
"Making disciples of Jesus who transform the world." 

February 2016 

It’s T.E.E.M. Month! 

Teens Engaged, Empowered and Mobilized by the life-changing 

power of the Gospel! 

 

We gather each Sunday from 4-6 

PM at Greene Street for a time 

of connecting with God and 

each other. We will also be 

actively serving our 

community, equipping each 

student to be an agent of 

loving transformation wherever 

they go.  

 

All students in grades 7-12 are welcome to attend. 

 

Upcoming TEEM Events 

February 6, 1 p.m.—assemble Holy Hoagies 

 

February 7, distribute Holy Hoagies 

following both worship services 

 

February 7, 6-10 p.m. Super Bowl Party at 

the Stewart’s house (608 Bear Run, Piqua)  

 

February 14, 4-6 p.m. TEEM Bowling, meet 

in  Greene Street Church Office due to 

Chrysalis.   

 

February 19, WinterJam (see flyer for 

more information) 

 

February 21, 4-6 p.m. TEEM gathering at 

church 

 

February 27, starting at 1 p.m. 30 Hour 

Famine, ending Sunday 
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State of the Church! 

On the heels of one of the worst defeats in Cincinnati Bengals history, followed 

by the first ample snowfall of 2016, there was something exciting happening 

January 10! During a combined worship gathering, you battled the elements, put 

aside your feelings about the Steelers, and gathered to hear the State of the 

Church address. Most of you also stayed for a delicious lunch banquet where 

additional details were unveiled. It was a good day! 

We heard some updates about how we faired with our 2015 goals. Our Children’s 

Ministry has certainly been solidified and bolstered, thanks to the diligent work 

Katie Farris began and Barb Hudson continues. We heard from two Disciple Group 

leaders who shared about the meaningful spiritual growth of those connected with 

their ministries. We also relayed the story of what our Building Improvement 

Project Team is doing (formerly known as the “Narthex Renovation Task Force”). 

Overall, we averaged a combined 187 people in our weekly worship gatherings and 

brought in more than $310,000, the most ever in Greene Street’s 208 years. 

We praise God for his provision, and we thank you for your faithful partnership in 

ministry! 

As for 2016, we have much to anticipate. Three new goals were unveiled, all of 

which connect to the image of a bridge. A bridge gets us from where we are to 

where we want to be. It connects previously isolated areas, creating a pathway to 

new exploration. Ultimately, these three goals will connect us with God, with each 

other, and with future generations. 

Goal 1: Develop a Discipleship Pathway. A discipleship pathway helps move us to 

the next step of maturity in our relationship with Jesus, further bridging us to 

God. Regardless of whether you do not yet have a relationship with Christ, or have 

enjoyed many years of a blossoming companionship with Jesus, we want everyone to 

know what opportunities exist at Greene Street for you to grow. This goal is of 

primary importance, since it directly relates to our mission, making disciples of 

Jesus who transform the world. 

Goal 2: Expand Communication Systems. With the growth of the church, many new 

teams and committees have formed. In the midst of our godly gratitude for 

increasing our participation and influence, we realize one of our growing pains 

has been communication. Communication is the lubrication that keeps the engines of 

our relationships running smoothly. Your staff will be employing specific 

strategies to help everyone stay connected, further bridging us one to another. 

Goal 3: Launch a Capital Campaign. Our facility is a primary resource for us as we 

continue fulfilling our mission. The last capital campaign took place in 1997, 

when $350,000 was raised to make capital improvements. After the careful study of 

our Building Improvement Project Team and Trustees, we have identified several 

areas in desperate need of maintenance and improvement. Our unofficial target is 

raising $500,000, and Finance Team has already been meeting to discern God’s will 

for this endeavor. Each committee has been working under the authority of the 

Administrative Board to ensure procedural health and communication. We will 

continue inviting your feedback and input to ensure we are on the same page 

regarding the project’s goals. 

If you missed the State of the Church message, log onto the church website 

(www.greenestreetumc.org), follow the link to “Sermons,” launch the media player, 

and locate the “State of the Church” message. You can also view the slides I 

presented at the banquet (which include pictures of our facility needs) by logging 

onto the church website, following the link to “What’s Happening,” clicking on 

“State of the Church,” and following the link found at the bottom of the page. 

I eagerly anticipate a year where many bridges are built, to God, to one another, 

and to our future! There’s no one else I’d rather work alongside for the King and 

his Kingdom other than you! 

Together with you in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Kenneth A. Stewart 



Updates 

Greene Street Offers 

Hope, One Student at 

a Time 

Last year, Piqua City 

School, Piqua Police 

Dept., and several 

churches (including 

ours), partnered 

together and applied 

for a state Community 

Connectors grant that 

would help fund a 

mentoring program 

matching church 

participants with at-

risk students. Through 

a nationally-known, non

-profit organization 

called Kids Hope USA, 

mentors will pair up 

with one student for 

one hour each week to 

support students, 

sharing our love with 

them. 

There is a desperate 

need among America’s at

-risk children to be 

the “one-and-only” in 

the life of a caring 

adult. This need for 

love can only be met 

one child at a time. 

You can do something 

real, and be that one 

caring adult. So when 

your Kids Hope USA 

child asks, “How many 

other children do you 

see at my school?” you 

can say, “I'm here, 

just for you.” When 

kids feel loved and 

valued, they are better 

able to learn, grow and 

succeed. 

How much is an hour 

worth? One educator 

seems to think an hour 

is worth a lot. “Given 

the choice between 

$100,000 for 

instructional material 

or the love of Kids 

Hope USA mentors,” she 

says, “I would choose 

the love.” One hour a 

week, every week, is 

the most important hour 

many of these kids 

have. One hour of one-

on-one attention, just 

for them. 

I received training 

last Fall to serve as a 

Director for any 

mentors interested in 

making this kind of 

eternal difference. I 

am currently planning 

to host a 2-hour 

training session to 

equip you for this 

crucial place of 

ministry and mission. 

If you are interested 

in learning more, 

please contact me by 

calling the church 

office (773-5315) or 

sending an email to 

pastorken@greenestreetu

mc.org. I am looking 

forward to hearing from 

you! 

Together with you in 

Christ, 

 

Rev. Kenneth A. Stewart 

From “The Hepner 

Herald”: 

Stricken with polio at 

an early age and born 

out of wedlock Sufen 

felt unwanted. She was 

raised in a boarding 

school in Taiwan.  Her 

crippling disease and 

being only as number 28 

made her feel unwanted 

even there. 

At the age of 7, she 

received her first 

Christmas present, that 

to this day has had a 

lasting impact. Sufen 

would say this is the 

first time in her life 

that she felt special 

and cared for. Someone 

noticed her and took 

the time to tangibly 

show her. 

The gift itself was 

simple but for Sufen it 

was life changing. The 

gift came from an 

unknown family in 

Canada and was 

accompanied by a single 

picture of a teenage 

girl from that family. 

No name, just a 

picture. 

For over 30 years Sufen 

has attempted to find 

out who this girl is – 

the one who made her 

feel loved and cared 

for. The one that got 

her thinking that maybe 

she was of value and 

made for a purpose. 

After trusting Christ 

as Savior, Sufen joined 

the staff of Campus 

Crusade for Christ and 

has served as a 

missionary in East Asia 

for the past 20 years. 

We are honored to have 

her with us for the 

year. She is an 

inspiration and great 

encouragement to us. 

Thank you for allowing 

us to have a ministry 

into the lives of Sufen 

and others like her 

from around the world. 

Your partnership in 

ministry is greatly 

appreciated. God is 

using you to impact the 

world. Have a wonderful 

2016! 

Wonderfully Made, 

Randy and Shari Hepner, 

Missionaries w/CRU 

*Original is on file in 

the church office for 

you to read the rest of 

Sufen’s story. 

mailto:pastorken@greenestreetumc.org
mailto:pastorken@greenestreetumc.org


Ministries for Children 

From Barb Hudson: 

Please join us for 

Kidz Worship in 

February as our Bible 

study begins along the 

Sea of Galilee! We 

will discover how 

Jesus called his 

Disciples to follow 

him, and then sent 

them out into the 

world to share the 

good news of God’s 

love.   

Taught by some 

wonderful volunteers, 

the children are 

excused from the 

Unveiled worship.  

There are two classes 

which gather: children 

aged five through 

Second Grade meet in 

the ABC room, and 

students in grades 3 

through 6 meet 

upstairs in room 24.  

February’s memory 

verse is “Come, follow 

me”, he said. (Matthew 

4:19)  Any child who 

learns the verse and 

recites it for Ms. 

Barb on Sunday 

mornings or Wednesday 

evenings will earn a 

small prize! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Alive 

will continue on 

Wednesdays from 6:30-

7:30, except we will 

NOT meet on February 

10, Ash Wednesday.  

During this special 

hour, for children 

ages 5 through sixth 

grade, we have a 

lesson on one of the 

Parables of Jesus, do 

a little singing and 

have a craft or 

activity.   Please 

bring your children 

into the Narthex to 

sign- in.  Special 

note: if school is 

cancelled for bad 

weather, WNA will also 

be cancelled.  

From the Directors Desk: 

Congratulations to Monica Avey who has been named 

the Step Up to Quality Administrator.  Monica will 

be working with Debbie and Kathy to help prepare 

the Center and maintain the requirements for Step 

Up to Quality.   

 

Congratulations to Lindsay Lambert who has been named the 

Curriculum  Administrator.  Lindsay will be working with Debbie 

and Kathy to help insure that our Curriculum is aligned with 

the Early Learning Development Standards.    

 

Join us in congratulating these fine Childcare Center employees 

and their well-deserved accomplishments!  



Upcoming Events 

Elder-Beerman Community Days Coupon 

Booklets 

February 26 & February 27  

Your $5 donation will benefit the TEEM 

Mission Trip in June and you receive a 

booklet of coupons. 

TEEM Mission Trip Information 

June 12 – 18, 2016 marks the week your 

students will travel to Mt. Hope, WV where 

they will conduct various construction 

based projects ranging from painting, 

building decks, installing siding and dry-

wall, and re-roofing homes. Students will 

minister to local homeowners in Mt. Hope, 

WV who live in one of the poorest regions 

in the United States. The need is evident 

in this mountainous community, and we want 

to extend the love of Jesus to them! Thank 

you for supporting our students for what 

is gearing to be a life-changing week for 

all involved!  

College Care Packages 

Send in your college students 

addresses by February 1st to 

nicole@greenestreetumc.org. 

Donations of candy, soups, 

pencils, pens, cookies, 

chips, microwave popcorn, 

brownies, post-it note pads, 

puddings and anything else 

you think a college student 

might enjoy. We are planning 

for 24 boxes.  Let's show our 

young adults we care and 

donate to this year’s college 

packages. Care Packages will 

be assembled after worship on 

February 7. 

Mark Your Calendar 

Ash Wednesday Service, 

February 10, 7 p.m. 

Women’s Well 

Come gather for fellowship 

with Women of All Ages. 

Amanda Brown will be sharing 

with us about Yoga and 

Essential Oils from the 

Bible.  

Join us February 11th from 

6:30 - 8:30 in the Wall/

Wesleyan Room.  

FREE Childcare Provided   

 

 

 

VBS Planning Meeting 

If you are interesting in 

planning or helping with this 

years VBS, please contact  

Jenny Sweetman (773-5313 or 

jennifer@greenestreetumc.org) 

or come to the planning 

meeting held on March 6, at 3 



Thank You’s 

Greene Street Family, 

Thank you for your December gift 

of $949.05 to Piqua Compassion 

Network.  We are so grateful for 

your heart to give to this 

ministry. We can see that you 

have striven hard and dug deep 

to give these gifts. 

In Christ, Ann Hoover 

 

 

Dear Greene Street Friends and 

family, 

All I can say is Thank you, 

Thank you, Thank you! Thank you 

for all the get well cards, the 

yummy meals that were delivered, 

and most importantly, the 

thoughts and prayers we 

received.  Thank you Rev. 

Kenneth for being with me before 

my surgery, it meant a lot to 

both me and my family.  Thank 

you, Debbie Frazier for heading 

up the “meal train”.  It sure 

made life easier for us, 

especially Chris. We feel so 

blessed to have such a loving 

and caring church family, and we 

are so thankful for all your 

support during my time of 

illness.  God is awesome and 

continues to bless us each day! 

Sincerely, The Ellerman family, 

Joyce, Chris, Kelsea & Makenzie 

 

 

 

Piqua Bikefest, a non-profit 

organization, has chosen five 

area businesses to receive funds 

from the 2015 Piqua Bikefest 

event proceeds. Businesses 

selected by the Piqua Bikefest 

Committee are Greene Street 

United Methodist Church, the 

Bethany Center, Rehabilitation 

Center for Neurological 

Development, Piqua Munch Bunch, 

Piqua Parents as teacher and the 

Ohio Troopers Caring.  The total 

amount provided to these 

organizations is $5000. 

The Piqua Bikefest event was 

inspired over 100 years ago.  A 

new committee was formed in 2014 

to organize that year’s event 

and the one held last year.  The 

event is a community driven, 

family oriented motorcycle event 

that welcomes riders and guests. 

Of all interests and 

backgrounds.  Owning a 

motorcycle is not a necessity, 

as the event also features live 

music, stunts and various 

vendors along the streets of 

downtown Piqua and the Piqua 

Harley-Davidson dealership on 

U.S. 36.  The 2015 Bikefest 

consisted of concerts by Jasmine 

Cain and Saving Abel to name a 

few. 

Thousands came to the city from 

far and wise, bringing dollars 

to the economy and showcasing 

Piqua. The Bikefest could not be 

successful without its many 

sponsors, volunteers, area 

businesses, attendees and the 

Piqua Harley-Davidson 

dealership. 

Although the date for the 2016 

event has not been announced, it 

is the desire of the community 

and committee to make the Piqua 

Bikefest an annual event. 



Group Updates 

Christmas for 

Springcreek 

We provided a memorable 

Christmas for two 

Springcreek families, one 

with four children and 

one with five.  The 

youngsters ranged in age 

from 2-12, five little 

girls and four little 

boys.  Each was given 

three gifts including one 

of clothes and then two 

others presents of books, 

games or toys.  Spiderman 

and Batman continue to 

top the boys’ lists while 

Frozen and Monster High 

ranked high for the 

girls. 

Food was provided for a 

traditional Christmas 

meal and additional food 

for the vacation time was 

added to be certain there 

was enough food to cover 

the needs while the 

children were not eating 

at school.  The Basement 

Class along with support 

from folks from both 

services provided hams, 

turkeys, canned chicken, 

peanut butter, macaroni, 

cereals, peaches, cuties, 

eggs, pies, milk, bread 

and rolls, green beans, 

corn, corn casserole 

ingredients, potatoes, 

canned pasta and soups, 

butter and cookies.  We 

shared boxes of 

goodies!!!! 

A special thanks to Mary 

Catherine, Cecil and 

Chris, Jim and Sherry, 

Tom and Jeanne, Gary and 

Linda, Martin and Jackie, 

Chuck, Ed and Sally, Kim 

and Linda, Jean, Doug and 

Marge, Michelle, Ron and 

Robin, Carol H., Dave and 

Carol, and Pastor 

Kenneth. 

Jane Salisbury for the 

Basement Class 

Love Packages 

Just a reminder that 

we are still 

collecting old Upper 

Rooms, devotionals, 

Bibles and Christian 

Books.  There is a 

box in the 

collection center to 

drop these off.  

These items will be 

sent to other 

countries.  Each 

item is read by many 

people so this is a 

good way to recycle 

this material. 

 

 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

We would appreciate 

receiving any yarn 

you will not be 

using.  Prayer 

shawls are given to 

members of the 

church and many are 

given to Hospice of 

Miami County. This 

is a good way for us 

to show compassion 

to our friends and 

neighbors. 

 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 

I am looking for 

people who are 

committed to praying 

for our church.  

Pastor Kenneth has 

given us three goals 

for 2016. If we want 

to achieve these 

goals, we will need 

to spend time in 

prayer.  There is 

nothing we are 

facing that is 

impossible for God 

to handle.  Let me 

know if you are 

interested and we 

can arrange a time 

and place.  Peggy 

Moorman 937-615-9074 



Because We Are Family 

Hospitalized Since Last 

Month: Fred 

Shellenberg, Rev.Mary 

Haldeman, Brenda Rice, 

Ben Hiser, Linda 

Harbison 

Greene Street Church 

Family -Jim Whetstone, 

Hubert Bateman, Robyn 

Cooper, Irene Clark, 

Ben Hiser, Judy 

Elliott, Harold 

Pummill, Jeff Elliott, 

Joyce Ellerman, Miriam 

Robinson, Brenda & Paul 

Rice, Fred Shellenberg, 

Mary Haldeman, Linda 

Harbison 

Friends and Family of 

Greene Street- Carol 

and Mike Jess, Joanne 

Kress, Janet Hartley, 

Terry Hemmert, Lois 

Pryfogle (Stilwell), 

Carol Wick (Harbison),  

Maggie Campbell 

(Mullikin), Ed Wilson 

(Daycare), Bruce 

Marshall (Hardman), 

Donna Crist (Ash), 

Becket Klopp (Klopp), 

Cooper Palmer (Palmer),  

Chris Green (Heater), 

Terri Long Kiser 

(Motter), Linda Davis 

and son Michael (Hiser) 

Military - Ron Cooper, 

Jed Cooper, Andy 

Pearson (Carter), Brian 

Pummill, Dasch 

Underwood, Clark Cripe 

(Elliott), Joseph 

Sherman (Shellenberg), 

Brent Efaw (Frazier), 

Ben Datu (Mullikin), 

Kris Palsgrove (Ash), 

Devon Parshall 

(Parshall) 

Care Facilities - Piqua 

Manor: Dick Callison; 

Caldwell House: 

Virginia Gross; 

Heartland: Jane 

Flitcraft; Garbry 

Ridge: Barbara Minton; 

Spring Meade: Martha 

Fraley; Lincoln Park 

Manor: Margie Trimmer; 

Dorothy Love: Ruth 

Brush, John Phillips, 

Gladys Mullen 

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED 

TO: 

 Jo Reed and Mary 

Pummell and family 

upon the death of 

their sister Donna 

Kuykendall on January 

5, 2016.   

 family and friends of 

Howard Reed, who 

passed away on Monday, 

January 18, 2016.  

CONGRATULATIONS EXTENDED 

TO: 

 Josh and Abby Silvers 

with the birth of 

their son, Nolan 

Pierce Silvers, on 

Thursday, November 12.  

He is welcomed by big 

brother Blakelee and 

grandparents Rick and 

Terry Fry. 

 

Birthdays 

 

1  Patrick Middleton 

   Kristopher Palsgrove 

2  Amelia Bush 

   Amberly Tauber 

3  Melanie Elsass-Smith 

   Chuck McBee 

   Morris McClannan 

   Tom Wagner      

4  Charles Cromley                                     

   Carson Meckstroth 

   Eryn Thomas 

   Melissa Wagner 

5  Nicole Henson 

6  Trent Cooper 

7  Rick Fry 

   Megan Pearson    

   Dan Penrod 

   Jennifer Wright  

13 Julie Adams 

   Greg Wagner 

14 Mabel Bragg 

   Garrett Brewer 

15 Rachel Hopkins 

   Blythe Palsgrove 

16 Hubert Bateman 

   Mike DeBrosse 

   Cody Oakes 

19 Shirley Grabo 

20 Chris Ellerman 

21 Peg Luby 

23 Gary Harbison 

27 Eric Sweetman 

28 Missy Hunt 

   Annie Marrs 

 

Anniversaries 

4  Melissa & Tony  

 Grunkemeyer 

9  David & Susanne      

 Brown 

14 Chris & Angie Smith 

25 John & Kay Wortman 



Unless otherwise 

Sunday Schedules 

9 a.m. Liturgical Worship 

10:30 a.m. Unveiled 

Worship 

4 p.m. TEEM  

6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

 

 

 

7 p Melody 

Men Leader 

Meeting 

2 
 

 

 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

6 p CPR 

Training 

3 
1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

6 p Girl 

Scouts 

6:30 p WNA  

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

4 5 6 
9 a Boys 

Chrysalis 

Team 

1 p Holy 

Hoagie 

Assembly 

 

7 

 

6 p TEEM 

Super Bowl 

Party 

8 
6:15 p 

Child Care 

Committee 

6:30 p SPRC 

Meeting 

7 p Girl 

Scout Leader 

Meeting 

9 
 

3:45 p 

Building 

Improvement 

Project 

6 p Melody 

Men 

10 
ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

7 p Worship 

NO WNA  

NO Praise 

11 
 

 

 

6 p Girl 

Scouts 

6:30 p 

Women’s 

Well 

12 13 

Boys 

Chrysalis 

Weekend #61 

14 

Boys 

Chrysalis 

Weekend #61 

4 p TEEM 

Bowling  

15 
Boys 

Chrysalis 

Weekend #61 

6 p Child 

Care Staff 

Meeting 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 
 

 

 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

17 
1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

6 p Child 

Abuse Class 

6 p Girl Scouts 

6:30 p WNA  

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

18 19 20 
 

8 a United 

Methodist 

Men 

21 

12 p 

Confirmation 

Class  

 

4 p TEEM  

22 23 
 

 

 

 

6 p Melody 

Men 

7 p Food 

Pantry 

24 
 

1 p 

Disciple 

Group 

6:30 p WNA  

6:30 p 

Praise Team   

25 
Newsletter 

Folding 

Party 

 

 

6 p Girl 

Scouts 

 

26 27 
 

1 p TEEM 30 

Hr. Famine 

 

2 p Girl 

Scout Event 

28 

Bob Evans 

Day 

12 p 

Confirmation 

Class  

29      
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