the
chimes

Lenten
Schedule
Mark Your Calendars

3/25 Palm Sunday
3/25 Easter Egg Hunt 11:30am at Greene Street
3/29 Maundy Thursday Service 7pm at Piqua
Grace
3/30 Good Friday Service 12 noon at
Westminster Presbyterian
4/1 Resurrection Sunday Celebration 9 and
10:30 at Greene Street
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Greetings Greene Street Church!
We are in the heart of the Lenten season looking with anticipation toward that wonderful day when we
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ! Technically, we will have another newsletter go
out prior to Easter, but barely, so I’m going to get us thinking about Easter Sunday as we journey
through Lent.
I’m not sure if you’ve looked ahead, but Easter this year falls on April 1, April Fool’s Day. I suppose there
is some kind of joke or anecdote about Easter Sunday being on April Fool’s Day. We could do all
manner of silly things that day. I could dress up in a Halloween costume and preach. Or we could plan
on singing Christmas songs that day. But in reality, I wouldn’t want to take away from the powerful
message of resurrection.
Easter is THE day for the church. Its bigger than Advent, bigger than Christmas, bigger than
Pentecost, bigger than anything else we do. In fact, every single Sunday has been traditionally
thought of as a mini-resurrection celebration. Every time we gather for worship, we are remembering
and acknowledging Easter Sunday and the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
Easter is the apex of the Christian calendar. We beautify the church with fresh flowers, sing songs of
resurrection and share in the joy that God loved the world so much that he sent his Son.
Every year at this time (and if you go back to last year’s newsletter and wait for next year’s these same
lines will appear!), I turn to one of my favorite books by one of my favorite authors; Surprised by Hope
by N.T. Wright. Wright is one of the world’s finest New Testament scholars and former Bishop of
Durham in the Anglican church. Surprised by Hope centers on resurrection, heaven and the mission of
the church. Wright says,
“Jesus' resurrection is the beginning of God's new project not to snatch people away from earth to
heaven but to colonize earth with the life of heaven. That, after all, is what the Lord's Prayer is about.”
Easter is such a great time to invite friends and family to join you for worship. In fact, all of Holy Week
will be a wonderful time to invite folks to join you at church. On Palm Sunday, we will hear a dramatic
reading of the Passion story, starting with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and ending with Jesus being sent
to die on the cross. Immediately following worship on Palm Sunday we will have our annual Easter Egg
Hunt. Last year we had a great time and if I’m not mistaken, we found eggs in the courtyard months
later.
As we head toward Easter, will you begin to pray about whom you might invite to join you? Maybe
part of your commitment and prayer would be to attend each of the services during Holy Week if
you’ve never done that before.
I am looking forward with anticipation to celebrating with you the love of God during this season of
Lent and especially on Easter Sunday!
Peace,

Will Leasure
Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC

Ministries for
Children
On Wednesday, February 21st
Curt and Jennifer Everett
brought two of their baby
goats to share with us. We
enjoyed learning about,
observing and cuddling them!
Thank you Curt and Jennifer!
Sunday School
On Sundays during the 10:30
worship gathering, children
are excused before the
sermon for Sunday School
and may attend one of two
classes: children age 5
through 2nd Grade meet
upstairs off the balcony in
room 23 and students in
3rd through 6th grade meet
upstairs off the balcony in
room 24. This month our
lessons will include a story
from John about Mary
anointing Jesus’ feet, and
stories from Mark about Jesus
healing a blind man, The Last
Supper and Jesus entering
Jerusalem.

Midweek
“Midweek” Children’s Ministries will
meet on Sundays during Lent on
March 4, 11 and 18 from 4:00-5:30.
All children in Kindergarten through
Sixth grade are invited to join us for
special activities which include
singing, bell ringing, craft projects
and prayer stations.
Parents are invited to join the
Pastor’s Lenten Study which meets
during the same time, and then stay
for a carry in meal at 5:30. If you are
not participating in the adult
activity, please bring your children
into the Narthex at 4:00 and pick up
in the same location at 5:30.

Palm Sunday
Our Palm Sunday worship will begin
with a palm branch
processional! Children, meet in the
gathering space at the back of the
church at 10:20 a.m. to get your
palm branches.
Again this year we will host our
Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday,
March 25th, following the 10:30
worship. The entire church family is
invited to stay for lunch in Wilson
Hall, followed by the hunt for candy

filled eggs by all children Grade 6
and under. Children, bring a basket!
Your very generous donations of
wrapped candy will be greatly
appreciated! Please place candy in
the collection center baskets by
March 18th!! (education wing
hallway)

March's memory verse is:
“Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord!” (Mark
11:9) Any child who
memorizes the verse and
recites it to Ms. Barb will earn
a special prize!
Thank you to the following
volunteers who so lovingly
teach our children on Sunday
mornings:

Kidz Worship Teachers for March
Mar 4
Mar 11

Jennifer Everett
Lindsay Lambert

Mar 18
Mar 25

Barb Hudson
Kelly Meckstroth

Laura Jackson

Holly Jensvold

Nuggets of News
Vacation Bible School
VBS Painting Day
March 24, 1 p
If you are interested in helping
with this year’s VBS, please
contact Jenny Sweetman
(773-5313 or
jennifer@greenestreetumc.org).

Gratitude
Ben & I want to thank you so very much for the
beautiful flowers that Peggy brought to us. Love
fresh flowers. Miss church & my church friends so
much. We will keep you posted.
Again thanks so much for the flowers.
God Bless All Of You,
Jane and Ben Hiser

All are welcome!

United Methodist Men
March 17, 8 a.m.
Greene Street
Wall/Wesleyan Room in the basement

Thank you to UMM for purchasing new kitchen bus
tubs for clean up in the kitchen. They were very
helpful for the Second Grade Luncheon.

The UMM would like to remind all men that you are
invited to attend our monthly meetings. The more
men we have involved the more ideas we have for
the better good of God’s Church. Plan to come to
hear a special speaker.

Friends,
Please continue to pray for Kim Smith, missionary to
Liberia. Kim is asking for prayer in earnest for
decisions that must be made regarding the future of
the ministry there. Please take time to pray daily and
intentionally for Kim and the work he is doing there on
behalf of the Gospel. Also, pray for his attaining a Visa
he has applied for; that nothing will stand in the way of
his receiving of it.
Kim is seeking our prayer support and I am asking you
as the church to make his ministry a top priority in your
prayer life.
Finally, words of encouragement are always welcome
by any missionary. Please take a moment to email Kim
to tell him you are praying and offer a few words of
support. Wordsowerintl@gmail.com
Thank you for caring and taking time to be an
encouragement. "But encourage one another daily, as
long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be
hardened by sin's deceitfulness." Hebrews 3:13
Pastor Mary
**UPDATE FROM KIM: “Dance, Celebrate,
Rejoice!!! Our prayers united have been answered!”

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry
We have been blessed this past month with some extra
food items to give our friends. They greatly appreciate
the food they take home with them.
We had one gentleman who told us things are going well
for him. In 1980 he made a promise to God that he
wouldn’t use God’s name in vain if God would always
provide him with food. And God has not let him down.
We have a lady and her husband who crochet prayer
shawls for us to be given to Hospice. The interesting
thing is that her husband has dementia. His doctor
asked how he spends his time and was told that he
crochets. The doctor thinks that has helped to keep the
dementia from advancing so quickly. Crocheting is like a
stress reliever for him. If anyone has any yarn to donate
to them, it would be greatly appreciated.
We ask for your prayers for a twelve year old autistic girl
who is going through a tough time. We pray that God
will heal her emotionally.
We continue to build relationships with our friends.
Sometimes there is a lot of laughter on Monday and
Wednesday. Other times there is sorrow. Please
continue to pray for our friends that they may be drawn
to Christ.
Peggy Moorman

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM
We have recently completed Phase #1 of our interior plaster and painting repair
activities. Members of our team walked the entire church and identified areas that were
in need of attention. We then prioritized by severity, usage, exposure and cost. Areas
that were selected were as follows: 1) South aisle of sanctuary wall and front two arches
2) Sanctuary ceiling above musicians 3) Caldwell St entrance south wall at elevator 4)
Caldwell St entrance east wall south side of doors 5) Caldwell St entrance east wall
north of doors 6) Room #22 around all four windows 7) Narthex ceiling in south east
area and 8) Room #23 around two windows and ceiling.
Phase #2 will include 6 additional areas, however they are not scheduled until late
April/early May. This work will include additional walls and ceilings in areas in choir loft
room, south stairway from second floor to sanctuary level and ceiling, etc
Additional activities include continuing our work with contractors on the balcony
railing. This railing faces towards the sanctuary from the second floor. Currently we
have 2 contractors quoting on three different designs. Once all proposals are received,
we will evaluate and decide what is best for safety, design and cost.
As always, thanks to the congregation for your support and campaign funds.
Don Brown, Project Leader

Who does the caring?
Friends,
In the life of any church much happens quietly, behind the scenes during the week. From Sunday to Sunday
any number of ministries are unfolding. One of those places of serving is in the area of visitation. Here at Greene
Street we have been blessed with a few people who have a heart for those who are not able to be among us. There
are reasons for this and the greatest of reasons are illness. Brenda Rice leads the visitation team in visiting our
homebound friends and those who have been struck with illness permanently or temporarily. Here is what you
need to know:
If you or someone in relationship to Greene
Street Church has become ill and could use a
visit and prayer, please contact Brenda Rice. If
there is a more immediate need, please
contact the church office. Brenda’s email is
brenny522@gmail.com or 937-272-2209
Thank you for working with us in keeping
those who are homebound from feeling
alienated and forgotten. As God remembers
us we are to remember others.

College Care Package “Thanks You”
Dear Greene Street Family,
Thank you so much for the
care package! It was such a
lovely surprise to receive. I
am very much enjoying all
of the treats and goodies!
I am a Resident Assistant,
Chemistry major doing
research and a StudentAthlete on the track and
field team. Being able to
pack a few snacks to keep
me going through my long
days is very much
appreciated!
My teammate and I
enjoyed a granola bar after
our track meet today!
Thanks again!
Olivia Davis

From the Daycare Director’s Desk:
Looking for Volunteers!
Our graduation gowns need to have the
zippers reinforced.

Our reading center
seats need new
covers. We will be
happy to purchase
the material. Just need to know how much. If you are
interested please contact Debbie Frazier at 773-5313 ext.14
or debbie@greenestreetumc.org.

Look at the new flooring in the Infant and Toddler
Rooms, thanks to the Miami
County Foundation.

Thanks!! The Sunday School class in the basement
thanks EVERYONE who supported our ministry of
providing lunch to 136 Washington School second
graders on February 14th. It truly takes many willing
hands to have a successful event! Special thanks to
cookie bakers, kitchen workers, servers, and people
who purchased our terrarium centerpieces. A total of
26 people were involved in this ministry, and the
students and staff of Washington School were most
appreciative of our efforts.

Food and Hunger Team
Greene Street Food Pantry served a total of 151 people during January: 26 of those families
came to the pantry for the first time.
The winners of the 2018 Chili Cook-off are:
1st Place - Brenda Rice
2nd Place - Will Leasure
3rd Place - Pat Middleton
Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all who participated in the
chili judging and bid on the delicious desserts. This fun event contributed
almost $700 to the budget of the food pantry.

40 Days, 40 Dollars - Feed A Family
During the season of Lent, the Food and Hunger Team is
coordinating a food drive that will help feed members of
the Piqua community. Small boxes are available that are
printed with a suggested list of foods that would provide ten meals for the
family receiving that box. The estimated cost to fill the box with these
suggested foods is $40. Boxes that are filled and returned to Greene
Street before March 23rd will be offered to Piqua Schools to be distributed
to students in need to provide food to help carry them through the Spring
break. Boxes returned after the 23rd will be distributed to families coming
to our food pantry.
A big thank you to Lisa Dotson for the donation of frozen hamburger patties.
Food Pantry Volunteers needed
If you have two hours available on Monday or Wednesday morning, we could use your help. You would be helping
to stock shelves and re-package vegetables and fruits (no heavy lifting) for about 30-45 minutes and then, from 1011 a.m., you would sign in visitors to the pantry. You do not need to be available every Monday or Wednesday we also need volunteers who can be available occasionally to step in if someone calls in sick or has a
conflicting appointment. If you are available during these times and would like to give us a hand, please contact
Jennifer Sweetman.
Youth Mission Trip!
Friends, due to a lack of commitment and costs associated with our scheduled youth mission trip to
Puerto Rico, we are changing sites. We will still be working with Team Effort (teameffort.org), the
organization the church has worked with the past two years. This year, we will be heading to Blue Knob,
PA from June 17-23. Blue Knob, PA is just over 300 miles away and located at the foot of the Allegheny
Mountains. This trip will provide ample opportunity for our youth and adult leaders to be the hands and
feet of Jesus. Please plan on attending a revised informational meeting following worship on March 4.
Parents and guardians, we have deadlines regarding the trip approaching fast, it is important that you
plan on attending if you’re interested in sending your child. The other change is that I will be leading trip
along with several other adults. Hope to see you on the March 4th for all the details!
Looking forward to serving with our youth!

The Prayer Place
Greene Street Church Family –Jo Anderson, Mitch Dilbone,
Edward Eidemiller, Ben & Jane Hiser, Bruce Hogston, Don Motter,
Steve Mullikin, Jim Otey, Mary Pummill, Darrell Seas, Chuck Woods

Friends and Family of Greene Street– Marvin, Angela Eller
(Ash), Joe Teach (Califf), Jerry Wills (Clark), Kyle Resler, Mike Voleene
(Daycare), Warren & Pauline McNemar (Ellerman & Rice), Dean Kerns
(Elliott), Phil Edwards, Kelly Wion (Frazier), Bruce Marshall, Judy Brown
Looney (Hardman), Bill Weyant, Jim Burton, Angie Eller, David Helman,
Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Jackie Thompson (Helman), Michael Davis,
Barb Bollenbacher (Hiser), Paul Beal (Hopkins), Gary Kelly (Kelly), Kiera
Finnigan, Dave Purk (Meckstroth), Jeremy Monroe, Victoria Henderson
(Meckstroth), Colleen Hull, Brad Spencer (Palmer), Lisa Zellar (Penrod),
Aaron Anderson, Jessica Schrout (Pummill), Catherine Smith, Christina
Smith (Rice), Ethan, Lou (Stewart), Mike Jess, Joyce Thornberry, Jennifer
Bragg, Becky Ary, Craig Steifel, Marilyn Ketrow, Brock Gessner (Stilwell),
Victoria Henderson (Woods)

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Clark Cripe (Elliott), Ben Datu (and
family in Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, Joseph
Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton Ketrow
(Stilwell), Dasch Underwood

We pray God’s comfort
to be with:
Prayers for God’s peace are
extended to family and
friends of Barb Minton, who
passed away on Wednesday,
February 7, 2018.

We pray God’s
blessings upon :
We pray God’s blessings upon
Seth and Nicole Heckaman
with the birth of their
daughter, Nora June, on
Saturday, February 17.

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Jim Whetstone, Nancy Callison; Spring
Meade: Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy
Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys Mullen; Story Point: Al Erbes;

1

Micah Paldino
Zachary Reimer
Doug Stilwell
3 Natalie Fogt
Rose Staley
Braeden Teale
Jim Whetstone
5 Tom Brinkman
Renee Helman
6 Dot Casselman
Dale Davis
Emily Shawler
Jake Vosler
7 Joe Adams
Luke Jensvold
Cameron Mohr
Carly Mohr
Elizabeth Paldino
Hannah Parshall
9 Don Motter
11 Nicole Heckaman
Blakelee Silvers
12 Katy Doak
Jackson Elliott

13
14
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
26
27
28

Judy Elliott
Jenna Weimer
Jeff Leininger
Jacob Cox
Kris Stewart
Morgan Brinkman
Jonathon Cox
John Tauber
Laura Brown
Ace Grear
Jennifer Beaver
Harper Partin
Anna Tauber
Austin Johnson
Joanne Motter
Darrell Seas
Molly Brinkman
Joyce Paldino
Brant Helman
Jeff Elliott
Mark Hopkins
Jenni Piatt
DiAnn Bateman
Allison Drzeweicki

Larry Grabo
30 Andy Pearson
31 Doug Dolder

3
6
8
9
23
25
28
30

Jeff & JoJo Marrs
Pat & Bob Smith
Jerry & Sharon Fogt
Marcy & Phil Thomas
Bob & Peg Luby
Amy & Drew Hartman
Gail & Jim Reas
Kris & Cecil Stewart
Cornelia & Mike Tinkler
Becky & Paul Doak

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
9 a Chrysalis
Board Meeting

6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

4

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
4 p Lenten
Time (TEEM,
Children &
Adult Studies)
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast
6 p Girl Scout

11

5

6

7

8

6:30 p Melody
Men

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

12

13

14

15

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
4 p Lenten
Time (TEEM,
Children &
Adult Studies)
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast
6 p Girl Scout

7 p Girl Scout
Leader
7 p Ad Board
Meeting

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

18

19

20

21

22

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
4 p Lenten
Time (TEEM,
Children &
Adult Studies)
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast
6 p Girl Scout

25

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
4 p Lenten
Time (TEEM,
Children &
Adult Studies)
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast
6 p Girl Scout

26

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

27

28

29

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

8:30 a
Newsletter
Folding Party

6 p Child Care
Staff Meeting

6 p Girl Scout
Troop

9

10
5 p Chrysalis
Hoot

16

17
8 a UMM
Breakfast

23

24
1 p VBS
Painting Day

30

31
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Easter Lilies
If you would like to order a Lily for the sanctuary or wish to have a dedication carried,
please complete this form and return it to the church office by 9:00 a.m. Tuesday,
March 19. The cost of each lily is $8.00. Lilies and other flowers may be removed from
the sanctuary after the 10:30 a.m. Easter Service.

Name
______________________________________
Number of Lilies / Dedications
______________________________________

You have three choices:
1. ____In lieu of ordering a flower I wish to make a $8.00
contribution to the decorating fund of the church.
2. I am ordering
lily/lilies from the church.
3. I am bringing
colorful flowers (tulip, daffodil, etc) to
the church by 10 a.m. Thursday, March 29. (Please label
your flower(s))

Dedication(s) - You may dedicate your lilies in memory, in honor, in celebration, or any other dedication you would like.
Dedications will be printed as listed.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

