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That Means It’s Our 2019 Backpack Drive !! 

While you are out and about this summer; please 
consider buying or donating a backpack (or two!) for 
Piqua’s school children in need. This is our sixth year 
and to date, we have donated 300+ new and gently 
used backpacks for all five Piqua City School buildings. 

God calls us to help others when we can and to love 
at all times; please help with our Random Acts of 
Kindness. When a child has so little and then suddenly 
receives a beautiful new backpack of their very own, 
the smile on their faces is unforgettable! 

You may bring the backpacks to the Narthex, we will have our hanging 
display ready to start hanging them up. I can also shop for you if it would 
help. I know sometimes it’s difficult to get out, call me at: 368-2357. 

Backpack info: Full size; even kindergarten children need a backpack that 
will hold a 9X12 school folder and a 
Chrome Book—Sturdy fabrics, tough 
zippers, gender neutral—(No wheeled 
backpacks please) 

Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

Any questions, please contact Susan 
Hopkins, 

Email: susanphopkins@gmail.com 



Greetings Greene Street! 

I hope this finds you well!  It is hard to believe but August brings with it the start to a new school 
year.  For the church, this means that we too get back into some regular routines. I want to 
invite you to consider a new routine for yourself this fall. 

Many of you know that in March we launched an eight week exploratory study on a particular 
kind of small group called the class meeting.  Please do not be thrown off by the title of the 
small group. There is no homework, book or bible study involved in our class meetings. Instead, 
the lives of the people are the content of the group.  We gather weekly to answer a few simple 
questions: 

Where have you seen or experienced God this week?  Another way we word this question is: 
How is it with your soul? 
Where have you shown or shared your faith this week? 
What are you struggling with this week? 

Sometimes, everybody in the group has an answer for all three questions.  Other times, it may 
only be one or two of the questions that we spend time on.  We open each week praying for 
concerns in our lives, our community and world. The bulk of the time is spent simply listening to 
others and how they are experiencing God on a day to day basis.  One way I like to think of 
the class meeting is that it presents us an opportunity to have our ears, eyes and posture 
attuned to the presence of God in our day to day lives. 

I will begin my second year of my Doctoral work this fall.  One of the components of that work 
will include surveying the congregation and I anticipate the bulk of that survey being centered 
on discipleship and our Sunday morning worship experience.  I absolutely believe that the 
community we are building during the week will greatly impact our worship on Sunday 
mornings. Because of this belief, I hope and pray that we might find a way for all of our church 
to be involved in a class meeting.   

If you are not already involved in a class meeting, I invite you to pray about carving out 70-90 
minutes a week to make yourself available to be in a class meeting.  If you are already 
involved in a class meeting, would you pray about who you would like to invited to join you in 
your group? 

We have four groups currently meeting: Tuesday at 1pm, Tuesday at 7pm, Wednesday at 6pm 
and Thursday at 7pm.  Each of the groups as of this writing have space to add people. Should 
you be interested in another time, I would be more than willing to find a way to make that 
happen.  Sunday evening? Monday evening? If you find yourself interested and would like to 
try a group out I would simply suggest finding a way to attend for six weeks. If after that six 
week period you find it is not for you, no big deal you can move on.   

I am praying that our class meetings will be a place where folks can know others and be 
known.  I am praying that the class meetings will be an incubator for deep and rich 
community. I am praying that the class meetings will be a great entry point for new folks to get 
involved and find community within our church.  Will you pray with me that our class meetings 
will lead to a renewed sense of discipleship, community and growth for our church? 

I look forward to seeing you soon! 

 
Peace 

 

 

Will Leasure, Pastor, Greene St. UMC 



 

 

Ministries for Children 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Backpack Sunday will be held on Sunday, August 18th. 
We want to send our students back to school with our 
prayers and blessings. All school aged children and youth 
are encouraged to wear or bring your backpack to the 
10:30 worship. You will be prayed over by your church 
family with a special blessing from God for the upcoming 
school year. Bring your cousins, friends, and neighbors so 
everyone will get their year off to the best start! 

Also on that day, children starting Kindergarten may 
begin attending Sunday School. ☺ 

Save the Date 

Third grade students will receive new Bibles on Sunday, 
September 8th. Please notify the office which worship 
service your third grader will attend that day. 

Sunday School 

Each Sunday during the 10:30 worship, children are 
excused before the sermon to attend Sunday School in 
room 24, upstairs off of the balcony. During the summer, 
students in Kindergarten through Sixth Grade will meet 
together in one class.  

This month we will study David and his family by reading 
stories from 1 and 2 Samuel and 1Kings. 

 

August’s memory verse is: “People look at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 
16:7) NIV  



Answered Prayers from the Food 
Pantry 

We are enjoying building relationships with 
the people who come to our food pantry. 

Some tell me they have been using the 
prayer booklet we gave them. On one day 
three people told me that because of 
prayer, they had found places to live. One 
man got a bonus because the previous 
occupant had planted a garden with a 
variety of vegetables. When harvest time 
comes, he said he would bring some 
produce to our pantry. 

A lady came and when I asked her how I 
could pray for her, she said pray that more 
people find Jesus. That request is certainly 
something we could all pray about. 

In the summer we see more children come 
with their parents. Please consider donating 
items to the pantry to help feed the children 
in our community. Our friends are very 
thankful for the food we provide. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

We are still collecting items to send to Love 

Packages: Bibles, Sunday School curriculum, 

Christina books and paperbacks, daily 

devotionals, magazines, CDs, DVDs, etc. The Love 

Packages ministry collects and sends these 

materials to missionaries and ministries around the 

world to use in their work furthering the gospel of 

Christ. 

Many people do not have access to Christian 

reading materials. I have read that each item is 

read by ten people. 

Please bring any items you have and place them 

in the box marked “Love Packages” in the 

Collection Center. 

Christmas Shoebox Project 

It will soon be time to pack our 50 shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse. 

These gifts will be distributed to children in over 114 countries around 

the world. 

Many families struggle to make ends meet so these shoeboxes are 

even more precious because they are rare. 

Operation Christmas Child is opening the door for believers around the world to start churches 

and hard-to-reach communities are hearing the Gospel, some for the first time. 

These are the items we can use: pens, pencils, 

notebooks, crayons, soap, washcloths, small toys such as 

balls or yo-yos, books, etc. 

School supplies will soon be on sale. Help us to win the 

world for Christ one shoebox at a time. 

 

We will also be putting together 100 Christmas gift bags 

for children of the families who use our food pantry. The 

same items will be used in these bags. We appreciate 

your help. 



Vacation Bible School 

What a joy it was to experience six 
days/evenings of our ROAR VBS! Sunday lunch was 
prepared by Miss Jenny with African animal themed 
items on the menu.  Wilson Hall, the Wall Wesleyan room 
and the steps leading downstairs were all decorated to 

make one feel they were on another continent. 
Children quickly engaged in the activities which 
were carefully planned including stenciling a t-
shirt, decorating a button and creating a 
passport. The evening sessions continued with 
inspiring music, entertaining Bible lessons, fun 
games and crafts, and yummy snacks, all of 
which were creatively linked to each day’s Bible 
point. The children learned that when life is 
unfair, scary, sad, good, and when life changes, 
God is good! 

Perhaps what generated the most awe was 
seeing the number of teenagers and adults who 
dedicated so much time and energy into 
preparing for and leading the week-long 
adventure! Many thanks to the following: our 
committed director Jenny Sweetman, who 
spent countless hours planning, organizing and 
producing; her personal assistant Lauren 
Sweetman; actor and media supervisor Eric 
Sweetman, Bible story leaders Holly and Jacob 
Jensvold; snack creators and servers Michelle 
and Patricia Taylor, Lexus Olding and Sharon 
Fogt; games leader John Grear and his 
assistants Donavan Taylor and Garrett Brewer; 
Imagination Station teacher Lindsay Lambert; 
preschool teachers Krystal Pritchett and Erin 
Monnier; official greeter Peggy Moorman; the 
many parents that stayed and helped in the 
groups; and student assistants Leah Vlahos, 
Katherine Haines, Anna Willoughby, Devon 
Sever, and Dylon Sever. 

Our church family generously donated many 
craft, decorating and snack items to make 

everything complete. Thank you to all for your loving hearts 
and enthusiastic commitment to guiding our children in their 
faith, and to help them realize that all the time,                 
God is GOOD!!  

 



We pray God’s comfort to be with:  

Gloria & Mike Tapp and family upon the death of his aunt on July 3, 
2019.   

The families of Karen Husa, Jack Cantrell, Hannah O'Leary, 
Robyn Davis, and Linda Larson who have all passed away in 
the past month. 

August Birthday’s 
1 Madison Beaver 
2 Maggie Pearson 
 Issac Prouty 
4  Bill Carter 
5  Natalee Heath 
7  Tate Adams 
    Tawnya Gaier  
8 Rowynn Henry 
 Lettie Meckstroth 
9  Debbie Frazier 
10  Carson Marrs 
11  Sherry Heath 
      Nikki Wiley 
12   Libby Elliott 
   Brooks Hartman 
      Amy Vosler  
13   Barbara Davis 
      Jordan Nichols 
      Adele Penrod 
      Adalynne Shawler 
14   Julie Bornhorst 
   Jim Heath 
      Rolland Wagner 
15  Betty Gary 
16   Shaun Castle 
      Jake Mohr 
      Emma Preston 
      Alexandria Preston 
18   Andrea  Marrs          
      Brandi Palmer 
      Thea Reas 
      Ronald Weimer 
19  Madison Brinkman 
21  Renee Clark 
      Alex  Pollock 
      Chloe Stewart 
 

22    David Brown 
        Kaitlin Peterman 
        Martin Pollock 
23    Marty Pollock 
        Kiara Reimer 
        Adam Seas 
        Dave Vosler 
24    Kylee Mann 
        Erin Monnier 
        Nicole Preston 
26    Nate Ellis 
        Steve Staley 
27     Kate Dolder 
     Mary Ann Minton 
28    Suzy Phillips 
29     Jade Stewart 
        Kathy Sweetman 
30     Laina Christy  
31     Dan Califf 
        Robyn Cooper 
        Jessie Ellis 
        Cael Liette 
        Evan Liette 
        Jim Sever 
    Robbie Wilczek 
 

Friends and Family of Greene Street– Aaron 
Anderson (Anderson), Marvin, Ashley Robinson, 
Susanne, Pam Hutson, Barb Monnin, Pam Howard (Ash), 
Rob Bornhorst (Bornhorst), James LaChere, Nancy 
Crane (Brogden), Madeline Davis (Califf), Debbie 
Deeter, Lora Eutsler, Lawrence Sullenberger, Wanda 

Herndon (Clark), Gary Johnson, Wayne Fischer, Ron Hocker (Collette), Ron 
Cooper (Cooper), Steve Davis (Davis), Dan Warnning (Elliott), Aaron Edwards, 
Bill Little, Ruth White (Frazier), Steve Bryiant (Gaier), Heather and Harper (Hall), 

Bill & Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Angie Shroyer, Ilene Root, Arianna, Dottie Root (Helman), 
Austin Lear, Karen Pickler, Charlie Hiser (Hiser), Judy Hatke (Hopkins), Elise Cox (Hudson), Mrs. Moon (Kelly), 
Evan (Kienle), Baby Karalyne, Nancy Maier, Olivia Bartley (Meckstroth), Vickie Buroker Chappie, Don 
Motter Jr. (Motter), Brock Smith (Oakes), Judy Wright (Pummill), Michelle Garber, Jill Hughes, Jennifer 
Weber, Rick Frantz, Jack Reed (Seas), Mike Jess, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow (Stilwell), Kamden 
Hughes, O’Leary family (Taylor & Seas) 

Greene Street Church Family – Ariana Barnhart, Edward Eidemiller, Peg Hance, Ben & Jane Hiser, 
Becky Kelly, Polly Leasure, Joanne & Don Motter, Jim Otey, Miriam Robinson, Darrell Seas 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark Cripe (Elliott), James Riley (Gaier), Jacob 
North (Haver), Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton Ketrow 
(Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, Mary Grimes; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush; 
Story Point: Jo Asher, Al Erbes, Rose Staley;  

The Prayer 

Place 

August Anniversaries 
2   Dick & Betty Clark 
   Ed & Lynne Eidemiller  
     Mark & Mary Haldeman 
   Jake & Morgan Mohr 
3     Ken & Jean Heath 
      A.J. & Paloma Marrs  
4   Jordan & Krystal Lawson 
6    Paul & Chris Miller 
7    Dan & Adele Penrod     
8   Jim & Phylis Otey 
10   Dave & Carol Palmer 
12   Dustin & Amanda Brown 
13   Kim & Brad DeWeese 
16   Brandi & Eddi Palmer 
17   Hal & Carol Cain 
21   Tom & Barbara Hudson 
      Jason & Mara Lambert 
      Cork & Lou Ellen Oakes 
25  Doug & Jacki Lillicrap 
27   Shaun & Rachel Castle 
      Lee & Jenny Pettit 
      Emily & Ian Shawler 
30   Nikki & Craig Wiley 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
7 Class 

Meeting 

2 3 

4 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

5 
6 p Daycare 
Staff Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

6 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

7 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

8 
7 Class 

Meeting 

9 10 

11 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

12 13 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

14 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

15 
7 Class 

Meeting 

16 17 
 

5 p Chrysalis 
Hoot 

18 
Blessing of 

the 
Backpacks  

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 

19 20 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

21 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

22 
7 Class 

Meeting 

23 24 

25 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

26 
 

 

27 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

28 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

29 
4:30 p Child 

Care 
Committee 

7 Class 
Meeting 

30 31 
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM 

Our team members met on June 26, 2019 for the main purpose of discussing Phase #2 of our 
Capital Campaign. This activity will be the renovation of the Narthex area. Prior to explaining the 
results of our meeting, I want to review with you what we have already accomplished during the 
Phase #1 project. As a team, we decided to proceed with the (1) Removal and the Replacement 
of the existing blue glass that was in front of the rooms on the 2nd floor. By doing this, we focused 
our efforts on achieving more light by installing clear glass to improve the lighting as well as 
focusing on being a Safe Sanctuary. Our next project was the (2) Installation of a new balcony 
railing to improve the safety for our congregation members and guests. We achieved this by 
raising the height to meet the Building State Code as well as having the design to be compatible 
to other areas of the church décor. 

Many ideas came out of our meeting on how to improve the Narthex appearance, brighten the 
entire area, and fulfill kitchen requirements and bathroom needs; we also had discussions related 
to room purpose and efficiency. Here are some of the ideas that we are considering: (1) Add one 
additional bathroom as well as renovating our existing bathroom which will now allow us to have 
two unisex bathrooms (2) Improvement of all lighting (3) Relocate kitchen or leave in the existing 
location (4) Removal and/or replacement of certain room ceilings (5) Necessary plaster and 
painting repairs (6) Understand and speak with members who use the rooms for their input and 
needs and (7) Maintain within  our capital campaign budget funds. 

These are only preliminary thoughts and ideas for improving the Narthex. I would ask that if 
congregation members have ideas, please share them with the associates of the Building 
Improvement Team. We will continue to have further discussions about how the Narthex can look 
and function properly as nothing has been finalized at this time...Thank You!! 


