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Greene Street Church loves Springcreek Elementary!   

Because we are a church that cares about kids and our community, Greene Street UMC partners with 
Springcreek Elementary from time to time in various ways!   

Help kids learn in a really fun way by helping to run the Math-a-lon!  on May 12th from 9-11:30am.   A friendly 
face and a basic understanding of addition and subtraction are all that is required!  Sign up at the Welcome 
desk!  We need as many as 20 Greene Streeters for this fun morning!   

Some kids from Springcreek Elementary will be coming to us in May to do some odd jobs around our 
church!  What a great connection we have!   

 



 

Answered Prayers from the Food 
Pantry 

We have been having some great 
conversations with the people who use 
the food pantry. Here are some answers 
to our prayers: 

We have another lady who is off drugs. 

We have been praying for a daughter to 
get off drugs. Not only is she drug free 
but she is going to school to be a nurse. 

We have been praying for a mother who 
was in a nursing home. She got 
phlebitis and had to go to the hospital. 
After months of praying, she is now 
back in her home. 

We have been praying for a lady who 
was undergoing treatment for colon 
cancer. She has now completed her 
treatment. She actually came to the 
food pantry. Her son and daughter-in-
law went on and on about what a 
difference prayer has made in her life. 
Where she had been somewhat 
disagreeable, she is now a different 
person. They could not say enough 
about the power of prayer. 

It is a great blessing to get acquainted 
with these folks. They not only 
appreciate the food they get, but they 
are beginning to see the power of 
prayers.  

-Peggy Moorman 
 

Greeting Greene Street UMC! 
 
By the time you read this we will have launched a six week 
sermon series called - Going Deeper:  Words with God.  During 
this series that will run throughout the entire month of May, we 
will take a deeper look at the Bible. 
Each week of the series we’ll examine a different section or 
genre of literature contained within the scriptures.  This will not 
be exhaustive, but will give us an opportunity to explore the 
strange and wonderful world of the Bible.  Along the way, we’ll 
give suggestions on resources and books to help you continue to 
explore the Bible beyond this ser 
 
Many folks in our culture have great respect for the Bible and 
even believe that it is inspired by God.  What is difficult though, 
is understanding the Bible due to the complexity of its 
makeup.  Here are the sections we’ll cover: 
 
Torah - Also known as the Law, the books of Moses or the first 
five books in our Old Testament. 
Psalms - this section could include Proverbs and Song of 
Solomon as well as each of these books tend to be poetic. 
Prophets - The prophets generally include the last half or so of 
the Old Testament.  Each prophet brings a different message to 
Israel. 
Gospels - The Gospels are similar to many different styles of 
literature - memoir, biography, news story, letters to name a 
few.  Yet, the Gospels are distinct as well. 
Letters - Half of the New Testament comes in the form of letters 
written from one individual to another or to a church.  There are 
distinct forms that these typically take and we’ll break that 
down to help you understand the importance of the New 
Testament letters. 
Apocalyptic - This is the stuff that tends to confuse 
everyone.  Apocalyptic usually refers to end of the world 
language.  We’ll focus on the book of Revelation and I hope give 
you a new understanding and appreciation for this genre as it 
appears throughout the scriptures. 
 
I hope you’ll join us throughout this series as my goal is to help 
you grow in your love, depth and understanding of God’s word.  I 
believe it is a powerful book and contains the story of God 
interacting with the world and people God created. 
 
I hope to see you soon! 
 
Peace, 
 
Will Leasure 
Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC  



KIDZ WORSHIP 

On Sundays during the 10:30 
Unveiled Worship Gathering, 
children are excused before 
the sermon for Kidz Worship 
and may attend one of two 
classes: children age five 
through Second Grade meet 
in the ABC room off the 
corner of the Narthex, and 
students in 3rd through 
6th grade meet upstairs off 
the balcony in room 24. This 
month our Bible study 
includes four stories of Peter 
and his early ministry.  May's 
memory verse is: "I tell you 
that you are Peter.  And I’ll 
build my church on this 
rock." Matthew 16:18 

Thank you to the following 
volunteers who so lovingly 
spend time with our children 
on Sunday mornings: 

 

 

 

Ministries for 

Children 

This year's very successful Easter 
Egg Hunt was enjoyed by nearly 70 
children of our Greene Street 
families, including our friends who 
attend the preschool and 
daycare!  After worship on Palm 
Sunday, Christ’s love was 
experienced through fellowship, 
laughter, and lunch by 
approximately 180 folks.  The meal 
was provided by Children’s Ministry 
and many generous volunteers who 
brought side dishes, helped with set-
up, served, and cleaned up. 

 
We are also grateful to the members 
of the adult Sunday School class in 
the basement which put candy in 
eggs, and the Bible Study class 
which filled and hid eggs in the 
Parlor.  Members of TEEM hid 
Easter eggs in three other locations 
as well.  Our church family donated 
enough candy to fill almost 1700 
eggs.  Many thanks to all!!   

TEAM WORK makes the DREAM 

work!  ☺ ♥ 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE 

Wednesday Night Alive, which 
meets Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-7:30, will continue on just two 
Wednesdays in May: on May 10th 
and May 17th we will be creating 
something special for Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day, and for our Military 
care packages.  All children in 
Kindergarten through Sixth grade 
are invited to join us for an hour 
which includes songs, prayers, and 
these special activities. 

Kidz Worship Teachers 

May 7 Emily Shawler Jennifer Everett 

May 14 Laura Jackson  

May 21 Barb Hudson Seth & Nicole Heckaman 

May 28 Susan Hopkins  



TEEM Student Ministry  
(Teens Engaged, Empowered and Mobilized) 

Safe Sanctuaries policy adopted 

 
As of April 10, our church has adopted a Safe Sanctuaries policy.  This is a policy that will help keep our children, 
youth, and vulnerable adults safe while at Greene Street UMC.   

In April 1996, the General Conference of the United Methodist Church adopted a resolution aimed at reducing the 
risk of child abuse in the church. Since that time Greene Street UMC, in covenant with all United Methodist 
congregations, has been working to develop and implement what we now know as “Safe Sanctuaries.” 

Greene Street UMC acknowledges the potential risk for child abuse. A Safe Sanctuaries Oversight Committee has 
been appointed to develop and insure the implementation of policies and procedures intended to prevent child 
abuse in our church. The policies of Safe Sanctuaries are intended to provide a safe and secure environment 
within the church and for any event that is connected with the ministries and operations of the church. While the 
primary reason for this policy is to prevent abuse and neglect of our children and youth, it has been adopted to 
protect all who enter our doors. 

What are some of the policies that help make our church a safe sanctuary? 

 1.All adults working with children and youth must have been in active relationship with the church for at 
least 6 months. 

 2.All adults working with children and youth must submit to a criminal background check and participate 
in the Greene Street UMC Safe Sanctuary training. 

 3.Children and youth will be supervised by a minimum of two unrelated adults. 

 4.Children and youth are supervised at all times. 

 5.Authorized nursery release procedures. 

 6.Open access to classrooms for outside observation. 

 7.Specific policies are followed for emergencies. 

 8.Specific policies are followed for off-site and overnight events. 

Greene Street UMC is committed to the safety and spiritual growth of our children and youth. We need every 
adult in the church to help maintain the policies for Safe Sanctuaries. Policies and procedures will be posted in 
every classroom, in the church office, and on the Greene Street UMC website. Staff and SSOC members are eager 
to answer any questions and assist everyone in learning about our Safe Sanctuaries ministry. Please do not 
hesitate to contact any committee member for more information. 

Safe Sanctuaries training will be offered Thursday, May 11th at 6:30 pm in the Wall Wesleyan room. Please sign up 
at the Welcome Desk. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

TEEM Student Ministry Mission Trip! 
 
The students are gearing up for their Mission Trip to Gatlinburg, TN from June 
11-17!  While the kids are there, they will be doing a variety of jobs from 
painting and house repairs to ramp building!  We thank you for supporting the 
Pinning that has gone on!  This fun way to spread joy is really helping make this 
mission trip possible for the kids!  There are a few students who are in need of a 
sponsor.  If you are willing to help support them financially and in prayer, 
please speak with Chris Miller so we can build this connection!   
 



 
From the Design Desk – “Home” 

By: Rachel Castle 

 
Greetings Greene Streeters! I wanted to update you on the happenings of your Worship Design Team. We 
have had many changes since last fall, reflecting the many changes happening in our church. First of all, we 
welcomed Pastor Christina Miller and Seth Heckaman to the team during Capital Campaign. Then, Pastor 
Kenneth stepped away as part of his transition. In February, we welcomed Pastor Will to the team upon his 
arrival to our community. Finally, I have made the decision to step off of the team. I will still design aesthetic 
elements from time to time.  Not sure what is going on with that part right now and I don't want to give the 
wrong impression.   

It has been nothing but pure joy to serve Greene Street for the past three years as the lead of this amazing 
team as we brought to life a new way to engage in worship. We have had fun, grown together, and my hope 
is, brought you -- our brothers and sisters -- some fun, meaningful, and memorable moments. It is truly a 
privilege to serve in a church that recognizes some pretty out-of-the-box talents, like graphic and interior 
design, and provides a wonderful way for artists to use those talents to serve the Lord, and to serve our 
fellow congregants. 

I haven’t spoken much about the pastoral transition that has occurred, but wanted to take the opportunity 
to do so now. Transition is hard. Period. Whether good or bad, it is taxing, stressful; and for me, this one has 
been especially so. It’s probably obvious how much I adore my brother and our family. Serving together is 
something we could only dream about when they lived 8 hours away in what we call the “enemy land of 
Pennsylvania,” (sorry PA friends, couldn’t resist!); and a dream that you, Greene Street, made come true for 
three fabulous, creative, artistic years that have been the most meaningful I’ve ever had in ministry. 

This team also brought me back together with my dear friend and partner in crime, Kristy Rochon, who is 
freakishly smart, loyal, and the most generous person I know. It’s also brought other wonderful artists in and 
out of my life – Eric Sweetman…a.k.a. Chuck, whose dedication to this church is inspiring and astounding; 
the Hare Family, who love their church with an unwavering passion; the Reimer’s, who bless us weekly with 
their beautiful musical talents; my husband, Shaun, who serves without complaint no matter how weird the 
things are we ask him to do; Steve Teale, whose zeal for great sound is unmatched; Tanya Stewart, who 
gave Unveiled it’s perfect name; Chloe Stewart, who brought the voice of the next generation to our team; 
the Heckaman’s, who love our church and who I believe are just getting started in what they will contribute 
over the years; and Pastors Chris and Will, who perhaps, have the hardest job of all in leading us and holding 
together this special place. 

As I reflect on the past, it is with nothing but pride in what our team has accomplished. Some of my favorite 
designs were “Wonder Women and Mr. Incredible” – complete with our very own Greene Street Comicon; 
“Idioms of Impossibility” – one of the hardest and most satisfying themes we designed; and “Over Easy,” – 
where we travelled weekly to talk with Chuck and Flo at the Greene Street Diner -- it was all good until the 
Diner burnt down! I’ll never forget laughing uncontrollably while we made our ugly “Under Construction” 
Christmas tree. Yes, it’s still in the design room. No, we can’t bear to part with it. 

My favorite moment of all was watching all of you take a lightbulb, write what the church means to you, and 
screw it into the sockets on the trees, lighting up our sanctuary with the unique light each one of you brings 
to worship. I’ll never forget cutting trees out of the forest at our farm, loading them up on my grandpa’s old 
farm trailer, which Kenneth painstakingly drove to Piqua, and then working as a team to bring this landscape 
to life using real trees, real lights, real moss, and every one of you! You can’t even imagine how excited we 
were for you to see those trees on our first Capital Campaign Sunday! I think my parents are still shaking 
their heads that we actually found a good use for a bunch of old, dead trees. We are equally amazed that the 
trailer didn’t fall apart. 

Some might say that all this “stuff” isn’t necessary for worship. We know it probably isn’t; but we do this 
because we love all of you, we love our church, and we want it to thrive and grow – the needs are vast and 
great, as we discovered during “Bullseye.” If there is anything we can do – even if it means acting silly 
wearing sandwich boards, or serving sno-cones, or staying at the church at all hours of the night making sure 



 

Capital Campaign Update 

Building Improvement Team 

Our committee would like to update our congregation on the status of two projects that are 
currently in progress or will be starting soon: 1) Narthex Balcony Area Glass and 2) Building 
Exterior Renovation Project Schedule. 

The glass in the rooms above the Narthex has been removed and replaced by Bridge Street Glass located in 
Covington, OH. The blue glass was previously obscured however, we have replaced it with clear glass. The 
reason for the change is to allow us to continue to become a Safe Sanctuary facility and allow additional light 
to enter into our church. 

Our building renovation project is scheduled to start during the 1st/2nd week of May 2017, weather permitting. 
Brian Bros, located in Piqua, OH has ordered the repair materials and is now preparing a detailed work 
schedule. This will allow us to be aware of their renovation areas and keep members Safe and aware of the 
construction areas. We are anticipating starting on the church steeple first and then working our way around 
the church starting on the west wall by the alley. We will then proceed on to Greene St > Caldwell St and then 
the south wall. As a reminder, we will be renovating the original church, Education Building, and the 
courtyard. The #1 priority will be SAFETY for all members of our church, Day Care Center students, and 
guests. Also, our committee members will be giving updates on this project in both of our Sunday services 
starting in May. 

This will be a major project for our church as the last renovation of this magnitude was in 1997. Please be 
aware of the working areas, equipment in operation, and be considerate of the workers. We will need 
everyone’s understanding, cooperation, and support as we move forward to improve our building structure 
and appearance. 

Don Brown  

things look perfect, it’s a small sacrifice if it means that another person is brought near to our Creator. This 
was our team’s mission statement, “To create an intimate environment where people can connect with God 
and each other.” It’s all worth it! 

We all process life differently, and we all derive meaning from different experiences. For me, it’s all about 
tangible things I can touch with my hands that connect me to memories, to people, to important concepts. It 
is things like a domino, as I remember that “It’s Never for Nothing.” Or, a stone, plucked from the Baptismal 
fount, reminding me, “A Leopard Can Change its Spots,” and God’s smoothing of my rough spots. And don’t 
even get me started on bacon – it will never be the same after “Need More Bacon!” Thank you Elijah Stewart 
for that one. It’s shopping until I find the perfect painting reminding us there’s a road ahead and that we will 
travel it together. 

Or, screwing in a lightbulb on a very special Sunday in November that says, “Home.” That was my word on 
my lightbulb, and this place is home. 

Three design seasons, and thirty themes later – I am not the same. Our team is not the same. Our church is 
not the same. We are different, we have grown. We love more, pray more, and care more. We know God and 
want others to know him too. Let’s keep it going, keep loving, and worshipping, and connecting. I’ll be in the 
pews right there with you. 

See You Sunday! 

Rachel Castle 

Unveiled WDT 2013-2017  



  

   

 

 

 

 

From the Daycare 
Director’s Desk: 

Proverbs 3:5 - 6 

Trust in the LORD with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths. 

 
Tuesday, May 30 will be Preschool 
graduation.  It has truly been a year of 
excitement and joy.  Each child who enters our 
doorway is a special gift sent to us from 
God.  We only have a short time to help direct 
their lives.  Please join us in prayer for their next 
steps into Kindergarten.  If you would like to 
help with Graduation by greeting please let me 
know.  Thank you for your continued support of 
our program.   

Debbie Frazier 

Food and Hunger Team 

Blessings have been pouring 
out for the Food Pantry as we 
have received large food 
donations as a result of the 

Boy Scout Food Drive as well as additional food and monetary 
donations from local organizations.  Our food pantry shelves 
are overflowing. 

Let's keep the momentum going by supporting the upcoming  
US Postal Food Drive (Stamp out Hunger) in May.  Many 
volunteers are needed for this event and your help would be 
appreciated in volunteering your time or donating food items.  
Contact the church office if you are interested in volunteering 
for this event.  

Food Pantry numbers for March: 12 new, 134 existing, 146 
total served.  

 

 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

Please mark Sunday, June 4th, on your calendars for 
Graduate Recognition Sunday at Greene Street!  If you 
know someone who is graduating from high school, 
college, pre-school, or other institution of higher 
learning, please give their contact info to the church 
office.  Pick up an information sheet to complete about 
the graduate, and we’d also love to have a photo! 

OFFICE NEEDS: 
Receptionist Position Available 

Sarah Reinhard, our current 
receptionist, and her family are moving 
to California. With this news, we are 
looking for a new receptionist.  If you are 
interested in knowing more or applying 
for the position, contact the church 
office for a job description and 
application.  Or visit our website 
www.greenestreetumc.org 

Small Group 

Updates 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-6/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-6/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-6/


1  Joey Kline 
   Kenneth Stewart 
2  Joshua Heath 
   Bob Luby 
   Ryan Vosler 
4  Zoe Farris   
5 Peg Hance 
   Hannah Lambert  
6  Lindsey Penrod 
7  Karen Kist 
   Jason Lange 
8  Sarah Apple  
   Alex Thompson 
10 Dottie Goater  
   Judy MacKellar 
12 Maura DuBois 
   Scott Phillips 

   Joseph Sherman 
   Lauren Sweetman 
13 Drew Staley 
   Bill Wright 
15    Sharon Fogt  
16 Bonnie Trissell 
17 Jason Lambert 
18 Abby Everett 
19 Kelsea Ellerman  
   Quinten Reimer  
20 Amanda MacKellar 
   Gage Smith 
21 Brandon Adams 
   Charlee Klopp 
23 Sarah Doak 
24 Theresa McMillan 
25 Kara Hare 

26 Ben Hiser 
27 Stephen Teale 
28 Nancy Callison 
   Lila Prouty 
   Robert Tauber 
29 Whitney Henson 
 
 

8  Jim & Melanie Sever 
10 Mark & Susan Hopkins 
11 Duane & Tawnya Gaier 
14 Kris & Cindy Brown 
16 Joyce & Chris 

Ellerman 
25 Tom & Melissa 
Wagner 

May Birthdays May Anniversaries 

The Prayer Place 

Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Chuck Woods, Ann 
Elliott, Pat Smith, Helen Enos, Mary Pummill, Edward Eidemiller, Jo Reed, 
Mitch Dilbone, Arlys Fogt, Bethannie Dolder, Don Motter 

Friends and Family of Greene Street-  Mike Jess,  Jan Davis,  Joyce 
Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Bob Blythe, Sharon Ford  (Stilwell), Adam 
Love, Margaret Amburgey, Yvonne Springer, Jeremy Monroe, Reinhard 
family (daycare), Angie Davis (Meckstroth), Dean Kerns (Elliott), Zoe 
Woodruff (Paldino), Annette Lochard(Gaier), Jeff Meckstroth, Fr. Angelo 
Caserta & Connie Lind (Meckstroth),  Don Bowdle  (Kelly), Alice Gamble  & 
Minnie Albano (Gary),  Landin Putnam (Mullikin), Ron Cooper, Pauline 
Stump (Helman), Bonnie Coffey (Parshall), Lucille Wright (Wright), 
Tammy Elliott (Hinderman) 

Military - Jed Cooper, Brian Pummill, Dasch Underwood, Clark Cripe 
(Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Ben Datu (Mullikin), Devon 
Parshall (Parshall), James Riley (Gaier), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell) 

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Dick Callison, Virginia Gross, Jean 
Francony; Garbry Ridge: Barbara Minton, Jim Whetstone; Spring Meade: 
Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy Love: 
Ruth Brush, Gladys Mullen; Brookdale: Jane Flitcraft, Lois Erbes 

We pray God’s comfort to be 
with: 

 family and friends of Bob 
Ford, who passed away on 
Monday, April 3, 2017.  

 Doug and Bethannie Dolder 
and family upon the death of 
his aunt on Thursday, April 13. 

 family and friends of Sharon 
Barhorst, who passed away on  
April 25, 2017.  

We pray God’s  blessings 
upon : 

 Matt and Julie Wright with the 
birth of their daughter, Emilia 
Grace, on Saturday, April 8.   

 Dasch and Megan Underwood 
with the birth of their 
daughter, Genevieve Lu, on 
April 6th. 

 Darl Blevin’s daughter Anna 
with the birth of her daughter. 



Sunday Schedules 
9 a.m. Liturgical Worship 
10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship 
4 p.m. TEEM  
6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast 

Unless otherwise stated . . . 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

3 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

6:30 p WNA 
6:30 p Praise 

Team Practice 

4 
 
 
 
 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

5 6 
 

9 a Girls 
Chrysalis Team 

Meeting 

7 
 
 
 

4 p TEEM  
6 p Girl Scout  

8 
 
 
 
 

7 p Ad Board 
7 p Girl Scout 

Leader Meeting 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

10 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 
6:30 p WNA 
6:30 p Praise 

Team Practice 

11 
 
 
 
 

6:30 p Safe 
Sanctuary 
Training 

12 13 

14 
 
 
 

4 p TEEM  
6 p Girl Scout  

15 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

17 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

6:30 p WNA 
6:30 p Praise 

Team Practice 

18 
 
 
 
 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

19 
 

7 p Girls 
Chrysalis Team 

Meeting 

20 
 

8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

9 a Chrysalis 
Board Meeting 

21 
 
 
 

4 p TEEM  
6 p Girl Scout  

22 23 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

24 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

25 
8:30 a 

Newsletter 
Folding  

 
 

26 27 

28 
 
 
 

4 p TEEM  
6 p Girl Scout  

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

30 
 
 
 
 
 

7 p Preschool 
Graduation 

31 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 
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Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School were kids will 
discover they're lovingly crafted by God. On this interactive 
adventure, curious kids become hands-on inventors and 
experience God - the ultimate Maker - in new and wildly 
creative ways!  Register has started. Go to http://
greenestreetumc.org/whats-happening/events for 
registration, t-shirt orders, volunteer registration.  Contact 
Jenny Sweetman (773-5313 or 
Jennifer@greenestreetumc.org) if you have further questions. 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/greenestumc

