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**4/14 Palm Sunday 

**4/14 Easter Egg Hunt 
11:30am  

**4/18 7 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday Service—Join the combined worship with Fletcher 
and Grace UMC, at Greene Street 

4/19 7 p.m. Good Friday Service—Combined worship with 
Fletcher and Grace UMC, at Grace UMC 

**4/21 Easter Sunday Celebration 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

 

**at Greene Street 



Greetings Greene Street church! 
 

I hope you are well in the midst of this season of Lent.  As I write this we have (finally!) entered into 
the season of Spring, which means we look with anticipation to celebrate the resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Easter is the apex of the Christian calendar.  We beautify the church with fresh flowers, sing songs 
of resurrection and share in the joy that God loved the world so much that he sent his Son. 

Every year at this time (and if you go back to last year’s newsletter and wait for next year’s these 
same lines will appear!), I turn to one of my favorite books by one of my favorite authors; Surprised 
by Hope by N.T. Wright.  If you are looking for a book to chew on over the next few weeks ahead 
of Easter, I could not suggest anything better. Wright is one of the world’s finest New Testament 
scholars and former Bishop of Durham in the Anglican church.  Surprised by Hope centers on 
resurrection, heaven and the mission of the church.  Wright says,  

“Jesus's resurrection is the beginning of God's new project not to snatch people away from earth 
to heaven, but to colonize earth with the life of heaven. That, after all, is what the Lord's Prayer is 
about.” 

As a church, I believe we are in a season of transition.  Over the past eight weeks we have had 
nearly 50 people check out the Wesleyan small groups called Class Meetings.  I am confident that 
the early returns on the content of these meetings will bear fruit in the lives of our people and 
consequently in the lives of our church.   

In addition to the Class Meetings, I have been consistently encouraging you to engage in the 
means of grace.  In week one of Lent I named the means of grace as ordinary channels available 
to all of us that connect us with God.  The following is not an exhaustive list of ways we can 
connect with God but certainly one to get us started; prayer, fasting, the Lord’s Supper, 
conferencing or spending time with fellow church members and searching the Scriptures.  One I 
might add would be to read a book like the aforementioned Surprised by Hope by N.T. Wright. 

I want to encourage you to engage well with the rest of Lent.  Perhaps engage in one of these 
named means of grace that you normally would not.  Engage in worship during Holy Week.  If you 
are usually not prone to attend the services that happen during that week, join us.  You are 
invited to worship in five different services during Holy Week.  Of course Palm Sunday and Easter 
Sunday are highlights, but the other services that week are worth your time.  Greene Street will 
host a Maundy Thursday service on April 18th and we will be joined by Grace UMC and Fletcher 
UMC.  St. Paul’s will host this years community Good Friday service and I’ll be participating in that 
service, I would love to see you there.  Good Friday evening we are invited to go to Grace UMC 
and join with Fletcher for another joint service. 

I am looking forward to the rest of Lent, Holy Week and beyond.  I am grateful to serve God 
alongside each of you and continue to pray for God to move in and through us in new and 
powerful ways! 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

 

Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene St. UMC  



Greene Street, 

I would like to personally thank 
you and the children of Greene 
Street United Methodist Church 
for your thoughtfulness over the 
years. I greatly appreciated the 
snacks and letters that I received 
from the Sunday School and 
Wednesday Night Ministries this 
past year. An unexpected 
package from loving and 
supportive individuals like you 
warmed my heart and brought a 
smile to the faces of those who I 
was able to share your gift. 

I lead a group of the finest men 
and women that our country has 
to offer. It is almost inexpressible 
how impactful it is that you invest 
such a large amount of time and 
resources into our service 
members. Your kind acts remind 
us all of the gratitude that we 
have from the American people 
and further emboldens them to 
serve our nation honorably. Thank 
you for being an example for our 
Sailors to emulate. I appreciate 
your support and prayers, and 
may God continually bless you. 

Sincerely, 

CAPT Brian K. Pummill, USN 

Commanding Officer 

U.S. Naval Air Facility,            
Misawa, Japan 

Dear Teacher & Children, 

Just wanted to thank you for the 
beautiful pillow that you have 
made. 

It is so pretty & nice and so 
thoughtful of all of you. 

Again thank you, 

Jane & Ben Hiser 

Ministries for Children 

Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt April 14th 

Again this year we will hold our Easter Egg Hunt on Palm 
Sunday, April 14th, following the 10:30 worship. The entire 
church family is invited to stay for a potluck lunch in 
Wilson Hall. (Cold meat sandwiches, drinks and table 
service will be provided… please bring a side dish!)  

After lunch, all children Grade 6 and under will be 
treated to the exciting hunt for candy filled eggs. 
Children may bring their own Easter basket or bags will 
be provided. Invite your grandchildren, cousins, friends, 
neighbors… all are welcome! RSVP by Thursday, April 
11th by calling 773-5313 or emailing 
barb@greenestreetumc.org 

As always we appreciate your generous donations of 
wrapped candy, which can be placed in a basket in 
the Narthex or a basket in the collection center 
(education wing hallway) by Sunday April 7th. 

 

Sunday School 

On Sundays during the 10:30 worship, children are 
excused before the sermon to attend Sunday School in 
one of two classes: children age five through second 
grade meet in room 23 and students in 3rd through 6th 
grade in room 24, upstairs off the balcony.  This month 
we will read stories from Matthew and John about 
Jesus’ last days on earth.   

April’s memory verse is: 

“Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: 
‘I have seen the Lord!’”  (John 20:18) 

Children who memorize this verse and recite it to Miss 
Barb will earn a special prize! 

 

Wednesday Night Ministries 

All children (K-6th grade) are invited to join us from 6:30-
7:30 on Wednesday April 3, April 10 and April 17 for an 
hour of music and activities which help us to develop 
our prayer life in creative ways.  We will also have some 
special Easter crafts. 



 Answered Prayers from the Food 
Pantry 

We have been busy in the food pantry 
despite being closed a couple times 
due to weather. 

One lady has been coming using a 
wheelchair and then a walker. This 
month she came walking and said she 
feels very blessed.  

One lady  shared that she is now 
sorting clothes at the Bethany Center. 
She is enjoying this work very much. 

Many of our friends have serious 
health issues. Please join me in praying 
for these folks that God would bless 
them with good health. 

One man asked that I pray he would 
become more like Christ. All of us 
could use that prayer. 

Many people need prayer that they 
can kick the addictions they or loved 
ones have. 

We are looking forward to the Boy 
Scout food drive this month and the 
postal food drive next month. Please 
be generous in your giving. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

Funeral Meal Ministry, 

Thank you all for this generous 
act, at our tough time. 

God Bless You All, 
Jim & Karen Schneider  
Nicole Preston 
Maxine Davis 

Funeral Meal Ministry 

  "Want to help with funeral meals, but 
you need a phone call notification to 
know when we need donations?  
Maybe the email doesn't work well for 
you.  Just call the church office or note 
this on the attendance slip and we will 
be more than happy to contact you 
when the need arises."       

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM 

The Building 
Improvement Team 
has completed two 
major projects during 
the month of March 
2019. Our Exterior 
Communications 
Sign, located at the 
corner of Greene and 
Caldwell Streets, is 
now in place with the 
landscaping to be 
completed this spring. 
The new LED sign is 
equipped to communicate letters, numbers and 
graphics while being computer controlled within the 
main office of the church. Currently, Jenny Sweetman is 
the point person for our electronic sign. Jenny has been 
trained on the information that is being shared with our 
congregation members and general public through 
Screen Hub, a web based sign program. 

Our other major project that was completed as well is 
the Narthex Balcony Railing. There have been several 
discussions and meetings on the design of the balcony 
railing. This included BIT members, several contractors 
and the Miami County Building Code office. The design 
had to include character, match the existing décor, 
including stain color and meet county/state codes for 
height and type and strength of glass. The height and 
openness has been a SAFETY concern for our BIT 
members and other members of the church. 
Fortunately, over many years, probably since the 
church was built, we have not experienced any 
accidents. We now have a balcony railing that has 
safety design features as well as an appealing 
appearance. 

We also are now in the process of completing our 
Interior Signage Project. All room signs have been 
produced, however the signs have only been hung in 
the basement/Wilson Hall area. Our team will also be 
including directional signs throughout our facility. We 
are now putting together a revised plan and schedule 
for the installation of the additional signs for the main 
area of the church, Day Care Center and the church 
main office.  

Our Capital Campaign Fund current balance is 
$89,448.06 as of March 17, 2019 ...All invoices, including 
the Exterior Communication Sign, Narthex Balcony 
Railing and Interior Church Signs, have all been paid. As 
you walk through the church or looking at the exterior 
renovations, our congregation can feel proud that all of 
these improvements are paid in full. We, as a Building 
Improvement Team want to thank the congregation for 
their pledges and donations to make this a reality.   

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of the Building 
Improvement Team members for their support and 
cooperation..."Building Improvement Team....Working 
Together with One Common Goal"   

 

Don Brown, 

Project Leader 



College Thank You’s 

Greene Street Family, 

I’m currently enrolled as a freshman at Butler 
University in Indianapolis, Indiana. I’m studying 
chemistry, with hopes of one day becoming a 
pharmacologist. I couldn’t be more happy 
with my college decision as I enjoy every 
moment on campus. Than you so much for 
thinking of me and sending a Valentine’s day 
package. My personal favorite item was the 
Oreos, but I enjoyed everything. I always know 
I have a family at Greene Street. 

Much lve, 

Leanne Price 

 

Hello my Greene Street Family, 

 Thank you all so much for the care package! I 
really enjoyed all the of the items and I 
appreciate it a lot :) 

So as of right now I attend Ohio University. 
Since I am an undecided major, I have 
decided to take next semester off so I can 
have a little more time to really think about 
what I want to do with my life. My college 
experience has been wonderful and I am 
really grateful I got to spend a full year at OU. I 
have been doing well in all of my classes, 
made a lot of new friends, and have had 
amazing experiences already. The campus is 
beautiful and as is the community itself. On 
my free time, my favorite activity to do is hike 
and hammock with some friends and really 
take in the breathtaking scenery that I am so 
blessed to be around. 

 My favorite item in the box was definitely the 
vegan Mac and cheese. Best Mac and 
cheese I have ever had and I mean that. So 
again, thank every single one of you that 
helped with that box. It made my day and it’s 
very nice to know people are thinking of me. 

 Much love, 

Makenzie Ellerman 

Food and Hunger Team 

It is Spring - the grass is getting green, flowers 
are popping up and the Boy Scouts held their 
2019 Scouting for Food drive to help local food 
pantries.  Each year this drive is such a blessing 
to ensure our neighbors have enough to eat. 
The local Boy Scout troops worked hard 
announcing the drive and gathering the 
donations so generously given by families in 
Piqua.   After picking up the donations from 
homes around Piqua, the Scouts stayed and 
worked with volunteers from Greene Street to 
check dates on the donated items and then 
find a spot for them on our shelves. Our pantry 
was stocked with 2367 food items - don’t those 
full shelves look wonderful!  Thank you to all 
who made this food drive such a success. 

Starting in March, Rick Fry agreed to add his 
muscle to our efforts to collect donations from 
the local Kroger.  Some weeks we have 
received hundreds of pounds of frozen meat 
and shopping carts full of bread, cakes, and 
cookies. Thank you Rick for giving so 
generously of your time.   

Our list of volunteers is long, as are the duties 
they perform to help feed our 
neighbors.   Over the coming months we will 
be highlighting individual volunteers and the 
jobs they do - it takes many to make this food 
pantry a success. 

 



1   Barbara Hudson 
2 Alyssa Davenport 
    Reganne Tate 
3   Shirley Sanders       
7   Amy Sweetman 
8 Myrna Cantrell  
   David Pierce 
9   Jerry Fogt            
    Marcy Thomas 
10 Maddison  Fogt 
 Spencer Lavey  
11  Donna DeBrosse 
    Isaac Hale  
    Michelle Taylor       
12 Carol Hogston 
    Jacki Lillicrap 
16  Chuck DeBrosse 
    Roxie Roberts 
18 Austin Kline 
    Elijah Stewart 
19 Austin Agee 
 Kash Foster 
20  Tom Hudson 
    Carson Smith 
22  Jennifer Sweetman     
23 Polly Leasure 
 Justin Meckstroth 
    Reece Tate 
24  Debbie Blue  
25  Sandra Christy 
    Caroline Elsass-Smith 
    Ron Yount 
26 Chris Miller 
27 Ron Cooper 
 Sophia Monnier 
28 Lita Clark 
    Dorie Perry       
29 Theodore Farris 
 Doug Lillicrap 

3   Joshua & Holly Trombley 
7   Mike & Donna DeBrosse 
16 Jill & David Weimer 
17 Ron & Robyn Cooper 
21 Steve & Debbie Frazier 
22  Scott & Suzy Phillips 
23 Elizabeth & Tim DuBois 
26  Larry & Shirley Grabo 

Greene Street Church Family –Ariana Barnhart, 
Edward Eidemiller, Peg Hance, Ben & Jane Hiser, Becky 
Kelly, Polly Leasure, Don Motter, Jim Otey, Darrell Seas, 
Miriam Robinson, Cecil Stewart 

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Aaron 
Anderson (Anderson), Marilyn, Marvin, Ashley Robinson, 
Judy Smith, Diane and Jim, Susanne (Ash), Debbie Deeter 
(Clark), Gary Johnson, Gene Schuster, Wayne Fischer 
(Collette), Bill Little (Frazier), Dorothy Wagner (Fry), Steve 
Bryiant (Gaier), Bill & Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, Bob 
Wirrig, Jerry Schleinitz, Angie Shroyer, Nathaniel Clayton, 
Jackie Thompson (Helman), Austin Lear (Hiser), Vickie 
Buroker Chappie (Motter), Joey (Mullikin), Lee & Bobbie 
Landis (Pollock), Ellie Belcher (Stewart), Mike Jess, Jennifer 
Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow, Sharon Ford, Noralie McCoy 
Brower, Linda Larson (Stilwell), Elise Cox (Woods), Beth 
Hampshire 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, 
Clark Cripe (Elliott), James Riley (Gaier), Ben Datu (and 
family in Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, 
Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch 
(Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison; Dorothy 
Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Jo Asher, Al Erbes, Rose 
Staley;  

We pray God’s comfort to be with: 

 Linda and Jeff Price and family upon the death of 
her brother John Dale on Sunday, March 3, 2019.   

 Nicole Preston and family upon the death of her 
grandfather, Richard Shawler, on March 20, 2019.   

The Prayer 

Place 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

2 
6:30 p 

Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

3 
11 a Disciple 
Bible Study 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6 p First Aid 
Class 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

4 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

5 6 

9 a Chrysalis 
Board 

Meeting 

Girl Scout 
Event 

7 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
2 p Girl Scout 

Troop 
5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

8 
 

 

7 p Girl Scout 
Leader 

9 
6:30 p 

Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

10 
11 a Disciple 
Bible Study 

1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

11 

4:30 p Child 
Care 

Committee 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

12 13 

14 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
Easter Egg 

Hunt 
5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

15 16 
6:30 p 

Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

17 
11 a Disciple 
Bible Study 

1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

18 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

19 20 
8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

21 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

22 
 

6 p Child 
Care Staff 
Meeting 

23 
6:30 p 

Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

24 
11 a Disciple 
Bible Study 

1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

25 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

26 27 

28 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

29 30 
9 a 

Newsletter 
Folding 

5:30 p Alpha 
Center 
6:30 p 

Melody Men 
7 Class 

Meeting 
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You have three choices: 

1. ____In lieu of ordering a flower I wish to make a $10.00 
contribution to the decorating fund of the church.  

2. I am ordering              lily/lilies from the church. 

3. I am bringing              colorful flowers (tulip, daffodil, etc) to 
the church by 10  a.m. Friday, April 19.  (Please label your 
flower(s)) 

Dedication(s) - You may dedicate your lilies in memory, in honor, in celebration, or any other dedication 
you would like.  Dedications will be printed as listed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name  

______________________________________ 

Number of Lilies / Dedications 

______________________________________ 

Easter Lilies 

If you would like to order a Lily for the sanctuary or wish to have a 
dedication carried, please complete this form and return it to the church 
office by 9:00 a.m. Monday, April 8.  The cost of each lily is $10.00.   Lilies 
and other flowers may be removed from the sanctuary after the 10:30 
a.m. Easter Service.   


