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3/7 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday—
Join the combined worship
with Fletcher and Grace
UMC, at Fletcher UMC.
**4/14 Palm Sunday
**4/14 Easter Egg Hunt 11:30am
**4/18 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service—Join the combined
worship with Fletcher and Grace UMC, at Greene Street
4/19 7 p.m. Good Friday Service—Combined worship with
Fletcher and Grace UMC, at Grace UMC
**4/21 Easter Sunday Celebration 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
**at Greene Street
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Greetings Greene Street church!
The calendar is flying by. I’m not sure if you are aware, but we are just days away from the start of
Lent. One of the things I appreciate about following the church’s calendar is that it sets a rhythm
to our life as a church. Living in Ohio, we often get to experience changes in the seasons
alongside some of our most important holy days.
This year, Lent will bring us into Spring. Experiencing Lent in the season of spring is rich with
meaning and opportunity. We often think of spring as bringing new life and growth. Lent provides
us with the opportunity to recommit ourselves to our faith as we prepare to celebrate the risen
Christ once again.
Spoiler alert, the following paragraph or two is something I include in the newsletter leading up to
Lent every year. I think it is worth reading and contemplating over and over again. When the
calendar changes, and particularly in the church when we change seasons, I tend to go to a
book that was put out a few years ago called The Liturgical Year by Sister Joan Chittister.
Liturgical is a word that refers to worship, or how we order the church year. In her book, she says
this of Lent:
“Lent requires me, as a Christian, to stop for a while, to reflect again on what is going on in me. I
am challenged again to decide whether I, myself, do truly believe that Jesus is the Christ - and if I
believe, whether I will live accordingly when I can no longer hear the song of angels in my life and
the star of Bethlehem has grown dim for me.
Lent is not a ritual. It is time given to think seriously about who Jesus is for us, to renew our faith
from the inside out. It is an opportunity to respond to the invitation Jesus offered his disciples in
John 1:30 to ‘come and see’. It is the act of beginning our spiritual life all over again refreshed
and reoriented.” (111, The Liturgical Year)
There are a myriad of ways that we an recommit ourselves in this season. Many folks choose to
give something up during this time of year as a way of reflecting the sacrifice of Christ on our
behalf. You don’t have to give something up, instead you can choose to initiate a new spiritual
discipline. Try adding a new way of praying, or a new discipline around reading your bible. The
options are wide open.
Whatever you decide, I hope you will be moved to recommit to your faith from the inside out. We
will be spending time during Lent working through a sermon series called God on the Move.
During this series we will explore God’s work through the travels and teachings of Jesus. These
passages and teachings will certainly lend themselves to
stirring us from the inside out. I hope you’ll join us for
worship in Lent.
I hope to see you soon!
Peace,

Will Leasure
Pastor, Greene St. UMC

Ministries for Children

Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt April 14th
Again this year we will hold our Easter Egg Hunt on Palm
Sunday, April 14th, following the 10:30 worship. Activities
will begin with a church family potluck lunch in Wilson
Hall, (cold meat sandwiches provided) and conclude
with the children hunting for candy filled eggs.
Everyone is invited!! We will begin collecting candy for
the egg hunt in mid-March.
Sunday School
On Sundays during the 10:30 worship, children are
excused before the sermon to attend Sunday School in
one of two classes: children age five through second
grade meet in room 23 and students in 3rd though 6th
grade in room 24, upstairs off the balcony. This month
we will begin observing Lent and our lessons include
stories from Matthew and Luke.
March’s memory verse is:
“The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and
believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15)
Children who memorize this verse and recite it to Miss
Barb will earn a special prize!
Wednesday Night Ministries
During February, the children who attended
Wednesday Nights lovingly put together “God’s Survival
Kits” (bags of goodies) for our college students and
made soft, cuddly Valentine pillows for some of our
loved ones who needed a message of love and
prayers.
During March we will meet just twice, on March 13th
and 20th from 6:30-7:30. All children (K-6th grade) are
invited to join us for an hour of music and activities
which help us to develop our prayer life in creative
ways.
There will be no Wednesday Night on March 6th due to
Ash Wednesday Service, and no Wednesday Night on
March 27th due to Spring Break.

United Methodist Men
The next UMM meeting is March 16th 8:00 at Greene
St . Our speakers will be George and Kathy
Sweetman discussing gardening and flowers, just in
time for spring. Everyone is welcome.
Both Men and Women are invited to this special
event! Come for breakfast and stay for the
program!
March 16th at 8:00am in the Wall Wesleyan Room
Upcoming UMM Fundraisers:


Palm Sunday Ham Loaves, order by March 30,
pick up April 14. $10 for 4 or $5 for 2.



Father’s Day Pulled Pork, order by June9, pick up
June 16. $7 per pound.

TEEM people!
We will be having a mission trip information meeting
for parents and students on March 10th immediately
following the 10:30 service. The mission trip this year
will be open to students in Jr. High and High School.
Students who will be entering Jr. High next fall are
encouraged to consider going on the trip as well. The
meeting should last no more than 30 minutes. We will
discuss the location, dates, what we will be doing, cost
and answer any questions you might have. I hope to
see you there!
Peace,
Will Leasure

Answered Prayers from the Food
Pantry
We have had a very large number of
people come to the pantry this past
month. One day we had 47 people
show up. That was a huge amount of
food off the shelves.
One lady told me to keep praying
because it worked.
We always have a variety of prayer
requests: health, finances, job,
appointments. One man asked us to
pray for his “sweet” wife, Kim. She has
COPD, congestive heart, and asthma.
Let’s call on God to give her health a
lift.
One gentleman’s request was that he
be diligent and disciplined. Sounds like
something we could all be better at.
One friend fell and broke her hip and
pelvis. We should pray for healing.
Another man asked that we pray for
his daughter who is in treatment for
drug use. Let’s pray that God will
break the cycle of drug addiction in
our country.
We consider it a privilege to serve in
the pantry. Someone told me she
heard three ladies talking about our
pantry. They commented on how
friendly and courteous we are. Also
they were pleased with the amount of
food they received. Help us to keep
up with the requests.
Peggy Moorman CLM

Pastor, Greene Street UMC
revwill@greenestreetumc.org

Food and Hunger Team
The winter weather this year has not been kind to the Food Pantry schedule, and during the
month of January the pantry closed two of the nine days we had planned to be open. Even with
these closures, we were able to serve 157 families, providing them with staple items, breads and
cakes, fresh fruits and vegetables, and meats and seafood. Let’s hope Punxsutawney Phil is right
this year and spring is just around the corner!
We can never thank the Piqua community enough for their support of our efforts at the Food
Pantry.
Kroger generously continues to contribute baked goods and meat each week, but their surplus of
mac and cheese, almonds, sugars, etc (the list goes on) became a bounty of new items for our
customers.
Red Lobster shares their surplus cooked seafood.
Most recently we received over 200 bags of red and gold potatoes from an unexpected source El Tequila Mexican Bar and Restaurant here in Piqua.
Please join us in thanking these neighbors for their support.

Thank you ‘s and More
From Samaritan’s Purse—Operation Christmas Child
Thanks for your commitment and dedication to
support the ministry of Operation Christmas Child. It
was an honor to celebrate the twenty-fifth
anniversary of Operation Christmas Child with
Greene Street Untied Methodist Church. With the
support of churches, student groups, community
groups, and individuals, the Lima Area Operation
Christmas Child collected 20,435 shoebox gifts. These
shoebox gifts are now on their way to Ecuador,
Malawi, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Ukraine, Uruguay,
and Zimbabwe.
The Lima Area Team is blessed to sere with your
church in the mission and ministry of Operation
Christmas Child. We look forward to partnering with
you in the collection of shoe box gifts in 2019.

College Thank You’s
Hello Greene Street Family,
I'm in my final semester at Bowling Green State
University (time flies when you're having fun) and
will graduate in May with a Bachelors of Science
in Middle Childhood Education Science and
Social Studies! I'm student teaching about 100 8th
graders and we're currently learning all about
geologic features! I'm also finishing up my
licensure requirements and am starting to apply
for jobs back in the Dayton area. My friends and I
are thrilled to have all the treats to eat between
lesson planning and teaching, especially
anything chocolate! Please pray for all my
students and that I'm able to find a job for the
next school year. Thank you and love you all.
Amanda Ellis
Middle Childhood Education Major
Environmental Action Group Treasurer
Bowling Green State University
Class of 2019

Where do I begin to thank my Greene Street Church
Family?
Prayers and concern throughout Chuck’s past
several years and death; Rev. Leasure, Rev. Ed and
Sally Ellis for the caring concern the day and
evening of Chuck’s death; Rev. Leasure for his
funeral service and continuing concern; the
planning, providing food and working at the meal
after Chuck’s service, the many cards, visits and calls
in the time since, the prayers and help and offers of
help now.
All of you have been a blessing to my family and
me.
With love and many thanks,
Nancy Woods

Thanks to the children for the wonderful Valentine’s
that made my day.
-Peg Hance

Dear Greene Street
Family,
Thank you so much
for the very nice
care package! It
really made my day
when I received this
because it reminds
me that I have such
a kind and loving
group of people who care about me.
I will definitely look forward to enjoying the snacks
and sharing them with my Cross Country and
track team! I think my dog, Cliff, is very interested
in the Scooby snacks as well :)
Next year, I plan on continuing my education at
The Ohio State University to earn my PhD in
Chemistry. I feel very grateful for this opportunity
and thank you for all your love and support along
the way! Thank you again and God bless you.
Much love,
Olivia

Update from Kim Smith:
Our Mission has grown beyond the borders of Liberia. We are seeing that our Lord has had us cross into a new
country again. This month, January, we sent our first team into neighboring Guinea. Guinea has 21 unreached tribes
of 11,400,000 people, which is 86% of the population. The team was not well received initially but before leaving a
couple houses of peace were established. We hope to have another team sent there soon. Wordsower Liberia has
been training indigenous disciples for 10 years. We have been in well over 1,000 villages evangelizing, discipling, and
starting churches and are now ready to go outside Liberia.

The Prayer
Place
Greene Street Church Family
–Jo Anderson, Ariana Barnhart,

Edward Eidemiller, Ben & Jane Hiser, Becky Kelly, Polly Leasure,
Don Motter, Jim Otey, Mary Pummill, Paul Rice, Darrell Seas,
Miriam Robinson, Doug Sweetman

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Aaron Anderson
(Anderson), Marilyn, Marvin, Ashley Robinson, Judy Smith,
Diane and Jim, Susanne (Ash), Christian (Brogden), Gary
Johnson, Gene Schuster (Collette), Bill Little (Frazier), Dorothy
Wagner (Fry), Steve Bryiant (Gaier), Bill & Patsy Weyant, Tracey
Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Jerry Schleinitz, Angie Shroyer, Nathaniel
Clayton (Helman), Roger Hartley (Hiser), Leah & Ricky, Don
(Kelly), Megan, Sophie, Nancy & family (Kienle), Linda Stewart
Smith, Vickie Buroker Chappie (Motter), John Dale (Price), Ellie
Belcher (Stewart), Mike Jess, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow,
Jayli, Sue Jess, Sharon Ford, Noralie McCoy Brower, Linda
Larson (Stilwell), Elise Cox (Woods)

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper,

Clark Cripe (Elliott), James Riley (Gaier), Ben Datu (and
family in Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill,
Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch
(Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison; Dorothy

1 Zachary Reimer
3
5
6
7

9
11
12
13
17
18
19

Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Jo Asher, Al Erbes, Rose
Staley;

20

We pray God’s comfort to be with:

21
22



We pray God’s comfort to be with Nancy Woods and
family upon the death of her husband Chuck on January
30, 2019.



Peace and comfort for the Kevin Finfrock family upon his
passing 1/27/19. (from Stilwell)



Prayers for God’s peace are extended to family and
friends of Emily Lear, who passed away on Saturday,
February 16, 2019.



Prayers for God’s peace are extended to family and
friends of Phyliss McVety, who passed away on Sunday,
February 17, 2019.

PAUMC Conference—March 13-18
Sherry Heath and Jenny Sweetman will be out of the
office March 13-18 while they attend the annual church
secretaries conference. Please be aware that you can
leave messages or contributions with daycare staff in our
absence.

23
24
26
27
28
30
31

3
6
8
9
23
25
28
30

Doug Stilwell
Natalie Fogt
Rose Staley
Braeden Teale
Renee Helman
Dot Casselman
Dale Davis
Emily Shawler
Jake Vosler
Joe Adams
Luke Jensvold
Cameron Mohr
Carly Mohr
Elizabeth Woodruff
Hannah Parshall
Don Motter
Nicole Heckaman
Blakelee Silvers
Katy Doak
Jackson Elliott
Judy Elliott
Jenna Weimer
Jacob Cox
Kris Stewart
Morgan Brinkman
Jonathon Cox
John Tauber
Laura Brown
Ace Grear
Jennifer Beaver
Harper Partin
Anna Tauber
Austin Johnson
Joanne Motter
Darrell Seas
Joyce Paldino
Brant Helman
Jeff Elliott
Mark Hopkins
Jenni Piatt
DiAnn Bateman
Allison Drzeweicki
Larry Grabo
Andy Pearson
Doug Dolder

Jeff & JoJo Marrs
Pat & Bob Smith
Jerry & Sharon Fogt
Marcy & Phil Thomas
Bob & Peg Luby
Amy & Drew Hartman
Gail & Jim Reas
Kris & Cecil Stewart
Cornelia & Mike Tinkler
Becky & Paul Doak

Sun

Mon

3

4

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

6:30 p
Melody Men
7 p Ad Board

10

11

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

17

7 p Girl Scout
Leader

18

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

24

25

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

6 p Child
Care Staff
Meeting

31
9 & 10:30 a
Worship
5 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

Tue

5

6:30 p
Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 p
Melody Men
7 Class
Meeting

12

6:30 p
Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 p
Melody Men
7 Class
Meeting

19

6:30 p
Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 p
Melody Men
7 Class
Meeting

26

6:30 p
Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 p
Melody Men
7 Class
Meeting

Wed

6

Thu

7

11 a Disciple
Bible Study
1 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Praise
Team
Practice

6 p Girl Scout
Troop
7 Class
Meeting

13

14

11 a Disciple
Bible Study
1 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Wed.
Night Min.
6:30 p Praise

6 p Girl Scout
Troop
7 Class
Meeting

20

21

11 a Disciple
Bible Study
1 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Wed.
Night Min.
6:30 p Praise

6 p Girl Scout
Troop
7 Class
Meeting

27

28

11 a Disciple
Bible Study
1 p Class
Meeting
6:30 p Praise
Team
Practice

9a
Newsletter
Folding Party
6 p Girl Scout
Troop
7 Class
Meeting

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16
8 a UMM
Breakfast

22

23

29

30
8 a VBS
FunShop
(registration
required)
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM
Phase #1 of our Capital Campaign will be coming to a
close by mid March 2019. Here is an update of the
projects that we are currently working on: 1) Exterior
Communications Sign-The manufacturing of the LED
sign is completed as well as the necessary ground work
to install the sign. We are now waiting on the weather to
be suitable for the installation. The sign will be
computerized and the information shown will be
imputed and maintained by inside the church office.
(See front cover). In the spring we will plant landscaping
as a way to give it our final touch 2) Interior
Communications Signs-We have started the installation
of signs that will show the name and/or the number of
the rooms. In addition we will also be installing
directional arrows to help people find their way through our church. The signs are being
supplied and manufactured by one of our own church members, Dave Vosler and 3) Balcony
Railing-The main wood framing for the railing has been stained and installed. We will soon be
installing the tempered obscured glass in the front and then add a modified height version of
our original brass railing.

