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Welcome the Leasure Family!
As we all know Rev. Kenneth has taken a voluntary
leave of absence which has left us without an Elder.
Thankfully, Pastor Chris has stepped in for the past
4 weeks. She has continued to bring Gods message
and guided us on the path that God has put us. The
Staff Parish committee wants to extend our
deepest thanks and appreciation to Pastor Chris for
her hard work and devotion to God and Greene
Street. We thank her for her role in helping to make
this transition period as smooth and as easy as
possible. This time of transition has shown the true
heart and Spirit of the members of Greene Street. Many people have offered their help and their
assistance to do whatever is needed as we continued forward and waited for the Conference to appoint an
Elder. We also want to thank our District Superintendent, Jocelyn Roper, for listening to our desires and
concerns. Because of the Prayers and effort of many, the SPRC is excited to announce that we will have a
new Elder starting Feb 5th. Our new Pastor, Will Leasure, shares in our passion for Christ and vision for the
future of Greene Street.

Welcome Reception

Will Leasure is originally from the great city of Dayton, OH. He
Sunday, February 5
completed a Master of Divinity at United Theological Seminary
Immediately following 10:30 a.m.
and a B.S. in Biblical Studies from Cincinnati Christian
worship gathering
University. Will and his wife, Polly, have been married 15 years
this year. They have two beautiful daughters, Zoe (11) and Addie **Cottage Meetings are beginning to be
(9). The girls will be starting 7th and 5th grade this fall. Will loves planned. If you are interested in hosting
spending time with his family, drinking coffee, listening to
an Introduction Cottage Meeting, please
records while drinking coffee, and watching the Cincinnati
contact the church office (937-773-5313).
Bengals. He is passionate about preaching and helping others
discover the incredible grace and love of God.
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A Perfect Christmas
The perfect Christmas did not arrive as presents under a beautifully decorated Christmas
tree or with food fit for a king. The perfect Christmas is not always merry and bright. The
perfect Christmas is a time when people who are lost, alone, and without find a place of being
accepted and loved despite their position in life: where they’ve been, what they’ve done, or
what they are doing. That perfect Christmas happened here at Greene Street Church on
December 25th following the 10:30 worship service. About 65 people came to dinner: some
from our congregation and some from the city. The ham dinner and all the sides provided
were perfect. We served people who had nowhere to go and no one to be with. I had some
one-on-one conversations and all had a common theme: “I was going to be alone today.” I
also had the privilege of talking with a man about his faith walk. He had been raised in the
Christian faith and had fallen away many years ago due to a bad experience in church. “It
doesn’t matter. God doesn’t know me anyway,” he said. It was a time when I could gently tell
him how wrong he was and why Jesus came. Yes, he is among all of us whom Jesus came to
love and save. We talked quite a while and I don’t know if his mind changed but I do know we
showed love, kindness, and shared the gospel. We gave this man Christmas. There were
some families that came to dine with us. Also a very lonely lady came and stayed, dined, and
shared her story with many. It was a good day.
Thank you to all who helped put this day together. Many worked hard behind the scenes
to make this day unfold. Many took time away from their own personal Christmas Day to
serve and share with friends from the city. It was truly a blessing to be serving on Christmas
and to hear the stories and share the church with our city neighbors.
This year will be a time of changing and
growing at Greene St. Pray for our city.
Pray we will be the ones to connect and
share the gospel with the lost. Pray for
your own, personal role in reaching the city
and listen for God’s voice within.
Remember, 85% of our city is unchurched.
Many people have never had the
opportunity to know Jesus. Reaching the
lost is what the church is about. We are off
to a good start! Thank you all!
Pastor Mary Haldeman

Ministries for
Children

Sunday Night Alive /
Wednesday Night Alive

Kidz Worship

Wednesday Night Alive, which
meets Wednesday evenings from
6:30-7:30, will continue all four
Wednesdays in February. Sunday
Night Alive, which meets Sunday
afternoons from 4:30-5:30, will be
held February 5, 12 and 26. (No SNA
on February 19 due to President’s
Day Weekend.) All children in
Kindergarten through Sixth grade
are invited to join us for an hour of
singing, prayer activities and special
projects. We’re practicing a fun new
song which we will perform during
worship on February 19 !

On Sundays during the 10:30
Unveiled worship gathering,
children are excused before the
sermon for Kidz Worship and may
attend one of two classes: children
age five through Second Grade
meet in the ABC room off the corner
of the Narthex, and students in 3
through 6 grade meet upstairs off
the balcony in room 24. This month
our Bible study includes four of the
parables which Jesus told to his
followers, all from the book of
Luke. February’s memory verse
is: “Everyone who has ears should
pay attention .” Luke 8:8
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Please bring your children into the
Narthex and pick up in the same
location. Please note: if school is
cancelled for bad weather, we will
also cancel WNA.

Feb 5
Feb 12
Feb 19
Feb 26

February Kidz Worship Teachers
Holly Jensvold
Linda Price
Amberly Tauber
Barb Hudson
Michelle Underwood
Paul Miller
Natalee Heath
Barb Hudson

Gratitude
Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry
We continue to reach out to the people who come to our food pantry. Here are
some answers to our prayer:
A lady came to the food pantry in October. She asked that we pray for her two
sons who were addicted to drugs. When she came back in December, she told
us both sons have jobs. One is in the halfway house and one is looking for an
apartment. She was pleased that they are doing better.
In November a lady came and asked that we prayer for her two children to get
off drugs. When she came back in December, she said her children were in
treatment and doing well. We will continue to pray they stay drug free.
We have had several people come to the food pantry who tell us they are
homeless. Please pray with us that their needs (food, clothing, and shelter) will
be met.

More Thanks . . .
Greene Street Church Family,
Thank you for the prayers and
support during my neck surgery
and Ron’s bronchitis.
We are doing well. You are in our
prayers every day being paid
forward.
Thank you again,
Ron & Robyn Cooper and family

-Peggy Moorman

Update on Christmas Shoebox Project
There’s no better way to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ than by sharing the
Good News of salvation with those who have never had the opportunity to
hear it.
Franklin Graham traveled to Myanmar (formerly known as Burma) where he
handed out Christmas shoebox gifts to children. A couple of years earlier this
would have been impossible because of severe restrictions on religious
freedom. But God has answered prayers, opened doors, and given many
people a hunger for the truth.
In the southern African nation of Namibia, many people operate small
businesses out of their makeshift corrugated metal homes. There is no
electricity or running water. Recently, 60 children gathered in a local church for
an Operation Christmas Child outreach event. Leaders pulled sheets off of two
piles of colorful stacks of shoebox gifts. Children tore into them with squeals of
joy. There were the first gifts these children ever received.
Samaritan’s Purse has collected 12 million shoebox gifts and shipped them to
children in over 100 countries this year. Many of these gifts are going for
outreach into places that have no churches and communities that have never
been reached by the gospel. Please pray that many children as well as their
families will give their hearts to Jesus.

Greene Street United Methodist
Church,
I was a member of your church
from 1966-1976. In fact, Rev.
Roland Fierce performed our
wedding ceremony. Now I take
great delight in reading about
the church’s activities on
Facebook. The photos and
postings of the children’s
program with Ms. Barb Hudson
truly make me happy. It all
reminds me of my days in choir
with Mrs. Marion Mote. Your
Christmas dinner was a fantastic
gesture on so many levels. I have
enclosed a check for all the
important work you do.
Cordially,
Susan Adomaitis Armstrong

Building
Improvement
Update

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM

The Admin Council has agreed with our team recommendation to award the
building exterior restoration contract to Brian Bros located in Piqua, OH. The overall
project will include the main church including the Bell Tower, Education Wing, and
the Garden/Courtyard area. The restoration work will include as follows: (1)
Masonry and concrete cleaning (2) Brick and stone replacement
(3) Tuckpointing (4) Patching (5) Painting (6)
Replacement of roof step/counter flashing and sealant (7) Handrail modifications and (8) Water repellant applied to
brick masonry.
The work will commence in late April/early May 2017, weather permitting and scheduled to take approximately
10-12 weeks. As we approach the start date, we will be communicating a more detailed project schedule. Our #1
priority for this project will be SAFETY for everyone!
Additional project work that we are now focusing on is the removal/replacement of the existing blue glass that is on
the second floor above the Narthex area. We will be proposing to replace the existing glass with a matte/obscure
glass style finish. This will allow more light into our church and brighten up the Narthex and our sanctuary areas.
We are also working towards raising the current handrail height that is on the 2 nd floor above the Narthex and
library. Our current handrail height is a safety hazard and needs to be raised a minimum of 8” above the current
brass handrail height. This it will improve our safety and meet our state building code requirements. The options
that we are currently considering, but not all options, is to remove the brass handrail and to install one of these
options: (1) tempered glass wall or (2) spindle type wall design. Once our quotes are received, we will review and
determine what is best for our safety, appearance and cost. The existing brass handrail would be completely
removed based on doing one of the above options.
Our team has mainly been communicating through The Chimes Newsletter, however we will soon be giving updates
to each of our Sunday morning services. If anyone has any questions about our projects, please ask any of our
committee members.
Thank You,
Don Brown
Chairman, Building Improvement Team

Other Opportunities
From Piqua Compassion Network:

VBS Planning Meeting
March 5, 3 p
This meeting will be “geared” towards decorating
and station leaders. If you are interesting in
planning or helping with this years VBS, please
contact Jenny Sweetman (773-5313 or
jennifer@greenestreetumc.org).

The Piqua Compassion Network has an immediate
opening for a part-time Executive Director because our
previous director, Ann Hoover, has moved from the area
to take a full-time job closer to her daughter and her
family.
The position requires someone with a heart for service
and leadership abilities that could support working with
a Board of Directors and approximately twenty
volunteers. There is an expected average of 20 hours
per week service for an annual salary of $21,840. A full
job description and application are available at the PCN
Office, 531 W. Ash Street, 778-8852.

The Prayer Place
Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Al & Lois Erbes,
Chuck Woods, Stacy Patton, Ann Elliott, Becky Kelly, Pat Smith, Helen
Enos, Pat Walker, Robyn Cooper, Peg Hance, Linda Carter, Carol Hogston,

Friends and Family of Greene Street- Mike Jess, Sharon Barhorst,
Jan Davis, Joyce Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg (Stilwell), Adam Love,
Adriana (daycare), Angie Davis (Meckstroth), Dean Kerns (Elliott), Jill
Neves Bailey, David Gutmann (Woods), Kristen (Kienle), Bill Weyant
(Helman), Joe Goetz, Michael Davis (Hiser), Tom Sanderson (Ash), Denny
Low, Aaron & Becky (Mullikin)

We pray God’s comfort to be
with:


Jenny and Eric Sweetman
and family upon the death of
her aunt Tiffany Grear on
December 28, 2016.

Military - Jed Cooper, Andy Pearson (Carter), Brian Pummill, Dasch
Underwood, Clark Cripe (Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Brent
Efaw (Frazier), Ben Datu (Mullikin), Kris Palsgrove (Ash), Devon Parshall
(Parshall), James Riley (Gaier), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell)

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Dick Callison, Virginia Gross; Garbry
Ridge: Barbara Minton, Jim Whetstone; Spring Meade: Martha Fraley;
Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys
Mullen; Brookdale: Jane Flitcraft, Lois Erbes

Church Building Use: Our church is very well used, not just on Sundays but every
day of the week. We host many meetings and events to ministries and people
from both inside and outside of the church. This can sometimes create an overuse
situation. It is important that you contact the church office to reserve the space
that you need for the date and time you need it. We are happy to share the space
we have but would like to avoid potential conflict and confusion by scheduling
each event or use. This request applies to all people and/or groups that use the
building whether it is regular and ongoing or one time. Thank you for your
understanding! We are blessed to have such a useful space!

February Anniversaries

February Birthdays
1 Patrick Middleton
Kristopher Palsgrove
2 Amelia Bush
Amberly Tauber
3 Melanie Elsass-Smith
Chuck McBee
Morris McClannan
Tom Wagner
4 Charles Cromley
Carson Meckstroth
Eryn Thomas
Melissa Wagner
5 Nicole Henson
6 Trent Cooper
7 Rick Fry
Megan Pearson
Dan Penrod
Jennifer Wright

10 Arie Larger
Sarah Palmer
13 Julie Adams
Greg Wagner
14 Mabel Bragg
Garrett Brewer
15 Rachel Hopkins
Blythe Palsgrove
16 Hubert Bateman
Mike DeBrosse
Cody Oakes
19 Curt Everett
Shirley Grabo
20 Chris Ellerman
21 Peg Luby
27 Wyatt Meckstroth
Eric Sweetman
28 Missy Hunt
Annie Marrs

9 David & Susanne
Brown

14 Chris & Angie Smith
25 John & Kay Wortman

Unless otherwise stated . . .
Sunday Schedules
9 a.m. Liturgical Worship
10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship
4 p.m. TEEM
6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast

Sun

5
4 p TEEM
4:30 p SNA
6 p Girl Scout

Mon

6

Tue

7

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p WNA
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6 p Girl Scout
Troop

8

9

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6 p Girl Scout
Troop
6:30 p WNA
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

Wedding

10 a Staff
Meeting

6 p Melody
Men

6 p Melody
Men

13

14

15

6 p Choir
Practice
7 p Girl Scout
Leader
Meeting
7 p Ad Board

6 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6 p Child Care
Committee
6:30 p WNA
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6 p Girl Scout
Troop

19

20

21

22

23

Boys Chrysalis
Weekend #63

Boys Chrysalis
Weekend #63
6 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6 p Girl Scout
Troop
6:30 p WNA
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

12
4 p TEEM
4:30 p SNA
6 p Girl Scout

7 p SPRC
Meeting

26

27

4 p TEEM
4:30 p SNA
6 p Girl Scout

6 p Child Care
Staff Meeting

28

6 p Melody
Men

16

6 p Girl Scout
Troop

10

11

8 a Boys
6 p Boys
Chrysalis Team
Chrysalis Team
Meeting
Meeting

17

18
Boys Chrysalis
Weekend #63

24

25
2 p Girl Scout
Event
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Elder-Beerman Community
Days Coupon Booklets
Thursday, February 23 Saturday, February 25
Your $5 donation will benefit the TEEM
Mission Trip in June and you receive a
booklet of coupons.

