evelyn Stilwell 
4     Makenzie Ellerman 
5 Jim Meckstroth  
6     Phil Thomas 
7     Marilyn Marratta 
       Abigail Silvers 
       Mike Taylor 
8 Steve Collins 
       Brenda Rice 
9     Todd Lavey  
10 Arlys Fogt 
 Seth Heckaman 
 Jackie Pollock 
11 Ed Elliott 
12 Jennifer Everett 
15    Mary Grimes        

16 Ashley Bantz 
 Lou Oakes 
       Phylis Otey       
17 Lauren Miller 
 Logan Peepels     
19   Nicholas Heath 
20 Dustin Brown 
       John Grear 
22   Hal Cain 
       Kim DeWeese 
 Beckett Klopp 
       Griffin Reimer 
23 Brett Marrs 
26 Jamie Oldham 
 Bella Reimer 
27 Beth Collins  
       Edna Middleton 
30 John Cox 
 
 
 

 
3 Hannah & Michael Parshall 
4 Jerry & Arlys Fogt 
5 Kylee & Tyler Mann 
8 Joe & Toni Thompson 
9 Jim & Melissa Bennett 
11 Brett & Alice Marrs 
19 Jenna & Phillip Larger 
20    Michael & Megan Kline 
25 Marian & Ron Couchot   
27 Theresa & David McMillan 
29 Nick & Natasha Hite 
 Brenda & Paul Rice 

September Birthdays  

The Prayer Place 

Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Chuck Woods, Ann 
Elliott, Mary Pummill, Edward Eidemiller, Jo Reed, Don Motter, Mitch 
Dilbone, Arlys Fogt, Darrell Seas, Rachel Castle, Steve Mullikin, Kris 
Stewart, Betty Clark, Jessica Bates 

Friends and Family of Greene Street-  Mike Jess,  Joyce 
Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Sharon Ford  (Stilwell), Adam Love, Jeremy 

Monroe, Mel Deaton (daycare), Wendy Beal (Hopkins), 
Tom Sanderson, Marvin (Ash), Tracey Clayton, Bill 
Weyant, Jim Burton, Blaine Hedger, Angie Eller 
(Helman), Dean Kerns (Elliott), Deb Lambert (Lambert), 
Mary Rose (Kelly), Bruce Marshall (Hardman), Pauline 
McNemar (Ellerman), Bart Zerkel (Oakes), Paul Parshall 
(Parshall) 

Military - Jed Cooper, Brian Pummill, Dasch Underwood, 
Clark Cripe (Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Ben 
Datu (Mullikin), Devon Parshall (Parshall), Dalton Ketrow 
(Stilwell), Matthew Breisch (Stewart) 

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Barbara Minton; 
Garbry Ridge: Jim Whetstone; Spring Meade: Martha 
Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy 
Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys Mullen; Story Point: Al Erbes;  

 

Thank you to the 
Melody Men who 
joined our 9 a.m. 
worship on    
August 20.   

We pray God’s comfort to be with: 

 Al Erbes and family upon the death of his wife 
Lois on July 28, 2017.   

 Gaven, Gracie, and Linda Davis. Angie Davis left 
us to be with the Lord on Monday, July 31, 2017. 

 Chris Miller and family upon the death of her 
aunt Vicki Reynolds on August 10, 2017.   

 family and friends of Virginia Gross, who passed 
away on Sunday, August 6, 2017. Virginia is the 
mother of Shirley Borts-Grabo.  

 Ann & Ed Elliott  and family upon the death of 
her brother George Wise on August 15, 2017.   

We pray God’s blessings upon : 

 Megan & Andy Pearson with the birth of their 
daughter, Margaret “Maggie” Lynn Pearson, on 
August 2. Excited family includes Grandparents, 
Bill & Linda Carter, Aunt & Uncle, Erin & RJ 
Monnier.  

 Chrissy & Justin Meckstroth with the birth of 
their daughter, Lettie Jo Meckstroth, on August 
8.  

September Anniversaries 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship 

Gatherings 

6 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

 

4 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

6 p Melody Men 

5 

 

6 p Melody Men 

7 p Ad Board 

6 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

7 p Safe 
Sanctuary 

7 

 

 

6 p First Aid 
Training for 
Child Care 

8 9 

10 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship 
Gatherings 

6 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 
Third Grade 

Bible Sunday 

11 12 

 

 

6 p Melody Men 

13 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Midweek 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

14 15 16 

8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

 

17 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship 

Gatherings 

6 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

18 19 

 

 

6 p Melody Men 

20 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Midweek 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

21 22 23 

9 a Chrysalis 
Board 

24 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship 

Gatherings 

6 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

25 

 

 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

26 

 

 

6 p Melody Men 

27 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Midweek 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

28 

8:45 a 
Newsletter 

Folding 

29 30 
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Food Pantry Update: 

We are updating our records and want to be sure 
to include everyone who would like to volunteer 
time at the pantry.  The pantry is open Monday 
and Wednesday from 10-11 a.m.  Volunteers either 
register individuals or help the customers make 
their selections.  


