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Mission Trip
Greetings Greene Street church!
I want to share with you a bit about the
youth mission trip. While on the trip to
Gatlinburg with the youth, the opening
night of worship included a message on
Hebrews 12:1-2. I was familiar with this
verse, but it struck me as I heard it read
that night for the first time in a while.
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings
so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before
us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of
the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat at the right hand of the
throne of God.”
-Hebrews 12:1-2
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The middle section in particular stood out to me,
encouraging us to set aside sin and to run with
perseverance with our eyes fixed on Jesus. The
generosity of Greene St. stands as an example of
looking to Jesus for inspiration. I am so grateful to
each of you who supported the youth mission trip this
year whether through finances or prayer. Your
faithfulness created a way for 10 folks to go and serve
Jesus together over the course of a week.
We served an area about 45 minutes northwest of
Gatlinburg. In particular, we worked in a trailer park
village painting, landscaping and doing general
maintenance. The kids were unbelievable workers as
you can see from the pictures!
I want to encourage you to take some time this
summer and meditate on those verses from Hebrews.
What would it look like for you to “lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely?” What would
it take for your vision to be recalibrated and focused
on Jesus? I have decided that this verse is worthy of
dedicating to memory. I invite you to join me in this
effort this summer. Put it on your phone, write it on a
post it note and place it somewhere prominent,
whatever works for you.
I hope and pray that you are having a wonderful summer and I look forward to seeing
you soon!
Peace,

Will Leasure
Pastor, Greene St. UMC

Ministries for Children
Each Sunday during the 10:30 worship, children
are excused before the sermon to attend
Sunday School in room 24, upstairs off of the
balcony. During the summer, students in
Kindergarten through Sixth Grade will meet
together in one class.
This month we will study families of the Old
Testament by reading stories from Genesis about
Abraham and Sarah and their son Isaac.
July’s memory verse is: “I will make your name
great, and you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2)
During June the children helped put together
treats for the gentlemen in worship on Father’s
Day, and for our friends in the Military.

Food and Hunger Team
A BIG thank you to all those who answered the call for “kid approved” foods. We continue to ask
for those donations of breakfast cereals, hot dogs, burgers, buns, ketchup, relish and mustard to
help parents provide those meals that are eaten at school during the other nine months of the
year.
Volunteer Focus - Meet Becky Kelly
I started in our pantry a year or so ago. I have volunteered at other pantries in the past and feel I
can relate to what some of our pantry friends are going through because I was there years ago,
and know how hard it is.
I believe this is a small area in my life where God wants me to be. I
understand what it is like to feel belittled for having to ask for help. I
now want to be an example of what God's love is, showing that no
matter what someone may be going through, nothing is too much for
God. Having God, provides peace, comfort and understanding. The
more I show God shining in my life through my actions, the more I pray
I can break through the hurt and disappointment our pantry friends
are going through and support them through prayer and the small
things we are able to do for them.
For the past year, I have been taking courses for my certification as
Lay Servant, eventually going into Lay Ministry. I feel lead to become
involved with Nursing Homes, Disaster Victims, Speaking with Teens,
and Prison Ministry. God has given me a voice to use in his behalf and
provided me with the gift of a wacky sense of humor and "somewhat"
decent vocal ability. LOL
There are so many wonderful memories God has given me! My first
memory was taken place in the tiny United Methodist Church I was
raised in. Before Mother and Daddy divorced, both sides of my family filled up the wooden pews
in the tiny church. I was close to the oldest of all the cousins and, since Mother and Grandma was
S.S. teachers and leaders in Jr. Church, I was their assistant. I remember my first solo when I was 3. I
sang "The Lord's Prayer" acapella and Mom sat in the front row as my coach. My latest memory
was with my Daddy. He and I sang duets all the time, even if sometimes it was over the phone.
The day before he slipped into a coma, Daddy's eyes were shut and he made little sense. At
some point without even thinking, I started to sing "Amazing Grace”, his favorite song to sing with
me. As soon as I started, his deep voice belted out just as clear as ever, not missing a note! Our
voices echoed through the halls of the nursing home. God gave us the wonderful gift of our last
Father/Daughter duet on earth. "God is good ALL the time and ALL the time God is good!"

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry
When people come to our food pantry, I ask them how I may pray for them. I usually get answers
like health, finances, needing a job, pray for those who are addicted, etc. So I put together (with
Jennifer’s help) a booklet of prayers including these and other topics. When I get their prayer
request, I give them a booklet and tell them I will pray and they can pray and we will compare
notes the next time they come.
I talked to one lady and gave her a booklet. While she was in line she got a call that a job she
had applied for was no longer available. This job would have replaced two part-time jobs. As she
was leaving she shared with me that as soon as she got the call, she pulled out her booklet and
started praying.
Several of our friends have gotten jobs this past month. One lady told me that God had found her
a place to live.
Many friends asked that I pray for those affected by the tornadoes.
It is my hope that our friends will use the prayer booklet and be drawn closer to Jesus.
Peggy Moorman, CLM

West Ohio Annual Conference 2019 Report
Two thousand four hundred and ninety-seven clergy, laity, spouses and guests attended this
year’s church conference, and I was pleased with what was accomplished by the clergy and
lay delegates of the 50th session of the West Ohio Annual Conference. Even more so, I was
proud of how we completed our work and how we interacted with one another. It was
refreshing to see God’s children discussing, debating, and sharing differing opinions. I
appreciated how kind we were to one another while waiting in lines, sharing tables in
restaurants, and helping each other as we evacuated Hoover Auditorium because of a tornado
warning.
Numerous reports from committees and task forces charged with monitoring and improving
pastoral care and church operations were shared. The Rules Committee proposed changes in
voting rules and additional nominations were accepted from the floor (passed). The Committee
on Immigration shared what is happening in southern Ohio and the Nominations Committee put
forth slates for both general church operations and the Wesley Foundation (both
accepted). The Trustees reported the Conference Center in Columbus is completed; there are
no scheduled sales of church property; five churches have been or are scheduled to be closed;
our investments have rebounded somewhat; and as of Monday, June 3, the Conference is debt
free (accepted). The four-step process for churches wanting “disaffiliation for reasons of
conscience” was defined. Church conferences lead by a district’s superintendent,
congregational approval by at least 2/3 of the congregation, payment of 2 years’ worth of
apportionments and the unfunded amount of the current pastor’s retirement, and final
ratification of the Conference will be required (understood).
The Resolutions this year were five in number, all general in nature. Resolution 1 provided budget
information and supported the conference missional commitment to better help churches meet
their local needs. This resolution proposed an additional 2.5% reduction in apportionments for
the 2020 year to be added to the 10% reduction of 2019. Also, it was shared that the West Ohio
Conference maintains a healthy reserve and has no debt as of Monday, June 3 (passed).
Resolution 2 described changes in pension and health benefits for clergy, church workers and lay
employees. It included but was not limited to health care for both active and retired clergy,
disability income and health savings plans, rental/housing allowances for retired and/or disabled,
moving expenses, and employee assistance programming (passed). Resolution 3 covered
equitable compensation and recommended an average increase of 2% for all elders and
deacons in full-time appointment, provisional elder- and deacon-track appointees, and licensed
local pastors in full-time appointment (passed). Resolutions 4, and 5 addressed changes in
language related to context of ministry and annual licensing for local pastors (both passed to be
forwarded to the General Conference).
The election process for delegates and alternates to both jurisdictional and general conferences
was the only event for Tuesday. We spent nearly 13 hours voting to elect 14 delegates each for
clergy and laity. Four alternates for jurisdictional conference were also elected for both clergy
and lay representation. Clergy elected 1 evangelical and 6 centrists/progressives delegates for
each of the two conferences while laity elected 8 evangelicals and 6 centrists/progressives.
Alternates for both clergy and laity were more evenly defined. It was a long day, but we were
resolved to complete the process in one day because the voting machines cost $20,000 per
day. The cost savings were nearly $100,000 from past years when delegate selections were
necessary, and voting spanned throughout the week.
As usual, the worship services were rich in music, liturgy and sermons delivered. The primary
speakers emphasized our annual theme, Hope, and how we needed to get back to our mission
and move away from the divisive win-lose attitude some of us seem to be harboring. We were
reminded by Bishop Palmer, in strong terms, that our mission is to make disciples of Christ and not
to fight among ourselves. He was firm when defining his expectations of the body, and we
understood and acted accordingly.
Each year I see fewer familiar faces as the “old guard” retires and/or dies. This year several
retired pastors came to the conference to be certain their votes were counted. Jack Chalk and
Chip Koch were there. I also saw Ann Baird from Troy, Jason Moore, Lisa Ellison, Kenneth Stewart,
Jon Morgan and friends from my years staying in the Kettlewell house. Of course, I caught both
Ed and Will for brief conversations. Maggie Sykes, a colleague from my Edison days, was
ordained as a full-elder. It was great; they all looked good and sent their greetings to friends at
Greene Street.
Respectfully submitted,
Jane Salisbury

From Kim Smith:
Enjoy this testimony from a friends who
recently visited us in Liberia!
"My son and I spent 2 weeks in Liberia
earlier this year to serve alongside our
friend Kim Smith, and to meet in person
the Wordsower Liberia team, with whom
we have been partnering in prayer and
support. The thirst we noticed in the
people who don’t know God for the
message of salvation, and of those who are Christians for sound teaching
was remarkable. God has been providing both the missionaries to
remote villages to preach the Gospel and sound teaching through the
WSL Bible Institute and printing press. We met Augustine, a former warlord
trainer of child soldiers, and Ojuko a former child soldier, recruited when
he was 12 years old. Both were deeply marked by the atrocities of the
long civil war, and were reached by God through Kim in bars where they
attempted to drawn the pain after the war was over. They both are
walking in the light and reaching former war companions with the
Gospel. At the WSL base in Zwedru we spent time with hard working men
and women who excelled in their service, from preparing the food for
70+ people, to going on long journeys in motorcycles or teaching in the
Bible Institute. We noticed that it did not take much time after coming to
Christ for many of the emerging missionaries to start making disciples who
made disciples, who made disciples. Overall, the manifestation of the
power of God to save and transform, and the fruitfulness of the
evangelism and discipleship were as vivid a picture of the New
Testament as we have ever witnessed. We were blessed beyond words
during our time in Liberia. We are thankful to our God who is mighty to
save, and is listening to many prayers for His missions around the world.
We are thankful for our brothers and sisters serving faithfully at WSL and
for many who are praying and supporting this ministry in the US."
~Ana deCarvalho

Participate with us in
Praise and prayer:
 Praise!! 20 former
Muslims are now
Christian as our
Grand Cape Mount
team lives and
ministers among the
unreached Vai,
Gola and Mende
Muslim tribes.
 Continue to pray for
our first indigenous
missionary team
that has been sent
to Capemount
County. They are
surrounded with
three Muslim
unreached tribes.
 Praise! We have
leased an
abandoned mission
compound in Ivory
Coast and now
have a base and
team there. Their
main goal is to go to
the 36 unreached
tribes of over 7
million.

The Greatest Journey Making Disciples by the Millions—Samaritan’s Purse
Every year, Samaritan’s Purse delights millions of children around the world by delivering shoebox
gifts packed by people like you through our Operation Christmas Child project. As exciting as it is
to bring the joy of Christmas into a barrio, a mission hospital, or a refugee camp, the story doesn’t
end with the shoebox—that’s just the beginning.
Samaritan’s Purse launched a follow-up discipleship program called The Greatest Journey, a 12lesson series that churches use to teach Bible stories, memorize Scripture, and become soulwinners in their communities. We praise God that nearly 9 million boys and girls in 124 countries
have made decisions for Christ through the Greatest Journey. That’s something only God can do.
I’d love to tell you some of the ways God is using graduates of The Greatest Journey to make
disciples, change their world, and multiply the Gospel impact of shoebox gifts.
Let’s start in the Middle East with a little girl that we’ll call Selda. Her family fled from fighting in
their homeland and are living as refugees. They settled in a place where Samaritan’s Purse is
working with local believers to provide relief to families in need. Selda received a shoebox gift
from Operation Christmas Child at a local church and enrolled in The Greatest Journey. We praise
God that 37 of the 40 children in her class came to faith in Jesus Christ.
Selda then had the joy of leading her mother and father to faith in Jesus. That angered some in
her extended family, and they came and challenged her. Selda courageously asked to share the
Gospel with them and the Lord used her bold witness to lead them all to Christ. Even as militants
came and threatened her family, they repented and accepted Jesus after they heard her
testimony! In the midst of so much danger, 52 individuals have come to saving faith through one
brave little girl who completed The Greatest Journey.

The Prayer
Place

Greene Street Church Family –Ariana Barnhart,

Edward Eidemiller, Betty Gary, Peg Hance, Ben &
Jane Hiser, Becky Kelly, Polly Leasure, Joanne &
Don Motter, Jim Otey, Miriam Robinson, Darrell Seas

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Marilyn, Marvin, Ashley

Robinson, Judy Smith, Diane and Jim, Susanne (Ash), James LaChere
(Brogden), Madeline Davis (Califf), Debbie Deeter, Lora Eutsler (Clark),
Gary Johnson, Gene Schuster, Wayne Fischer, Ron Hocker (Collette), Ron Cooper (Cooper),
Steve Davis (Davis), Dan Warnning (Elliott), Betsy Manson (Ellis), Aaron Edwards, Bill Little (Frazier),
Steve Bryiant (Gaier), Bill & Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Angie Shroyer, Ilene Root
(Helman), Austin Lear (Hiser), Judy Hatke (Hopkins), Baby Karalyne (Meckstroth), Vickie Buroker
Chappie (Motter), Robyn Davis (Penrod), Judy Wright (Pummill), Michelle Garber, Jill Hughes,
Jennifer Weber, Rick Frantz (Seas), Mike Jess, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow, Linda Larson
(Stilwell), Kamden Hughes (Taylor & Seas)

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark Cripe (Elliott), James Riley (Gaier),
Ben Datu (and family in Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman
(Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Jo Asher,
Al Erbes, Rose Staley;

We pray God’s comfort to be with:
Deb and Paul Haver and family upon the death of his sister.

1- Linda Harbison
Joe Thompson
2- Jason Frazier
Megan Sweetman
3- Devon Sever
Dylon Sever
4- Chris Smith
5- Doug Sweetman
6- Avery Marrs
Wyatt Marrs
Keri Scott
7- Lauren Collins
Marin DuBois
8- Becky Doak
Mike Tinkler
9- Ryan Teale
11- Jason Jensvold
Beth Reimer
12-Bethannie Dolder
Kasey Jo Marrs
13-Jacob Jensvold
14-Chuck Alexander
Mary Haldeman
Rick Kist

15-Kendall Grunkemeyer
Mary Pummill
16-JoJo Marrs
Lisa Seas
17-Scott Little
Don Smith
18-Kacey Gambill
Kai Palmer
Megan Pettit
19-Gemma Farris
RJ Monnier
20-Janet Smith
21-Brock Smith
22-Cohen Brown
23-Cork Oakes
24-Ronnie Cooper
Pat Smith (Clark Ave.)
25-Pat Smith (Forest Ave.)
26-Westin Marrs
Carol Palmer
28-Jenna Larger
Corbin Meckstroth
Steve Mullikin
29-Isaac Drzewiecki
Jocelyn Reimer
30-Joan Beck
31-A.J. Marrs
Fay Shoemaker
Bob Smith

5- Greg & Bonnie Trissell
9- Steve & Melanie ElsassSmith
13-Will & Polly Leasure
Beth & Phil Reimer
14-Jeff & Jeanne Collett
Cortney & Danny Henry
15-Doug & Bethannie Dolder
Jason & Holly Jensvold
16-Ben & Jane Hiser
19-Bill & Linda Carter
Scott & Kaley Little
20-Erin & RJ Monnier
22-Ashley & Justin Bantz
24-Jeff & Natalee Heath
27-Harold & Mary Pummill
28-John & Amberly Tauber
30- Rick & Terry Fry

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

5

1 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p
Melody Men

11:30 a Bible
Study
6 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Praise
Team
Practice

Office Closed

9

10

11

1 p Class
Meeting

7 Class
Meeting

7 Class
Meeting

11:30 a Bible
Study
6 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Praise
Team
Practice

16

17

18

1 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p
Melody Men

11:30 a Bible
Study
6 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Praise
Team
Practice

7 Class
Meeting

7
9 & 10:30 a
Worship
11:45 VBS
KickOff

8
6:30 p
Melody Men

5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

14

15

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

21
9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

28
9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

7 Class
Meeting

23

24

25

6 p Daycare
Staff Meeting

1 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p
Melody Men

11:30 a Bible
Study
6 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Praise
Team
Practice

7 Class
Meeting

29

30

31

1 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p
Melody Men

11:30 a Bible
Study
6 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Praise
Team
Practice

7 Class
Meeting

6

9 a Boys
Chrysalis
Team
10 a VBS Set
Up

12

13

19

20

Boys Chrysalis Weekend #68

22

7 Class
Meeting

Sat

26

27

OFFICE INFORMATION: The church
office staff will be out of the office
July 21-27. Please be aware that
you can leave messages or
contributions with daycare office
staff in our absence.
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Vacation Bible School
It’s about time to ROAR with excitement! Mark your
calendars now! Vacation Bible School will be July 812, 6:30-8:30 p.m. with a preview luncheon on July 7
at 11:45 a.m. (Bring your own dark colored shirt to
make a special Roar VBS T-Shirt)
If you are interested in helping please contact Jenny
Sweetman (jennifer@greenestreetumc.org).
Upcoming dates: Set Up—Sat. July 6, 10 a.m.
Registration forms available in the office, or scan
here for registration:
Online Registration:
https://vbspro.events/p/events/greenestumc

