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Pastor Christina Miller 

Welcome January! 

The Christmas season is upon us—a time to 
celebrate and be thankful for all our blessings.  
Pastor Kenneth’s Capital Campaign report of over 
$393,775.00 being pledged and nearly $116,000.00 
already received is a Greene Street blessing.  And 
the pledges keep coming!  It reminds us of what 

we can accomplish when we work together.  We had a dream; 
we developed a plan; we are ready to move forward.  The BIT 
Committee will be meeting to prioritize our projects and to 
determine which contractors and vendors are best suited to 
complete our renovations.  The committee proposal will be 
forwarded to the Administrative Council for final approval.  
This is such an important time. 

The 2017 leadership teams are enthusiastic and are prepared 
to accept the challenges associated with making 
improvements so that we might expand our programming to 
provide more and improved services to our church family and 
to our community.  Thanks to all of you for being a part of our 
dream to make more disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
transform Piqua and our world. 

Capital Campaign Co-Chairs 

Jane Salisbury                  Linda Harbison 

The Dick Sword Memorial Pancake & 
Sausage Breakfast is being held Saturday, 
January 28, 2017 at Greene Street United 
Methodist Church. The church is located 
at 415 West Greene Street, Piqua, Ohio.  
Cost for adults is $6.50. Children (ages 5-
10) are $2.50.  Children under 5 eat free.  
Hours will be 7:00-11:30 a.m. 

The Greene Street United Methodist Men 
are hosting the event. If you have 
questions please call the church office at                  
937-773-5313.  

Pancakes! Pancakes! Pancakes! 



We May Not Have It All Together but Together We Have It All 

Friends, 

We have been on an incredible journey together.  We have experienced great beauty and 
blessings through the Advent season and with the success of our Capital Campaign.  We have 
enjoyed our beautiful sanctuary and the warmth of friendships that are strengthened by the 
bond we share in the kinship of Christ.  Together, we have also experienced great 
loss.  Recently, we said goodbye to our pastor and friend and sent him off with our blessing to 
ministry outside the church walls hand in hand with his wonderful family.  While we miss 
them, we know that the work within the church walls must continue.  Greene Street has a 
long history of being a light to the community and I have no doubt that our light is bright 
enough to shine for generations into the future. 

In this time of transition, I am blessed by your encouraging and caring hearts.  So many of you 
have sincerely offered your prayers and support in whatever ways you are able.  I truly believe 
that we will get through this transition together.  In the coming weeks, things may not 
operate exactly the way you are accustomed.  Transition is not always easy and some dots 
aren’t always connected but with your help and assurance that we are all committed to one 
goal:  Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world (and our 
community) we will keep it together and we will continue to be a place Where the Light Still 
Shines! 

During this season we have also welcomed some new staff members and 
have had to say goodbye to a few.  Please be sure to say some words of 
welcome to our new Receptionist, Sarah 
Reinhard.  Sarah is well qualified and will be a 
great addition to our office and daycare 
staff!  Also, please be sure to welcome Doug 
Dolder as our new Church Custodian.  His positive 
attitude and love for our church already shows in 
the details of his work here. 

Your grace in understanding during this time is especially beautiful and 
important.  As we all navigate through territory that is new, let us all be 
encouraged that nothing we do for the Lord is ever useless.                        
(Corinthians 15:58) 

Peace and Blessings for the New Year and the new direction for Greene Street!   Together, we 
have it all!  

Thanking God for You, 

 

Pastor Chris 



Sunday Night Alive /
Wednesday Night Alive 

Wednesday Night Alive, 
which meets Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30-7:30, will 
continue beginning January 
4th.  Sunday Night Alive, 
which meets Sunday 
afternoons from 4:30-5:30, 
will continue beginning 
January 8th.  All children in 
Kindergarten through Sixth 
grade are invited to join us 
for an hour of singing, prayer 
activities and special 
projects.   

Please bring your children 
into the Narthex and pick up 
in the same location.  Please 
note: if school is cancelled 
for bad weather, we will also 
cancel WNA.   

 

Kidz Worship 

On Sundays during the 10:30 
Unveiled worship gathering, 
children are excused before 
the sermon for Kidz Worship, 
and may attend one of two 
classes:  children age five 
through Second Grade meet 
in the ABC room off the 
corner of the Narthex, and 
students in 3rd through 6th 
grade meet upstairs off the 
balcony in room 24. This 
month our Bible study 
includes the story of the 
Magi and the early life of 
Jesus.  January’s memory 
verse is God so loved the 
world that he gave his only 
Son.” John 3:16.  

Ministries for Children 
Jesus Means Christmas to Me, 
the children’s Christmas musical, 
was a huge success as the children 
shared their gift of singing during 
our combined worship on December 
11th.  Learning the words to the 
songs of the musical helped the 
children focus on Jesus and 
celebrate the everlasting gift of 
hope and joy that He brings!   Phil 
and Beth Reimer, Susan Hopkins 
and Leanne Price provided 
leadership and assistance.  The cast 
included: 

Cohen Brown 
Tristyn Frazier 
Jacob Jensvold 
Luke Jensvold 
Gavin Larger 
Haylee Meckstroth 
Payton Meckstroth 
Levi Miller 
Abigail Palmer 
Kennedy Parshall 
Kira Parshall 
Alex Preston 
Emma Preston 
Richard Price 
Bella Reimer 
Griffin Reimer 
Jocelyn Reimer 
Kiara Reimer 
Quinten Reimer 
Zachary Reimer 
Adalynne Shawler 

Birthday Party for Jesus 

Following the musical, 75 children, 
parents, and grandparents gathered 
for our second annual Birthday Party 
for Jesus!  The children wrote notes 
to Pastor Kenneth, read the 
Christmas story from Luke, sang 
happy birthday to Jesus, thanked 
God for the gift of His Son, and 
enjoyed pizza, cake, and a piñata! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
January Kidz Worship Teachers 

Jan 1 Susan Hopkins Barb Hudson 

Jan 8 Michelle Underwood Amanda Brown 

Jan 15 Lindsay Lambert Jennifer Everett 

Jan 22 Emily Shawler Barb Hudson 

Jan 29 Laura Jackson Joe Thompson 



Consider 

donating yarn!   

Gratitude 

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry 

I have been talking with people who use our food pantry, asking them what we 
can pray about for them. Here are some answers they have received: 

A lady asked for prayer for her daughter who was being tested for cancer. 
When she returned the next time she told us her daughter did not have cancer. 
She was thankful we had been praying. 

A lady asked for prayer for her sister in Tennessee who had melanoma surgery. 
The doctor made a six inch incision. When she returned she was excited to tell 
us her sister was cancer free. 

A lady came and was excited to tell us she had gotten a job at UVMC. When 
she left that day she asked if she could help pay the pantry back when she gets 
on her feet.  

A lady came and was angry about everything. She needed a job and a car. She 
was also concerned about her mother who was in a nursing home in 
Springfield. I listened to her and told her I would be praying for her. When she 
came back, she was a different person. She had gotten a job and her mother 
was better. She was grateful for our prayers. 

A mother asked that we pray for her 17 year old son who was losing his 
eyesight. Now the doctor says he will grow out of it and he will retain his 
eyesight. 

We had a lady come who said she liked to crochet but she had run out of yarn. 
We have given her scraps of yarn and she has made several beautiful throws 
and brought them to the church to be given to Hospice. Her husband has 
dementia and she taught him how to crochet. He made a throw to be given 
also. 

A man came who told us he had lost his job and was looking for another job. 
When he came back he was happy to tell us he had found a job.  

It has been a great blessing for me to get acquainted with these folks. We have 
laughed and cried about the burdens they carry. Would you join with us in 
praying for the needs of these folks? 

-Peggy Moorman 

More Thanks . . .  
 
Greene Street Church Family, 
On behalf of my family, I extend 
heartfelt thanks for the 
tremendous outpouring of love 
and support you’ve given over 
the course of these last few 
weeks. We could not feel more 
blessed or appreciated! Your 
gifts, letters, cards, hugs, and 
expressions of kindness are 
deeply treasured. You have 
honored us in ways we neither 
deserve or expect. We are 
humbled to be a part of your 
lives and the beautiful story God 
is writing with His church! 
All our love, 
Kenneth, Tanya, Lily, Elijah, 
Chloe, & Jade 
 
Dear Greene St. UMC family, 
I am now home to finish rehab 
after my spinal surgery. Many 
thanks to all for the many 
prayers and for the beautiful 
prayer shawl– love the colors! 
Also thanks for the alter flowers. 
Please keep me in your prayers 
as I try to rebuild my strength 
and stamina. 
Sincerely,  
Shirley Sanders 
 
Thank you so much for the 
beautiful shawl. It has been 
keeping me warm during my 
dialysis treatments.  I can feel 
the love that was put in to the 
making of it every time I wear it! 
Thank you for all the prayers and 
good thoughts. They are 
working! 
Mary Beth Ipnar (Jeanne & Tom 
Ringer’s sister) 
 

To Greene St. Church, 

My name is Susan Idle.  I would 
love to say thank you for the yarn 
that your church members give us 
to make the blankets I make for all 
of you.  Please give us some more 
yarn—it will help give us things to 
do.   My husband is just starting to 
make the blankets too.  

So if you have any more yarn to 
give we love making the blankets 
for you. 

Thank you, 

Susan Idle 



 

VBS Planning 
Meeting 

If you are interesting in 
planning or helping with 
this years VBS, please 
contact  Jenny Sweetman 
(773-5313 or 
jennifer@greenestreetu
mc.org) or come to the 
planning meeting held on 
Sunday, January 22, at 
3:00 p.m. 

Home Visitation 
Team Meeting 

The Home Visitation 
Team meeting will be on 
Tuesday, January 10, 6:30 
p.m. in the parlor.  If you 
are interested in visiting 
with our shut in’s, join 
this meeting.  If you are a 
shut in and would like a 
visit, please contact the 
church office.   

 

   

 

 
Small Group 

Update 

Other Opportunities 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM PROJECT UPDATE 

Our project team met last Thursday December 15, 2016 with our main focus on 
the building exterior maintenance requirements. During this meeting, we came 
to the consensus that the water table should be restored to its original 
condition compared to capping it with painted lead coated copper. This was 
based on discussions within our team, contractors recommendations, and an 
independent architectural engineer who visited our church. By restoring the 
water table, we will maintain the integrity of our church and continue to keep 
its original historical value and appearance. 

We also reviewed the contractors who quoted on the entire job scope and have 
determined who we as a project team would recommend to perform this work. 
Our criteria in the selection process for a reputable contractor was as follows: 
1) Experience and knowledge in building restoration 2) Years in business            
3) Company location 4) Manpower workforce 5) Equipment to perform the 
work 6) Guarantee on workmanship and materials applied 7) Meeting our 
schedule 8) Communication and follow up through the bidding process             
9) Discussions with previous customers/referrals and naturally 10) Cost 
competitiveness. As of today, December 22nd, we have finished compiling all of 
our information and data and will now be forwarding this summary to the 
Administration Board members on December 23, 2016 for their review, 
feedback and direction. 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank all of the members on 
our team for their support, cooperation and the many hours to bring us to 
where we are today. We have been working together for over a year and a half 
now and we will still continue to move forward with this thought in all of our 
minds….WHERE THE LIGHT STILL SHINES!! 

Thank you,                 

Don Brown/BIT Committee 

From the Pantry 

On behalf of the Food and 
Hunger Team, we extend a 
heartfelt thank you for your 
monetary and food donations 
during 2016.  Your donations 
have positively touched the 
lives of many families.  We 
hope that you will continue to 
support our mission to feed the 
hungry of Piqua in 2017.   

Food needs for the winter 
months:   
 Cereals and breakfast 

foods, 
  soups,  
 boxed dinners 

Did you know. . . . that you can 
request that a portion of your 
tithe is given to the Food 
Pantry?  Please give thoughtful 
prayer to committing to 
donating to the Food Pantry in 
2017. 

We wish you and your families 
a Very Merry Christmas and 
blessed and fruitful New Year! 



8   Tom Ringer 
10  Jane Salisbury 
11  Reynna Lavey 
      Ryan Staley 
12 Kim Calland 
      Gladys Mullen 
      Lee Pettit  
14  Lauryn Thomas 
19  Ann Elliott 
20 Helen Enos 
      Cornelia Tinkler 
21 Anna Agee 
     Megan McBee 
24  Ed Ellis 
26 Lois Erbes 
      Krystal Lawson 
27 Morgan Mohr 

29  Jane Hiser 
30  Kris Brown 
     Tere Hogston 
      Holly Trombley 
31 Jeanne Hale 
32 Scott Helman 
     Gail Staley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7   Jeff & Susan Erbes 
27  Al & Lois Erbes 

January Birthdays January Anniversary  

The Prayer Place 

Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Al & Lois Erbes, 
Chuck Woods, Stacy Patton, Ann Elliott, Becky Kelly, Pat Smith, Helen 
Enos, Pat Walker, Robyn Cooper, Jacki Lillicrap 

Friends and Family of Greene Street- Mike Jess, Sharon Barhorst, 
Jan Davis,  Joyce Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg (Stilwell), Adam Love 
(daycare), Angie Davis (Meckstroth), Tiffany Grear (Sweetman), Dean 
Kerns (Elliott), Jill Neves Bailey, David Gutmann (Woods), Kristen (Kienle), 
Tim Reed (Office), Bill Weyant (Helman), Ruth Freeman (Ellerman) 

Military - Jed Cooper, Andy Pearson (Carter), Brian Pummill, Dasch 
Underwood, Clark Cripe (Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Brent 
Efaw (Frazier), Ben Datu (Mullikin), Kris Palsgrove (Ash), Devon Parshall 
(Parshall), James Riley (Gaier), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell) 

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Dick Callison, Virginia Gross; Garbry 
Ridge: Barbara Minton, Jim Whetstone; Spring Meade: Martha Fraley; 
Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys 
Mullen; Brookdale: Jane Flitcraft, Lois Erbes 

 

 

We pray God’s comfort to be 
with: 

 Carol and Dave Palmer and 
family upon the death of her 
mother Jan Crosina on 
December 23, 2016.   

 Friends and family of Carol 
Jess, who passed away 
December 16, 2016 

 

Celebrate with: 
 Helen Enos will be 100 years 

old on January 20, 2017. 
Shower her with cards at: 
Linwood Manor, 730 Kimole 
Ln., Adrian, MI 49221 

 

 



Sunday Schedules 
9 a.m. Liturgical Worship 
10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship 
4 p.m. TEEM  
6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast 

Unless otherwise stated . . . 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

Church / 
Daycare Closed 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody 
Men 

4 
 
 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 
6:30 p WNA 
6:30 p Praise 

Team Practice 

5 
 

10 a Staff 
Meeting 

 
 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

6 
 
 
 
 

6 p Girls 
Chrysalis Team 

Meeting 

7 
 

8 a Girls & Boys 
Chrysalis Team 

Meeting 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop  

8 
Confirmation 

Sunday 
 

NO TEEM  
4:30 p SNA 

6 p Girl Scout  

9 
 
 

6 p Choir 
Practice 

7 p Girl Scout 
Leader 

Meeting  

10 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody 
Men 

11 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

6:30 p WNA 
6:30 p Praise 

Team Practice 

12 13 14 
 

Girls Chrysalis 
Weekend #63 

15 
 

Girls Chrysalis 
Weekend #63 

NO TEEM 
NO SNA 

 

16 
 

Girls Chrysalis 
Weekend #63 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody 
Men 

18 
 
 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 
6:30 p WNA 
6:30 p Praise 

Team Practice 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

20 21 
 

8 a Boys 
Chrysalis Team 

Meeting 
8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

22 
 

3 p—VBS 
Planning 
Meeting 

4 p TEEM  
4:30 p SNA 

6 p Girl Scout  

23 
 
 
 
 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

6 p Melody 
Men 

25 
 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

6:30 p WNA 
6:30 p Praise 

26 27 28 
8 a Boys 

Chrysalis Team 
Meeting 

7-11:30 a UMM 
Pancake 

Breakfast 

29 
 
 
 
 

4 p TEEM  
4:30 p SNA 

6 p Girl Scout  

30 31 
 
 

5:30 p Greene 
Street at Alpha 

Center 
6 p Melody 

Men 
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T.E.E.M. (Teens Engaged, Empowered, and Mobilized) will be making “Holy Hoagies” this 
year to raise funds for their summer mission trip.  The Holy Hoagies will be ready for pick 
up just in time for the Super Bowl on Sunday, February 5th at both the 9 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. services.  Order forms must be placed in offering plate or brought to the office or 
mailed by Sunday, January 29.  Please complete the order form below.  Payment may be 
included with your order or paid at pick up time.   Thanks for your support of these teens 
with their mission trip. 

Holy Hoagie Selections: 

 Ham & Cheddar Cheese      •    Turkey & Cheddar Cheese 

 Italian (pepperoni, salami, ham and provolone cheese) 

All hoagies are 6” and come with plenty of meat and cheese — just add your own toppings and enjoy hot or cold! 

6” Hoagie prices: $4.00 each or 3 for $10.00.  

3 Choices! 

Name & Phone 

Hoagie selections: 

 Ham & Cheese              Qty _______ 

 Turkey & Cheese          Qty _______ 

 Italian                          Qty _______ 

Order Total $ 


