
"Making disciples of Jesus who transform the world." 

August 2016 

 

Bummed about going back to school? We've got a solution! 

All students in grades 7 - 12 are welcomed to join us for 

an amazing evening with great music from four different 

bands and artists, including Doc Hero! We'll enjoy all 

the amenities of Fountain Park along with other games and 

fun surprises. Invite your friends for what's shaping to 

be an unforgettable night that is sure to help you forget 

about the first full week of school!  
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Backpack/

Clothing Drive 

2016  

We are in full swing for 

our backpack and 

children's clothing for 

Piqua's children. 

Please bring your donations of new or gently used 

backpacks, along with elastic waist shorts, pants, and 

underwear (children's sizes small to extra large) to the 

Narthex.  

The backpacks should be full size, sturdy fabrics to 

carry laptops and heavy books.  

Your support is appreciated more than words express. 

Every item helps our children in need. God Bless You! 

Susan Hopkins 

 



On the Cusp of History 

On July 7, the members gathered for our scheduled church conference heard many intriguing things about the 
state of our church. There were poignant questions asked and wonderful discussion related to our next steps as 
a congregation. Craig Miller, our consultant from Horizons Stewardship Company, presented the results from 
our recent Feasibility Study and Survey, and the feedback received was overwhelmingly positive. As a result, 
the voting members approved the launch of a $500,000 capital campaign, a vote that was affirmed by the 
Administrative Board July 11. We now stand on the cusp of a great initiative that will leave our mark for 
generations to come. 

 Here are some next steps for your consideration. Campaign leadership teams are now forming to oversee 
various aspects of the campaign. These leaders will be formally introduced in worship August 21. Because this 
is a primarily spiritual undertaking, we will find intentional ways of praying for this endeavor, hear 
testimonies of those whose lives have been changed by the good news of Jesus, and consider the work of the 
campaign as worship unto our God – the simple offering of our time, talents and treasure for the greatest work 
in the world – partnering with God to make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world. Our 
campaign will formally begin in worship Sunday, October 23 and extend through November 20. Although our 
commitments and campaign contributions will extend for a three-year timeframe, this critical five-week 
worship emphasis will help us understand our appropriate response to God’s abundant generosity in our lives. 

 Please begin praying for our leadership. Pray that we will be drawn even deeper into relationship with Christ, 
and that this crucial campaign will bring us closer to one another. Pray that the initiatives we are considering 
for building improvement will directly lead to greater outreach, increased impact, and more effective ways of 
bringing others into the presence of Christ. 

 As for our August worship theme, we will be discussing some of the cities with which the Apostle Paul 
ministered in the book of Acts. We will begin to see our own city as one in desperate need of reaching, while 
considering the crucial role each of us play in sharing the love of Jesus. Our theme will be called 
“Bullseye.” We look forward to grasping a better understanding of our city, which is our primary mission field, 
while carefully considering the primary needs that exist. Sometimes, our outreach efforts can feel like 
“shooting in the dark,” where we attempt to reach out in hopes that someone will be blessed without any real 
plan or without understanding the real needs. Bullseye will help us determine the kind of intentional things we 
can do to touch those around us with God’s love. 

 There are a several things we are looking forward to in August, and we want you to know about them! We 
have scheduled a membership class luncheon for Sunday, August 7 after the 10:30 am worship gathering in 
the Wall/Wesleyan room. New members will then be received in worship Sunday, August 14. The following 
week, we will encourage all students to bring their backpacks to worship for a blessing August 21. Finally, 
on Sunday, August 28, we will be hosting a Back to School Bash at Hance Pavilion with live music and other 
great activities at 6 pm for students in grades 7 – 12. Look for ways you can help bless the students of our city 
through this ministry event in the coming weeks. 

 As always, it is a privilege and pleasure to serve alongside you in mission and ministry. Thank you for your 
partnership at this critical juncture of Greene Street’s long and storied history, and for considering your role in 
what will certainly be a beautiful season of sharing God’s goodness and grace! 

 Together with you in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Kenneth A. Stewart 



From General Conference 

Sherry Heath worked as a recorder at 

the 2016 General Conference in 

Portland.  From Sherry: Each day the 

conference began with a worship and 

combined session.  On the last day I 

was present I heard this talented 

young lady speak from her heart about 

her experience letting God lead 

her.  There was not a dry eye in the 

session and her ability to bring her 

audience along with her was 

amazing.  No wonder she could inspire 

others to join her.  Her main theme 

was “no matter how young or old you 

are- you can make a 

difference.”  Enjoy!  

I am Hannah Foust and I am a 6th grader from 
Carmel, Indiana. In November 2014, I learned of a 
place called Burkina Faso, Africa. Burkina Faso is 
rated as the 3rd most miserable place on Earth. 
Water is scarce and death and illness are a part of 
everyday life. In fact, 1 in 3 Burkinabe children will 
die before their 5th Birthday. Most of these 
deaths are caused by water-born illnesses from 
water that is diseased and dirty. When I first 
learned about Burkina Faso, I instantly felt a 
responsibility to help the children there, like I was 
their older sister. I went to bed that night praying, 
God please tell me there isn't really a place like 
this! When I woke up the next morning, I knew 
God was calling me to build a well.  
 

In a truly poor country like Burkina Faso, there are 
no simple solutions to the poverty the people 
face, but clean drinking water can drastically 
change their lives. Clean water prevents illnesses 
and helps them grow food to feed their families. 
Can you imagine giving dirty water to your child 
to drink? Or bathing your newborn baby in a tub 
of filthy brown water? Water is something we 
take for granted in the United States, but WATER 
IS LIFE in Burkina Faso! 
 
Over the last 5 months, I have been working hard 
to raise funds to build a well. I have reached my 
first goal of $2000 to fund a well, which will be 
dug in Spring 2014! I am now working on a second 
well and I hope to be able to help dig a well next 
Spring when I visit Burkina Faso. 
 
Since starting my project, people of all ages have 
told me that I have inspired them to do 
something to help others. Some are helping 
people in Burkina Faso, others in different places. 
I have a hard time grasping that me -a 12 year old 
from Indiana- can impact so many! But it is not 
about me! It is about God using me to help and 
inspire his people! Sometimes, the worlds 
troubles seem too big for us to help, but I believe 
that TOGETHER, with Gods help, we can make a 
difference one day at a time, one village at a time, 
one life at a time. Not only in Burkina Faso, but all 
over the world! Will you join me? 



Ministries for Children 

Kick  off  your school year with a 

blessing from God! 

One of the most exciting Sundays of 

the year is approaching… Backpack 

Sunday will be August 21
st

!  During the 

10:30 Unveiled Worship Gathering, all 

school aged children are invited to 

bring/wear your backpacks and you will 

be honored and prayed over with a 

special blessing for the upcoming 

school year.  Bring your cousins, 

friends, and neighbors so all will get 

their year off to a great start! 

Also on that day, children who start 

Kindergarten this year may begin 

attending Kidz Worship, and “new” 

third grade students will move up to 

the “older” Kidz Worship class. 

The entire church family is invited to 

join a prayer vigil for the first week 

of school!  A sign-up chart will be in 

the Narthex during the month of 

August, or you may contact the church 

office to have your name placed on the 

list.  Please pick a day between 

August 21-26 when you might pray (from 

your home) that our children and youth 

will be blessed by our Lord Jesus to 

remain safe and healthy, that they may 

be guided in their learning, receive 

wisdom and strength, reminded of 

Jesus’ presence and power, and that 

they will show God’s love to their 

classmates and teachers so that their 

lives always honor Him. 

Kidz Worship 

Every Sunday, children are excused 

before the sermon for Kidz Worship, 

and may attend one of two classes:  

children age five through Second Grade 

meet in the ABC room off the corner of 

the Narthex, and students in 3
rd

 

through 6
th

 grade meet upstairs off the 

balcony in room 24.  During August we 

will complete our study of the Fruit 

of the Spirit. 

Our Memory Verse for July and August 

is: “The fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23)  

Any child who memorizes the verse and 

recites it for Ms. Barb on Sunday 

mornings will earn a small prize! 

Our Cave Quest VBS was a huge success 

again this year!  Jenny Sweetman was 

our awesome leader; many teens and 

adults joined her team and over 70 

children attended throughout the week.  

The stairway and entire basement were 

transformed into a wonderland of 

discovery and fun, complete with 

stalactites, stalagmites, and a bat 

cave! The lessons centered around 

Jesus, the Light of the World, who 

gives us hope, courage, direction, 

love and His power!   

This year’s 

VBS mission 

project was 

The Piqua 

Munch 

Bunch, a 

program 

which 

provides 

weekend 

snacks for 

local school children. On the first 

night of VBS, Ms. Jenny challenged the 

children to bring in more than $100 to 

be donated in memory of our friend, 

Noah Helman, who passed away in 

January of this year.  A fifth grader, 

Noah had regularly attended VBS in 

past years.  An extra incentive was 

offered that a leader would receive a 

pie in the face if the goal was 

reached.  Between the desire to honor 

Noah in a special way and to see 

leaders eat pie, over $500 was raised 

and the same amount was matched by the 

Helman family as “Noah’s share”.  To 

complete an amazing week, children and 

youth leaders together praised God 

during the 

Unveiled 

Worship 

Gathering by 

singing their 

favorite VBS 

songs, and 

four leaders 

received a 

pie in the 

face!!   

August Kidz Worship Leaders 

Aug 7 Lindsay Lambert Mike Taylor 

Aug 14 Laura Jackson Seth & Nicole Heckaman 

Aug 21 Natalee Heath Barbara Hudson 

Aug 28 Michelle Underwood Linda Price 



From the Director’s Desk: 

Isaiah 38:19 The living, the living, he thanks you, as I do this 

day; the father makes known to the children your faithfulness 

 

As the pictures will show this church is loaded with 

faithfulness.   We are so blessed to feel the love.  During the 

month of June and part of July the children have experiences 

they would normally not have.  They made 

pies from scratch with the help of Marj 

Stilwell, Jackie Pollock, and Sally 

Ellis.  Jeanne Ringer brought in her 

sewing machine and helped the children 

learn to sew a quilt.  The bucket money 

to date has given 19 children different 

field trip experiences.  Getting out into 

the parks is fun, however adding yoga 

with Amanda Brown makes it even more fun.  

Ministries for Children (cont.) 

A huge thank you to Jenny and all who 

stepped up to help decorate, donate 

food and craft items, volunteered to 

lead/teach/run/serve snacks, 

imagination station, games, and 

media!!  Also thank you to so many who 

gave generously to the mission 

project.  Your generous and loving 

hearts are very much appreciated!! 

Special dates to note for September:  

Third grade students will receive new 

Bibles during service on Sunday, 

September 11th.  Please notify the 

office which Worship Gathering your 

third grader will attend that day. 

We are planning a Family Day at the 

Farm to take place Sunday, September 

18
th

 from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at the Stewart 

Family Farm near Arcanum.   You’ll be 

able to climb up and sit on a tractor 

or two, learn what items are made from 

wheat, corn 

and soybeans, 

and see where 

Pastor Kenneth 

grew up!   

We’ll have a 

potluck 

dinner, gain 

an 

appreciation 

for farmers 

and all which 

they provide, 

and celebrate 

the harvest 

season! 



Christmas Market Update: 

Mark your calendar—Thursday, October 13, 10 a-7 p 

We need your help! 

Things you can start doing now: 

 Bring gently used kitchen items for the Kitchen 

Shoppe (we have a room to store these items (Rm 26 

on the balcony)—if you need someone to pick up 

your items, contact the church office) 

 Start canning / preparing summer produce for Country Store. 

 If you are interested in putting personal items for sale in a consignment 

booth, please contact church office by August 1st. We already have 1 mem-

ber interested! Hopefully there will be more so that we can have a con-

signment booth this year. Remember—this is a collaborative member booth.  

No charge for booth rental, 10% of sales go to Greene Street – you keep 

the rest. We probably need 3-4 interested members to have a booth. 

Thanks for your help. 

Small Groups and More 

Building Improvement Team 

Project Update 

Based on the recent approval of the 

Capital Campaign Fund, our project 

team will continue the following 

activities for the proposed renovation 

of our church.  (1) Continue to obtain 

and analyze our quotations from all 

contractors for the proposed projects 

based on renovation description, costs 

and schedule. (2) Prioritize our 

projects based on total campaign funds 

raised and overall needs (3) Develop 

an educational brochure on our project 

activities so that the congregation 

can see and understand our renovation 

plans.  

Any questions or comments that the 

congregation members may have, please 

contact any member on our team. Our 

next meeting is scheduled for August 

2, 2016 @ 3:45PM.  

Don Brown, Project Leader 



Praises 

 To Greene Street church members: 

On the food pantry shelves Wednesday were two chocolate cake mixes ready and 

waiting for our clients to come.  Those two boxes brought so much joy to the 

patrons that you must hear the stories.  Mid-way of the 22 persons visiting 

us was a fellow who was selecting his ten choices and with a huge smile he 

chose the cake mix placing it among his things,  He said that today was his 

granddaughter’s birthday and he was going to make a birthday cake for her and 

call her to come to his house to celebrate.  How sweet is that! 

Then one of our last visitors was E… who is always happy and upbeat.  She 

came in saying today was her birthday; she too got a cake mix saying she was 

going to make her own birthday cake.  Sweets for the sweet! 

Moments like this make the food gathering and money raising efforts seem 

easy.  We are doing God’s work among His people.  Thank you. 

Marj Stilwell, volunteer 



From Pastor Kenneth 

Along with being a husband and father, I am also a son and a brother to a wonderful 

sister who, along with her husband Shaun, drives from Dayton for weekly worship and 

frequent design team meetings. She shares her gifts with us in meaningful ways, 

investing her heart and soul into the life of the church. At the risk of bragging, I 

would like to take the liberty of asking you 

to join me in celebrating a recent 

accomplishment in her life as one of the 

prestigious recipients of Dayton Business 

Journal’s “40 Under 40” awards. Read below to 

find out more about who she is, what she 

does, and what she cares about (spoiler alert 

– Greene Street plays a prominent role!)…  

Name: Rachel Castle 

Job title: Director of Defense Programs 

Company: Dayton Development Coalition 

Age (As of May 20, 2016): 38 

Education: MS, Human Development, University of 
Dayton BA, Liberal & Professional Studies in English & 
Communications, Capital University Family: Husband - 
Shaun Castle, and two very spoiled 15 year old cats - Jaci & 
Jasmine 

Favorite food: Popcorn 

Favorite book: Callings: Finding and Following an 
Authentic Life by Gregg Michael Levoy 

Favorite musician: I could never choose only one! 

Favorite sports team: U.S. Figure Skating 

Who is your role model (and why): My brother, Kenneth 
Stewart, is my role model. He is humble, patient and kind, 
and just has this most amazing way of working with 
people. With him, it's always people first along with 
servant leadership. I try to emulate that. 

When you were a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up? An Interior Designer and Entrepreneur. I started 
pulling tear sheets and reading Architectural Digest and 
House Beautiful when I was nine! 

If money didn't matter, what would you do for a living? 
Interior design & real estate flipping with a retail space 

What drives you to succeed? Knowing that God has put 
me here for a reason - finding it, fulfilling it, making a 
positive difference 

What do you consider your most important career 
accomplishment so far? Finding new ways to do business 
through private\/public partnerships between the military 
and the community - helping people work together and 
think differently as we lean into the future 

What is your number one career goal for 10 years from 
now? To own my own business 

What is the most important thing on your bucket list right 
now? Financial independence 

What advice would you give to other young up-and-
comers? Follow your heart by letting your dreams speak 
louder than your fears 

What is your greatest fear? That I will run out of time to 
accomplish all of my goals 

What charity or nonprofit do you support most and why? 
Greene Street United Methodist Church in Piqua, OH. I 
support this organization because it truly makes a 
difference in people's lives and in the community by 
providing a place to belong and to contribute, and by 
supporting numerous causes with a local to worldwide 
impact in everything from feeding the hungry to 
eradicating malaria. Greene Street is also the place where, 
as a team of artists/writers/musicians/designers, we get to 
bring abstract concepts to life through our Worship 
Design Team. It's an amazing collaborative and creative 
experience! 

What is the biggest challenge facing young professionals 
in the modern workplace? I think it's hard to generalize for 
an entire group. For me, it was finding my place in the 
professional landscape and the right career opportunity to 
get planted. Once that happened, advancement was 
much smoother, but that initial plant was very, very hard. 
Federal Civil Service is extremely competitive. Even with 
an Internship and strong track record, competing against 
older, more experienced workers to try and get that initial 
chance to enter the workforce was the most difficult. 

What does Dayton need to do to better attract and retain 
more young talent? So much work is already being done 
through really great organizations committed to young 
talent, and in developing work, play and living spaces that 
attract this group. Anytime we can add Internship 
opportunities, it's a win for everyone. 

What is your favorite vacation place? Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville, NC 

Tell us something that a lot of people who know you may 
not even know: I grew up on a family farm, and was in 4-H 
for 10 years raising market hogs and doing home 
economics projects. I can drive a John Deere combine, 
weld, and do general farm work. Stewart Farms in 
Arcanum, OH, is my family's legacy of five generations. 



Thank you! 

Thank you everyone for your prayers, cards, and concern. I'm thankful 

to be home and improving from the hospital. God is good and I'm 

thankful for your encouragement. Your prayers and notes are a great 

healer.  

Sincerely 

Annette Stewart 

Kenneth and Rachel's mom 

 

Thanks so much for the Birthday cards I received. It’s precious to be 

remembered. I am grateful for the chimes each month. I read it from 

beginning to the end with out stopping.  Thanks to Rev. Kenneth 

message “I am Beloved, and the rest is details”. Amen! 

Martha Fraley 



Because We Are Family 

 

Greene Street Church 

Family -Ben & Jane 

Hiser, Joyce Ellerman, 

Brenda & Paul Rice, Al & 

Lois Erbes, Rita Ash, 

Chuck Woods, Stacy 

Patton, Ann Elliott, Jo 

Reed 

Friends and Family of 

Greene Street- Carol & 

Mike Jess(Stilwell), 

Carol Wick (Harbison),  

Maggie Campbell, Moira 

Datu (Mullikin), Casey 

Evans, Adam Love 

(daycare), Rob & Jenny 

Guisinger (Gaier), Kim 

Smith (Moorman), Dave 

Legge (Pettit), Annette 

Stewart (Stewart),  

Military - Ron Cooper, 

Jed Cooper, Andy Pearson 

(Carter), Brian Pummill, 

Dasch Underwood, Clark 

Cripe (Elliott), Joseph 

Sherman (Shellenberg), 

Ben Datu (Mullikin), 

Kris Palsgrove (Ash), 

Devon Parshall 

(Parshall), James Riley 

(Gaier) 

Care Facilities - Piqua 

Manor: Dick Callison, 

Virginia Gross; Garbry 

Ridge: Barbara Minton, 

Jim Whetstone; Spring 

Meade: Martha Fraley; 

Lincoln Park Manor: 

Margie Trimmer; Dorothy 

Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys 

Mullen; Brookdale: Jane 

Flitcraft 

CONGRATULATIONS EXTENDED TO: 

 Blaise and Krysti 

Underwood with the birth 

of their daughter, Ryan, 

on June 30. Michelle 

Underwood is the blessed 

grandmother.   

 Moira and Ben Datu with 

the birth of their 

daughter, Eleanor 

Kathleen , on  July 2. 

Proud grandparents are 

Valerie and Steve 

Mullikin.   

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO: 

 Jim and Melanie Sever and 

family upon the death of 

his grandfather Earl F. 

Sever Jr. on July  3, 

2016.   

 Jim and Sherry Heath and 

Ken and Jean Heath 

families upon the death of 

their brother Greg Heath 

on July 6, 2016.   

 Friends and Family of John 

Brinkman who passed away 

Thursday, July 21, 2016. 

 Friends and Family of Jody 

Montgomery who passed away 

on Sunday, July 24, 2016. 

 Family and Friends of Jim 

Peltier who passed away on 

Tuesday, July 26, 2016. 

  

Birthdays 

1     Madison Beaver 

4     Bill Carter 

5     Natalee Heath 

7     Tate Adams 

      Tawnya Gaier  

      Jillian Oldham 

8     Rowynn Henry 

9     Debbie Frazier 

10    Carson Marrs 

11    Sherry Heath 

      Nikki Wiley 

12    Libby Elliott 

      Amy Vosler  

13    Barbara Davis 

      Jordan Nichols 

      Adele Penrod 

      Adalynne Shawler 

14    Jim Heath 

      Rolland Wagner 

15    Betty Gary 

16    Shaun Castle 

      Holden Hare 

      Emma Preston 

      Alexandria Preston 

18    Andrea  Marrs          

      Brandi Palmer 

      Thea Reas 

      Ronald Weimer 

19    Madison Brinkman 

21    Renee Clark 

      Alex  Pollock 

      Chloe Stewart 

22    David Brown 

      Kaitlin Peterman 

      Martin Pollock 

23    Marty Pollock 

      Kiara Reimer 

      Adam Seas 

      Dave Vosler 

24    Kylee Mann 

      Erin Monnier 

      Nicole Preston 

26    Nate Ellis 

      Steve Staley 

27    Mary Ann Minton 

28    Suzy Phillips 

29    Jade Stewart 

      Kathy Sweetman 

30    Laina Christy  

31    Dan Califf 

      Robyn Cooper 

      Jessie Ellis 

      Cael Liette 

      Evan Liette 

      Jim Sever 

    Robbie Wilczek 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

1 Danny & Jo Reed 

   Kenneth & Tanya Stewart 

2 Ed & Lynne Eidemiller  

   Mark & Mary Haldeman 

3  Ken & Jean Heath 

   A.J. & Paloma Marrs  

4  Jordan & Krystal Lawson 

6  Chuck & JoAnn Asher 

7 Ray & Kara Hare 

   Dan & Adele Penrod     

8  Jim & Phylis Otey 

12 Dustin & Amanda Brown 

13 Kim & Brad DeWeese 

16 Brandi & Eddi Palmer 

17 Hal & Carol Cain 

21 Tom & Barbara Hudson 

   Jason & Mara Lambert 

   Cork & Lou Ellen Oakes 

27 Shaun & Rachel Castle 

   Lee & Jenny Pettit 

   Emily & Ian Shawler 

30 Nikki & Craig Wiley 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

3:45 

Building 

Improvement 

Project 

6 p Melody 

Men 

3 
 

6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

4 5 6 

7 

11 a 

Membership 

Class 

4 p TEEM 

8 9 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

10 
 

6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

11 12 13 
 

5 p 

Chrysalis 

Board  

7 p 

Chrysalis 

Hoot 

14 

Membership 

Sunday 

 

4 p TEEM 

15 

6 p Child 

Care Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 p 

SPRC 

Meeting 

16 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

17 
 

6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

 

18 19 20 

21 

BackPack 

Sunday 

 

4 p TEEM 

22 

 

6:30 p 

Child Care 

Committee 

23 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

24 
 

6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

25 26 27 

28 

 

Back 2 

School Bash 

 

29 30 

5 p Alpha 

Center 

6 p Melody 

Men 

31 

 
6:30 p 

Disciple 

Bible Study 

6:30 p 

Praise Team 

   

 

Sunday Schedules 

9 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship 

4 p.m. TEEM  

6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast 

Unless otherwise stated . . 
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