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4th Annual Back Pack / Clothing Drive
In the past three years, Greene Street families donated 215 new and gently used back packs for our Piqua
City School children! What a joy it is to divide them up and take them to the each school in the fall. Your
generosity has been such a blessing and I hope to continue this drive for years to come.
Last year we added clothing to our drive after I heard the school nurses and secretaries plea for extra change
of clothes for the children after accidents. In our first year, we collected ten large bags of clothing that were
welcomed with open arms!
Children’s clothing info:
·

New or gently used boys and girls clothing, sizes small- extra large.
Elastic waist pants, shorts, tops and underwear.

Backpack info:
·

Gender friendly colors

·

Sturdy fabrics and good zippers to last the school year.

·
The packs need to be able to hold 9x12 folders used by kindergarten
students and up. (Some really little ones look like walking back packs!)
Thank you in advance for your help. We have children who have so little
and when they receive a nice backpack or fresh clothes to wear, the look
on their faces is wonderful!
Please bring your donations to Sunday services or to the church office. We
will have barrels in the Narthex to watch our collections grow.
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Greetings Greene Street Church,
I have thoroughly enjoyed journeying through the
Gospel of Matthew with you this summer. By the time
you read this, we will be down to the final five weeks of
our summer long series. I hope that as we’ve explored
Matthew’s gospel you have been encouraged and
stirred to grow deeper in your faith.
One of the pieces that has stuck out for me as I have
read through the Gospel of Matthew again is how Jesus
encourages us to be present. Being present is
important for our relationship with God as well as our
relationship with our friends, family and neighbors.
Jesus was present with the disciples as he teaches and
preached throughout the region. Jesus was present
with people as he brought healing and wholeness to
the world around him., Being present in each moment
and each day is a counter cultural endeavor.
To reject the hurried pace of the world to simply enjoy
the presence of God or a loved one is not how we are
steeped.
I mentioned a book in worship in July that I have found
to be stirring and thought provoking. The book is
called Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in
Everyday Life. The book is written by an Anglican
priest from Austin, TX named Tish Harrison Warren.
She ends the first chapter with these words:
“If I am to spend my whole life being transformed by
the good news of Jesus, I must learn how grand,
sweeping truths - doctrine, theology, ecclesiology,
Christology - rub
against the texture of an average
day. How I spend this ordinary day in Christ is how I
will spend my Christian life.” (24)

Small Group
Updates
Christmas Shoebox
Project
In 2016 Samaritan’s Purse
collected 11.5 million gifts
filled shoeboxes. Those gifts were delivered to
children in 104 countries.
At its heart, Operation Christmas Child is about the
impact of a simple gift delivered with the good News
of Jesus Christ into the hands of a boy or girl living in
the midst of poverty and despair. Many of these
children have never received a gift before their lives.
We are gearing up to fill 50 shoeboxes again this
year. Here is a list of items we could use:
Pens, pencils, toothpaste, tooth brushes,
notebooks, crayons, balls, dolls, small stuffed
animals, yo-yos, jump ropes, hard candies, lollipops,
mints, gum, t-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses or
anything you can think a child may like.
Please pray for the children who will receive
shoeboxes. Help us to win children for Christ, one
shoebox at a time.

From the Daycare Director’s
Desk: Summer Fun is Here!

I am challenged to be present every single day. To be
present to the movement of God in my life. To be
present with my family. To be present with my friends.
Most of what distracts me isn’t important, even if the
amount of time I invest in those distractions tells
otherwise.
What distracts you from being fully present with your
friends, your family and your neighbor? What habits
are you cultivating to be aware of God’s presence, even
in everyday life?
I pray that you’ll be distracted from your distractions
and be fully present in each day.
I look forward to seeing you soon!
Peace,
Will Leasure
Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC

Home Visitation Team Meeting
There will be a Home Visitation Team Meeting
on Tuesday, August 15th at 7:30 p.m. If you are
interested in learning more about this ministry,
please join us or call Brenda Rice at (937) 272-1109.

Ministries for
Children
four stories from the book of
Joshua, a prophet who led
the Israelites to the Promised
Land! August's memory
verse is: "But my family and I
will serve the Lord” (Joshua
24:15). Any child who
memorizes the verse and
recites it to Ms. Barb on
Sunday mornings will earn a
special prize!

Blessings for Backpacks! Once
again all school aged children and
youth are invited to bring/wear your
backpacks to the 10:30 Unveiled
Worship Gathering on Sunday,
August 20th!! You and your
backpack will be prayed over by
your church family with a special
blessing from God for the upcoming
school year. Bring your friends,
neighbors and cousins! Also on that
day, children who begin
Kindergarten may attend Kidz
Worship, and “new” third grade
students will be promoted to the
“older” KidzWorship class!

teens and adults joined her team,
and many children attended
throughout the week. The stairway
and entire basement were
transformed into a wonderland
where the kids discovered that
they're lovingly crafted by God for a
purpose. During this interactive
adventure, the kids became handson inventors and experienced God the ultimate Maker - in new and
wildly creative ways!

KidzWorship—On Sundays during
the 10:30 Unveiled Worship
Gathering, children are excused
before the sermon for KidzWorship
and may attend one of two classes:
children age five through Second
Grade meet in the ABC room off the
corner of the Narthex, and students
in 3rd through 6th grade meet
upstairs off the balcony in room 24.
This month our Bible study includes

Thank you to the following
volunteers who so lovingly
spend time with our children
on Sunday mornings:

Kidz Worship Teachers for August

Vacation Bible School— Our Maker
Fun Factory VBS was a huge success
again this year! Jenny Sweetman
was our awesome leader, lots of

Aug 6

Barb Hudson

Theresa McMillan

Aug 13

Lindsay Lambert

Paul Miller

Aug 20
Aug 27

Barb Hudson
Susan Hopkins

Linda Price

TEEM Student Ministry
(Teens Engaged, Empowered and Mobilized)

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS!
Exciting News! Our students are ready for more! It became apparent on
our mission trip in mid-June that the students want to know more and dig
deeper into the Word of the Lord! Because of this, it is time to start a
youth Sunday School class. This will be a time when students from 7th
grade through 12th grade can join to study and discuss weekly beginning
Sunday, September 10 at 9:30am in the youth room (in the loft) We will
finish at 10:15 in time to get them to worship! If you know a student who is
serious about growing in their faith and knowledge, tell them to come and
check it out! No sign-up is required and everyone is invited. Additionally,
we would like to have a few more teachers - curriculum will be provided. If
you want to know more, contact Pastor Chris today!

Capital Campaign Update

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM

The building exterior restoration remains on schedule while our church is proudly showing it’s
new character. Brian Bros continues to repair the water table, window sills, and work on
replacement of brick and tuck pointing. They have also started to paint certain areas of the
church on Greene and Caldwell Streets. Our committee has approved additional replacement
brick and tuck pointing due to areas that were found bad and were not part of their original
quotation.
Based on the current campaign funds, we will be awarding the following contracts to begin in the months of
August/September: 1) Installation of the canopies on Greene and Caldwell Streets 2) Removal and
replacement of four existing pieces of plexiglass covering the stain glass and frames on Caldwell St. These are
being replaced with new frames and laminate glass. This will eliminate the current problem of no air
circulation between the plexiglass and stain glass as the new frames will have vents to allow air movement. 3)
Refurbishing the Caldwell St doors and hardware and removing and replacing the current lead between the
individual pieces of stain glass in the four entrance doors. The existing stain glass will not be replaced as it is in
good condition 4) Removal and replacement of the Greene St entrance wood doors with extruded aluminum
frames and full length tempered insulated door glass. This will improve our safety concerns as you will soon be
able to see people while entering and leaving through the church doors. We will keep the old doors at the
church as we are considering using them when we renovate the Narthex area in the near future.
Other projects will be on hold based on our Capital Funds balance. Some of these are 1) Replacement of the
Wilson Hall windows 2) Church Communication Sign to be located at the corner of Caldwell and Greene
Streets 3) Exterior lighting by both entrance doors on Greene and Caldwell Streets and 4) Yard landscaping
including a vinyl fence to conceal the air conditioning units. Please keep in mind that this Capital Campaign
Fund is based over a 3 year time frame and it was decided that we were not going to borrow money to
improve and enhance the beauty of our church. As funds come in, will continue with these remaining projects.
Thank you,
Don Brown, Project Leader

Gratitude
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the
Dear Greene St. Church,
precious birthday cards. They
mean so much to me and I read I would like to thank you and
Peggy for the beautiful flowers;
them over and over again.
they brightened my day. I am
anxious to get back to church,
In Christ's Love,
but have a way to go yet as I
Martha Fraley
had a set back at the beginning
of July when I couldn’t get up
from the sofa. Took me about 6
Dear Greene Street Family,
hours to finally get up. Called
the surgeon and he said if it
I want to thank every one for
the prayers and remembrance happened again to call him
for Dick during his stay at Piqua right away. Do not want it to
Manor and his death. He was a happen again.
wonderful man and I was so
Miss coming to church and
lucky to spend all our happy
seeing everyone. Do not have
years together—I miss him so
to many visitors. Getting “Cabin
much!
Fever”.
I hope to get back to church
God Bless You All,
soon and see all of our friends—
Jane Hiser
you are all so special!
With much love,
Nancy Callison

Wednesday Afternoon Disciple Group
We are currently studying 1 Corinthians. In Chapter 11, Paul talks
about the Lord’s Supper. When the Lord’s Supper was celebrated in
the early church, it included a feast or fellowship meal followed by
communion. In Corinth the fellowship had become a time of
gluttony and excessive drinking rather that a time of preparation for
communion. Although the feast was similar to a potluck, there was
little sharing or caring. Paul condemned these actions and reminded
the church of the real purpose of the Lord’s Supper. He gave specific
instructions on how the Lord’s Supper should be observed:
1. We should take the Lord’s Supper with a repentant attitude
because we are remembering that Christ died for our sins.
2. We should take it after self-examination. We are to be prepared
and ready, doing it only through our belief in and love for Christ.
3. We should take it in recognition of Jesus’ act of love in taking
away the punishment we deserve for our sins.
If you want to dig into scripture and learn more about how we
should live as Christians, join us at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesdays in the
library.

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry
The food pantry has been a busy place
this past month. There are a lot of
hungry people in our area. For everyone
who comes to the pantry, there are
many more out there who don’t have
enough food.
We have had several people get jobs.
One lady who comes says that every
time she asks up to pray for something,
it is answered. God is listening!
Another lady works at a garden store
and has offered to bring us some bulbs
to plant. Another couple insisted upon
giving a small donation to help buy food
for the pantry.
I get a sense that our friends who use
the food pantry really appreciate the
help we are able to give them. After the
Post Office Food Drive, our shelves
were full. Now the supply of food is
dwindling. When you have 40 people
come each week and they each get a
pound of hamburger and nine items off
the shelves, it leaves an empty shelf.
This summer, please help us keep the
shelves full.
Peggy Moorman

FAMILY WORSHIP ROOM - COMING
SOON!
Over the last several months, we have
noticed a need for a space where families
with young children can sit outside of the
sanctuary to allow their children to move
around, be fed or rocked or to attend to
any of the many needs a little one has. We
have cleared a space in the loft where
families will be able to view the worship
and also hear the worship in a place where
children can be cared for freely. Children
are always welcome in the sanctuary but
for times when families feel the needs to
step out, this space will be perfect for
that! Our family worship room will
hopefully be fully ready in the coming
month! In the meantime, there is a glider
rocker and a clean, quiet space available
for use in that space but please
understand that it is not quite finished yet!

The Prayer Place
Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Chuck Woods, Ann
Elliott, Mary Pummill, Edward Eidemiller, Jo Reed, Don Motter, Mitch
Dilbone, Arlys Fogt, Darrell Seas, Rachel Castle, Steve Mullikin

Friends and Family of Greene Street- Mike Jess, Jan Davis, Joyce
We pray God’s comfort to be
with:




Family and friends of Mabel
Bragg, who passed away on
Tuesday, July 18, 2017.
Richard Donnelly and family
upon the death of his son Ross
on July 16, 2017.

We pray God’s blessings
upon :


Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Bob Blythe, Sharon Ford (Stilwell), Adam Love,
Jeremy Monroe, J.J. Landis (daycare), Angie Davis (Meckstroth), Wendy Beal,
baby Kate, Lauren & Chris Woodall (Hopkins), Tom Sanderson (Ash), Tracey
Clayton, Bill Weyant, Jim Burton, Angie Eller (Helman), Estele Heiner
(Woods), Vicki Reynolds (Miller), Aaron & Christy (Kaiser), Dean Kerns
(Elliott), Dwight Colvin (Taylor), Deb Lambert (Fraizer)

Military - Jed Cooper, Brian Pummill, Dasch Underwood, Clark Cripe
(Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Ben Datu (Mullikin), Devon Parshall
(Parshall), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Matthew Breisch (Stewart)

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Virginia Gross, Barbara Minton;

Brookdale: Lois Erbes; Garbry Ridge: Jim Whetstone; Spring Meade:
Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy Love: Ruth
Brush, Gladys Mullen;

The marriage of Ashley Everett
and Justin Bantz as they began
their life together, July 22, 2017.

August Birthdays
1
2
4
5
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

14
15
16

Madison Beaver
Issac Prouty
Bill Carter
Natalee Heath
Tate Adams
Tawnya Gaier
Rowynn Henry
Debbie Frazier
Carson Marrs
Sherry Heath
Nikki Wiley
Libby Elliott
Brooks Hartman
Amy Vosler
Barbara Davis
Jordan Nichols
Adele Penrod
Adalynne Shawler
Julie Bornhorst
Jim Heath
Rolland Wagner
Betty Gary
Shaun Castle
Holden Hare

Jake Mohr
Emma Preston
Alexandria Preston
18 Ginny Kaiser
Andrea Marrs
Brandi Palmer
Thea Reas
Ronald Weimer
19 Madison Brinkman
21 Renee Clark
Alex Pollock
Chloe Stewart
22 David Brown
Kaitlin Peterman
Martin Pollock
23 Marty Pollock
Kiara Reimer
Adam Seas
Dave Vosler
24 Kylee Mann
Erin Monnier
Nicole Preston
26 Nate Ellis

Steve Staley
27 Kate Dolder
Mary Ann Minton
28 Suzy Phillips
29 Jade Stewart
Kathy Sweetman
30 Laina Christy
31 Dan Califf
Robyn Cooper
Jessie Ellis
Cael Liette
Evan Liette
Jim Sever
Robbie Wilczek

August Anniversaries
1 Danny & Jo Reed
Kenneth & Tanya Stewart
2 Dick & Betty Clark
Ed & Lynne Eidemiller
Mark & Mary Haldeman
Jake & Morgan Mohr

3 Ken & Jean Heath
A.J. & Paloma Marrs
4 Jordan & Krystal Lawson
6 Chuck & JoAnn Asher
Paul & Chris Miller
7 Ray & Kara Hare
Dan & Adele Penrod
8 Jim & Phylis Otey
10 Dave & Carol Palmer
12 Dustin & Amanda Brown
13 Kim & Brad DeWeese
16 Brandi & Eddi Palmer
17 Hal & Carol Cain
21 Tom & Barbara Hudson
Jason & Mara Lambert
Cork & Lou Ellen Oakes
25 Doug & Jacki Lillicrap
27 Shaun & Rachel Castle
Lee & Jenny Pettit
Emily & Ian Shawler
30 Nikki & Craig Wiley

Unless otherwise stated . . .
Sunday Schedules
9 a.m. Liturgical Worship
10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship
4 p.m. TEEM
6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

1 p Disciple Bible
Study
6 p Melody Men

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
7 p Chrysalis
Hoot

6

7

8

9

10

11

1 p Disciple Bible
Study
6 p Melody Men 6 p Melody Men

9 a Chrysalis
Board

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
7 p Preschool
Orientation

4 p TEEM

13

14

15

16

17

18

1 p Disciple Bible
Study
6 p Melody Men

12 p All Church
Picnic

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

21

22

23

6 p Melody Men

1 p Disciple Bible
Study

24

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
4 p TEEM

27

4 p TEEM

19

7:30 p Home
Visitation Team

4 p TEEM

20

12

6:30 p Child Care
Committee

28

6 p Child Care
Staff Meeting

29

30

8:30 a
Newsletter
Folding

1 p Disciple Bible
Study

5:30 p at Alpha
Centery
6 p Melody Men

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

31

25

26
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Who: Everyone
(Greene
Streeters, family
and friends)
What: Family
friendly pig
roast, games, etc
What to bring:
Covered dish to
share, lawn chair
or blanket to sit
on (if you wish),
table service
provided

