
"Making disciples of Jesus who transform the world." 

May 2016 

2nd Grade 

Springcreek Luncheon 

Our partnership with Springcreek Elementary 

School provided an opportunity to serve a plated 

lunch for 137 students and teachers after their 

return from the Victoria Theatre in Dayton.  The 

Basement Sunday School class members worked hard 

to develop a theme, plan a menu, create 

centerpieces and decorate Wilson Hall.  Twenty-

eight church families helped to create a 

memorable experience for the children by baking 

cookies, cooking Johnny Marzetti and baking 

bread, dipping applesauce and ice cream, and 

putting together fruit kabobs.  

It is amazing what we can do when 

we work together! 
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Forgotten God: Reflections on the Holy Spirit 

Have you ever been the third wheel? There were many occasions in high 

school when I would tag along with Tanya and her friend, and I would 

inevitably become the "silent partner" during conversations. Wherever we 

went, Tanya and her friend would share inside jokes, laughter, and 

discussions completely irrelevant to me. Sometimes I wondered if they would 

see me, even if I slowly waived my hand in front of their faces. But I 

didn't mind. I was a high-schooler trying to impress my one-day, someday, 

forever spouse. However, the feeling of being forgotten, left out, and 

overlooked is not one we typically welcome. 

The Holy Spirit is often the third wheel of the Holy Trinity. We talk a lot 

about God, even calling him "Father," an image with which many can relate. 

We also dedicate much time discussing Jesus, since he was most like us, 

wrapped in flesh, fully human while fully divine. But the Holy Spirit? 

Well, let's just say, it's a little more difficult to define who this third 

partner of the Godhead really is, much less identify what he does and how 

he does it. 

Through the month of May, we want to dedicate our worship time to this 

beautiful, magnificent part of God, the Holy Spirit, identifying who he is 

and what he does in and through us. Each Sunday we will focus on a 

different metaphor provided in Scripture that will shape our understanding 

of what many reference as the Cinderella of the Trinity. This focus 

perfectly coincides with Confirmation, scheduled for May 15 during both 

worship gatherings, the historic day when we celebrate the day the church 

was born through the outpouring of God's Spirit at Pentecost! Don't you 

love it when a plan comes together? 

Francis Chan wrote a book on the Holy Spirit called Forgotten God: 

Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit, which may serve as a 

wonderful devotional compliment to our worship theme. Feel free to pick it 

up and share your thoughts along the way. I am looking forward to sharing 

this adventure with you, and hope you'll find all the power, passion and 

purpose you're searching for as we discover more about God and his plan for 

us, his beloved. 

As always, I am privileged to serve alongside each of you…God’s Spirit is 

alive and well at Greene Street, thanks to the many ways you worship, serve 

and sacrificially give to make disciples of Jesus who transform the world! 

 

Together with you in Christ, 

 

 

 

Rev. Kenneth A. Stewart 



Ministry Opportunities 

Worship Committee Announcement 

Tawnya Gaier and Susan Hopkins are co-chairs for 

the Worship Committee. We are hoping to 

restructure the committee and are asking for 

volunteers to accept responsibility for one or 

more events throughout the church year. 

Many of the celebrations can be taken care of in 

one weekend. For example, Graduation Sunday is 

June 5
th.

 We usually coordinate punch and cookies 

for the church between services. The volunteer in 

charge would make sure that there are cookies, 

punch, cups, napkins, plates and silverware if 

necessary. Expenses would be turned in to the 

office so the committee can keep track of money 

spent throughout the year. You and your helpers 

would serve punch and keep cookie trays filled 

between services and then clean up. That 

celebration would be over and your commitment is 

complete for that event. 

Many of the church celebrations require two or 

three people and one date in which to be in 

charge. If we can find enough volunteers, 

everyone’s jobs could be made less stressful and 

we could continue to have all the fun times 

together to honor our members. 

Below is a list of celebrations that the Worship 

Committee chairs throughout the year: 

 January-State of the Church 

 February-College Care Packages (Tawnya and Linda 

Carter head this up but volunteers are needed) 

 March/April-Decorating for Palm Sunday and 

Easter 

 May-Confirmation, May 15
th

 

 June-Honoring graduates 

 July-Active Military Care Packages 

 August-Back Pack/Clothes for the school children 

in need 

 September-Labor Day Picnic (Block Party 2017) 

 New Member recognition Sunday 

 November-Thanksgiving food pantry bags filled 

 Advent-Hanging of the Greens 

 December- Christmas Musical outreach (Lighter 

snacks, cheese, crackers,      small cookies, 

nuts, etc) 

 

There will be a sign up poster in the Narthex, 

please consider helping us as we celebrate the 

many reasons making the family of Greene Street 

Church so amazing! 

Please contact the church 

office by phone, email or 

attendance pad if you would 

like to be added to our list 

of nursery volunteers 

Postal Food Drive 

On May 14th, we will be 

participating in the Postal 

Food Drive.  This drive 

requires numerous 

volunteers. We would 

appreciate any, and all, 

help. If you are willing to 

help this year, please see 

Diana Hall (937-673-5271) or 

contact the church office.  

Kroger Community Rewards 

Kroger Community Rewards is 

starting the enrollment 

process for 2016-2017 

contributions.  Check your 

Kroger receipt.  Contact the 

church office for more 

information. 



From the Director’s Desk: 

Psalm 71:5 — “For You are my hope, O Lord GOD; You are my trust 

from our youth.”  

As we prepare for Preschool graduation on May 31:  It is a time 

that is bitter sweet with lots of questions, including “have we 

done our best to set these precious gifts of God on a new path?”  

The answer is clear to me!  With an outstanding church family, 

staff, and childcare committee I can say with a clear conscience 

that we have done an outstanding job.  Please join us to see 

these precious children graduate from preschool.  Graduation is at 7:00 pm. 

on May 31
st

.  

Ministries for Children 

Ministries for Children 

During the Unveiled Worship 

Gathering on May 15th, all children 

are invited to participate as we 

sing for the congregation, and 

especially for our students being 

confirmed!  If your child/children 

are interested, we're asking that 

they learn the song by watching a 

YouTube video online.  The song is 

"Thrive"... select the one labeled 

"Casting Crowns - Thrive - (Official 

Lyric Video)".   We will rehearse 

during Kidz Worship on May 1st and 

May 8th.  Please encourage your 

children to watch it and sing along 

daily!! 

 

Every Sunday, children from age five 

through 6th grade are excused during 

the sermon for Kidz Worship.  In our 

lessons this month, we'll be 

studying Bible stories from Acts 

(specifically from chapters 2, 6, 8 

and 11).  The students will learn 

about some of the challenges faced 

by early Christians, Pentecost, 

helping others and prayer! 

 

The memory verse for May is "They 

praised God and demonstrated God's 

goodness to everyone." (Acts 

2:47)  Children who memorize the 

verse and recite it for Ms. Barb on 

Sunday mornings will earn a small 

prize! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  Vacation Bible 

School is scheduled for Monday, July 

11 through Friday, July 15! 

 

Thank you to the following 

volunteers who are stepping up to 

the plate to teach our children on 

Sunday mornings this month: 

May 

1 
Barb Hudson 

May 

8 
Kara Hare Joe Thompson 

May 

15 

Linda 

Harbison 

Seth & Nicole 

Heckaman 

May 

22 

Michele 

Underwood 
Theresa McMillan 

May 

29 
Tanya Stewart Linda Price 



Design Desk—No Design too Small 

By: Rachel Castle 

First of all, I have to say a huge thank you to the generous donors 

who have made our new microphones possible! This is a long-awaited 

answer to prayer! Thank you to everyone who contributed. Having the 

right sound system is an important element to our worship, and huge 

evidence that God answers prayer! 

Secondly, being on this design journey has become an important 

teaching tool God is using to show me how much he really cares about 

us. I’ve always been amazed by the verses in Psalms that talk about 

how “God delights in every detail of our lives.” I’ve often 

wondered….just how detailed, God? Everything? No matter 

how small? Lately, He has shown me that yes, no matter 

how small, his hand is there….and I have to think, so is 

his sense of humor, and he’s shown that through our 

worship design sets. 

Since Jan, we’ve taken you to our very own gingerbread 

house where we met a Gingerbread person who may have had 

a little too much on his or her proverbial plate. There 

were so many amazing “God” moments in bringing that 

design to life. I continue to be 

amazed at how He brings together 

all the elements, large and small, 

to help us in our desire to create 

a great worship experience for the church. 

First, Kristy Rochon, our graphic artist found 

the perfect gingerbread man by an artist from 

the UK. Normally, she designs all of our 

graphic elements herself; 

however, she felt this one was so 

on point, she found herself wanting to use it instead. 

It literally could not have been more perfect! So, with 

baited breath, we asked the designer if we could use it 

via e-mail, and he said yes. Not only that, we could use 

it for no charge as long as we gave him credit. This is 

amazing, and it really brought our Gingerbread Man to 

life! I don’t know about you, but 

January was a crazy time of 

activity. There were many days 

where I told my husband, “I feel 

like the Gingerbread Man!” Having 

that visual image during that 

series was powerful, knowing the 

story of how it came to be makes 

it even more special. 

The second amazing thing that happened was, as 

I was planning a design set in my head, I happened to come across a 

bag of Christmas garland (in my basement nicknamed “Narnia” by our 

team), my neighbor had given me after they didn’t sell in her garage 

sale. What was so special about that? It was a garland made of candy 

and gingerbread! These were the garlands that hung behind the pulpit 

and on the windows of our gingerbread “house.” 



No Design too Small—continued 

After we closed out 

January, it was time 

to focus on Lent. The 

day of the Ash 

Wednesday service I 

got a text from Pastor 

Kenneth saying, “Look 

at this design!” It 

was a beautiful set of 

vintage wooden crates, a fabric that looked a 

lot like muslin, and candles recycled from our gingerbread house 

design. What I found out later where that the fabric was old curtains 

with shall we say, authentic, time-worn stains, and the crates were 

stashed somewhere in the church – talk about reclaiming and 

recycling! God’s hand was yet again at work, and the joy of set 

design was catching on. 

The Lenten Design Set involved lots of items from lots of homes. 

Tanya Stewart contributed beautiful Sea of Galilee photographs taken 

during her trip with Pastor Kenneth to 

Israel – something made possible by the 

Greene Street congregation. Nicole Heckaman 

provided the stunning portrait that hung 

behind the pulpit, and found olive wood 

candle holders from the home of Chris 

Heckaman. As I was doing my design shop, I 

just so happened 

to speed past an 

end cap at 

Target, and what did I see? 25 wooden fish, 

just randomly thrown on the shelf with a 

bunch of other “stuff” that apparently no 

one wanted. These were perfect for our 24 

stained glass windows, and I have no idea 

why they were at Target. They weren’t part 

of anything….just sitting there by 

themselves. Hello, God! The wonderful boat oars came from an 

acquaintance of the Hudson’s. Working together, and gathering items 

from our homes, we were able to take a trip to the Holy Land right in 

the pews at Greene Street. 

Any given month will find our team, and members of our 

church, spray painting doors, stealing artwork from 

the walls of their own house to lend to the church, 

asking friends for random design items, drawing and 

printing graphic banners, gluing hundreds of wooden 

buttons to a homemade switchboard, and more! 

I wanted to share with you a little 

more about how the design sets come 

together, and how much it truly is a 

labor of love shared with you, the 

congregation, as we attempt to bring 

you in a little further, and create a 

unique space where you can focus on the Maker of all. 

It’s been amazing to see God’s hand in the smallest 

details – right down to a wooden fish in a very 

special window in a very special church for a time of 

year close to all our hearts.  



Thank You’s and More 

Greene Street Church, 

Thank you for allowing 

us to have my daughter’s 

baby shower at your 

church. I really 

appreciate your 

kindness. Her day was 

amazing. 

Thank you! 

Judy Shawler & Family, 

Friends 

 

Dear Greene Street UMC, 

We can’t thank you and 

your students enough for 

your  support of helping 

to feed and care for 

children in need through 

your recent 30 Hour 

Famine event! This year, 

we anticipate that 

nearly 200,000 young 

people will go without 

food for 30 Hours so 

that others don’t have 

to. We’re humbled and 

encouraged by all that 

we can do together. 

What you’re doing is 

making an incredible 

difference. This year, 

World Vision’s 30 Hour 

Famine is celebrating 

its 25th year. 25 years 

of helping to feed and 

care for children and 

families in need. We 

want you to know that 

because of groups like 

yours, it’s working. 25 

years ago, the number of 

children dying each day 

from preventable causes 

was 40,000. Today, that 

number is close to 

17,000. People are 

literally alive today 

thanks to the generosity 

of groups like yours. 

Thank you for your gift 

of $449.79 to World 

Vision! Your church is 

helping to change lives 

in the margins and we’re 

grateful for your 

partnership. Together, 

We’re greater than 

poverty.  

God bless, 

Your World Vision Church 

Team  

 

 

UPDATE:  Operation 

Christmas Shoebox 

 In 2015 there were 

60,000 distributions 

in 130 countries 

 The Dayton area 

collected 44,980 

shoeboxes 

 The Tri-State area 

collected 904,666 

shoeboxes 

 The national total 

was 8,765,637 

shoeboxes 

 The international 

total was 11,213,010 

shoeboxes 

 Through the Greatest 

Journey 1.3 million 

children accepted 

Jesus as their Lord 

and Savior 

We are winning the world 

for God one shoebox at a 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill and Ruth McGraw 

Cancer Awareness 

Symposium 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

5:30—7 p.m. 

The Crystal Room 

Keynote Speaker: Connor 

O’Leary 

Free and Open to all 

Registration Required 

Call 440-7541 before 

noon on Friday, May 6 

 

Ways to Help? 

Decorating Work Day—May 22, 2:00 p.m. 

Set-Up Day—July 10, 6:30 p.m. 

Tear Down Day—July 15, 8:30 p.m. 

 The more that help the more that 
gets done.   

Thank you!   

More places to help . . . Contact 
Jenny Sweetman   

(773-5313) 
(jennifer@greenestreetumc.org) 



Because We Are Family 

Hospitalized Since Last 

Month: Jane Flitcraft, 

Chuck Woods, Lois Erbes 

Greene Street Church 

Family -Ben Hiser, Joyce 

Ellerman, Brenda Rice, 

Lois Erbes, Bea Jones, 

Debbie Blue, Rita Ash, 

Chuck Woods, Paul Rice, 

Cale Meckstroth, Kay 

Hardman, Jane Hiser, Stacy 

Patton  

Friends and Family of 

Greene Street- Carol and 

Mike Jess(Stilwell), Carol 

Wick (Harbison),  Maggie 

Campbell, Moira Datu 

(Mullikin), Bruce Marshall 

(Hardman), Joan 

Christopher (Otey), Irene 

Shoen, Robin Berry (Fry), 

Tom Brandt (Tate), Casey 

Evans (daycare), Wyatt 

Osting (Ash), Jim Peltier 

(Montgomery),  

Military - Ron Cooper, Jed 

Cooper, Andy Pearson 

(Carter), Brian Pummill, 

Dasch Underwood, Clark 

Cripe (Elliott), Joseph 

Sherman (Shellenberg), 

Brent Efaw (Frazier), Ben 

Datu (Mullikin), Kris 

Palsgrove (Ash), Devon 

Parshall (Parshall), James 

Riley (Gaier) 

Care Facilities - Piqua 

Manor: Dick Callison, Jane 

Flitcraft, Lois Erbes; 

Caldwell House: Virginia 

Gross; Garbry Ridge: 

Barbara Minton, Jim 

Whetstone; Spring Meade: 

Martha Fraley; Lincoln 

Park Manor: Margie 

Trimmer; Dorothy Love: 

Ruth Brush, Gladys Mullen 

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED 

TO: 

 family and friends of 

Irene Shoen, who 

passed away on 

Thursday, April 21, 

2016.  

CONGRATULATIONS EXTENDED 

TO: 

 Libby Elliott and 

Keon Foster with the 

birth of their son, 

Kash Chandler Foster, 

on Tuesday, April 

19.  Proud siblings 

include Jackson 

Elliott and Jillian 

Boyd 

 Erin and R.J. Monnier 

with the birth of 

their daughter, 

Sophia Marie, on 

Wednesday, April 27.   

 

Birthdays 

1  Joey Kline 

   Kenneth Stewart 

2  Joshua Heath 

   Bob Luby 

   Ryan Vosler 

4  Zoe Farris   

5 Peg Hance 

   Hannah Lambert  

6  Lindsey Penrod 

7  Karen Kist 

   Jason Lange 

8  Sarah Apple  

   Alex Thompson 

10 Dottie Goater  

   Judy MacKellar 

12 Dea Davis 

   Maura DuBois 

   Scott Phillips 

   Joseph Sherman 

   Lauren Sweetman 

13 Drew Staley 

   Bill Wright 

16 Bonnie Trissell 

17 Jason Lambert 

18 Abby Everett 

19 Kelsea Ellerman  

   Quinten Reimer  

20 Amanda MacKellar 

   Gage Smith 

21 Brandon Adams 

   Charlee Klopp 

23 Sarah Doak 

24 Theresa McMillan 

25 Kara Hare 

26 Ben Hiser 

27 Stephen Teale 

28 Nancy Callison 

   Lily Prouty 

   Robert Tauber 

29 Whitney Henson 

Anniversaries 

8  Jim & Melanie Sever 

10 Mark & Susan Hopkins 

11 Duane & Tawnya Gaier 

14 Kris & Cindy Brown 

16 Joyce & Chris Ellerman 

19 Josh & Abby Silvers 

25 Tom & Melissa Wagner 

GRADUATE 

RECOGNITION 

SUNDAY 

Please mark Sunday, June 
5st, on your calendars for 
Graduate Recognition 
Sunday at Greene Street!  If 
you know someone who is 
graduating from high 
school, college, pre-school, 
or other institution of higher 
learning, please give their 
contact info to the church 
office.  Pick up an 
information sheet to 
complete about the 
graduate, and we’d also love 
to have a photo! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

12 p 

Confirmation 

Class  

4 p TEEM 

2 3 

 

3:45 p 

Building 

Improvement 

Project 

6 p Melody 

Men 

4 

 

1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

5 6 7 
 

 

 

6 p Girl 

Scouts 

8 9 
 

7 p Girl 

Scouts 

Leader 

Meeting 

7 p Ad 

Board 

Meeting 

10 

 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

7 p Worship 

Design 

Meeting 

11 

1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

6 p Girl 

Scouts 

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

12 

 

 

 

7 p Girl 

Scouts 

13 14 

Postal Food 

Drive 

10 a – 4 p 

15 
  

 

 

Confirmation 

4 p TEEM 

16 

 

6:30 p 

Child Care 

Staff 

Meeting 

7 p SPRC 

Meeting 

17 

 

 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

18 

 

1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

19 

 
 

 

 

6:30 p UMM 

Movie Event 

20 21 

8 a UMM 

Breakfast 

9 a 

Chrysalis 

Board 

Meeting 

22 
  

2 p VBS 

Decorating 

Work Day 

4 p TEEM 

23 

 

6:30 p 

Child Care 

Committee 

24 

 

 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

25 

1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

6 p Girl 

Scouts 

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

26 

 

 

 

7 p Girl 

Scouts 

27 28 

29 
  

 

 

4 p TEEM 

30 

 

 

 

 
 

Office 

Closed 

31 

5 p Greene 

Street at 

Alpha 

Center 

7 p 

Preschool 

Graduation 

    

 

Unless otherwise 

Sunday Schedules 

9 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

10:30 a.m. Unveiled 

Worship 

4 p.m. TEEM  
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