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The Dick Sword Memorial Pancake & Sausage
Breakfast is being held Saturday, January 27,
2018 at Greene Street United Methodist
Church. Cost for adults is $6.50. Children (ages
5-10) are $2.50. Children under 5 eat free.
Hours will be 7:00-11:30 a.m.
The Greene Street United Methodist Men are
hosting the event. If you have questions please
call the church office at 937-773-5313.
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Greetings and Happy New Year!
The beginning of a new year brings with it a sense of starting fresh. New year, new you…
right? Personally, I have found it fruitless to indulge in New Year’s resolutions. I find they don’t last, or I’m
disappointed at myself for not following through on new habits centered around diet and/or exercise. So
as we turn the page on a new year, rather than challenging you on how you can be a better you in 2018, I
want to suggest a few resources that have been life giving for me over the past year (and yes, the list
includes Bob Dylan!). I hope this list will be of interest to you and that ultimately they will help deepen
your faith in Jesus.
Books:
Slow Church: Cultivating Community in the Patient Way of Jesus by C. Christopher Smith and John
Pattison - During the fall of 2017, about a dozen or so of us from Greene Street worked our way
through the material in this book. I find this book to be incredibly helpful in thinking about and
encouraging deeper community. It covers a wide swath of subjects including eating, hospitality,
abundance and Sabbath. If you weren’t able to join us last fall, I highly suggest this book.
Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God by Brian Zahnd - This book riffs off of the sermon by 19th century
preacher, Sinners in the hands of an angry God. Zahnd suggests that God isn’t angry, but instead
loves us. I found this to be an easy read that also challenges our assumptions about how God sees
us. Also, Zahnd is a pastor who loves Bob Dylan, i.e., my kind of dude.
Cancer is Funny: Keeping Faith in Stage-Serious Chemo by Jason Micheli - Cancer is obviously not
funny. But Micheli is a funny guy and a funny writer. Micheli is a United Methodist pastor who was
diagnosed a few years ago with a rare form of cancer. The cancer is so rare and serious that they don’t
have a name for the stages. This book is his story of journeying through and with cancer. If you are
easily offended, this is probably not the book for you. If you want a disarming take on living with rare
cancer that is raw, honest and though provoking, then by all means, this is a book for you.
Podcasts:
Crackers and Grape juice - This podcast is put out by three United Methodist pastors, including the
aforementioned Jason Micheli. Each week, they release a new interview. They have interviewed
everyone from N.T. Wright to a former White House Press Secretary.
The Dave Ramsey Show - I usually cherry pick the episodes I listen to based on the descriptions. The
nice thing about this podcast is that they break up the three hour show into hour long segments that
are a bit easier to digest. I don’t agree with Ramsey on everything, but every show contains some bit of
practical advice on how to keep your personal finances on track, which is something I need to be
reminded of consistently.
Music:
Trouble No More by Bob Dylan - Dylan has been releasing a series of records called the Bootleg
Series. These are typically filled with live or unreleased tracks from a certain era. This collection is from
Dylan’s “Gospel years”, and is filled with mainly live tracks. His band during this time is fantastic! All
the material on this collection is centered around faith and Jesus.
Page CXVI - This is an interesting group to check out. This collective takes old hymns and gives them
modern and sometimes new arrangements. I love listening to old hymns played in new ways.
I hope this new year brings you a renewed and refreshed faith in Jesus!
Peace,

Will Leasure
Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC

Ministries for
Children

Christmas Musical

Birthday Party for Jesus

“Christmas is Jesus” was joyfully and
enthusiastically performed during
the 10:30 worship gathering on
December 17th. By working hard to
memorize their lines and song lyrics,
the children learned more about the
story of our Savior’s birth. Phil and
Beth Reimer and Leanne Price
provided musical leadership and
assistance. The cast included:
Tristyn Frazier
Jacob Jensvold
Luke Jensvold
Gavin Larger
Owen Larger
Addie Leasure
Haylee Meckstroth
Payton Meckstroth
Levi Miller
Kennedy Parshall
Kira Parshall
Richard Price
Bella Reimer
Griffin Reimer
Jocelyn Reimer
Kiara Reimer
Adalynne Shawler

Following the musical, 50 children,
parents and grandparents gathered
for our third annual Birthday Party
for Jesus! The children read the
Christmas story from Luke 2, sang
happy birthday to Jesus, thanked
God for His blessings, and enjoyed a
craft, pizza, cake and piñata! Thank
you to all who attended and to the
parents who helped in the planning,
set-up and clean-up. Celebrating
The Birth of Jesus was meaningful,
memorable and lots of fun!

Children’s Sunday
School On Sundays during
the 10:30 Unveiled Worship
Gathering, children are
excused before the sermon
for Sunday School and may
attend one of two classes:
children age 5 through 2nd
Grade meet in the ABC room
off the corner of the Narthex,
and students in 3rd through
6th grade meet upstairs off
the balcony in room 24. This
month our Bible study
includes stories from
Matthew, Mark and John of
the visit of the Magi, the
Baptism of Jesus, Jesus and
the little children, and
feeding the five thousand.
January's memory verse is:
“This is truly the prophet who
is coming into the
world.” (John 6:14) Any child
who memorizes the verse and
recites it to Ms. Barb will earn
a special prize!

Thank you to the following
volunteers who so lovingly
teach our children on Sunday
mornings:

Thank you to all who participated.
Your church family enjoyed the
performance and appreciated your
special gift!
Children at Christmas Eve acting
out the Christmas Story together.

Kidz Worship Teachers for January
Jan 7

Susan Hopkins

Jan 14

Holly Jensvold
Barb Hudson

Jan 21

Lindsay Lambert

Kelly Meckstroth

Jan 28

Laura Jackson

Jennifer Everett

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM
As the year 2017 comes to an end and we begin 2018, I want to personally take a moment and
thank all of the members on our Building Improvement Team for their support and
cooperation: Adele Penrod, Debbie and Steve Frazier, Sherry Heath, Rev Will Leasure, Kris
Stewart and Beverly Brown. Additional members that are no longer on our team but still need
to be recognized are: Kenneth Stewart, Gary Harbison, Kara Hare, Chuck Alexander and Scott
Little.
Many of us will soon have served 3 years working together many long hours and made several decisions along
the way. We, as a committee, have tried our best to restore our church to its original character but added our
own personal touches and ideas. We have also tried our best, taking into consideration the condition of our
church, to identify and prioritize problem areas while enhancing the beauty of our church. Once this was
accomplished, we took into consideration our capital campaign fund revenue raised and then schedule
projects.
Our team is now focusing on the interior of the church as the exterior work is completed
except for replacing the Caldwell and Greene St communication sign. This will be one of
our projects for the mid year of 2018. We have identified 15 areas of the interior of the
church needing plaster and painting. Brian Bros. has already completed the area above
where the piano and musicians stand during services with another
area in close proximity that also is in need of repair. The areas that
are being repaired are the damaged areas near the Caldwell St
entrance as well as the areas around the windows in rooms 22 and
23 on the second floor.
Lastly, the Greene Street doors have been restored and the canopy has been installed.
If you have not had an opportunity to look at this area, please take a few minutes and
see the major improvements that have taken place and accomplished. Thank you to
all the members of the congregation.
Don Brown,
Project Leader

Every month this year, we are going to bring you an article highlighting finances.
As we approach a new year, debt from Christmas and elsewhere is often on our
minds. Here is an article from www.everydollar.com that might be of help:

What Debt Do You Pay Off First?
It’s a common question when paying off debt—Should I pay the debt with the highest interest rate
first since it costs me the most money?
Short answer: No. But we’ll explain. It’s best to start with the smallest balance. Here’s why.
Build Momentum
Let’s say you have debt that looks like this:
$6,000 car loan at a 5% interest rate
$3,000 student loan at a 5.5% interest rate
$9,000 credit card bill at a 14% interest rate
At first glance, it seems like it would make sense to start with the debt that has the highest interest
rate. But it’s actually better to start with the lowest debt. So, in this example, you’d list your debts
in the following order:
$3,000 student loan
$6,000 car loan
$9,000 credit card bill
The reason is behavior change. When you concentrate on the smallest debt first, and throw every
extra bit of money you’ve got toward paying it off (after making the minimum payments on your
other debts), you’ll start to see major progress. For example, say your minimum payment for that
student loan is about $32 a month over 10 years. If you budget your money carefully and you’re
able to add $250 to that payment each month, you’ll pay off your student loan in 12 months
rather than 10 years.
Then after one year, your debt list will look like this:
$6,000 car loan
$9,000 credit card bill
One debt down, two to go!
When you quickly pay off your lowest debt—the student loan in this case—it fires you up and gives
you momentum. Being able to mark a $3,000 debt as paid gives you the confidence that it takes to
tackle a $6,000 debt. You see that you’re making progress on your debt, and you want to keep
working to pay it off.
Why It Doesn’t Work the Other Way
Starting your debt payoff with a $9,000 high-interest credit card bill doesn’t give you that same
sense of progress. Don’t get us wrong—paying off all debt is important. But you need quick wins at
the beginning to boost your motivation and encourage you to keep going.
Keep the Momentum Going
As you eliminate your debts, you can roll the old payments on to your next debt. That $282 that
was going to your student loan, for instance, can now go toward your car loan. By the time you hit
your final debt, you have a larger amount of money to throw at it!

Thank you! Thank you!
The mitten / scarf / hat tree was a great success due
to all of you who donated to the project. A special
thanks goes to Susan Hopkins who delivered all the
items for our project.
Sincerely,
Nancy Woods and Cheryl Neuenschwander

Gratitude
Christmas Blessings from Port Orange, Florida to
all of our old friends at Greene Street. We've been
in Florida for 20 years now, but the Christian
friendships we made there are still near and dear to
us!
Warm thoughts and prayers,
Rosy Albright
For Peggy and everyone at Greene Street Church,
You have been my Santa all year long! Thank you
for the needed support.
May Your New Year be blessed with good health,
prosperity and a lot of laughter!
Vivian Raybowen
Please continue to donate yarn. One of our friends
has taught her husband (with dementia) to crochet
and has kept his mind busy.

TEEM Student Ministry
(Teens Engaged, Empowered and Mobilized)
Holy Hoagies - What better way to celebrate the
Super Bowl and support the TEEM Youth Mission
Trip than to buy Holy Hoagies. See back page for
the order form.
TEEM Mission Trip Parent Meeting - Sunday
January 21, 2018 6:00pm in the Parlor. Anyone
interested in Summer 2018 mission trip, be sure
to attend. Unfortunately, we will not be able to
help in Puerto Rico this year due to the cost of
transportation to get to the island. We will
announce a new mission location, cost, dates and
information at the meeting.
TEEM Goes Shopping! This Christmas, TEEM
decided they wanted to make a difference in our
community. We adopted a family from Piqua City
Schools who suffered a great loss just after
Thanksgiving. We shopped and wrapped and
prayed over gifts that we hope showed this family
the love of Jesus that our students so willingly
want to share!

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry
December has been a very busy month. All the food
brought in at Thanksgiving was a big answer to prayer.
In one week we had 50 people come to the pantry. That
takes a lot of food off the shelves.
I have been wondering if I am making any headway in
reaching out to our friends. When I went to WalMart one
day, I saw one of our food pantry friends ringing the bell.
I went up to her to say hello and give her a quick hug.
She hugged me and held on. She asked me to pray for
her because she had just lost her father. I listened to her
story. I think my "wondering" was answered.
The 100 Christmas gift bags were all handed out. I pray
that the children who received them will have a blessed
Christmas.
Please continue to remember our friends when you go
grocery shopping. They are so appreciative for the food
they get. My prayer is that God will provide for all their
needs.
Peggy Moorman

Food and Hunger Team
Visitors to the Food Pantry in November: 23 new 116
existing

Boys Basketball Team Delivering
Food

Deepest thanks to all who donated to the food pantry this year. Through
your generosity we have been able to increase from 10 to 12 the number of
items given to each person. We continue to offer fresh fruits and
vegetables and have increased our budget for purchasing those items. We
have also been able to provide each visitor to the pantry in December the
gift of a bag of mixed apples and oranges.
The boys and girls basketball teams held a food drive on December 15th,
and delivered the bounty to our food pantry the next day. What a blessing.

Dick and Betty Clark with honey

Our friends at Red Lobster added a sweet touch to their very generous
donation this month. We were the recipients of seven gallons of
honey. With the help of Dick and Betty Clark we quickly repackaged those
gallons into pint containers and are
sharing this bounty with our neighbors.
The need continues for all food donations. In this bitterly cold weather
canned soups and stews as well as warm breakfast foods are really
appreciated.
Thank you to all who donate their time, food and supplies so we can help
provide for our neighbors. The Food and Hunger Team is so thankful to
partner with TEEM in this mission."We are so blessed to partner
with Isaiah Industries. Not only do their employees volunteer time at the
food pantry - they also held a food drive at their office and plant and
brought boxes of food to our pantry. "

FaceBook post from Isaiah Ind.

Now that you have that chili recipe
perfected, it is time to focus on
DESSERTS for the auction. The
proceeds will be used to cover the
expenses of the Food Pantry. Mark
your calendar - the date is set for
January 28th, 2018. Invite your
friends to our 10:30 a.m. worship
service and ask them to stay to help
us judge the best chili and to bid on
one of the fantastic desserts. We will
once again vote with our dollars.

Nuggets of News

United Methodist Men

Save the date on your new 2018 calendars: Sun.,
Jan. 7, 2018, 11:45 AM. We will meet immediately
following the 10:30 church service to take down
all the wonderful Christmas decorations for the
year. Many hands will make the job go quickly,
please plan stay or come back to help!

The UMM would like to remind all men that you
are invited to attend our monthly meetings. The
more men we have involved the more ideas we
have for the better good of God’s Church. Our
next meeting is January 20th @ 8:00am at
Caserta’s.
Plan to come to Greene Street for February 24th
meeting to hear a speaker.

Congregation Care Team
Congregational Care Team meeting will be
on January 9th at 7:30 p in the Parlor. Contact
Brenda Rice at 937 272-1109 for questions or more
information.

Hospitality
From the Daycare Director’s
Desk:
2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become
new.
It is so amazing that we get this New Year to have a
fresh start. We have been blessed with seven new
staff members this year and one hundred and thirty
five new children. Thanks to the Miami County
Foundation we will be getting new flooring in the
Toddler and Infant rooms. Please continue to pray
that we will have another successful year.

Sunday mornings have been much more
welcoming in the past weeks! Thank you to
everyone who has been willing to be a smiling
face to greet friends new and old on Sunday
mornings! If you are interested in being a part of
our welcoming Hospitality team, please contact
the church office to get more information!

VBS Cleaning Day
Join us on January 27th at 10:00am for our 2018
VBS Cleaning Day!
Our VBS Storage Room is overflowing with props
and crafts from previous VBS years. Many of
these can be repurposed for this upcoming VBS,
but we need to organize to see what we have
first!
All are welcome!

The Prayer Place
Greene Street Church Family -Jessica Bates, Rachel Castle, Mitch
Dilbone, Kate Dolder, Edward Eidemiller, Ann Elliott, Ben & Jane Hiser,
Corbin Meckstroth, Don Motter, Steve Mullikin, Jim Otey, Mary
Pummill, Jeanne Ringer, Darrell Seas, Chuck Woods,

Friends and Family of Greene Street-

Mickey Tull (Daycare),
Warren McNemar (Ellerman & Rice), Dean Kerns (Elliott), Sheryl Kolker (food
pantry), Rhonda Swallow (Frazier), Bruce Marshall (Hardman), Bill Weyant,
Jim Burton, Angie Eller, David Helman, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig (Helman),
Michael Davis, Barb Dollendacher (Hiser), Donnie Motter (Motter), Colleen Hull
(Palmer), Mike Jess, Joyce Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Sharon Ford, Becky Ary,
Jan Davis (Stilwell)

We pray God’s comfort
to be with:

Military - Jed Cooper,

Nicole and Seth Heckaman
upon the death of her
father.

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Barbara Minton; Garbry Ridge: Jim

Julie & Rob Bornhorst upon
the passing of his father Ron
Bornhorst on December 21.

Clark Cripe (Elliott), Ben Datu (and family in Japan)
(Mullikin), Devon Parshall, Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg),
Matthew Breisch (Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood
Whetstone; Spring Meade: Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie
Trimmer; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys Mullen; Story Point: Al Erbes;

8 Tom Ringer

24 Ed Ellis

10 Jane Salisbury

26 Betty Clark

11 Reynna Lavey
Ryan Staley

Krystal Lawson
27 Morgan Mohr

12 Gladys Mullen

29 Jane Hiser

Lee Pettit

30 Kris Brown

14 Lauryn Thomas

Tere Hogston

19 Ann Elliott

Holly Trombley

20 Helen Enos
Cornelia Tinkler
22 Gavin Larger

31 Jeanne Hale
Scott Helman
Gail Staley

7 Jeff & Susan Erbes

Sun

7

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

9

10

11

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

8

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
11:45 a
UnHanging of
the Greens
4 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast
6 p Girl Scout

5:30 p
Destination
Imagination
6:30 p Melody
Men
7 p Girl Scout
Leader

7:30 p
Congregational
Care Team

14

15

16

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
Girls Chrysalis
Weekend #65
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

Girls Chrysalis
Weekend #65

21

22

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
4 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast
6 p TEEM
Parent Meeting
6 p Girl Scout
Troop

28

9 & 10:30 a
Worship
11:45 a Chili
CookOff
4 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast
6 p Girl Scout
Troop

17

Boys & Girls
Chrysalis Team
Meetings

12

13
Girls Chrysalis
Weekend #65

6 p CPR
Training
6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

18

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

23

24

25

5:30 p
Destination
Imagination
6 p Child Care
Staff Meeting

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

29

30

31

6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple
Bible Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

5:30 p
Destination
Imagination

6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

6 p First Aid
Training
6:30 p Girl
Scout Troop

19

20

8 a UMM
Boys Chrysalis
Breakfast at
Team Meetings
Caserta’s
Boys Chrysalis
Team Meetings
10:30 a
Destination
Imagination

26

27

7-11:30 a UMM
Pancake
Breakfast
9 a Boys
Chrysalis Team
9 a Chrysalis
Board Meeting
10 a VBS
Cleaning
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T.E.E.M. (Teens Engaged, Empowered, and Mobilized) will be making “Holy Hoagies” this
year to raise funds for their summer mission trip. The Holy Hoagies will be ready for pick
up just in time for the Super Bowl on Sunday, February 4th at both the 9 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. services. Order forms must be placed in offering plate or brought to the office or
mailed by Sunday, January 21. Please complete the order form below. Payment may be
included with your order or paid at pick up time. Thanks for your support of these teens
with their mission trip.
Holy Hoagie Selections:

ices!
3 Cho



Ham & Cheddar Cheese



Italian (pepperoni, salami, ham and provolone cheese)

• Turkey & Cheddar Cheese

All hoagies are 6” and come with plenty of meat and cheese — just add your own toppings and enjoy hot or cold!
6” Hoagie prices: $4.00 each or 3 for $10.00.

Name & Phone
Hoagie selections:

Order Total $

 Ham & Cheese

Qty _______

 Turkey & Cheese

Qty _______

 Italian

Qty _______

