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Greetings Greene Street church! 

 

We have flown through the season of Lent and arrived on the other side of the resurrection. We 
had a wonderful Holy Week  - from Palm Sunday to shared services on Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday. But we aren’t finished yet! You may already know that we consider every Sunday a 
resurrection day. But you may not realize for much of the church across the world, Easter Sunday is 
the kick off for a season of Easter that lasts 50 days. 

As we transition seasons in the church calendar I am often drawn to the words and work of 
Benedictine nun, Sister Joan Chittister. Here are a few words from her reflecting on this season of 
Easter:  

“To say ‘I believe in Jesus Christ . . . who rose from the dead,’ is to say I believe that the 
Resurrection goes on and on and on forever. Every time Jesus rises in our own hearts in new ways, 
the Resurrection happens again. Every time we see Jesus where we did not recognize him before 
— in the faces of the poor, in the love of the unloved, in the revelatory moments of life, Jesus rises 
anew. The real proof of the Resurrection lies not in the transformation of Jesus alone but in the 
transformation awaiting us who accept it. 

To say, ‘I believe in Jesus Christ . . . who rose from the dead,’ is to say something about myself at 
the same time. It says that I myself am ready to be transformed. Once the Christ-life rises in me, I 
rise to new life as well. ‘Christ is risen, we are risen,’ we sing at Easter. But it has a great deal more 
to do with life than with death. If I know that Jesus has been transformed, then I am transformed 
myself, and as a result, everything around me.”  

This is an extension of what I preached about on both Palm Sunday and Easter. If you have been 
baptized as a follower of Jesus, then you have received a new primary identity. That primary 
identity is that you have been transformed by Christ and follow Him. 

Over the course of these fifty days our texts that will guide 
us come from the book of Acts in a sermon series called 
The Unexpected Acts of God. Over these seven weeks 
we’ll hear about the conversions of Paul and Lydia. We will 
see Paul and Silas in a jail, jailed for their work in the Lord. 
We will culminate these fifty days by celebrating Pentecost, 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. As we read, we will see that 
the work of God is indeed unexpected, yet comes about 
by our willingness to be available to be transformed by 
God. 

The event of the resurrection was unexpected. In this 
season, might we expect God to do the unexpected in 
and through us; pushing, prodding, nudging and 
transforming who we are. 

I hope you will dig in to the book of Acts with me over this season! 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene St. UMC  

Youth Mission Trip—Greene Street Youth and 
Adults will be going on a mission trip to 
Gatlinburg, TN, June 16-21.  If you would like to 
help support this mission trip, stop by the 
narthex and select an envelope with the dollar 
amount on it you would like to donate.  Seal 
the money in the envelope and put it in the 
offering plate or stop by the office during the 
week and drop it off.   
Thank you for your support! 



Thank you to a very kind and 
helpful young lady.... Maddison 
Fogt, a high school senior, has 
volunteered on Wednesday 
Nights this year to be an extra set 
of hands for our many projects 
and activities! We praise God for 
Maddy who has been a blessing 
to us, and thank her for her gift of 
service!  

On Sundays during the 10:30 
worship, children are excused 
before the sermon to attend 
Sunday School in one of two 
classes: children age five through 
second grade meet in room 23 
and students in 3rd through 6th 
grade in room 24, upstairs off the 
balcony. This month we will read 
stories from 1 Samuel, Daniel, 
Mark and Acts about family 
friends. 

May’s memory verse is: “Friends 
love all the time, and kinsfolk are 
born for times of 
trouble.” (Proverbs 17:17)  

Children who memorize this verse 
and 
recite it 
to Miss 
Barb will 
earn a 
special 
prize! 

 

Ministries for Children 

Thank you Church Family! 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt was enjoyed by a large 
number of our Greene Street families.  After worship on 
Palm Sunday, many helpful servants brought food for 
our potluck, helped with set up, serving and clean up, 
and took pleasure in dining together as Christ’s Love 
was experienced through fellowship, laughter and lots 
of fun!  The children then hunted for Easter Eggs in 
different areas of the church and were treated to an 
abundance of candy filled plastic eggs, lovingly 
donated by all of YOU! We are extremely grateful for 
the help of countless devoted youth and adults who 
patiently filled and hid more than 2,000 eggs, including 
our youth from TEEM and the Sunday school class in the 
Parlor. The children are extremely fortunate and blessed 
by the love and caring of our entire church family! 

Wednesday Night Ministries has ended for the summer 
and will resume in September. Thank you to all the 
families whose children attended! During this school 
year, the children in grades 1-6 continued to develop 
their prayer life with prayer stations, learning that there 
are many reasons to pray and that God will hear our 
prayers wherever we are.  In addition to presenting our 
Christmas Musical, “One Starry Night”, the students also 
sang a special song in worship on Palm Sunday, 
completed many projects including filling shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child, creating treats to send to 
our college students, and making cards and gifts for 
some of our home bound friends. During Sunday School 
in the next month we will continue with more special 
projects!  



 Answered Prayers from the Food 
Pantry 

We are still filling our shelves with food 
the Scouts collected. What a blessing 
that has been. 

I had one lady come with her son. He 
was telling me he likes to help people 
and when he grows up he wants to be 
a Chaplain. I invited him back this 
summer when school is out so he could 
help carry bags of food. 

Another lady came and she asked that 
I pray that Jesus would get her through 
everything she deals with. 

Then I had a man come who had told 
me he was going to be tested to see if 
he had colon cancer for the second 
time. He shared that he is cancer free. I 
said “Thank you Jesus!” He just had a 
big smile on his face. 

Another gentleman asked that I pray 
that God would do what is best for him. 
Sounds like something we should all 
pray. 

We are privileged to be able to help our 
friends with food. I am certain they are 
very appreciative.  

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Greene Street has members that share 
their talents in creating beautiful prayer 
shawls.  These shawls are used by 
Greene Streeters and Hospice to 
embrace people who need a little more 
comfort in dealing with health issues.   

Not your talent? Bring in any extra yarn 
you might have to allow these ladies to 
create their beautiful work. 

Building Improvement Team 

Our Building Improvement Team was overwhelmingly 
surprised a few weeks ago by a donation from Richard 
Donnelly. Unbeknownst to us, Richard has donated 
and paid the total cost including material and labor 
for our new Exterior Communication Sign. We can not 
thank him enough for his contribution and what this 
means to our entire congregation. I would ask that the 
next time you see Richard, please take the 
opportunity to thank him and mention how much we 
appreciate his contribution to the church.  

Don Brown                 
Project Leader 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 

Please mark Sunday, June 2nd, on your calendars for 
Graduate Recognition Sunday at Greene Street!  If 
you or a Greene Streeter you know is graduating from 
high school, college, pre-school, or other institution of 
higher learning, please give their contact info to the 
church office.  Please send a photo and a paragraph 
including where you are graduating from, special 
activities/awards/honors you may have, and future 
plans to jennifer@greenestreetumc.org by 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019. 

**Students enrolling in Ohio State University who are 
connected to Greene Street Church have an 
opportunity for a special scholarship. Contact the 
church office for details.** 

Wedding Coordinator Needed  

Responsibilities would include: Keep in 
contact with couple to discuss progress to 
date and facilitate rehearsals; Coordinate 
with staff to ensure the building is ready 
for use; Oversee all facets of setup and 
help direct the moving parts of the 
ceremony. If you are interested (or know 
someone who is), please contact the 
church office for more information. 

Vacation Bible School 

It’s about time to ROAR with excitement! Mark your 
calendars now. Vacation Bible School will be July 8-
12, 6:30-8:30 p.m. with a preview luncheon on July 7 
at 11:45 a.m.  

If you are interested in helping please contact Jenny 
Sweetman (jennifer@greenestreetumc.org). 
Upcoming dates: Planning Meeting—Sat. May 18, 10 
a.m.  Work Days—Thur. May 30, 6:30 p.m., Sat. June 
8, 10 a.m., Sat. June 29, 10 a.m.  Set Up—Sat. July 6, 
10 a.m. 



Food and Hunger Team 

This month we want to highlight two volunteers who have been working at our food pantry for 
many years.  Following are their responses when asked how long they have volunteered in the 
pantry, why they joined the team, what their responsibilities are and any stories that have touched 
them over the years.  Thank you both for all the time you have given to this mission and the love 
you have shared. 

Marj Stilwell 

I believe I began working at the food pantry before retiring from 
teaching in 2002 during the summer months.  I worked with Eleanor 
Roberts and Barb Heater plus others; then in 2009 I began working 
with Pat Helman on pretty much a weekly basis. Peggy Moorman 
joined the team after her retirement and she helps with the 
donated things clients get before coming into the pantry, plus the 
prayer concerns are addressed very quickly. 

Volunteering at the food pantry seemed a positive step in providing 
care to God's people.  We do more than feed hungry souls as we 
provide a sounding board to their problems and their journeys in 
discovering God and the blessings of Christ.  Generally speaking, I 
work in the pantry itself stocking shelves, try to keep on top of 
ordering supplies, help clients select items and bag them up.  We 
seem to discuss recipes, food preparation and use of particular 
food items a lot. 

So very many stories— families on last dime, no place to go, 
sometimes things work out, sometimes not.  We shed tears and 

share smiles and hugs on frequent occasions. We rejoice in new employment, families reuniting, 
illnesses being cured or going into remission.  We mourn those who pass away. Every Wednesday 
morning is a blessing, an opportunity, and an education. And a good physical workout! 

Pat Helman 

Honestly I have lost track of how many years I have volunteered in 
the food pantry. It just has become a part of my life serving the 
friends that come to the pantry. I think I was there in the 
beginning.  The reason I started serving was I felt it was a calling 
from God. Each day I look at my life and ask myself what are you 
doing for your Lord. Sometimes you just think what can I do to be of 
service to help others. The Food Pantry was an opportunity to serve 
others and I truly have been blessed by the lives I’ve touched over 
the years.   

I greet people when they arrive, sign them in, give a hug or two, 
listen to a story they chose to share. Sometimes I work downstairs in 
the pantry and help clients pick their choice of food. I help stock 
shelves at the end of the shift so they are ready for the next day. 

When you see the same people week after week you feel them not 
only as a client of the pantry, but also a friend. You listen to their 
stories, their need to reach out for a listening ear to share their 
burden with, and then to share their joys with you.  I may have 
touched a few lives just because I care and share my love, but many of them have touched my 
life also. I was asked by a woman to write to her son who was sent to prison for years. I truly 
cringed when I found out his crime, but I am not the judge, and I felt God wanted me to write a 
letter to him, so I did. She thanked me, and let me know it meant a lot to her that I cared. There 
was a family living in their car because they lost everything due to a illness of a child, and they 
had to make frequent trips to the hospital.  They needed food and gas and we helped them with 
our love and prayers. It’s not just about feeding hungry bellies, but feeding the soul with love and 
kindness, and lots of prayers. I have been blessed to be of service to our Lord through the Food 
Pantry. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1   Joey Kline 
    Kenneth Stewart 
2   Joshua Heath 
    Bob Luby 
    Ryan Vosler 
4   Zoe Farris   
5 Peg Hance 
    Hannah Lambert  
6   Lindsey Penrod 
7   Karen Kist 
    Jason Lange 
8   Sarah Apple  
    Alex Thompson 
10  Dottie Goater  
    Judy MacKellar 
12  Maura DuBois 
    Scott Phillips 
    Joseph Sherman 
    Lauren Sweetman 
13  Drew Staley 
    Bill Wright 
15   Sharon Fogt  
16 Bonnie Trissell 
17 Jason Lambert 
18 Christina Meckstroth 
  Abby Peeples 
19  Kelsea Ellerman  
    Quinten Reimer  
20  Amanda MacKellar 
    Gage Smith 
21 Richard Donnelly 
 Charlee Klopp 
23 Sarah Doak 
26 Ben Hiser 
27 Stephen Teale 
28 Nancy Callison 
    Lila Prouty 
    Robert Tauber 
29 Whitney Henson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8   Jim & Melanie Sever 
10  Mark & Susan Hopkins 
11  Duane & Tawnya Gaier 
14 Kris & Cindy Brown 
16 Joyce & Chris Ellerman 
25  Tom & Melissa Wagner 

Greene Street Church Family 
–Ariana Barnhart, Edward 
Eidemiller, Betty Gary, Peg Hance, 

Ben & Jane Hiser, Becky Kelly, Polly Leasure, Lisa 
Meckstroth, Don Motter, Jim Otey, Miriam Robinson, Darrell 
Seas, Cecil Stewart 

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Marilyn, Marvin, 
Ashley Robinson, Judy Smith, Diane and Jim, Susanne (Ash), 
James LaChere (Brogden), Madeline Davis (Califf),  Debbie 
Deeter (Clark), Gary Johnson, Gene Schuster, Wayne 
Fischer (Collette), Bill Little (Frazier), Dorothy Wagner (Fry), 
Steve Bryiant (Gaier),  Bill & Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, 
Bob Wirrig, Jerry Schleinitz, Angie Shroyer, Nathaniel 
Clayton, Jackie Thompson, Jacob Clifton, Peggy Root 
(Helman), Austin Lear (Hiser), Lettie Cheeseman 
(Meckstroth), Vickie Buroker Chappie (Motter), Lee & 
Bobbie Landis (Pollock), Michelle Garber, Jill Hughes, 
Jennifer Weber (Seas), Ellie Belcher (Stewart), Mike Jess, 
Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow, Sharon Ford, Noralie 
McCoy Brower, Linda Larson (Stilwell) 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark 
Cripe (Elliott), James Riley (Gaier), Ben Datu (and family in 
Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, Joseph 
Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton 
Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison; Dorothy 
Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Jo Asher, Al Erbes, Rose Staley;  

We pray God’s comfort to be with: 

We pray God’s comfort to be with Missy and Larry Hunt and 
family upon the death of his mother, Mary Barnt on April 18, 
2019.   

Prayers for God’s peace are extended to family and friends 
of Roxie Roberts, who passed away on Saturday, April 20, 
2019. 

We pray God’s comfort to be with Joe and Linda Payne and 
family upon the death of their youngest son Jonathan on 
Monday, April 22, 2019.  

We pray God’s comfort to be with Dot & Tom Hampshire and 
family upon the death of their daughter Beth Hampshire on 
Tuesday, April 23, 2019.  

The Prayer 

Place 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
11:30 a 

Disciple Bible 
Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

2 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

3 4 

9 a Chrysalis 
Board 

Meeting 

5 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

6 
 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

8 
11:30 a 

Disciple Bible 
Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

9 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

10 11 

9 a Girls 
Chrysalis 

Team 

12 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

13 
 

 

7 p Girl Scout 
Leader 

14 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

15 
11:30 a 

Disciple Bible 
Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

16 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

17 18 
8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

9 a Boys 
Chrysalis 

Team 

10 a VBS 
Planning 
Meeting 

19 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

20 21 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

22 
11:30 a 

Disciple Bible 
Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

23 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

24 25 

26 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

27 

 

 

 
Office 
Closed 

28 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

7 p Preschool 
Graduation 

29 
11:30 a 

Disciple Bible 
Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

30 

 

6:30 p VBS 
Work Day 

7 Class 
Meeting 

31  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Volunteers are needed for 

the Postal Drive.  

 We will need people to work at the 

Post Office, to sort and put away 

food items at the church, and drivers 

to transport the donations from the 

Post Office to the church.  Typically, 

the drive runs from noon to five and 

we book volunteers in two hour shifts.  

However, we would appreciate any 

help we can get.  Anyone interested 

can contact any member of the 

Food and Hunger Team - as well as 

the church office. 


