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Greetings Greene Street church! 

We are on the cusp of launching Wesleyan small groups called class meetings.  As I’ve 
been talking about these small groups over the last few months, a few questions have 
bubbled up.  The biggest question is, what does this small group entail?  I want to dispel a 
few assumptions about what it means to be a part of this kind of small group. 

The church often has several kinds of small groups.  These range from bible studies to 
Sunday school classes to book studies to affinity groups.  Affinity groups are those built 
around an activity or common interest.  This could be a bowling league or a book study.  
Let me offer a few thoughts about common small groups found within the church. 

First, class meetings are not like a Sunday School class, bible study, or book study.  You’re 
probably familiar with one of the small groups listed above.  A Sunday School class is set up 
to be information driven.  There is a teacher who is the expert on the lesson or story that is 
being taught and they disseminate information to the class. 

Bible studies and book studies often end up playing out the same way a Sunday school 
class does.  The leader offers thoughts on a passage in the bible or a chapter in a book.  
The next step is for the entire group to have discussion about the passage or chapter. 

All of these small groups are valid, viable, and have been a source of growth for Christians 
for decades.  These groups will continue to have a place in the church forever. 

Wesleyan small groups - class meetings - are different in that the experts in the group are 
every person talking about their own life and experience with God.  Class meetings are 
structured for transformation.  Kevin Watson in his book on class meetings comments on 
transformation driven groups saying, “These groups focus not on discussion or mastery of 
content, but on changed lives, on group members’ experience of God.  These small groups 
are organized around a common desire to support one another in their effort to become 
increasingly faithful Christians who are grown in love of God and neighbor” (Watson, The 
Class Meeting, 6). 

As we launch these groups, we will spend eight weeks journeying 
through Kevin Watson’s book on class meetings.  This will provide 
background for why these groups were so effective in helping to build 
the Methodist movement.  The book will also train us to be in a class 
meeting.  After reading the book, which acts like training wheels, we 
will be set free to go it without a book or even the Bible.  Again, this is 
mainly because the class meeting is intended to be a transformation 
driven group, not an information driven group.  One final word from 
Watson, “A class meeting is a small group that is primarily focus on 
transformation and not information, where people learn how to 
interpret their entire lives through the lens of the gospel, build a 
vocabulary for giving voice to their experience of God, and grow in 
faith in Christ” (Watson, The Class Meeting, 6). 

I hope this gives you a better idea of what it means to be in a class 
meeting.  I’m excited to move from talking about it to actually 
implementing this kind of small group!  Please continue to be in prayer 
about your involvement in this kind of small group.  Is it a 
commitment? Absolutely.  You will be asked to give up 75-90 minutes 
of your week for the sake of being with fellow church members 

reflecting on your life with God.  No expertise is necessary, all are invited to be a part of this 
group no matter where you are in your spiritual journey. 

I am looking forward expectantly that God will do something through the relaunching of 
class meetings at Greene St. 

Peace, 

 

 
Will Leasure 



Hi Friends, 

Mary Haldeman has held the position of Congregational Care Pastor since last April.  Mary 
came out of retirement to take this position.  I am grateful to have had her as a conversation 
and ministry partner over these months.  Mary has decided to return to retirement to tend to her 
booming Bed and Breakfast and apple orchard businesses.  Over the course of these months 
much has been accomplished.   

First and foremost our funeral meal protocol has received an overhaul and update.  I am 
thankful for all of the hard work she put in to get these up to speed.  She has handed this work 
off and we are in good shape.  Additionally, Mary has visited homebound folks and set up pre 
and post surgery care, which includes first and foremost, prayer. 

Mary will complete her time at Greene St at the end of February.  Please take some time to 
thank her for her dedicated service over the last year.  Thank you, Pastor Mary! 

Will Leasure, Pastor 
Greene St. UMC 

Ministries for Children 
Wednesday Night Ministries will continue on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30. All 
children in grades kindergarten through 6th 
grade are invited to join us for activities which 
include prayer stations, memorizing the books 
of the Bible, music and a craft. Please bring 
your children into the Narthex and pick up in 
the same location. (Special note: if school is 
cancelled for bad weather we will also cancel 
Wed Night) 

Sunday School 

On Sundays during the 10:30 worship, children 
aged five through Sixth Grade are excused 
before the sermon for Sunday School in rooms 
23 and 24, upstairs off the balcony.  This month 
our Bible study includes stories from the Old 
Testament about families.  

February’s memory 
verse is: “Love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart, all your being, 
and all your 
strength.”(Deuteronomy 
6:5) Children who 
memorize the verse will 
earn a special prize. 

Save the date for the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt 
following worship on 
Palm Sunday, April 14th! 

Funeral Meals 

It is a new year and perhaps you are 
thinking about how things might change 
in 2019. I often wonder, what changes will 
the world bring or what changes will my 
life bring? We can’t know the future but 
with God’s help we can plan in the best 
way possible. Yes, it is a new year and 
here at Greene Street we are moving 
forward. Speaking of moving forward, I 
want to alert you to a change being 
made in regard to funeral dinners. Mary 
Catherine Grimes after many years of 
faithful service and planning has retired 
from the funeral dinner ministry. Please 
welcome Jackie Pollock and Tawnya 
Gaier to the Funeral Dinner ministry! 
Jackie and Tawnya will be relying on your 
generosity of time and service to make a 
funeral dinner happen as they come 
along. We thank you in advance for all 
your kindness toward others in their time of 
loss. One change that is being made is 
that of contacting all of you. Please note 
calling everyone is a time consuming 
activity. Thanks to Jennifer Sweetman, our 
church office manager, we now have on-
line signups for funeral dinners. I urge you 
to take a look and sign up whenever that 
email comes to your email box. This one 
step streamlines how we plan for dinners. 
If you’ll participate in the email sign up, 
the planning will take no time at all. Thank 
you for making this change with us. For 
those who do not use email, you will 
receive a call inviting you to serve. 

Pastor Mary 



 Answered Prayers from the 
Food Pantry 

The last month has been very busy.   
We have blessed by what Kroger has 
given us to distribute. 

One gentleman who comes to the 
pantry helped another food pantry 
friend by taking her for her chemo 
treatments.  I'm sure this was an 
answer to prayer. 

We have a few people come who 
tell us they are homeless.  It would be 
nice if we could put together some 
kits to give them.  It could include a 
toothbrush and toothpaste, 
washcloth and bar of soap, 
shampoo and comb, and anything 
that might be helpful.  Think about it. 

We also had one man bring his 
nephew.  The nephew had just 
gotten out of prison and had very 
little.  The man pulled me aside and 
asked me to pray for his nephew.  
We had just opened the pantry and 
there were about a dozen people 
waiting.  So the uncle, the nephew 
and I held hands.  I asked those 
standing in line to be in an attitude 
of prayer.  Then I prayed a prayer 
that would apply to all of us.  The 
prayer was well received. 

God calls us to tell the good news of 
Jesus.  Let us be bold in sharing with 
others. 

Peggy Moorman CLM 

Food and Hunger Team 

Chili Cook-off - Thankfully there was no truth to the 
rumor that someone was spotted hovering around the 
pots of chili with a BIG box of salt in hand, or to the 
rumor that entries were disappearing into thin air.  With 
over 50 people attending, the annual Chili Cook-off 
and Dessert Auction was again successful in raising 
funds for the food pantry and for providing a delicious 
lunch.  Winners this year were: 

 Pat and Edna Middleton - 1st 
Place 
 Tim Collette - 2nd Place 
 Doug Stilwell - 3rd Place   

We would like to thank all those 
who helped make this event 
special - 

  Those who submitted chili 
for judging and        
desserts for the auction 

  Marj Stilwell for organizing 
the dessert auction 

  Sherry Heath for being “cashier"  
  Tempo Wood Products (Dave & April Vosler) for     

   designing and building trophies 
  Eric Sweetman for ensuring the sound system was 

   setup and ready 
  Jenny Sweetman for her support before, during,    

   and after the event 
 
The number of families served by our food pantry 
continues to grow.  During 2018 the pantry served 2084 
families with an increased number of food items.  
Those visiting the pantry were able to select 15 items 
from canned, boxed items and ground beef.  They 
could also select 3 fresh produce items and 
3-4 frozen meats and 3-4 baked items.   

THANKS to the many volunteers who 
donate so generously of their time 
throughout the year.   

Joan Beck, Betty & Dick Clark , Pat Helman, 
Becky Kelly, Christina Meckstroth, Peggy 
Moorman, Mary Pummill, Marj Stilwell 



Thank you ‘s  and More 

Greene St. - join me for three days of 

worship and amazing teaching! The Spirit 

and Truth conference is a short drive 

away and happens on March 7-9 at 

Stillwater UMC.  There is a wonderful 

lineup of speakers! Come and hear about 

discipleship, evangelism and be inspired 

and have your faith stretched.  The 

church is willing to cover half the cost of 

registration. Please email the church 

office if you are interested in going as I 

anticipate this conference to sell out.  - 

Pastor Will  

See Back Page 

Dear Greene Streeters, 

Bruce’s sudden death in November was a shock 
to our family. We had each other, but we also 
had friends. The kindness of our Greene Street 
Family was felt constantly. 

The prayers, food, cards, and calls meant so 
much to all of us. 

The lunch after the funeral was wonderful. Our 
friends and relatives not only commented how 
good the food was, but how everyone made 
them feel so at home. We thank you for that. 

We would like to give a big thank you also to 
Pastor Will. He came to Miami Valley soon after  
we arrived, and was with us the whole time.  

He not only prayed with us, but he interacted 
with everyone. 

He talked with us after Bruce’s death about our 
thoughts and feelings. He gave us a wonderful 
funeral. We will never be able to thank him 
enough. 

We are so thankful for this congregation, who is 
always there when they are needed most, We 
Know. 

Always, 

Carol Hogston, Kathy, Bill, Barbra & families 

 College Care Package! 

Hey Greene Street!  Let’s send some love to 
our college students! Send in your college 
students addresses by February 1st to 
jennifer@greenestreetumc.org.  

TEEM is putting together Care Packages for 
college students to be sent out with our love 
for Valentine’s Day! 

TEEM will be putting together Care Packages 
for college students at 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
February 10. You can help by bringing in the 
following items by February 10th: 

Donations can be left in the Narthex in the 
box marked College Bound!  We plan on 
sending out 24 packages this year!  Anything 
you wish to share will be so appreciated. 

 Candy/gum 
 Heat and serve 

soups 
 Pens/pencils 
 Microwave 

popcorn 
 Post-it note 

pads 
 Cookies 

 Chips 
 Notebook 

paper 
 Notes of 

encouragement 
 Anything you 

think college 
students might 
enjoy! 

Calling all Women!  

Would you like to deepen your relationship 
with Christ and connect with other women?
Join us for a 9-week Beth Moore Bible study 
entitled Children of the Day: an in-depth 
study of 1&2 Thessalonians.  We will meet on 
Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 P.M. starting 
February 5 and finishing on April 9.  We will 
NOT meet on March 26. The Bible study book 
costs $16.00.  There will be a sign-up sheet at 
the welcome center in the narthex.  If you 
have questions or want more information, 
contact Linda Price at LindaP96@aol.com. 

 

United Methodist Men 

The UMM would like to remind all men that 
you are invited to attend our monthly 
meetings. The more men we have involved 
the more ideas we have for the better good 
of God’s Church. Our next meeting is 
February 23rd @ 8:00am in the basement at 
the Church.   



1 Patrick Middleton 
    Kristopher Palsgrove 
2   Amelia Bush 
    Amberly Tauber 
3 Melanie Elsass-Smith 
    Chuck McBee 
    Tom Wagner      
4   Carson Meckstroth 
    Eryn Thomas 
    Melissa Wagner 
5   Nicole Henson 
6   Trent Cooper 
7   Rick Fry 
    Megan Pearson    
    Dan Penrod 
    Jennifer Wright  
8 Liam Miller 
10 Arie Larger 
 Conner Larger 
 Sarah Palmer 
13  Julie Adams 
    Greg Wagner 
14  Garrett Brewer 
15  Rachel Hopkins 
    Blythe Palsgrove 
16  Hubert Bateman 
    Mike DeBrosse 
    Cody Oakes 
19 Curt Everett 
 Shirley Grabo 
20 Chris Ellerman 
21  Peg Luby 
27  Wyatt Meckstroth  
 Eric Sweetman 
 Ashtyn Wilson 
28 Missy Hunt 
    Annie Marrs 

4   Rachael & Steve Egolf 
9  David & Susanne Brown 

Greene Street Church Family 
–Jo Anderson, Edward Eidemiller, 

Betty Gary, Ben & Jane Hiser, Polly Leasure, MaryAnn 
Minton, Don Motter, Jim Otey, Dorie Perry, Darrell Seas, 
Miriam Robinson, Fred Shellenberg, Chuck Woods 

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Aaron 
Anderson (Anderson), Marilyn, Marvin, Ashley Robinson, 
Judy Smith, Diane and Jim, Susanne (Ash), Gary Johnson, 
Gene Schuster (Collette), Ron Cooper (Cooper), Debbie 
Deeter (Clark), Bill Little (Frazier), Steve Bryiant (Gaier), Bill 
& Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Jerry 
Schleinitz, Angie Shroyer (Helman), Roger Hartley (Hiser), 
Pattie Heater (Hudson), Linda Stewart Smith, Vickie 
Buroker Chappie (Motter), Megan Edge Voorhees & son 
Macklan (Oakes), Mike Jess, Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn 
Ketrow, Jayli, Sue Jess, Sharon Ford (Stilwell), Elise Cox 
(Woods) 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, 
Clark Cripe (Elliott), James Riley (Gaier), Ben Datu (and 
family in Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, 
Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch 
(Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison; Dorothy 
Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Jo  Asher, Al Erbes, Rose 
Staley;  

We pray God’s comfort to be with: 

 Prayers for God’s peace are extended to family 
and friends of Margie Trimmer, who passed away 
on Sunday, January 6, 2019.  

 We pray God’s comfort to be with Polly and Will 
Leasure and family upon the death of her 
grandmother Ruth Giffin on January 5, 2019.   

The Prayer 

Place 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
9 a  Boy’s 
Chrysalis  

Team 

3 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

4 
 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

5 
 

6:30 p 
Women’s 

Bible Study 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

6 
11 a Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

7 

 

4:30 Child 
Care 

Committee 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

8 9 
9 a  Boy’s 
Chrysalis  

Team 

10 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

2 p Girl Scout 
troop 

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5  

11 
 

 

7 p Girl Scout 
Leader 

12 
 

6:30 p 
Women’s 

Bible Study 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

13 
11 a Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

14 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

15 16 
 

Boy’s Chrysalis  
Weekend #67 

17 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

18 
Boy’s Chrysalis  
Weekend #67 

19 
 

6:30 p 
Women’s 

Bible Study 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

20 
11 a Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

21 

 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

22 23 
8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

12 p Girl 
Scout Event 

24 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

25 
 

 

6 p Child 
Care Staff 
Meeting 

26 
9 a Newsletter 
Folding Party 

6:30 p 
Women’s 

Bible Study 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

27 
11 a Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

28 

 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 
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