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Greetings Greene Street Church,
You may find it surprising to hear that I struggle to engage in spiritual disciplines with any kind of regularity. Its
not that I don’t pray or read the bible or worship God regularly, I engage in these practices nearly every day. My
interior spiritual life can easily become disjointed, distracted and quite random. In mulling this over recently,
I’ve decided to go back to the basics of the spiritual disciplines.
There are a number of routes that one could take to engage spiritually; bible reading, bible study, prayer,
service, worship or reading spiritual books. I decided to pick up and read again a modern spiritual disciplines
classic, Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster. As I dug into the book, my gut instinct to start here was
confirmed. I’ve read this book at least twice, so I was surprised when the words of the first chapter struck me as
clearly as they did. Foster starts his book on spiritual disciplines with these words:
“Superficiality is the curse of our age. The doctrine of instant satisfaction is a primary spiritual problem. The
desperate need today is not for a greater number of intelligent people, or gifted people, but for deep people.
The classical Disciplines of the spiritual life call us to move beyond surface living into the depths.” (Foster, 1).
This book was written in 1978 and the edition of the book I have is from 1998. What is remarkable about this, is
that the book had been updated just as the internet had become a widely used phenomenon. The book
predates the iPhone by more than a decade and predates the wide spread use of social media by a decade. This
tells me that the human struggle with instant gratification, superficiality and a desire to be deep without all of
the work are things that humans have struggled with long before our current digital age.
We are always preparing ourselves to become who we will one day be. The question is, who do you want to be?
What kind of person do you want to become? The answer to that question is wrapped up in what you engage
with and in today.
We could extend that question to encompass our church. What kind of church do we want to be? What kind of
church do we want to become?
It is no secret that we face distractions on a regular basis. Some of those distractions are self-inflicted, others
just happen. I am choosing this summer to work on my interior spiritual life so that the distraction of this world
will not rob me from become a deeply committed follower of Jesus. I want to invite you to consider doing the
same.
Foster’s book is a great place to start, but there are others of course. Simply reading your bible with regularity
would be a great discipline to pursue. Psalm 1 says, “Blessed is the one whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
and who meditates on his law day and night.”
How is it with your soul? What are you doing to grow in your spiritual life? My hope and prayer for our church is
that we would all be journeying toward knowing God more deeply and making Christ known through the power
of the Holy Spirit.
Peace,
Will Leasure
Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC
revwill@greenestreetumc.org

Ministries for
Children

On Father’s Day, Sunday June 18th,
all gentlemen who attended
worship were given a Tootsie Roll
with a special message!

On June 25th, care packages were
boxed up and sent to our Greene St.
family members who are currently
serving in the military. Previously,
during a children’s message, the
kids passed out toy soldiers to those
in worship, who were asked to pray
for all men and women serving our
country! The toy soldiers were to
help us remember to keep these
brave servants in our prayers. The
children also prayed for the nine
men from
Greene St.
during Kidz
Worship each
Sunday, and
made some
special treats
and notes to
be sent to
them.

KIDZ WORSHIP: On Sundays during
the 10:30 Unveiled Worship
Gathering, children are excused
before the sermon for Kidz Worship
and may attend one of two classes:
children age five through Second
Grade meet in the ABC room off the
corner of the Narthex, and students
in 3rd through 6th grade meet
upstairs off the balcony in room
24. This month our Bible study
includes five stories about the
Prophets Elijah, Jonah and Elisha,
from the books of 1 Kings, Jonah,
and 2 Kings.
July's memory verse is: Let those
who love your saving help say again
and again: “God is great!” (Psalm
70:4) Any child who memorizes the
verse and recites it to Ms. Barb on
Sunday mornings will earn a special
prize!
Thank you to the following
volunteers who so lovingly spend
time with our children on Sunday
mornings:
Kidz Worship Teachers for July
July 2

Laura Jackson

Kenneth & Tanya Stewart

July 9

Susan Hopkins

Theresa McMillan

July 16

Barb Hudson

Seth & Nicole Heckaman

July 23

Michelle Underwood

Barb Hudson

July 30

Holly Jensvold

Joe Thompson

TEEM Student Ministry
(Teens Engaged, Empowered and Mobilized)
NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS!
Exciting News! Our students are ready for more! It became apparent on
our mission trip in mid-June that the students want to know more and dig
deeper into the Word of the Lord! Because of this, it is time to start a
youth Sunday School class. This will be a time when students from 7th
grade through 12th grade can join to study and discuss weekly beginning
Sunday, September 10 at 9:30am in the youth room (in the loft) We will
finish at 10:15 in time to get them to worship! If you know a student who is
serious about growing in their faith and knowledge, tell them to come and
check it out! No sign-up is required and everyone is invited. Additionally,
we would like to have a few more teachers - curriculum will be provided. If
you want to know more, contact Pastor Chris today!

Gratitude
~Thank you so much for your donation, our families greatly
appreciate it.
Dayton Autism Society
~To the Greene Street Congregation,
Thank you so much for your prayers, cards & visits. I continue to
improve on a weekly bases but I will remain at Piqua Manor until I
can live independently. Also a thanks to Rev. Will for his visit &
prayers at the hospital & Piqua Manor.
Sincerely,
Jean Francony

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry
I think the most answered prayer this
past month is the fact that we have a
food pantry which is helping many
hungry people.
We had an elderly lady come who was
having some health issues. Every time
she went to the doctor, she had to
make a co-payment. Therefore, she had
no money to buy food. She had eaten
peanut butter and crackers for several
days. She only had that because
someone had given it to her. To be able
to give her a good supply of food was a
big blessing for her and for us.
Another gentleman came to the pantry.
I overheard him telling someone how
very important the ten items he would
get were to him.
Our food pantry is serving many hungry
people. Let’s keep the shelves full of
food for them.
Peggy Moorman

Annual Conference:
The Business Side of the House
Each year the Annual Conference addresses the business practices of the church through General Sessions and
the nurturing of clergy and lay delegate spiritual growth through various Worship Services. This year the
business aspects were routine and only four new recommendations were brought forward, no doubt because of
last year’s General Conferencing. Reports from working committees and task forces were delivered and
accepted without much debate. Welcoming greetings were given from Lakeside personnel, the Presidents of
our two Ohio seminaries, and the Bishop of the East Ohio Conference. A resident scholar, Dr. Elaine Heath,
presented on our changing United Methodist Church.
Committee reports were many and included, but were not limited to the Conference Rules Committee,
Missional Reporting, Nominations Committee, Episcopacy Committee, Light the Way task force, Safe
Sanctuary, UMW and UMM, and various specific missional reports. All but the Conference Rules Report were
accepted as presented. Article 4 of the Rules Report dealt with clergy vacation benefits and that portion of the
report was sent to the Commission on Equitable Compensation, meaning it will be at least another year before
this issue is resolved. The remainder of the report was accepted.
Recommendation 1: Council on Finance and Administration Recommendations Calendar Year 2018 dealt primarily
with the administration of financial affairs of the conference assets, especially the receipt of apportionments. While
the number of apportionment categories has been changed from 12 to 3, (General Church, Retiree and Clergy
Benefits and Conference Ministries), the fact that many churches are not contributing is of concern. The Conference
is made up of 1020 churches and in 2016 90 churches contributed nothing while only 574 churches paid their
apportionments in full. Greene Street was one of the 594; we paid our apportionments in full. It was emphasized
that the West Ohio Conference is financially sound, things may change if churches do not contribute as defined in
our Discipline.
Recommendation 2: Commission on Equitable Compensation sets minimum clergy compensation. Greene Street
currently meets or exceeds clergy compensation requirements.
Recommendation 3: 2017 Board of Pension and Health Benefits addresses pension and insurance concerns for
clergy. It is anticipated there will be no changes in insurance benefits for this year, but in August a usage review will
determine if future changes will be needed. It was stressed that clergy should take more responsibility for personal
health and for the development of a viable retirement nest egg.
Recommendation 4: We Are All God’s Children made a statement on the position the United Methodist Church
maintains regarding immigration and deportations of undocumented immigrants.
Each of the four recommendations passed, and documents related to them are in the Greene Street office.
Proposed constitutional amendments were brought forth from the General Conference. Issues voted upon
included: two changes referencing gender equality, one change regarding the election of delegates for General
Conference, and two changes related to Bishop election and accountability. While we voted, no results were
reported because all annual conferences will have input. Only after all conferences have voted will the final
results be made public.
Updates on “old business” included Recommendation 6 (2015) designed to study the Conference’s stewardship
and efficiency in managing received funds. This recommendation will be studied over this quadrennium. Thus
far apportionment strategies and camp and ministry retreat programs have been reviewed. The Conference
Center has been purchased; Camp Asbury has been sold; and a 3rd party program perception study has been
completed.

Recommendation 4 (2016) was the sale of Camp Asbury and was finalized in December 2016.
Recommendation 5 (2016) is studying Conference mission activities, partnerships, and initiatives including
prison ministries, poverty, Safe Sanctuaries, new church starts and revitalization practices.
Again, this year there was an emphasis on laity and clergy cooperation. Needs for new leadership
development of laity, more recognition of the talents of laity, leadership modeling by clergy, and Christcentered training for all church leaders were discussed. The faces of the Conference participants are
changing—more diverse, less traditional---the old guard being replaced by younger folks with different ideas
about how our churches should look and function in our efforts to make disciples of Jesus Christ.

Jane J. Salisbury

Lakeside 2017 Worship
This year at annual conference, the main theme was “Be not afraid, God is with us.” Bishop Palmer talked
about how we, as United Methodists, need to be bold. He shared a quote by Dietrich Bonhoeffer that says,
“Christians should give more offense, shock the world far more, than they are doing right now.” We need to
speak for the most vulnerable in our culture, which requires faith, not fear.
On Tuesday and Wednesday on annual conference, Rev. Dr. Elaine Heath came and spoke. She used an
analogy that the church is God’s communion bread. We are gathered, blessed, broken, and sent.
To finish out the conference, the Bishop shared that the Gospel is too good to pin up and not show the world.
As followers of Christ, we need to share the Gospel fearlessly. Christians are an admirable body of followers,
but in order to be church, sharing the Gospel is essential. We have a mission from on high. Our main mission
is to glorify God, and to make disciples. Everything else is decoration.

Lauren Miller

Capital Campaign Update
BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM
Our committee is proud to report that the building exterior restoration project continues to be on
schedule and is proceeding as originally planned. As of today, Brian Bros has not found any
unexpected issues. I do want to point out though, that we still have an extreme amount of work yet to be
performed on the building and unplanned items may need to be taken
care of during the restoration. In my past articles, I have focused on
the major issues that need to be repaired. Today, I would like to
explain what the word “Tuckpointing” means. This a process where
the mortar, material that holds the brick in place, is damaged/
deteriorated and needs to be replaced. We are anticipating
approximately 2500 - 3000 lineal feet will need replaced. We are also
anticipating replacing 150 - 200 damaged brick where the facing has
actually popped off do to extreme weather conditions. The pictures
shown are of a damaged area located on Caldwell St. This is where
you would walk up the steps on the south side of the entrance doors. I
hope these pictures will help you to better understand tuckpointing
and damaged brick.
We have also chosen the new exterior color that will be used for the
water table, window trim, parapet wall limestone caps and main areas
above the entrance doors on Greene and Caldwell Streets. If you are
interested, the first window exterior stone on Greene St has been
painted which shows the color that has been chosen. The name of the
color is Barcelona Beige.
The last item that I would like to report on is the Caldwell Street
doors. We will not be replacing these doors, but will restore them back
as close as we can to their original condition. This will include a new
stain and marine water proofing. The stain glass in the doors will also
be repaired/replaced as well as the hardware (door hinges, handles,
metal weather stripping, threshold, etc). We feel that keeping the
original doors will support us in keeping the church to its original
design and integrity.
The BIT Committee wishes to thank the congregation for their cooperation, support and Capital Campaign
funds as we continue to improve the appearance of the exterior of our church.
Thank you,
Don Brown

Small Group
Updates
****************************************
Annual clothing and backpack drive coming in
August!
New or gently used kids clothes: small-x large elastic
waist shorts, pants, t-shirts and lots of underwear!
Full size, gender neutral backpacks.
Any questions, please contact Susan Hopkins
****************************************
Annual clothing and backpack drive coming soon!

From the Daycare Director’s Desk:
Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.”
Wow! What an amazing graduation. Greene Street
Preschool had 47 children graduate. Proud Parents and
Grandparents filled the sanctuary. Thank you to all the
staff who volunteered to made the evening a success.
It was a pleasure to have Rev. Will, Pastor Chris, and
Barb as part of the program. The classes performed
several songs and each graduate received a diploma.
The video of the ceremony is on the Greene Street
website.

I checked with the schools and their biggest need for
the fall is clothing. New backpack donations are
always needed for the PCS 2017-2018 school year.
Boys and girls clothing needs: elastic waist shorts or
pants, t-shirts and underwear, sizes child small-x
large. The primary school nurses and secretaries
have clothing emergencies on a daily basis and a
fresh clothes are desperately needed.
We have had super successful donation drives in
past years, let's break our record this year! I know
my Greene Street family can do it and our Piqua
children benefit through the year.
God Bless You Always,
Susan Hopkins
937-368-2357

FAMILY WORSHIP ROOM - COMING SOON!
Over the last several months, we have noticed a need for a space where families with young children can sit outside
of the sanctuary to allow their children to move around, be fed or rocked or to attend to any of the many needs a
little one has. We have cleared a space in the loft where families will be able to view the worship and also hear the
worship in a place where children can be cared for freely. Children are always welcome in the sanctuary but for
times when families feel the needs to step out, this space will be perfect for that! Our family worship room will
hopefully be fully ready in the coming month! In the meantime, there is a glider rocker and a clean, quiet space
available for use in that space but please understand that it is not quite finished yet!

The Prayer Place
Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Chuck Woods, Ann
Elliott, Mary Pummill, Edward Eidemiller, Jo Reed, Don Motter, Tina & Jeff
Elliott, Mitch Dilbone, Emily Shawler, Arlys Fogt, Darrell Seas

Friends and Family of Greene Street- Mike Jess, Jan Davis, Joyce
We pray God’s comfort to be
with:




family and friends of Eleanor
Roberts, who passed away on
Wednesday, May 31, 2017.
Doug and Bethannie Dolder
and family upon the death of
his Aunt Janet.

Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Bob Blythe, Sharon Ford (Stilwell), Adam
Love, Margaret Amburgey, Jeremy Monroe, Reinhard family, J.J. Landis,
Jeremy Love (daycare), Angie Davis (Meckstroth), Ester Mindt (Fogt),
Wendy Beal, baby Kate, Lauren & Chris Woodall (Hopkins), Tom
Sanderson (Ash), Tracey Clayton, Bill Weyant (Helman), Michelle
McGowen (Hudson), Brett Baker, Harry Frazier (Frazier), Barbara Zeoli
(Fogt), Evan, Sophie, Megan, Johnny (Kienle), Estele Heiner (Woods), Mrs.
Moon & Mr. McLargin (Kelly), Lindsey (Egolf), Tori & Dustin Brodrick
(Lambert), Sarah Bir (Taylor), Tracy Weaver (Food Pantry),

Military - Jed Cooper, Brian Pummill, Dasch Underwood, Clark Cripe
(Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Ben Datu (Mullikin), Devon
Parshall (Parshall), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Matthew Breisch (Stewart)

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Virginia Gross, Jean Francony, Lois
Erbes; Garbry Ridge: Barbara Minton, Jim Whetstone; Spring Meade:
Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy Love:
Ruth Brush, Gladys Mullen; Upper Valley Rehab: Kay Wortman

July Birthdays
1- Linda Harbison
Joe Thompson
2- Jason Frazier
Megan Sweetman
3- Devon Sever
Dylon Sever
4- Chris Smith
5- Doug Sweetman
Kay Wortman
6- Avery Marrs
Wyatt Marrs
Keri Scott
7- Lauren Collins
Marin DuBois
8- Becky Doak
Mike Tinkler
9- Ryan Teale
11- Jason Jensvold
Beth Reimer

July Anniversaries
12-Bethannie Dolder
Kasey Jo Marrs
13-Jacob Jensvold
14-Chuck Alexander
Mary Haldeman
Rick Kist
15-Kendall Grunkemeyer
Mary Pummill
16-JoJo Marrs
Lisa Seas
17-Ray Hare
Scott Little
Don Smith
18-Kacey Gambill
Kai Palmer
Megan Pettit
19-Gemma Farris
RJ Monnier
20-Janet Smith
21-Brock Smith

22-Cohen Brown
23-Cork Oakes
Danny Reed
24-Ronnie Cooper
Pat Smith (Clark Ave.)
25-Pat Smith (Forest
Ave.)
26-Westin Marrs
Carol Palmer
28-Jenna Larger
Corbin Meckstroth
Steve Mullikin
29-Isaac Drzewiecki
Jocelyn Reimer
30-Joan Beck
31-A.J. Marrs
Barb Minton
Fay Shoemaker
Bob Smith

5- Greg & Bonnie Trissell
9- Steve & Melanie Elsass-Smith
13-Will & Polly Leasure
Beth & Phil Reimer
14-Kim & Linda Calland
Jeff & Jeanne Collett
Cortney & Danny Henry
15-Doug & Bethannie Dolder
Jason & Holly Jensvold
16-Ben & Jane Hiser
19-Bill & Linda Carter
Scott & Kaley Little
20-Erin & RJ Monnier
24-Jeff & Natalee Heath
27-Harold & Mary Pummill
28-John & Amberly Tauber
30-Rick & Terry Fry

Unless otherwise stated . . .
Sunday Schedules
9 a.m. Liturgical Worship
10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship
4 p.m. TEEM
6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

1 p Disciple
Bible Study

4 p TEEM

9

6 p Melody
Men

10

7

8

Girl’s Chrysalis Weekend #64

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
Office Closed

11

13

14

15

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

1 p Disciple
Bible Study

8:30 a
Newsletter
Folding

12
1 p Disciple
Bible Study

6 p Melody
Men

16

17

18

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

19
1 p Disciple
Bible Study

6 p Melody
Men

4 p TEEM

23

24

6 p Child Care
Staff Meeting

30

31

25

6 p Melody
Men

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

Boy’s Chrysalis Weekend #64
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All CHURCH PICNIC!! SAVE THE DATE
When: Saturday, August 19, 2017 12-4pm
Where: Garbry Big Woods Reserve,
6660 Casstown-Sidney Road, Piqua
What: An all church picnic to spend time with one another!
Each family is asked to bring a dish to share. We will have
roast pork and fun and games! Please invite your family and
friends. Everyone is invited! We have reserved all three
shelters but you may want to bring a lawn chair
or blanket to sit on!
Questions: Contact Pastor Chris

