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Vacation Bible School is just around the
corner. Registrations have started.
While supplies last, families that preregister will receive a VBS music CD or
digital download.
Contact Jenny Sweetman (jennifer@greenestreetumc.org) or
the church office (773-5313) if you have questions, would like to
volunteer, or donate items for this years VBS.
VBS Work Days
Wednesday, June 20, 6 p—Meeting for ALL Volunteers, come
fellowship together with a MEAL before we set out on our
adventure together. Brief meeting about expectations, Safe
Sanctuary policy, then finalizing our vision for decorating.
Thursday, June 21, 6:30 p—Pre-set up VBS
Saturday, June 23, 10 a—Shipwrecked Set up.
All Welcome!

Online Registration: https://vbspro.events/p/events/greenestumc
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Greetings Greene Street church!
Summer has arrived! Its hard to believe that 2018 is almost at the halfway point. Time has a way of slipping
through our fingers. Before you know it, we will be gearing up for another fall season of ministry at Greene St.
As we journey through the summer, I am excited to be rolling out a new sermon series that will take us from the
end of June through the end of July called “No Longer Strangers: Becoming the Church”. This sermon series will
take us through the book of Ephesians.
Since I’ve arrived, one of the ways we’ve organized worship is by going through entire books of the bible. Last
summer we ventured through the gospel of Matthew. Earlier in 2018 we had a series on the book of Colossians
that challenged our understanding of the role of church in society. We just finished a six week series on the
book of 1 John that reminded us that we are to be light and love in our world. So why do I prefer series on letters
as opposed to topical sermons or series?
First, when we work through an entire book, we are forced to deal with both the parts we like and the parts we
are challenged by. Second, by working through an entire book, the church isn’t limited to hearing from the
preachers favorite verses to preach from. The books and letters contained within the scriptures were meant to
be consumed in their entirety. We live in a soundbite culture, but the first century can hardly be described as
seeking out quick, little nuggets of information. Instead, they would have likely heard the whole story.
For instance with the book of Ephesians, and most of the letters in the New Testament, this letter would have
likely been passed around from church to church. Those churches would have read and heard the letter in their
entirety. The benefit from this is that we get the whole of what Paul or the author of any letter is trying to
convey. Sometimes the letter is written to a specific community about specific struggles. The letter of
Ephesians is written to the church in Ephesus and that territory absolutely had their own unique challenges.
However, as we dig in to this letter, we’ll find encouragement and even a strategy for how we are to live as the
church in 21st century America.
Here is the lineup if you’d like to read ahead:
June 24 - Ephesians 1:3-14
July 1 - Ephesians 2:11-22
July 8 - Ephesians 3:14-21
July 15 - Ephesians 4:1-16
July 22 - Ephesians 4:25-5:2
July 29 - Ephesians 5:15-20
I know summer is upon us and with that brings shifts in schedules from summer sports to vacations. But if
you’re in town, I hope you’ll commit to being here each week as we dig in to this important letter written to the
church in both the first century and today.
In order to keep the conversation going for the content in
Ephesians, all are invited to join myself and the staff for
lunch and deeper conversation. We’ll meet each Tuesday
from noon to one. (June 26-July 31) Bring your lunch and
we’ll eat together while digging in a little deeper to the
previous Sundays passage. Hope you’ll join us!
Peace,

Will Leasure

A quiet way of serving
Friends,

Ministries for Children
On Sunday, June 24, we will kick off the week of Vacation
Bible School… all children are invited and encouraged to join
us in worship when we will sing a favorite song from last year’s
VBS!
Recent activities in Midweek Children’s Ministries involved
creating gifts for the spring and summer events. All of the
ladies attending worship on Mother’s Day received flowers
planted by the children, all of the men will soon receive a
special treat on Father’s Day, and the military care packages
will be packed with extra prayers and love!
Sunday School
On Sundays during the 10:30 worship, children are excused
before the sermon for Sunday School in rooms 23 and 24,
upstairs off the balcony. During June and early July we will be
studying three lessons in Matthew from The Sermon on the
Mount as well as several other lessons from Jesus found in
Luke.
June’s Bible memory verse is “Teach me your way, Lord, so
that I can walk in your truth.” (Psalm 86:11)
The memory verse for July is “Everybody who hears these
words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
builder who built a house on bedrock.” (Matthew 7:24)
Kidz Worship Teachers for June
June 3

Susan Hopkins

Barb Hudson

June 10

Barb Hudson

Linda Price

June 17

Michelle Underwood

Barb Hudson

June 24

Lindsay Lambert

Barb Hudson

Did you know there are people who come
into the church each Friday to care for us
through a greeting card ministry? Have you
ever received a get well or birthday card
from the church? We have a few people who
are dedicated to sending greeting cards for
many occasions to members of Greene
Street Church. Receiving a card is a
reminder to us that we are loved, cared for,
and special to one another and to God. You
also can join in this quiet ministry. The
group is in need of postage stamps. Perhaps
you have been touched by this ministry. If
so, will you participate by giving a sheet of
stamps to the team? Or, perhaps you might
give a few dollars to Peggy Moorman, Mary
Catherine Grimes, or Jeannie Ringer to
purchase stamps. Your quiet participation
will be greatly appreciated and used to lift
up others. Thank you from the card sending
team! Stamps or dollars can also be given to
Pastor Mary Haldeman, and your gift will be
passed onto the team.
Pastor Mary
Care Pastor

Answered Prayers from the Food
Pantry
Again, this past month, we had extra foods
for our food pantry friends. They have been
amazed by their choices. And it has filled a
great need.
We had one friend who asked us to pray for
non-believers. I remember being told that
85% of the people in Piqua were unchurched.
The best thing we have to offer anyone in
Jesus.
We had one young man for whom we were
praying who has gotten out of drug use and
now has a job.
We had a couple of our friends who came to
the Indelible Grace Concert. They really
enjoyed the music.
Our food pantry friends have many needs.
Some are looking for jobs so we keep a list of
companies who are hiring. There are
surgeries, chemo treatments, financial needs
and family issues. Please remember to keep
them in your prayers.
Peggy Moorman

Nuggets of News
Thank you for supporting
Peggy Moorman in her
adventure through Certified
Lay Ministry Academy.

Graduation Sunday—June 3
High School Graduates
Leanne Price—graduated from Piqua High School.
She was a Top 100 awardee for 4 years, Salutatorian of her
class, captain of the soccer team , and member of NHS.
Leann plans to study chemistry at Butler University,
ultimately becoming a pharmacologist. “Both my faith and
the church have given me the strength and encouragement
to keep getting better, ultimately making me a better
disciple to the Lord.”
Lily Stewart—graduated from Piqua High School.
She was actively involved with basketball, softball, cross
country, track, NHS, Link Leaders, Art Club, Top 100, and
Praise Team. She also has basketball records for 3’s in a
game and career, and multiple awards in all sports
(including MVP). Lily plans to attend the University of
Cincinnati for Communication Design (Graphic Design).
“Being part of TEEM (youth group), VBS, and Praise team
has kept me connected to God throughout high school, and
most importantly connected me to lots of amazing people
that hold me accountable, have my back and always
support me in everything I do.”
Ashtyn Wilson—graduated from Piqua High
School. He graduated with academic honors, was awarded
the Piqua High School Senior award in music, the directors
award for chorus and the musical award. Ashtyn plans to
attend Ohio University in Aviation. He is currently enlisted
in the Air National Guard as Mobility Airforces Integrated
Communication/Navigation/Mission Systems. Ashtyn has
been an active member of Greene Street’s youth group
(TEEM) and has been involved in 2 mission trips and several
community wide projects through Greene Street. He was
baptized and confirmed in his faith, here at Greene Street,
as well as attended Chrysalis.
Higher Education Graduates
Rachel Castle—graduated from University of
Dayton Center for Leadership. Rachel was the graduation
speaker and earned a Master’s Certificate in leadership.

Nate Ellis—graduated with his master’s from
Malone University in Canton.
Preschool Graduate
Jade Stewart
Military Care Packages will be
packed and sent at the end of
June. Please get military
addresses (old & new) to the
office (via connection card or
email
office@greenestreetumc.org) by
June 18. Also start purchasing
goodies for the boxes. There will
be a donation box in the narthex
soon.

Thank you to all graduates / families that
turned in pictures and information. Good
luck to all!

Food and Hunger Team
Greene Street Food Pantry served a total of 147 people during
April and 18 of those individuals came to the pantry for the
first time.
Food Drives
Spring is the time for two food drives that are so very important
to stocking our food pantry. Both of these drives rely on the
generosity of our friends and neighbors in Piqua - thank you
to all who donated!
The Boy Scout Food Drive was April 28th, and we received 3,695
food items for our pantry. Not only did the Boy Scouts and their
leaders collect the food from all over Piqua, but they delivered
the food to Greene Street Church and stayed to help sort and put
the goodies away. In addition to the Boy Scouts, many thanks
go to the volunteers - including Jessica Bates, Nancy and Jim
Brogden, Diane and Tim Collette, Diana and Jeff Hall, Becky
Kelly, Marj Stillwell, and Mike Taylor.
The second big food drive was the Postal Food Drive on May
12th. We do not have a count of the items we received, but we
can see that our shelves are overflowing and we have extra food
packed in boxes for the coming months. This drive takes quite a
bit of coordination - to meet postal carriers on their route to pick
up food, to divide food at the post office, bring the food from the
post office to the church and the final steps of checking, sorting
and stocking the items on the shelves. We owe a HUGE thank
you to Diana Hall for coordinating all of the volunteers to make
sure each step was covered. The volunteers covering the various
steps included: Joan Beck, Betty and Dick Clark, Girl Scout
Troop 30642 (Lauren Sweetman’s troop), Becky Kelly, Cindy
Lacey, Peggy Moorman, Ryan Pierre, Jennifer and Eric
Sweetman, Mike Taylor, and Kathy Trostel.
One additional donation came from a program called “Bushels
for Hunger.” Through the Ohio Farm Bureau and the grain
elevators in Darke, Miami, and Shelby Counties, donations are
collected during the year each time a farmer brings grain to the
elevator to sell. If the farmer chooses, he/she can donate a
number of bushels designated for Bushels for Hunger. The
elevator keeps track of these donations and once a year one food
pantry in each of the three counties is designated to receive the
proceeds. The bushels sold at the Troy and Covington grain
elevators for this program brought us a donation of over $1500.
We thank our friends and neighbors in Piqua and the farmers of
Miami County for being so generous. We are blessed indeed!
As our pantry grows, we look for additional volunteers to help
keep the pantry stocked. Currently Diane and Tim Collette are
the moving force behind keeping food from Aldi’s on the
shelves. We need the help of someone who would have a few
hours each week to help with the shopping and stocking of these
items. For more information contact Diane, Tim, or any member
of the Food and Hunger Team - Jessica Bates, Nancy Brogden,
Diana Hall, or Will Leasure.

BUILDING
IMPROVEMENT
TEAM
The Building
Improvement Team
will be having their
first 2018 meeting
the first week of
June. The purpose
of our meeting will
be to follow up on our previous
restoration work that has already been
completed and to establish what
activities that we will be focusing on for
2018. As in the past, we will prioritize this
years work determined by need and
campaign funds available. Based on our
May 1, 2018 financial report, we have a
balance of $56,806 in funds to put forth
in improving our church structurally and
appearance.
This year we will be focusing on
prioritizing the following projects: (1)
Raising the existing balcony hand rail to
improve safety (2) Continuing our
interior plaster and painting in necessary
areas (3) Installing interior directional
signs to improve communications (4)
Installing interior weather stripping
around the Caldwell St doors...this has
already been completed on the Greene
St doors and has proven to be effective
(5) Applying drywall on the north wall in
Wilson Hall (6) Completing our
landscaping project and (7) Determine
design and location (Caldwell and Greene
St) for our exterior church
communications sign. Also, we can not
forget the renovation of the Narthex!!
As you can see, we have many additional
items that we wish to improve upon,
however what we do will depend on our
campaign funds that have been
collected. We appreciate the
congregation’s support and donations
that you have already given in the past
and look forward to your continuing
support. In closing, I would like to
personally thank the members on the
committee and the congregation for
their support and cooperation that they
have given me over the past 3 years.
-Don Brown
Project Leader

The Prayer
Place
Greene Street
Church Family –
Robyn Cooper, Edward
Eidemiller, Ben & Jane
Hiser, Don Motter, Jim Otey, Paul Rice, Darrell
Seas, Chuck Woods

Friends and Family of Greene Street–
Marvin, Angela Eller, Judy Smith, Ashley Robinson
(Ash), Marv & Lois (Brogden), Joe Teach (Califf),
Dean Kerns (Elliott), Phil Edwards, Kelly Wion,
Joann Livsay, Bill Little (Frazier), Bruce Marshall
(Hardman), Bill Weyant, Jim Burton, Angie Eller,
David Helman, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Jackie
Thompson, Jerry Schleinitz (Helman), Michael
Davis, Barb Bollenbacher (Hiser), Jennifer Morgan
(Hopkins), Cindy (Kelly), Larry Motter (Motter),
John (Linda Price), Wally Parke (Seas), Kim Smith
(Smith), Mary Jones, Debra Jones (Stewart), Mike
Jess, Joyce Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn
Ketrow, Brock Gessner, Bob Blythe, Jayli, Connor,
Hannah & Genevieve Haren (Stilwell), Victoria
Henderson (Woods)

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Clark Cripe
(Elliott), Ben Datu (and family in Japan) (Mullikin),
Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman
(Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton
Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Jim Whetstone,
Nancy Callison; Spring Meade: Martha Fraley;
Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy
Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys Mullen; Story Point: Al
Erbes;

We pray God’s comfort to be with:
 Family and friends of Martha Wagner, who
passed away on Wednesday, May 16, 2018.
Memorial contributions may be made to Greene
Street United Methodist Church Food Pantry
program.

Martha Fraley will celebrate her 95th
birthday on June 15th. Let’s shower her with
cards and/or visits!
Her address is: 4375 S. County Road 25A
SpringMead Tipp City, Ohio 45371

Birthdays and Anniversaries (6/1—7/20)
June Birthdays
2 Ed Eidemiller
3 Suzanne Brown
Hallan Hare
Lindsay Lambert
Bruce Whited
4 Patricia Taylor
5 Holly Jensvold
7 Lynn Eidemiller
Elliott Larger
8 Missy Brinkman
Terry Fry
9 Mark Haldeman
Josh Trombley
11 Katie Erbes
Riley Zaleski
13 Barbara Heater
14 Levi Miller
Jim Reas
15 Kathy Califf
Martha Fraley
16 Landon Adams
Jenny Erbes
Mary Guenthner
Carolyn McClannan
18 Nancy Cox
19 Jessica Apple
Aubrey Cox
21 Zoe Leasure
April Vosler
23 Amanda Seas
Gloria Tapp
24 Nancy Brogden
Katie Farris
Steven Farris
Will Leasure
Robert Salisbury
25 Eric Taylor
27 Dave Palmer
28 Jennifer Kist
29 Libby Brown
Jeff Heath
Addie Leasure
30 Hayden Hare

July Birthdays
1- Linda Harbison
Joe Thompson
2- Jason Frazier
Megan Sweetman
3- Devon Sever
Dylon Sever
4- Chris Smith
5- Doug Sweetman
6- Avery Marrs
Wyatt Marrs
Keri Scott
7- Lauren Collins
Marin DuBois
8- Becky Doak
Mike Tinkler

9- Ryan Teale
11- Jason Jensvold
Beth Reimer
12-Bethannie Dolder
Kasey Jo Marrs
13-Jacob Jensvold
14-Chuck Alexander
Mary Haldeman
Rick Kist
15-Kendall Grunkemeyer
Mary Pummill
16-JoJo Marrs
Lisa Seas
17-Ray Hare
Scott Little
Don Smith
18-Kacey Gambill
Kai Palmer
Megan Pettit
19-Gemma Farris
RJ Monnier
20-Janet Smith

June Anniversaries
1 Ed & Sally Ellis
Roger & Jeanne Hale
6 Jim & Sherry Heath
8 Lloyd & Fay Shoemaker
10 Dorthea & Ken Casselman
13 Ed & Ann Elliott
14 Doug & Amy Sweetman
15 Jennifer & Curt Everett
Chuck & Nancy Woods
17 Fred & Wanda Shellenberg
20 Don & Joanne Motter
Eric & Jenny Sweetman
22 Joe & Julie Adams
23 Jeff & Ashlee Larger
24 Jim & Nancy Brogden
Steven & Katie Farris
Dave & April Vosler
26 Pat & Pam Brown
28 Hubert & DiAnn Bateman

July Anniversaries
5- Greg & Bonnie Trissell
9- Steve & Melanie Elsass-Smith
13-Will & Polly Leasure
Beth & Phil Reimer
14-Jeff & Jeanne Collett
Cortney & Danny Henry
15-Doug & Bethannie Dolder
Jason & Holly Jensvold
16-Ben & Jane Hiser
19-Bill & Linda Carter
Scott & Kaley Little
20-Erin & RJ Monnier
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1

2
Girls Chrysalis
Team

Grad. Sun.
9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

3

4

5

6:30 p Melody
Men

6:30 p Melody
Men

10

11

12

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

17

6:30 p Melody
Men

18

19

7 p Ad Board

6:30 p Melody
Men

24

25

26
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Tue

1

2

3

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

8

9

15

16

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

22

23

7

8

13

14

15

12 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

12 p Disciple
Bible Study
6 p—VBS
Meeting/ Meal
6:30 p Praise

20

6:30 p-VBS
Work Day

21

22

27

28

29

Wed

Thu

Fri

4

5

6

12 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School

6:30 p Melody
Men

Girls Chrysalis
Weekend #66
9 & 10:30 a
Worship

6

12 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
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10

11

5:30 Alpha
Center
6:30 p Melody
Men

12 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

17

18

6:30 p Melody
Men

12 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

24

25

9

Girls & Boys
Chrysalis Team

16

Girls & Boys
Chrysalis Team

23

Boys Chrysalis
Team
10 a- VBS Work
Day

30

Boys Chrysalis
Team
Wedding

Sat
7

Girls Chrysalis Weekend #66

12

13

19

20

26

27

14

21

Boys Chrysalis
Team
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