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Greetings Greene Street! 

Over the past two months we have started to incorporate some new (old) songs into our Sunday mornings.  Much 
of the inspiration for learning these new songs has been due to a group called Indelible Grace, who are out of 
Nashville.  We had the great privilege of hosting their touring band on April 25 and it was a great night of music, 
worship, and learning. 

The evening started with an hour long seminar facilitated by Matthew Smith.  Matthew is the touring face of 
Indelible Grace and has been a part of many projects Indelible Grace have released over the last 20 years.  Matthew 
brought us his story and experience with taking these old hymns and giving them new melodies.  One of the things I 
found most valuable was how he described what has helped him engage in worship. 

He identified four different ways and areas where we ought to be engaged when we come to church on Sunday.  
This of course doesn’t include only music, but the whole worship service on Sunday morning.  He named that we 
should engage our imagination, our intellect, our will, and our emotions.  So often we boil down our Sunday 
morning experience and its worth by asking a couple of questions.  First, we ask or intuit, was I moved by the 
service?  This leans heavily on our emotional experience.  The danger here is that it is difficult week in and week out 
to create an emotionally charged worship service, not to say anything about where our emotional state is when we 
arrive at church each week.  The second question we are good at ruminating on when we leave church is whether 
we learned anything.  Having both our intellect and our emotions impacted by worship is a good thing, but there is 
more. 

The other two areas that Matthew highlighted were helpful.  He suggested that our imaginations ought to be 
triggered by what we are experiencing in worship.  I think this area is sorely lacking because it takes a certain 
amount of trust to believe that God will be present even if we don’t manufacture some way to convince people on 
Sunday that God is present.  This also means that the words that we are hearing, the songs we are singing ought to 
provoke or stimulate an imaginative state about who God is.  A helpful question to ask might be, does a given song 
I’m singing cause to me to ponder who God is?  Am I provoked to think deeply about what God is like because of 
scripture, a sermon or a song? 

Finally, Matthew suggested that our will should be engaged.  This is another aspect that I think we often fail to 
acknowledge. This is another area where we trust that God is present in the process of worship and is the one 
pulling us into deeper relationship with Him.  This goes deeper than emotion or intellect in that we are being 
transformed, by God, from the inside out as we engage in worship. As we are transformed, who we are as followers 
of Jesus, is deepened. 

One of the subtle changes I made early on in my time here was to include a Psalm reading in our worship every 
week. I’ve heard folks comment that we should change it up and do different readings, or change when or how  we 
read the Psalm in the service.  I appreciate that feedback.  One of the reasons that I have committed to hearing a 
Psalm every week is because they are perhaps our best example in the scriptures for inviting us to consider and 
engage each of those areas listed above; our imagination, our intellect, our will, and our emotions.  The Psalms run 
the gamut from effusive praise, to wonder, to sorrow, to commitment, to anger, to sadness, and everything in 
between.  The Psalms, if we let them, invite us to consider the whole of what it means to be human.  

I am looking forward to the next few months and years as we continue to learn these new (old) songs.  Along the 
way, our church will be invited to consider the whole of their 
human experience and discover that even in the context of 
worship, we can be brutally honest with God.  We know this 
because God has given us the scriptures which describe all 
the ways that we experience what it is like to be human. I’m 
looking forward to journeying with you all as we add new 
songs, elements and engage our whole life and heart in 
worship and praise of God. 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Will Leasure 
Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC 
revwill@greenestreetumc.org 



 

 

Ministries for Children 

Midweek 
 
This month Midweek (Wednesday Night Ministries) 
will meet just two more times before Summer 
break. Children in Kindergarten through Sixth 
grade, please join us on May 2nd and May 9th for 
music activities, prayer stations, and gift making 
(for Mothers, Fathers, and Military). We will gather 
in the Narthex at 6:30 p.  As the weather will be 
warmer and the sun still up, parents may park on 
Greene St. and children will be escorted to your car 
at 7:30 p. 
 
Sunday School 
 
On Sundays during the 10:30 worship, children are 
excused before the sermon for Sunday School and 
may attend one of two classes which meet upstairs 
off the balcony: five year olds through 2nd grade 
meet in room 23, and students in 3rd through 6th 
grade in room 24. 
 
During our lessons in May we will continue to learn 
about Paul’s ministry, including stories of Lydia, 
Silas, being Shipwrecked and Pentecost, all from 
the book of Acts. 
 
May’s Bible memory verse is: “Change your hearts 
and lives.” (Acts 2:38). Any child who memorizes 
the verse and recites it to Ms Barb will earn a small 
prize. 

 
Thank you to the following 
volunteers who so lovingly teach our 
children on Sunday mornings: 

 Kidz Worship Teachers for May 

May 6 Kelly Meckstroth Holly Jensvold 

May 13 Lindsay Lambert Barb Hudson 

May 20 Michelle Underwood Barb Hudson 

May 27 Laura Jackson Barb Hudson 

   



Thank you so much for remembering me with the 
beautiful yellow chrysanthemum! May my church family 
have a Blessed Easter. Miss you.  

In Christ’s love, Martha Fraley  

 

Dear Greene Streeters, Thank you for the cards and 
flowers and prayers. They were greatly appreciated. I am 
well but still have some problems with walking.  

Sincerely, Jean Francony 

 

Dear Greene Streeters, 

On behalf of Bruce and I, please accept our thanks for all of 
your thoughts and prayers.  

As you may know, Bruce’s open heart surgery was text 
book perfect, but afterward several complications arose, 
slowing his recovery. 

His surgery was 3 months ago, and he is doing great, and is 
in his second week of cardio-rehab. 

Thanks again for your concern and the beautiful altar 
flowers that Peggy brought to the hospital. Your 
continued calls, prayers and visits were very much 
appreciated. 

Your friends, Bruce and Carol Hogston 

 

Thank you so much for my bud vase and the pretty yellow 
carnation flower arrangement. 

Much Love, Margie Trimmer 

 

Dear Greene St. Family, 

Today I received a lovely vase with a fresh flower and an 
Easter Greeting and Love sent by my Greene Street 
Church family. 

You never really know how much this means until you are 
on the receiving end of such a remembrance. Every month 
have received a lovely card of caring from the prayer ladies 
Jeanne, Mary Catherine, and Peggy. 

Rev. Leasure and Peggy came to visit and brought me a 
beautiful hand knitted prayer shawl to keep my shoulders 
warm on a cool night. 

Such wonderful blessings plus all the prayers that have 
been lifted for me. How do I thank everyone for these 
things? I am so very grateful! 

Since Dick died last May and I had a stroke in Sept., I am 
now living at Garbry Ridge. It is a wonderful caring place 
and I am doing well and happy. Please keep me in your 
prayers and know that I love you all. 

May God bless, Nancy Callison 

Gratitude Nuggets of News 

 
United Methodist Men 

May 19, 8 a.m. 
Greene Street  

Wall/Wesleyan Room in the 
basement 

The UMM would like to remind all men that 
you are invited to attend our monthly 
meetings. The more men we have involved 
the more ideas we have for the better good 
of God’s Church.  

Contact Jenny Sweetman or the church 
office (773-5313) if you have question, would 

like to volunteer or would like to order a        
t-shirt for this years VBS.   

Coming Soon: 

Paper Registrations 

Donation List 

May 20, 3 p.m. VBS Work Day 

All Welcome! 



 

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry 

This past month we had lots of extra foods for our 
friends. They left saying things like “Wow, I hit the 
jackpot!” And “I didn’t think we would get so much.” 

It was an answer to their prayers. 

We had one lady who told us last month that her 
grandson was having a vision problem. This month 
she said his eyesight had been restored. 

We had one gentlemen who said he was having pain 
from his head to his toes. He had had a heart attack 
and had kidney failure. However, he still praising God 
for his many blessings. 

Please remember to pray for our friends. There are 
many needs such as financial, health, and jobs. We are 
having some interesting conversations and I am 
hopeful that many of our friends will be at the concert. 

Peggy Moorman 

 

 

Greene Street United Methodist Church, 

Thank you for sharing in the mission of Operation Christmas Child in 2017.  We appreciate your desire and 
dedication to be part of this ministry in the Lima Area.  By including Operation Christmas Child in your church’s 
missions and outreach plans, your congregation is having an impact on spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
children in over one hundred countries.  In 2017 some of the countries receiving Lima Area shoebox gifts 
were:  Burundi, Ecuador, Ghana, Malawi, and the Ukraine. 

We praise God for: 

            The Lima Area collection of 20,810 shoebox gifts 

            The Great Lakes Region collection of 900,698 shoebox gifts 

           The United States collection of 8,878,954 shoebox gifts 

           The Worldwide collection of 11,012,840 shoebox gifts 

In 2017 4 million children enrolled in The Greatest Journey, the discipleship and evangelism program offered 
by Samaritan’s Purse through the churches that hand out the shoebox gifts in the receiving countries.  The 
Greatest Journey helps children to understand who Jesus is, how to receive Him into their hearts, how to become 
His followers, and how to share their faith with family and friends. 

Please continue to pray for the safe arrival of shoebox gifts and God’s blessings on the distributions that are taking 
place around the world.  Also, pray for the people teaching The Greatest Journey lessons and that God would 
open the hearts of the children hearing them. 

The Lima Area Team is blessed to serve with your church in the mission and ministry of Operation Christmas 
Child.  We look forward to partnering with you in the collection of shoebox gifts in 2018. 

Mike and Bonnie Condry 

Lima Area Coordinators for Operation Christmas Child 

bcoccrep@gmail.com    419-586-7989   www.samaritanspurse.org 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more 
than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and 
ever! Amen.  Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Military Care Packages will be packed and sent at 
the end of June.  Please get military addresses (old 
& new) to the office (via connection card or email 
office@greenestreetumc.org) by June 18.  Also 
start purchasing goodies for the boxes.  There will 
be a donation box in the narthex soon. 

mailto:office@greenestreetumc.org


 

From Kim Smith 

Hello, 

There is so much praise!!  I had to go to the capital, Monrovia, to look for essential press chemicals.  I was out of 
them and unable run the press.  Also needed were Bibles and reference books for our Christian book store, paper for 
our printing press, supplies for our Bible school and Gideon Bibles for discipleship.  Our Lord went before me.  Let 
me just give you the testimony of one day: 

I am in Monrovia.  It’s early in the morning, after prayer, I’m on the road going into the city center to get supplies.  
The needs were transportation into the city center, the supplies listed above, getting them on a transport truck to 
our base in Zwedru, meeting with the lawyer for our re-incorporation, and a sleeping place for the night. 

It can take hours to find a taxi into town.  Very soon a car, not a taxi, picks me up, inside are a husband and wife.  
Normally they do not pick up strangers.  But, he said that he had felt that our Lord wanted him to give me a lift.  The 
Holy Spirit united us and we enjoyed the 1 ½ hour ride in bumper to bumper traffic, the ride was answered prayer.  
During the ride, they agreed to let me stay a couple nights in their home with their family, more answered prayer.  
Going from place to place, in many different taxies, I was able to get all the supplies and put them on the truck to 
Zwedru.  Without the hand of God, even if I was able to get all these supplies, it could take days, again answered 
prayer.  After talking to the lawyer, he said that his schedule would not allow us to meet.  At the end of the day it 
was dark.  I was on the road, exhausted, trying to find a car to my new sleeping place.   In a city of a million, guess 
who picks me up?  The lawyer!  Wow!  It is so much fun walking in faith in total dependence on our Lord.  That is the 
testimonies of just one day.  There are so many more testimonies of evidence that our Lord’s hand is on His servant. 

More prayers are needed:  

The truck carrying our supplies must travel a road full of hazards and huge truck size mud holes.  The road to 
Zwedru is littered with trucks that did not make it and their loads lost.  On the truck is enough paper to print ¼ 
million pages of evangelism and discipleship material and over 2,000 Bibles.  Pray our load will arrive safely. 

We are having press supplies sent to Monrovia through DHL.  This country is one of the most corrupt countries in 
the world.  The corrupt officials can charge huge customs fees that they keep for themselves.  Pray our load will not 
be stolen, that the corrupt officials won’t rob us, and that we can get them safely to our base in Zwedru. 

As one body, in unity, through prayer the gates of Hell, the stronghold of Satan will be destroyed!  Let us continue 
to pray, in unshakeable faith, that our Lord will use us to accomplish His purposes.  Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to 
sweep through Liberia in a revival that will produce a great harvest. 

Kim 

From the Care Office 

Pastor Mary Haldeman 

My favorite scripture is the vine and the branches.  John 15:5 says, “I am the vine, you are the branches.  If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me, you can do nothing.  If you do not remain in me, 
you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned.”   Friends I am most honored and humbled to have the opportunity to join the Greene St. staff.   I am a 
retired pastor serving part-time. Thank you! As I reflect on these words, I always think of my husband pruning 
away at our grape vines.  He’s intense on getting all the dead out and yes he burns those branches. The branches 
that wither, yet stay on the vine, are only engaged in busy work.  They bear no fruit and at the end of the day, 
have served no real purpose for the vine. They have a meaningless activity. 

As I work with you in developing care ministry to the church and the community, it will always be my intention 
to remain in Christ. Engaging in activity that is not of Christ will only lead to dead branches producing no 
fruit.   We are a people who remain in Christ, always and in all situations. In the days and weeks to come I may 
be calling you and asking you to sit down with me and talk about your faith walk and ministry. Being a servant 
is vital to remaining in Christ and I take placement of people in ministry very seriously.  Therefore, I want to 
know you. Getting to know you, your gifts and talents, and your heart for Jesus will help me place you in 
meaningful, fruit bearing ministry. I hope you’ll say, “Yes,” to a conversation with me. 

The journey of building a deep and meaningful care ministry has begun.  Please pray for me as I lead and pray 
for our church as we move forward.  Most of all, I ask you to pray daily for our city and those who have not yet 
heard the good news. 

 



Food and Hunger Team 

 
Greene Street Food Pantry served a total of 
126 people during March and 14 of those 
individuals came to the pantry for the first 
time. 

 
40 Days, 40 Dollars - Feed A Family 

Through the generosity of our church family, we 
collected enough food to provide 420 meals to 
families in Piqua.  These meals were distributed to 
families in need through Piqua Intermediate School 
and Greene Street Church. 

 

Food Drives 

Spring is the time for two food drives that are 
important to our food pantry.  The Boy Scout Food 
Drive was April 28th and the Postal Food Drive will 
be May 12th.  We are grateful to both of these 
organizations for their help in keeping our shelves 
stocked. 

If you have an hour 
or two on Saturday, 
May 12th and can 
help receive 
donations at the 
Piqua post office, 
drive donations from 
the post office to the 
church or help check 
dates and put 
donations away in 
the pantry, contact 
Diana Hall. 

The willingness of 
the Piqua 
community to help 
by donating food 
and time means so much to the success of our 
efforts.  We cannot say “Thank You” often 
enough. 

The Building Improvement 
Committee has not assigned 
any contracts for the next 
project planned.  Currently 
we have $56,806.61 in the 
fund with all bills paid for 
projects completed.  We 
thank you for your 
faithfulness in honoring your 
pledges.  Special thanks to 
those who have given a 
second mile gift towards the 
work.  The exterior of the 
building looks stunning with 
more to come. 

Forever Young 

Forever Young will meet for fun, food, and fellowship 
on Tuesday, May 22nd at 11:30 a.m. in the Wall-
Wesleyan Room. There will be a carry-in at 11:30 a.m. 
followed by a guest speaker—fellow church member 
and Instructor of Early Childhood Education and Care, 
Natalee Heath. She will share information about the 
Early Childhood program and the career center and its 
role in the community. 

Concerning the carry-in—you may make a dish to share 
or you may buy something at the store. Some 
examples to buy are chips and dip, cookies, pie, cake, 
candy, cheese and crackers, or a deli salad. 

The food does not need to be complicated or 
expensive.  

Please call the church office to make reservations by 
Monday, May 21. If you have any questions, you may 
call Joan Beck at 606-2545. 

Here are the facts: 

Where—Greene Street Church in the Wall Wesleyan 
Room 

When—Tuesday, May 22nd at 11:30 a.m. 

What—Carry-in luncheon with the table service (paper 
goods) and beverages to be provided 

Please RSVP at the church office by Monday, May 21st. 
Come and enjoy your church members and friends for a 
time to be together. 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

Please mark Sunday, June 3rd, on your calendars for 
Graduate Recognition Sunday at Greene Street!  If 
you know someone who is graduating from high 
school, college, pre-school, or other institution of 
higher learning, please give their contact info to the 
church office.  Pick up an information sheet to 
complete about the graduate, and we’d also love to 
have a photo! 



1   Joey Kline 
    Kenneth Stewart 
2   Joshua Heath 
    Bob Luby 
    Ryan Vosler 
4   Zoe Farris   
5 Peg Hance 
    Hannah Lambert  
6   Lindsey Penrod 
7   Karen Kist 
    Jason Lange 
8   Sarah Apple  
    Alex Thompson 
10  Dottie Goater 
    Judy MacKellar 
12  Maura DuBois 
    Scott Phillips 
    Joseph Sherman 
    Lauren Sweetman 
 

13  Drew Staley 
    Bill Wright 
15   Sharon Fogt  
16 Bonnie Trissell 
17 Jason Lambert 
18 Abby Everett 
 Christina Meckstroth 
19  Kelsea Ellerman  
    Quinten Reimer  
20  Amanda MacKellar 
    Gage Smith 
21  Charlee Klopp 
23 Sarah Doak 
25  Kara Hare 
26 Ben Hiser 
27 Stephen Teale 
28 Nancy Callison 
    Lila Prouty 
    Robert Tauber 
29  Whitney Henson 

 
 
8   Jim & Melanie Sever 
10  Mark & Susan Hopkins 
11  Duane & Tawnya Gaier 
14 Kris & Cindy Brown 
16 Joyce & Chris Ellerman 
25  Tom & Melissa Wagner 

 

Greene Street Church Family –Edward Eidemiller, Avery Helman, 
Ben & Jane Hiser, Don Motter, Jim Otey, Peggy Moorman, Paul Rice, 
Miriam Robinson, Darrell Seas, Chuck Woods 

Friends and Family of Greene Street– Marvin, Angela Eller, Judy 
Smith (Ash), James La Chere, Marv & Lois (Brogden), Joe Teach (Califf), 
Hannah VanGordan, Keith Motter (Daycare), Megan Trigleth (Dilbone), 
Warren & Pauline McNemar (Ellerman & Rice), Dean Kerns (Elliott), Del 
Carr (Erbes), Phil Edwards, Kelly Wion, Joann Livsay, Bill Little (Frazier), 
Bruce Marshall (Hardman), Bill Weyant, Jim Burton, Angie Eller, David 
Helman, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Jackie Thompson, Jerry Schleinitz 
(Helman), Michael Davis, Barb Bollenbacher (Hiser), Lucy Davis 
(Hopkins), Gary Kelly (Kelly), Kiera Finnigan, Jeremy Monroe, Victoria 
Henderson, Heath Smith (Meckstroth), Mike Wooley (Motter), Colleen 
Hull, Brad Spencer (Palmer), Aaron Anderson, Jessica Schrout , Marilyn (Pummill), Catherine 
Smith, Christina Smith (Rice), Wally Parke (Seas), Kim Smith (Smith), Mary Jones, Debra Jones 
(Stewart), Mike Jess, Joyce Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Craig Steifel, Marilyn Ketrow, Brock 
Gessner, Bob Blythe (Stilwell), Victoria Henderson (Woods) 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Clark Cripe (Elliott), Ben Datu (and family in Japan) 
(Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch 
(Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Judy Elliott, Garbry Ridge: Jim Whetstone, Nancy Callison; 
Spring Meade: Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy Love: Ruth 
Brush, Gladys Mullen; Story Point: Al Erbes;  

We pray God’s comfort to 
be with: 
We pray God's comfort to be with 
Rebecca and Paul Doak and family 
upon the passing of her brother, 
William G Fessler on April 5, in MN. 

The Prayer Place 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

2 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

6:30 p 
Children’s 
MidWeek 

3 

 

 

6:30 p Girl 
Scout Troop 

4 5 

6 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

6 p Girl Scout  

7 
 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

 
7 p Ad Board 

8 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

9 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Child Care 
Committee 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

6:30 p 
Children’s 
MidWeek 

10 

 

 

6:30 p Girl 
Scout Troop 

11 12 
9 a Girls 

Chrysalis Team 

Postal Food 
Drive 

1 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

13 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

6 p Girl Scout  

14 

 

7 p Girl Scout 
Leader Meeting 

15 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

7 p Food & 
Hunger Team 

16 

 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

17 

 

 

6:30 p Girl 
Scout Troop 

18 19 

8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

20 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
3 p VBS Work 

Day 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 
6 p Girl Scout  

21 

 

 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

22 

11:30 a Forever 
Young 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

23 

 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

24 

 

 

6:30 p Girl 
Scout Troop 

25 26 

27 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

6 p Girl Scout  

28  

Office 

Closed 

29 

5:30 p Greene 
St. at Alpha 

Center 

7 p Preschool 
Graduation 

30 

 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

31 

8:30 a 
Newsletter 

Folding Party 
6:30 p Girl 

Scout Troop 
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