
"Making disciples of Jesus who transform the world." 

September 2016 

The Christmas market is a 44 

(2016) year tradition of fun, 

fellowship, good food, and working 

together for the Greene Street 

family. Over the years, different 

aspects of this congregation-wide 

fundraiser have varied based on 

local needs and concerns. 

Basically it is a day where Wilson 

Hall (multi-purpose room) looks, 

sounds, and smells a bit like Christmas. There are theme 

baskets for silent auction, homemade foods at our country 

store, gently used kitchen items for sale at bargain 

prices, and especially delicious meals to enjoy. 

Local vendors join us with their specialties for sale. All 

is made possible by many, many members helping to prepare 

for the event, with their time and talents. Profits for 

the market support the many areas of ministry at Greene 
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It's Christmas Market time!    We would like 

for the congregation to participate in selling 

pre-sale tickets.  Lunch tickets will be sold 

for $8 and dinner tickets are $9. You will be 

able to get your tickets from the office or 

after church starting September 11th.  For each 

ticket sold and the money returned to the 

office you will be entered into a drawing on 

October 9th (after the 10:30 service) to win 

$25 GREENE STREET BUCKS to be spent at our 

market!!!!!!!!!  All you need to do is talk to 

your friends, tell them how amazing the market is, and get them to 

buy a ticket.  Turn your money in to Jenny and she will make sure you 

get entered into the drawing.    

Christmas Market Update: 

Ways  to Help! 

 Start preparing donations for Country Store  

 There will be NO Ye Olde Kitchen Shoppe  

 Sign-ups coming soon—Watch for them! 

 Spread the word! 

 Help pass out flyers 

 Join in the fun & fellowship 

 Theme Basket Workshop 

Basket Day is Saturday, September 10  9:30a.  Enter through Greene Street 
entrance, then go to the church basement.  We’ll be there.  Come join us, there is 

always a job for everyone and great fellowship.  Any questions call Rita Ash 773-5157. 

 

 

 

 

Frozen Ham Loaves 

$10.00 for 4 

Pre-Order taken starting September 7 

Meat Day 

Saturday, October 4, 9 a.m.  Help pull chicken to prepare for our chicken sandwiches.  Then 

return on Wednesday, October 8, 5:30 p.m. to help cook and stir the chicken sandwiches.  

Many hands make this work easier.   
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On the Cusp of History 

During the month of August, many churches are experiencing the "wind down of Summer," enjoying a few 
weeks of quieter schedules and lighter loads before the Fall and Advent seasons begin. This was certainly not 
the case for Greene Street. Your leadership has been extremely active, achieving two strategic goals on 
consecutive days in the middle of a prime season for vacationing. 
 
On Monday, August 15, Chris Miller began serving her appointment as our full time Associate Pastor. Your 
leaders have been praying and processing this hire for more than a year. Chris is married to Paul and has three 
children. She has been serving in ministry for more than ten years.  As a Licensed Local Pastor in the United 
Methodist connection, Chris has a heart for children of all ages and a passion for sharing the hope that is found 
in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Chris enjoys hiking, riding ATVs, supporting her 2 oldest kids in 
Marching Band as well as making adventures wherever she finds them! 

 
Allow me to clarify the difference between my credentialing (ordained elder) and 
Chris' (licensed local pastor). A licensed local pastor is endowed with the same 
rights and privileges as ordained elders, but their privileges are limited to the 
local churches they serve. Ordained elders are given ministerial privilege 
throughout the 1,000-plus churches which comprise the eight districts within the 
West Ohio Conference. The adjacent graphic (taken from the Miami Valley United 
Methodist Women's website) demonstrates makeup of the conference of which we 
are a part. 
 
A local pastor answers God’s call to serve the mission of Jesus Christ through serving 

a local congregation in The United Methodist Church. When appointed, the local pastor performs the usual 
duties of a pastor, including preaching and teaching; leading in worship and liturgy; receiving new 
members; performing the sacraments of baptism and The Lord's Supper; and performing the services of 
marriage, burial, and confirmation. The local pastor’s authority is only within the appointment setting and 
does not extend beyond it unless permission is granted by the Bishop. The local pastor is not ordained, and 
serves under the authority of a license for pastoral ministry while meeting any annual conference requirements 
and undergoing Course of Study, an intensive 20-course training which prepares and equips local pastors for 
fruitful ministry. Licensed local pastors also submit to annual reviews conducted by the District Committee on 
Ordained Ministry and receive affirmation, renewal, or deferment of their ministry license. Currently, Pastor 
Chris is enrolled in Course of Study and has completed at least one-quarter of the required courses.  
 
A Master's of Divinity Degree from an approved seminary is required for all ordained elders, in addition to 
completing the numerous requirements found in The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church (cf. ¶ 
301ff). An elder completes a plethora of paperwork, interviews at district and conference levels, and conducts 
further training provided by the Conference prior to ordination. Typically the "Rev." before a name (short for 
"Reverend") indicates ordination. 
 
From day one, Pastor Chris and I have "clicked," and she has fit into the unique culture of our church quite 
well. Although her responsibilities will primarily focus on youth ministry, she will also assist with worship, 
outreach, and other administrative tasks as assigned. I am overwhelmingly grateful for our faithful Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee (SPRC), and to our Administrative Board for providing the wisdom and prayer support 
needed to prepare for Chris' arrival. For the first time in my ministerial experience, I have the privilege of 
working with a full-time Associate Pastor. This is, in every sense of the word, a "God-thing!" 
 



But Greene Street was not finished! On August 16-17, we began our Capital Campaign. Our ministry 
strategist (Craig Miller) and I met with several leaders over the time span of these two days and ten-plus 
hours. Our leadership team was introduced in worship Sunday, August 21 when all were commissioned 
in prayer. Each plays a pivotal role in bringing the congregation together to rally around the vision of 
what God is calling us to become. As has been stated repeatedly, this campaign is not simply about 
raising money but a function of our discipleship as we place our resources, gifts, time, and talents 
before the God of heaven and ask, "What do you want to do through me?" 
 
Our campaign theme is "Where the Light Still Shines," 
which is a continuation of our previous campaign in 1997, 
"Where the Light Never Goes Out." After all these years, 
Greene Street continues providing a beacon of hope for our 
city as we reflect the light of Jesus. This is a faithful response 
to the clear call of Jesus, who turned to his disciples and said, 
"You are the light of the world" (Matthew 5:14). This Fall, we'll 
be looking at the various ways in Scripture God uses light to 
communicate something important about himself and his 
people. 
 
We have much to anticipate as we seek God's direction together. God has been faithful, and indeed, 
he will "provide for our every need according to his riches in mercy" (Philippians 4:19). These are exciting 
times in the life of the church, and I am humbled to share this historic adventure with each of you! 
 
Together with you in Christ, 
 
 
 
Rev. Kenneth A. Stewart 

Capital Campaign Leadership 
Pastor  
  Pastor Kenneth Stewart 
Coordinator  
 Jennifer Sweetman 
Chairpersons  
 Jane Salisbury 
 Gary & Linda Harbison 
Communications Team  
 Karen Kist 
 Nicole Heckaman 
 Ray Hare 
 Kristy Rochon 
 Sherry Heath 
Advance Commitments Team  
 Chris & Lita Clark 
Lead Gifts Team  
 Tom & Barb Hudson 
 
 

Prayer Team  
 Peggy Moorman 
 Debbie Fraizer 
 Jacki Lillicrap 
Youth & Children Team  
 Barb Hudson 
 Jason Frazier & Lindsay Lambert 
 Children's Minstry Team 
Gratitude & Ministry Team  
 Rachel Castle 
 Shaun Castle 
 Kristy Rochon 
 Eric Sweetman 
Celebration Team  
 Tawnya Gaier 
 Susan Hopkins 
 Lou Oakes 
 Linda Carter 
Connection Team  
 Pastor Chris Miller 



Ministries for Children 

Blessing of the Backpacks  

Our school year began with a blessing of 
approximately 60 backpack clad students on 
August 21st and with all students, teachers, 
administrators, cooks, custodians and bus drivers 
being lifted in prayer by their Greene St. family!  
Thank you to those who participated in the week-
long prayer vigil and to all who continue to support 
our children in so many ways throughout the year!! 

 

 

Third Grade Bibles 

All third grade students will be honored with a 
special gift on Sunday, September 11th, as they are 
introduced during worship and presented with 
their very own Bible.  Please contact the church 
office to confirm which worship gathering your 
third grader will attend. 

Family Day at the Farm   

It’s time for Autumn… football, chilly nights, raking 
leaves and time for farmers to harvest their crops!  
It’s also time for Family Day at the Farm!!  Please 
join your church family on Sunday, September 18th 
from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at the Stewart Family Farm, 
1897 Karr Road, Arcanum.  Our gracious and 
generous hosts for this very special event are 
Pastor Kenneth’s parents, Annette and Rex 
Stewart.  You’ll be able to climb up and sit upon a 
tractor and a combine, learn what products and 

items are made from wheat, corn and soybeans, 
and see where Pastor Kenneth grew up!  We’ll have 
a potluck, plenty of fun farming related activities, 
gain an appreciation of farmers and celebrate the 
harvest season!   

Pizza and table service will be provided by the 
Children’s Ministry Team.  Please bring your own 
drinks, chairs and a dish to share such as fruit, 
veggies or a dessert.  Please sign up in the Narthex 
or contact the church office by Thursday, 
September 15th. 

Cave Quest VBS Music and Mission 

The children really enjoyed singing the music this 
year at VBS and we have an opportunity to make 
an encore performance!  Let’s be ready to sing “He 
Is the Light” (#1 on the CD or digital download) 
during the 10:30 worship gathering on Sunday, 
September 18th!! 

During that special week in July, when Miss Jenny 
challenged the children to bring in $100 for this 
year’s mission project, no one expected this 
tremendous outpouring of love and generosity to 
occur: our VBS students and adults donated 
$1026.82 to be given to the Piqua Munch Bunch in 
memory of Noah Helman, who passed away 
January 29, 2016.  This worthwhile charity provides 
weekend snacks during the school year for children 
who are in need.  Piqua Munch Bunch was also the 
designated Bucket Ministry for July, and during the 
five Sundays of worship, our Greene St. family 
donated $654.83, making a grand total of  

$1681.65 !! 

Noah would have loved that these funds were 
given to a charity for children in his memory!  
Thank you to everyone who contributed and 
embraced this Bullseye opportunity to share the 
love of Jesus!!  

Kidz Worship 

Every Sunday, children are excused before the 
sermon for Kidz Worship, and may attend one of 
two classes:  children age five through Second 
Grade meet in the ABC room off the corner of the 
Narthex, and students in 3rd through 6th grade 
meet upstairs off the balcony in room 24.  During 
September we will be studying Joseph from the 
book of Genesis. 
Our Memory Verse for September is: “The Lord 
was with Joseph.” (Genesis 37:1-36)  Any child who 
memorizes the verse and recites it for Ms. Barb on 
Sunday mornings will earn a small prize! 



Thank You’s 

From the Daycare 

Director’s Desk: 

 

First Day Happy Faces and 

Filled with Excitement!  

Please pray for our 

school year.  Thank you. 

 

 

The Israel Experience! 

Walk Where Jesus Walked! 

November 28—December 7, 2017 

Hosted by Pastor Kenneth Stewart 

and Pastor Mary Haldeman.  Contact 

the church office 773-5313 for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

Conquering the Mountain of 

Grief 

Jamieson & Yannucci Funeral Home 

Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28, & Oct. 5 

6-8 p.m. 

Register by calling 773-3161 

Dear Greene St. 

Thank you so much for the 

wonderful gift you gave to 

Hallan. The blanket is not only 

useful but also beautiful. We 

have been so blessed by your 

kindness and love! 

Sincerely, 

The Hares 

 

Dear Greene Street Church, Pastor 

Kenneth and all the Funeral Meal 

Committee, 

Thank you so much for being there 

for our family during our loss of 

our mother. It is such a 

comforting feeling knowing that 

we have such a wonderful, caring 

church family. We were so blessed 

that we could hold our mother’s 

memorial service at our church.  

Thank you so much! 

Chris, Joyce, Kelsea, Kenzie 

Ellerman, Ruth, Paul, Angel and 

Jason Freeman, Jon and Laurel 

Butt and family 

 

Greene Street, 

On behalf of my mother, Virginia 

Gross, thank you for the altar 

flowers.   

Shirley Grabo 

September Kidz Worship Teachers 

Sep 4 Laura Jackson Barb Hudson 

Sep 11 Emily Shawler Barb Hudson 

Sep 18 Sue Hopkins Barb Hudson 

Sep 25 Michelle Underwood Jennifer Everett 



The Greene Street Design Team 

needs your help and 

participation in our worship 

themes for September – 

December, including Capital 

Campaign! 

  

We are collecting light bulbs, stringed 

lights, sockets, chain pull strings, 

light fixture parts and pieces – 

anything to do with lights – they do 

not need to be in working condition. 

This is for a soon to be unveiled 

artwork for an upcoming theme this 

fall! We are also collecting old, 

reclaimed wood pieces for upcoming 

artwork, as well as velcro wall 

hangers. We will not be able to return 

these items. 

  

The Design Team also would like to 

invite all Greene Street attendees to 

be a part of next month’s worship theme 

by loaning or donating any lanterns, 

floor candle stands, and white pillar, 

votive, or tea light candles. We also 

could use glass vases that will hold a 

candle and shepherd’s hooks that can 

stand on the floor without being driven 

into the ground. If you would like your 

items returned, please write your name 

or stick an address label to the bottom 

of your items. Candles will be burned 

and used during worship, so it is 

recommended that candles be given for 

donation only. 

  

Please give your items to Rachel 

Castle, or drop them at the drop 

station in the hallway. If you would 

like to purchase new items in support 

of worship design, receipts can be 

given to Sherry Heath for tax purposes. 

The team can also shop on your behalf 

if you would like to make a donation 

toward the art projects. All donations 

are tax deductible. If you have large 

items, or any questions, please contact 

Rachel Castle at 937-479-4345 to 

arrange for pick up and drop off. 

  

Thanks for your awesome support of our 

worship services! 

  

Small Groups and More 

Update on December 25
th

 

Outreach to our city 

Many traditions around the world 

celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Here in 

the United States we celebrate in 

church, with family and friends, good 

food and gifts.  However, at Christmas 

time there are many who feel very lost 

and lonely for a variety of reasons.  

Perhaps a loved one has passed or 

family is far away.  Maybe illness has 

struck or the family has fallen on 

hard times.  Whatever the reason, 

there are many who suffer at Christmas 

in silence.  We do not hear their 

cries of loneliness.  Christmas can be  

 

a difficult time for many.  Here at 

Greene Street Church we aim to invite 

the last, the lost, the least and the 

lonely to a time of celebration of our 

Lord’s birth.   Yes, we are inviting 

our city to worship with us at 10:30 

followed by a meal, music and activity 

on Christmas Day.  Many of you have 

committed to helping on that day for 

such a special outreach.  Thank you 

for sharing your Christmas and being 

the hands and feet of Jesus.  Plans 

are just starting to be made and if 

you turned in a green card you will be 

called.  We’ve not forgotten you! 

Mary Haldeman 



Group News 

From the pantry 

With summer winding down we look ahead 

to the needs of families for food and 

household items to get them through 

the costs and demands of school 

expenses and the upcoming 

holidays.  Your donations will help 

them get through these trying times.  

Did you know.. . . you can 

donate household items to the food 

pantry?   Items like soap, dish soap, 

detergent, toilet paper, feminine 

products, toothbrushes/toothpaste, 

etc. are not covered under the 

government assistance programs and can 

be quite expensive.   Your help in 

donating household items would be 

welcomed and appreciated.  

Looking ahead. . . in addition to 

feeding the hungry, it is also our 

mission to educate and help steer our 

clients towards the goal of being self 

sufficient.  To that end, the Food and 

Hunger team is considering putting 

together a series of cooking 

classes.   If you would like to be 

part of such a program (helping to set 

it up, conducting the classes, or just 

being available to help), please 

contact the church office.   More 

information will be presented during 

upcoming church services. 

Pantry Needs - The pantry is 

currently in need of breakfast and 

lunch items (i.e. cereal, tuna, 

lunchables, snack packs of chips, mac 

n cheese) . 

Garden Harvest – We extend a 

heartfelt THANK YOU to Mark and Mary 

Haldeman for their generous donation 

of produce  from their garden.  If 

you, too, have been blessed to have 

extras from your garden, we invite you 

to share the produce with our Food 

Pantry clients as the Haldeman’s have 

done.   It is truly a blessing that is 

appreciated.  

Clientele Breakdown for  

July = 143 total  

with 15 (10%) being new  

 

 

 

United Methodist Men 

United Methodist Men meet 

September through May on the 3
rd 

Saturday of each month. We have a 

homemade breakfast, fellowship, 

and a guest speaker covering 

various topics. Our objective is 

to serve the Lord which is funded 

by our fundraisers that are 100% 

given to church, families, and 

charities. All men are invited and 

if you have any questions please 

contact Bill Carter, Eric 

Sweetman, or the church office.  



Because We Are Family 

 

Greene Street Church 

Family -Ben & Jane 

Hiser, Joyce Ellerman, 

Brenda & Paul Rice, Al & 

Lois Erbes, Rita Ash, 

Chuck Woods, Stacy 

Patton, Ann Elliott, Jo 

Reed, Becky Kelly, Gary 

Harbison 

Friends and Family of 

Greene Street- Carol & 

Mike Jess, Sharon 

Barhorst, Jan Davis 

(Stilwell), Carol Wick 

(Harbison),  Maggie 

Campbell, Moira Datu 

(Mullikin), Adam Love, 

Kenleigh Evans 

(daycare), Rob & Jenny 

Guisinger (Gaier), Kim 

Smith (Moorman), Annette 

Stewart (Stewart), 

Pauline McNemar 

(Ellerman), Eddie Davis 

(food pantry), Jacob Cox 

(Heath), Dean Kerns 

(Elliott), Kathy 

Schwaiger (Taylor), 

Orville Coffey 

(Parshall), Looker 

Family , Alexis Long 

Military - Ron Cooper, 

Jed Cooper, Andy Pearson 

(Carter), Brian Pummill, 

Dasch Underwood, Clark 

Cripe (Elliott), Joseph 

Sherman (Shellenberg), 

Ben Datu (Mullikin), 

Kris Palsgrove (Ash), 

Devon Parshall 

(Parshall), James Riley 

(Gaier) 

Care Facilities - Piqua 

Manor: Dick Callison, 

Virginia Gross, Lois 

Erbes; Garbry Ridge: 

Barbara Minton, Jim 

Whetstone; Spring Meade: 

Martha Fraley; Lincoln 

Park Manor: Margie 

Trimmer; Dorothy Love: 

Ruth Brush, Gladys 

Mullen; Brookdale: Jane 

Flitcraft 

CONGRATULATIONS EXTENDED 

TO: 

 Congratulations! Molly 

Hudson and her husband 

David Prouty have 

welcomed their new son 

Isaac Pearson Prouty 

born August 2nd in 

Portland, OR. Welcomed 

by older sister Lila.  

Proud grandparents are 

Tom and Barb Hudson. 

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED 

TO: 

 We pray God’s comfort 

to be with Chris and 

Joyce Ellerman and 

family upon the death 

of his mother Lynne 

Butt on August 11, 

2016.  

 We pray God’s comfort 

to be with Fred 

Shellenberg and Miriam 

Robinson and family 

upon the death of their 

brother David on August 

16, 2016.  

 We pray God’s comfort 

to be with Jenny and 

Lee Pettit and family 

upon the death of her 

step-father David Legge 

on August 17, 2016.  

 

Birthdays 

1 Adam Heath 

      Payton Meckstroth 

2     Amanda Brown 

3  Amanda Ellis 

      Jeanne Ringer 

 Evelyn Stilwell 

4     Makenzie Ellerman 

5  Jim Meckstroth  

6     Phil Thomas 

7     Marilyn Marratta 

      Abigail Silvers 

      Mike Taylor 

8  Steve Collins 

      Brenda Rice 

9     Todd Lavey  

10  Arlys Fogt 

 Seth Heckaman 

 Jackie Pollock 

11  Ed Elliott 

12  Jennifer Everett 

15    Mary Grimes        

16  Ashley Everett 

 Lou Oakes 

      Phylis Otey       

17 Logan Peepels     

19   Nicholas Heath 

20  Dustin Brown 

      John Grear 

22   Hal Cain 

      Kim DeWeese 

      Griffin Reimer 

23  Brett Marrs 

      Eleanor Roberts 

26  Jamie Oldham 

 Bella Reimer 

27  Beth Collins  

      Edna Middleton 

30  John Cox 

Anniversaries 

3 Hannah & Michael 

Parshall 

4  Jerry & Arlys Fogt 

5  Kylee & Tyler Mann 

8 Joe & Toni Thompson 

9    Jim & Melissa Bennett 

11    Brett & Alice Marrs 

20    Michael & Megan Kline 

25  Marian & Ron Couchot   

27 Theresa & David 

McMillan 

29  Nick & Natasha Hite 

 Brenda & Paul Rice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
 

1 p 

Chrysalis 

Board  

 

4 
  

 

4 p TEEM 

5 6 
 

6 p Melody 

Men 

7 
 

6 p Girl 

Scout Troop  

6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

8 9 10 
 

9:30 a 

Basket Work 

Day 

6 p Girl 

Scout Troop  

11 
 

Third Grade 

Bibles  

4 p TEEM 

12 
 

Capital 

Campaign 

7 p Girl 

Scout 

Leader 

Meeting  

13 
 

Capital 

Campaign 

6 p Melody 

Men 

14 
 

6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

15 
 

 

 

6 p Girl 

Scout Troop  

16 17 
 

8 a UMM 

Breakfast 

18 
  

 

4 p TEEM 

19 
 

6 p Child 

Care Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 p SPRC 

Meeting 

20 
 

6:30 p 

Child Care 

Committee 

6 p Melody 

Men 

21 
 

6 p Girl 

Scout Troop  

6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

7 p 

Endowment  

22 23 24 

25 
  

 

4 p TEEM 

26 27 
 

6 p Melody 

Men 

28 
 

6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

29 30  

 

Unless otherwise stated . . . 

Sunday Schedules 

9 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship 

4 p.m. TEEM  

6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast 



Greene Street  

United Methodist Church 

415 W. Greene Street  

Piqua, Ohio  45356-2198 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Piqua, Ohio   

Permit No. 268 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


