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Vacation Bible School 

It’s about time to ROAR with excitement! Mark 
your calendars now! Vacation Bible School 
will be July 8-12, 6:30-8:30 p.m. with a preview 
luncheon on July 7 at 11:45 a.m. (Bring your 
own dark colored shirt to make a special Roar 
VBS T-Shirt) 

If you are interested in helping please contact 
Jenny Sweetman 
(jennifer@greenestreetumc.org). Upcoming 
dates: Work Days—Sat. June 8, 10 a.m., Sat. 
June 29, 10 a.m.  Set Up—Sat. July 6, 10 a.m. 

Registration forms 
available in the office, 
or scan here for 
registration:   

 

 

Online Registration:  
https://vbspro.events/p/events/greenestumc 

Bible Study 

Wednesday Bible Study 
Class will be starting up 
again on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2019, at 11:30 
a.m. We will be studying 
the book “Radical” by 
David Platt. “Radical” 
you’ll find yourself 
uncomfortably targeted 
by the Holy Spirit. The 
book will leave anyone 
who sincerely engages 
with his challenge 
dissatisfied and faced 
with a decision. Please 
join us. Everyone is 
Welcome. If you want a 
book let me know      
773-8753. 

Peggy Moorman &     
Pat Helman 



Greetings Greene Street church! 

 

I hope this finds you well.  Every time I sit down to write a newsletter, I’m amazed by 
where we find ourselves in the calendar.  It feels like Christmas, Ash Wednesday, and 
Easter were just a few days ago yet here we are entering into summer.  With summer 
comes the annual pilgrimage for many United Methodist pastors and lay leaders to 
Lakeside, OH for the West Ohio Annual Conference.  My family and I will be leaving 
immediately following worship on June 2 and will return to Piqua on June 7.  Joining us as 
a Lay Delegate, representing Greene St., will be Jane Salisbury.  Please pray for those 
traveling and for the work that is to be done while there.   

Update on Class Meetings: 

I am thrilled to report that we have four Class Meetings that have launched after the 
initial phase involving reading the book of the same name by Kevin Watson.  It is 
certainly the case that unless you start doing something, you will never be able to look 
back at what you’ve done.  We are now three months into relaunching Class Meetings 
at Greene St.  I am personally encouraged by the participation, content and quality of 
the groups that are currently meeting.  As you might remember from the sermon series I 
preached last November and January, Greene St. UMC was started by a Class Meeting 
in 1807.  We are spiritual heirs to those 10-12 folks who made the commitment to start 
meeting so that they could accomplish what John Wesley referred to as “watching over 
one another in love.”  Thus far, the groups have been fantastic. 

If you were unable to join us as we worked through Watson’s book, you are not too late.  
In fact, we would love for you to jump in on one of the Meetings that are happening 
right now.  Each of the current groups have gone through the book and have now spent 
three months maneuvering through what it is like to talk about how God is moving in 
their lives.  We are ready to bring new people into the fold and you are welcome to 
read the book as you do, or just come as you are.  If one of the current times listed 
below does not work with your schedule, do not fret, my plan is to launch another group 
or two in the fall. 

Available Class Meetings -  

Tuesday 1pm 

Wednesday 6pm 

Thursday 7pm 

Each group meets in the Parlor Room, located at the back of the sanctuary.  If you’d like 
to join a group please let me know and I’ll be happy to help you with that process.  I will 
offer one disclaimer about trying a group out, if you think you’d like to try being in a 
Class Meeting, commit to giving it six weeks.  If after six weeks you find it isn’t a fit for you, 
you are free to move on.  Every group contains folks who regularly attend either the 9am 
or 10:30 am Sunday morning service, so you are likely to see at least a familiar face or 
two. 

God’s grace and peace be with you! 

 

 

 

Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene St. UMC  



 

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry 

We were recently blessed with full shelves of food due to the Post Office Food Drive. 

One young man came who wants to go to the Marines. We wish him well in his endeavor. 
Semper Fi! 

One lady came and said that thanks to prayer, she got a new place to stay. 

A grandmother came and told me her granddaughter fell out of a second story window. The 
only thing she hurt was her ankle. She was sure God was there to protect her. 

One lady said she was going to pray for me. We all need prayer for it is a tough world out there. 
I’m not sure how people who don’t know Christ can survive. 

I appreciate very much the volunteers from Isaiah Industries who come every Monday. They show 
their love of Christ in serving our friends who come for food. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

 

Our Bible studies in June include 

fascinating stories from Acts, 

including those of Pentecost and 

the early days of the church. 
 

June’s memory verse is: “And 

God’s grace was so powerfully at 

work in them all.” (Acts 4:33) 

 
All of the ladies attending worship 

on Mother’s Day received flowers 

planted by the children with love! 

Ministries for Children 

Each Sunday during the 10:30 worship, children are 

excused before the sermon to attend Sunday School in 

room 24, upstairs off of the balcony. During the summer, 

students in Kindergarten through Sixth Grade will meet 

together in one class. 

Kids, come to 

Sunday School in 

June… 

your help is needed 

for creating special 

treats for our fathers 

and our friends in 

the Military!! 



Thank Yous  and More 

 
Wedding Coordinator Needed  

Responsibilities would include: Keep in 
contact with couple to discuss progress to 
date and facilitate rehearsals; Coordinate 
with staff to ensure the building is ready 
for use; Oversee all facets of setup and 
help direct the moving parts of the 
ceremony. If you are interested (or know 
someone who is), please contact the 
church office for more information. 

Our Greene St. Family, 

Jeff & I would like to thank you so much for opening 
up the church for the funereal luncheon for Jeff’s 
Mom, Joan. Their church is located in Sidney but 
everything was happening in Piqua and their church 
wanted to help out so merging the churches for the 
dinner in Piqua was so perfect. So nice to be a part 
of such a wonderful church family. Thanks for being 
there for us. 

Jeff and JoJo Marrs and the Marrs Family 

Food and Hunger Team 

Along with the wonderful May flowers, this month also brought the annual “Stamp Out Hunger” 
food drive held by the US Post Office.  Our shelves are full once again thanks to our friends and 
neighbors in Piqua who donated food items and the indispensable volunteers who sorted food at 
the post office, drove the donations from the post office to the church and the many hands and 
eyes that checked the date on every item received.   

A special thank you goes to Apex Aluminum Die Casting Company.  Their employees were 
inspired by the post office food drive and they had a competition between departments within 
the company.  They delivered to Greene Street 299 food 
items for our pantry. 

Volunteer Focus 

Dick and Betty Clark are the volunteers we are learning 
more about this month.  They said it best, “God has been 
so good to us - we are happy to help others.” Their work 
with helping to feed the hungry began in 1995 when they 
lived in Arkansas.   They continued their work through the 
years spent in Kentucky, where they helped feed hungry 
people in two different counties. While in Kentucky they 
spent one day each month packing boxes specifically for 
senior citizens in the area.  Most months they packed 180 
boxes for the fortunate seniors. They have been vital part 
of the Greene Street food pantry since December 2017. 

Having served at several different food pantries, they have a real appreciation for the way the 
Greene Street pantry is run.  At other pantries they pre-packed foods based on family size. When 
a family arrived they received a “box for a family of 4”, but that might not have met the family 
needs.  Often they saw items returned to the pantry because the family was not able to use them. 
At Greene Street, we allow each person to select the items they believe fit their needs - and the 
Clarks see individuals who are happy about what they receive. 

In December 2017 the Clark team began their service at Greene Street by signing people in one 
Monday of each month.  Dick particularly enjoys talking to the individuals who come to the 
pantry, hearing their stories in one-on-one conversations.  Betty keeps an eye out for the children, 
wondering about their home life and concerned that their needs are being met. For over six 
months, in addition to their signing-in duties, Dick and Betty accepted the challenge of collecting 
the meat and bread/sweets donations from Kroger.  Some weeks the meat donation alone 
amounted to 300+ pounds. If that was not enough, when they dropped off the meat they took 
the accumulated cardboard with them to make sure it was recycled. 

Dick and Betty definitely agree that they have make lots of friends, both at Greene Street food 
pantries and at the pantries they have worked at in the past.  We are so fortunate to have them 
on our team. 

 



Military Care Packages  

Military Care Packages will be packed 
and sent at the end of June.  Please 
get military addresses (old & new) to 
the office (via connection card or 
email office@greenestreetumc.org) by 
June 18.  Also start purchasing goodies 
for the boxes.  There will be a donation 
box in the narthex.  Want to help pack 
these special care packages on June 
30? Contact Linda Carter (773-3380) 

Amanda Margaret Ellis  
graduated on 5/18/19 
from BGSU College of 
Education with a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Middle Childhood 
Education (Grades 4-9) 
with certifications in the 
areas of science and 
social studies. 

She is planning to teach 
in a school system in the 
local area. Thank you to 
her Greene Street family 
for continued support.  

School’s Out for Summer 

Hope that song is not stuck in your head for the rest of 
the day!!   

That means the children are eating all their meals at 
home and our food pantry is challenged with 
providing foods for those extra meals.  Consider 
helping our neighbors who come to the food pantry 
by donating some “kid approved” foods. We can use 
any and all of the following” 

Hot dogs, Hot dog buns, Sloppy Joe mix, Ketchup, 
Mustard, Mac and cheese, Breakfast cereals 

Maddison Fogt graduated 
from Piqua High School on May 
24th.  During high school she 
played volleyball, softball, and 
was a swim team captain.  She 
was an honor roll student all 4 
years and as a junior and 
senior she took classes at 
Edison which allowed her to 
graduate with 39 college 
credits. 

This summer Maddy will be 
lifeguarding at the city pool, 
participating in the Gatlinburg 
Mission Trip, and she will be 
volunteering in the emergency 
department at Miami Valley 
Hospital.  In the fall, Maddy will 
attend The Akron University, 
majoring in Nursing. 

Thank you to our Greene Street 
for your continued support and 
prayers. 

John Jacob Grear graduated 
with his honors diploma on May 
24, 2019 from Piqua High School 
and is the son of Christopher 
Grear and Nikkia Fosnight.  

John participated in a lot of 
extracurricular activities while in 
high school, including Academic 
Challenge, History Day, Science 
Olympiad, Soccer, and 
Marching and Symphonic Band, 
and also pushed himself by 
taking as many AP classes as he 
could to prepare himself for 
college in the future.  

John will be attending Wright 
State University to major in 
computer science, and minoring 
in world languages and cultures. 
His goal is to travel the world 
while still getting his education, 
and get to experience the vast 
world outside of Piqua.  

mailto:office@greenestreetumc.org


 
 
 
1     Kaylee Lacy 
2   Ed Eidemiller 

3   Suzanne Brown 
   Lindsay Lambert 
       Bruce Whited 
4   Isabella Lawson 
   Patricia Taylor 
5    Holly Jensvold 
7    Lynn Eidemiller 
       Elliott Larger 
8     Terry Fry       
9    Mark Haldeman 
   Josh Trombley 
11   Katie Erbes 
14   Levi Miller 
    Jim Reas 
15   Kathy Califf 
16   Landon Adams 
   Jenny Erbes 
   Mary Guenthner 
   Carolyn McClannan 
18   Nancy Cox 
19   Aubrey Cox   
21   Zoe Leasure 
    April Vosler       
23   Amanda Seas 
    Gloria Tapp 
24   Nancy Brogden 
    Katie Farris  
    Steven Farris 
   Will Leasure 
   Robert Salisbury      
25  Eric Taylor 
27  Dave Palmer 
29  Libby Brown 
   Jeff Heath 
    Addie Leasure 

 
 
 

1    Ed & Sally Ellis 
       Roger & Jeanne Hale 
6    Jim & Sherry Heath 
8    Lloyd & Fay Shoemaker 
10  Dorthea & Ken Casselman  
13  Ed & Ann Elliott 
14  Doug & Amy Sweetman 
15  Jennifer & Curt Everett 
17  Fred & Wanda Shellenberg 
20  Don & Joanne Motter 
      Eric & Jenny Sweetman 
22  Joe & Julie Adams 
23  Jeff & Ashlee Larger 
24  Jim & Nancy Brogden 
      Steven & Katie Farris 
      Dave & April Vosler 
26  Pat & Pam Brown 
28  Hubert & DiAnn Bateman 

Greene Street Church Family 
–Ariana Barnhart, Edward 
Eidemiller, Betty Gary, Peg Hance, 

Ben & Jane Hiser, Becky Kelly, Polly Leasure, Chrissy 
Meckstroth, Joanne & Don Motter, Jim Otey, Miriam 
Robinson, Darrell Seas 

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Marilyn, Marvin, 
Ashley Robinson, Judy Smith, Diane and Jim, Susanne (Ash), 
James LaChere (Brogden), Madeline Davis (Califf), Debbie 
Deeter, Lora Eutsler (Clark), Gary Johnson, Gene Schuster, 
Wayne Fischer (Collette), Ron Cooper (Cooper), Betsy 
Manson (Ellis), Bill Little (Frazier), Steve Bryiant (Gaier), Bill & 
Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Jerry Schleinitz, 
Angie Shroyer, Nathaniel Clayton, Jackie Thompson, Jacob 
Clifton, Peggy Root, Ilene Root (Helman), Vickie Buroker 
Chappie (Motter), Michelle Garber, Jill Hughes, Jennifer 
Weber, Rick Frantz (Seas), Mike Jess, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn 
Ketrow, Linda Larson (Stilwell) 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark 
Cripe (Elliott), James Riley (Gaier), Ben Datu (and family in 
Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, Joseph 
Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton 
Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison; Dorothy 
Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Jo Asher, Al Erbes, Rose Staley;  

We pray God’s blessings upon : the marriage of 
Nate Ellis and Giselle D’Epiro as they began their life 
together on Saturday, May 25, 2019.   

The Prayer 

Place 

Congregational 

Care Team 

Congregational Care 

Team Meeting will be 

June 11, 3 p.m. in the 

Parlor.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

9 a Girls 
Chrysalis 

Team 

9 a Boys 
Chrysalis 

Team 

2 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
2 p Girl Scout 

Troop 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

3 
 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

4 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 

5 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 
6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

6 
7 Class 

Meeting 

7 8 

9 a Girls 
Chrysalis 

Team 

9 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

10 11 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 

12 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 
6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

13 
7 Class 

Meeting 

14 15 

9 a Girls 
Chrysalis 

Team 

9 a Boys 
Chrysalis 

Team 

16 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

17 18 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 

19 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 
6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

20 21 22 

23 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

24 25 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 

26 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 
6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

27 
7 Class 

Meeting 

28 29 
9 a Boys 
Chrysalis 

Team 

30 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

      

 

Girls Chrysalis Weekend #68 
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Update from Liberia—From Kim Smith    I want to give you an update of our Capemont County 
indigenous missionary team that has been in operation for 4 months.  The county is predominantly of the 
unreached Gola, Vai, Mandingo and Mende Muslim tribes.  Uniting with Mrs. Ivy Cooper, we started a 
school in her unused school building.  Attendance has averaged 85 students.  Our team teaches school 
during the day and in the evenings and weekends, they go on missions to the villages.  Most of the people 
of this region, from hundreds of small towns, are unable to read and their children do not have schools to 
attend.   

Our Capemont team has reached 150 villages and towns in just 4 months!!!  Most of the villages reject 
them, saying they do not want to have mixed religion in their community, however existing mixed 
communities of Animism, Muslim, and Christian have received them joyfully.  A few of the Muslim 
communities have embraced them and are hoping for development and the ease of suffering of their 
town.  In Small Congo Village, 14 have confessed Christ as their Savior.  Members of our team go to them 
on Sundays for church service.  In Boima Fahnbulah Village, 113 Muslims have said they will leave Islam and 
become Christian. Of the people in this town who have become Christian or are willing to become 
Christian are the town elders, the chief, youth, and even the Imam.  They want clean water, medical, 
dental, literacy training, and schools, all of which we have provided for other towns. 

Some individuals of the towns have come to our team in private, put their faith in the Gospel, repented 
and confess Christ as their Savior.  Most of the youth of Muslim parents are not interested in Islam but their 
problem is rejection from the family and community, persecution and possibly death.  One Imam said, 
“Our parents forced us into the Muslim religion.  There is no light and no help from Islam.  We want out but 
do not know how.”  There is the potential for a great harvest.  In this region, the cloud of deception seems 
to be dissipating. 

Our team is powerful.  They gave me the testimony, “We do not fear, it is not in our hearts!”  They are full of 
passion, boldness, and sacrifice.  We define passion as suffering and dying for a cause greater then 
ourselves. We are now participating in a harvest and expect a great harvest. 

There are however, many challenges.  Below is a video I took with a drone that was given to me by a 
friend.  As you can see, the roof of our school was blown off in a storm.  The walls are of stick and mud.  
They are rotten and must be torn down.  Our school is damaged beyond repair.  Please join us in prayer as 
we seek our Lord as to what we should do.  Continue to pray as we boldly go, with the Gospel of our Lord, 
into the villages of these unreached tribes.  We see people that have been prepared by our Lord.  We 
show up in obedience and the harvest is waiting.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VR-8s-2q4E 


