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Greetings Greene Street church! 

It is hard to believe that we are in the homestretch of summer.  School starts on August 14th, which is just 
around the corner! I hope you’ve had a good summer. 

For most of the summer we have been working through the book of Ephesians. As I have mentioned every 
week, some folks have referred to this little book as the “Constitution of the Church.”  Obviously that means 
that some folks throughout history have looked at this book as being very important for how we discern what 
the church is supposed to be and do. 

In addition to hearing from this text on Sunday mornings, a small group of 8-10 folks have gathered each 
Tuesday to continue to reflect on the previous weeks passage. This has been a great time filled with discussion, 
bible reading, prayer and thinking out loud about our church.  This conversation has been an extension of 
Sunday mornings where we think deeply about the theme of Ephesians, which is all about growing up to 
maturity in Christ.  In essence, Paul is writing to this young church encouraging them to live into all that they can 
be as disciples of Jesus.  That message translates to us today.  

One of my big takeaways from this little book is the prayer at the end of Chapter 3. This is a great prayer given 
to us by Paul that we could make our own or pray for others.  I give that to you here: 

 Ephesians 3:16-21   

“I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted 
and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

Next up to close out our summer will be a sermon series called A Faith That Works.  This series will have us 
taking a five week look at the book of James.  If you haven’t spent much time in James, you’re in for a treat.  The 
book of James is one of the most practical books in the New Testament.  Author Magrey R. DeVega says that, 
“There is very little cryptic language or mysterious imagery in the way that it calls people to live out their 
discipleship.  For James, faith is neither radically privatized nor solely personal.  It is to be expressed outwardly, 
to improve one’s relationships with others and to help those in need.  This series challenges those in a 
congregation who believe that faith is something should be kept to one’s self and challenges a culture that sees 
very little value in religion at all.” 

I’m looking forward to digging in to this book with you. 

Finally, we are having another all church picnic 
on August 25th from 5-7.  Mary and Mark 
Haldeman will be hosting this years event.  The 
church will provide food and drinks, you just 
bring family, friends and a dish to share.  We 
simply want an opportunity to be together and 
to share a meal and conversation.  We hope you 
join us on August 25th! 

 

Peace, 

 

 

Will Leasure 

 

 

 



Vacation Bible School 

Our Shipwrecked VBS was very 
successful, due to the leadership of Jenny 
Sweetman and her dedicated team of 
youth and adults. The children ventured 
onto an uncharted island where they were 
anchored in the truth that Jesus carries 
them through every storm in life.  They 
learned that when they are lonely, worry, 
struggle, do wrong, or feel powerless, 
Jesus rescues!   

Many thanks to Jenny and to all who 
worked diligently to prepare, decorate 
and donate food and craft items. Your 
generous hearts are appreciated and will 
help guarantee that our children will hold 
onto God’s promises! 

Sunday School 

On Sundays during the 10:30 worship, 
children aged five through Sixth Grade 
are excused before the sermon for 
Sunday School in room 23 and 24, 
upstairs off the balcony.  During the 
second half of July we’ll continue studying 
some of the parables of Jesus in Luke; 
then in August we will explore some of 
the people Jesus met including two men 
he healed, Mary and Martha, and the 
woman at the well. 

July’s Bible memory verse is 
“Everybody who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise builder who built a house on 
bedrock.” (Matthew 7:24)  

The memory verse for August is “”I 
have given you an example: just as I have 
done, you also must do.” (John 13:15) 

 

 

Ministries for Children 
Blessing of the Backpacks 

We want to send our students back to school with our prayers 
and blessings.  All school aged children and youth are 
encouraged to bring/wear your backpacks to worship on 
August 12th   at 10:30! You and your backpack will be prayed 
over by your church family with a special blessing from God 
for the upcoming school year.  Bring your cousins, friends and 
neighbors so everyone will get their year off to a great start! 

Also on that day, children who begin kindergarten may attend 
Sunday School during the 10:30 worship, and “new” third 
grade students will move up to the “older” Sunday School 
class! 

 

Save the Date 

Third grade students will receive new Bibles on Sunday, 
September 9th. Please notify the office which worship service 
your third grader will attend that day. 

 



Dalton Ketrow received his military box last Sunday and wanted 
to pass on his appreciation for being included.  He also wanted to 
give a big thank you to the kids for their letter!  

 

From the Prayer Group 

A BIG THANK YOU to those who have provided stamps for us to 
mail out cards. It is a good way for us to brighten someone’s day. 
We would welcome anyone who would like to join us on Friday 
mornings. 

 

Dear Friends in Mission: 

Thank you for partnering with the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR). Through your gift, ($895) you are helping to 
provide humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural disaster 
disrupts life to such an extent that communities are unable to 
recover on their own. 

Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer UMCOR 

 

Dear Friends at Greene Street Methodist Church , 

We would like to thank you for your recent donation of $289.50 
towards our Summer Feeding Program. Your generous gift will be 
a Shield against Hunger for children whose families are facing 
some of life’s toughest challenges. We appreciate your gift and 
receive it with much gratitude, knowing that you are partnering 
with us in bringing hope into people’s lives. This donation will 
surely make a difference in the lives of those we care for in our 
community. 

So, once again, let us share with you our heartfelt thanks for your 
generosity to The Salvation Army! May God bless you! 

Sincerely, 

Majors Robert & Jody Kramer 

Thank you ‘s Nuggets of News 

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry 

Our food pantry friends have been very thankful to carry out four or 
five bags of food this month.  Thanks to the gift of meat and bread 
from Kroger’s, they have had many choices from which to pick. 

One of our friends has been looking for a job for a long time. He 
finally found a job and seems to be doing well. 

Another lady told our volunteer she was going through a divorce. 
She had low self-esteem and didn’t think she was pretty. Our 
volunteer told her she was pretty which brought tears to her eyes. 

One friend was so thankful there had been a reconciliation in her 
family. While I was taking her up in the elevator, she prayed for our 
ministry. It was a beautiful moment. 

Please remember to keep our food pantry friends in your prayers. 

Peggy Moorman 

 

Please pray for Lauren Miller. She will be in 
Tijuana, Mexico from July 1-28 serving as a 
missionary intern at the Door of Faith 
Orphanage. Lauren has been called to 
mission work from a young age. This is her 
first mission trip without her family 
alongside her (physically). As she is there, 
she will be leading Bible Study and work 
projects for incoming mission groups, she 
will be in personal study exploring her call to 
mission work, and she will also be sharing 
love and care for the more than 100 children 
currently living in the orphanage. We ask 
that you lift her in prayer as you are led and 
we thank you for covering her in love and 
prayers!!  

Lauren is taking with her more than 30 
dresses made and donated by Peggy 
Moorman to bless the children there! 

For more information about her mission 
trip, you can find the orphanage on 
Facebook - Door of Faith, or you can visit 
their website at dofo.org.  

Also, if you wish to send Lauren notes of 
encouragement and support at  

Door of Faith 

ATTN: Lauren Miller 

P.O. Box 6434 

Chula Vista, CA 91909 



Food and Hunger Team 

Greene Street Food Pantry served a total of 159 during May and 
157 during June.  Of the over 300 individuals who came to the 
pantry during these two months, 41 (about 13%) of them came for 
the first time. 

We are collecting information that will give us a better picture of 
the population we are serving.  Though we have not collected a 
full month of information yet, we can share that during the last two 
weeks of June we served a total of 59 families.   

 Number of seniors served: 21 (3 have minor children to feed) 

 Number served 18-59 years:38 (12 have minor children to feed) 

We are reminded by Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry 
that: The statistics show only the numbers. They don't show the 
people - children, men and women - who are not getting enough 
to eat. They don't show the child who goes to bed hungry and 
then goes to school the next morning on a still empty stomach. 
They don't show the elderly person, who after a lifetime of hard 
work, has to choose between eating and medical care. They don't 
show the struggle of the mother and father who are working hard 
trying to feed their family, but still don't have a sufficient amount 
of money to provide enough food, so they skip meals so their 
children can eat or "water down" food. Until a person has 
experienced hunger firsthand it's hard to understand what it's like 
to be truly hungry. 

This month THANKS go to…. 

Vacation Bible School for filling their raft with food. That 
food was then donated to the food pantry. 

New Path Food Pantry at Ginghamsburg Church and Kroger.  
Our partnering with New Path provides us with donations of 
meat and bread from Kroger.  This makes it possible for us 
to give additional protein and bread items to the families we 
serve. 

ALWAYS, we thank the many volunteers who keep the food 
pantry functioning so smoothly - and they make that happen 
with love and caring.   

Reminder - 

Do you shop at Kroger and have you designated Greene St. 
United Methodist Church to receive the Community Rewards 
contribution earned when you shop?  These contributions go 
directly to our Food Pantry budget and help us buy canned 
goods, meats and produce.  Kroger did change the sign-up 
process a bit - once you designate Greene Street to receive your 
contribution it does not have to be renewed each year.  Your 
contribution will continue to go to Greene Street until you change 
your selection.  We are charity 81487. 

August is the Backpack/Clothing 
Drive at Greene St. and Grace 

Church 

Happy Summer! Although we still have a 
few weeks before school starts, school 
supplies have been filling the store shelves 
since early July. Please consider bringing in 
new and/or gently used backpacks to 
church in August for the 2018-19 school 
year. 

In the past four years, Greene Street 
families have donated 275+  backpacks and 
many large bags of clothing for our Piqua 
City School children. This year, we are 
partnering with Grace Church to help even 
more children. Grace families will collect 
pants, underwear and socks. These items 
are a tremendous help to our school nurses 
and secretaries to have on hand when 
accidents occur. (Which can be several 
times in one day!) 

Backpack info: 

Full size; even kindergarten children 
need a backpack that will hold a 9X12 
school folder 

Sturdy fabrics, tough zippers, gender 
neutral (No wheeled backpacks please) 

Dividing and delivering your donations to 
our Piqua schools each fall is a favorite day. 
This year I will share that joy with Grace 
Church, Praise God! Your generosity has 
been such a blessing and I hope to keep 
helping our school children for years to 
come. 
Thank you in advance for your continued 
support, when we do God’s work, His 
blessings overflow! 

In His Love, 
Susan Hopkins 
susanphopkins@gmail.com 

mailto:susanphopkins@gmail.com


July Birthdays 
20-Janet Smith 
21-Brock Smith 
22-Cohen Brown 
23-Cork Oakes 
24-Ronnie Cooper 
      Pat Smith (Clark Ave.) 
25-Pat Smith (Forest Ave.) 
26-Westin Marrs 
    Carol Palmer 
28-Jenna Larger 
 Corbin Meckstroth 
       Steve Mullikin 
29-Isaac Drzewiecki 
       Jocelyn Reimer 
30-Joan Beck 
31-A.J. Marrs 
       Fay Shoemaker 
      Bob Smith 
August Birthdays 
1 Madison Beaver 
2 Maggie Pearson 
 Issac Prouty 
4     Bill Carter 
5     Natalee Heath 
7     Tate Adams 
       Tawnya Gaier  
8 Rowynn Henry 
 Lettie Meckstroth 
9     Debbie Frazier 
10   Carson Marrs 
11   Sherry Heath 
        Nikki Wiley 
12  Libby Elliott 
  Brooks Hartman 
        Amy Vosler  
13   Barbara Davis 
        Jordan Nichols 
        Adele Penrod 
       Adalynne Shawler 
14 Julie Bornhorst 
 Jim Heath 
       Rolland Wagner 
15  Betty Gary 
16  Shaun Castle 
        Holden Hare 
       Jake Mohr 
       Emma Preston 
       Alexandria Preston 
18 Andrea  Marrs          
       Brandi Palmer 
       Thea Reas 
       Ronald Weimer 
19  Madison Brinkman 
21  Renee Clark 
       Alex  Pollock 
       Chloe Stewart 
22  David Brown 
        Kaitlin Peterman 
        Martin Pollock 
23   Marty Pollock 

        Kiara Reimer 
        Adam Seas 
        Dave Vosler 
24   Kylee Mann 
        Erin Monnier 
        Nicole Preston 
26   Nate Ellis 
       Steve Staley 
27 Kate Dolder 
 Mary Ann Minton 
28  Suzy Phillips 
29  Jade Stewart 
        Kathy Sweetman 
30   Laina Christy  
31   Dan Califf 
        Robyn Cooper 
       Jessie Ellis 
       Cael Liette 
       Evan Liette 
       Jim Sever 
  Robbie Wilczek 
July Anniversaries 
20-Erin & RJ Monnier 
22-Ashley & Justin Bantz 
24-Jeff & Natalee Heath 
27-Harold & Mary Pummill 
28-John & Amberly Tauber 
30- Rick & Terry Fry 
August Anniversaries 
2 Dick & Betty Clark 
 Ed & Lynne Eidemiller  
   Mark & Mary Haldeman 
 Jake & Morgan Mohr 
3   Ken & Jean Heath 
    A.J. & Paloma Marrs  
4   Jordan & Krystal Lawson 
6 Chuck & JoAnn Asher 
 Paul & Chris Miller 
7 Ray & Kara Hare 
    Dan & Adele Penrod     
8 Jim & Phylis Otey 
10 Dave & Carol Palmer 
12  Dustin & Amanda Brown 
13  Kim & Brad DeWeese 
16  Brandi & Eddi Palmer 
17  Hal & Carol Cain 
21 Tom & Barbara Hudson 
    Jason & Mara Lambert 
    Cork & Lou Ellen Oakes 
25  Doug & Jacki Lillicrap 
27 Shaun & Rachel Castle 
    Lee & Jenny Pettit 
    Emily & Ian Shawler 
30  Nikki & Craig Wiley 

Birthdays and Anniversaries (7/20-8/31) 

Greene Street Church Family 
–Robyn Cooper, Edward 
Eidemiller, Ben & Jane Hiser, 

Don Motter, Lou Oakes, Jim Otey, Darrell Seas, Bruce 
Whited, Chuck Woods 

Friends and Family of Greene Street– Marvin, Angela 
Eller, Judy Smith, Ashley Robinson, Marilyn (Ash), Joe 
Teach (Califf), Mike Deeter (Clark), Dean Kerns (Elliott), 
Leah FullenKamp  and family (Everett), Phil Edwards, 
Joanna Livsay, Bill Little (Frazier), Sandy Verhoff (Gaier), 
Claudia, Alice (Haldeman), Bruce Marshall (Hardman), Bill 
Weyant, Jim Burton, Angie Eller, David Helman, Tracey 
Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Jackie Thompson, Jerry Schleinitz, 
Gary Root, Johnny Hitchcock (Helman), Michael Davis 
(Hiser), Mom (Kelly), Kristen, Elizabeth “Busy” (Kienle), 
Larry Motter (Motter), Bridgette Sutherly (Moorman), 
Francis (Mullikin), Orville Coffey (Parshall), John Dale 
(Linda Price), Wally Parke, Jack Reed (Seas), Mike Jess, 
Joyce Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow, Brock 
Gessner, Jayli, Connor, Hannah & Genevieve Haren 
(Stilwell), Victoria Henderson (Woods) 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Clark Cripe (Elliott), 
James Riley (Gaier), Ben Datu (and family in Japan) 
(Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman 
(Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton Ketrow 
(Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Jim Whetstone, Nancy 
Callison; Spring Meade: Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park 
Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush; 
Story Point: Al Erbes; Piqua Manor: Miriam Robinson;  

We pray God’s comfort to be with: 

 Lee and Jenny Pettit and family upon the death of 
Clarabel Plank on Sunday, June 3, 2018.  

 Don Ruffner and family upon the death of his wife 
Ruth Ann on June 5, 2018.  

 family and friends of Kelly Wion, who passed away 
on Tuesday, June 12, 2018. Kelly is the biological 
mother of Debbie & Steve Frazier's son, Matt Wright. 

 Nicole Preston and family upon the death of her 
grandmother, Wandalene Shawler on June 20, 2018. 

 Julie Bornhorst and family upon the death of her 
mother-in-law, Carol on June 19, 2018. Carol is the 
grandmother of Jenna Larger. 

 family and friends of Gladys Mullin, who passed 
away this week. 

 family and friends of Barbara Heater, who passed 
away on June 21, 2018.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

2 3 

 
6:30 p Melody 

Men 

4 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5 6 7 

8 

Girls Chrysalis 
Weekend #66 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

9 10 

5:30 Alpha 
Center 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

11 
12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

12 13 14 

15 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

16 17 

 
6:30 p Melody 

Men 

18 
12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

19 20 21 
Boys Chrysalis 

Team 

22 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

23 

 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

24 

12 p Ephesians 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

25 

12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 

26 27 28 

29 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

30 31 

12 p Ephesians 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

    

Boys Chrysalis Weekend #66 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

2 3 4 

5 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

6 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

7 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

8 
12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

9 10 11 

5:30 p Chrysalis 
Board Meeting 

7 p Chrysalis 
Hoot 

12 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

13 14 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

15 
12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

16 17 18 

19 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

20 21 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

22 
12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

23 24 25 

 

5-7 p All Church 
Picnic 

26 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

27 

 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

28 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

29 
9 a Newsletter 

Folding 
12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 

30 31  

 



 

Greene Street  

United Methodist Church 

415 W. Greene Street  

Piqua, Ohio  45356-2198 

th
e

 c
h

im
e

s Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Piqua, Ohio   
Permit No. 268 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


