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Rev. Will Leasure 

Advent is here! 

 



Greetings Greene St.! 

I hope this finds you well as we have entered into this Advent season!  By the time you receive this 
I will be half way through my leave as I tend to Polly post-kidney transplant.  I want to thank you all 
for your support, kindness and care for our family during this season. 

The word Advent is Latin in origin and means “coming.”  For the church, this is associated with a 
season of waiting expectantly for the birth of Christ.  My family is no doubt going to experience 
that waiting in a different manner than we ever have before.  During the change of seasons in the 
church, I often go to a book on the Liturgical year by Sister Joan Chittister to be reminded of the 
differences in seasons.   

“The function of Advent is to remind us what we’re waiting for as we go through life too busy with 
things that do not matter to remember the things that do.” 

-Sister Joan Chittester 

I am looking forward to a different rhythm this season.  There is no doubt that as Polly feels better 
and as we inch toward Christmas, we will pick up the pace in 
our own lives.  Until then, I look forward to the waiting. 

During this Advent season, my personal devotional plan is to 
pick up a book I ordered last year, but didn’t get all the way 
through.  The book is a collection of Advent sermons 
preached by Fleming Rutledge. Rutledge is one of the first 
females ordained as a priest in the Episcopal Church, and an 
incredible preacher.   

She has a wonderful line that kicks off a series of Advent ser-
mons, “Advent begins in the dark.”  Advent is a season to 
take into account all that is taxing, turbulent and troubling in 
our world. In an interview about the book last year Rutledge 
said, “The uniqueness of Advent is that it really forces us more 
than any other season, even more than Lent, to look deeply 
into what is wrong in the world, and why the best-laid plans 
don’t work out the way we meant them to, and why our 
greatest hopes are so often confounded, and why things 
happen the way they do, and why sometimes it is so difficult 
to see where God is acting.” 

Yet we know that the very thing we wait on is the light that 
will break through the darkness.  I love reading the first few 
lines from John 1 each Christmas Eve. There is power in those 
verses that offer hope and name that the darkness will be 
overcome. 

John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

Waiting and looking forward to being with you again as we celebrate the birth of our Savior! 

 
Peace, 

 

 

Will Leasure 

Pastor, Greene St. UMC 



 

 

Ministries for Children 

Christmas Musical 

 

“A Red-Letter Christmas” is the title of this year’s musical, 

which will be performed by the children during the 10:30 

worship on Sunday, December 22nd. When we all look 

around, we see that the Christmas season is filled with 

certain colors which remind us of why we celebrate this 

special holy day. We hope you’ll join us and pray that our 

joyful songs and narration might help everyone’s hearts 

be filled with the life and words of Christ! 

 

Birthday Party for Jesus 

 

All families with children are invited to a special party 

following worship on December 22nd! Please join us in the 

Wall Wesleyan room as we celebrate the birthday of 

Jesus with lunch, activities and birthday cake! Kindly RSVP 

to Miss Barb or the church office by Thursday, December 

19th. 

 

Wednesday Night Ministries 

 

In addition to preparing for the Christmas Musical this past 

month, the children have assembled treats to honor our 

veterans, contributed to and helped Ms. Peggy pack 

shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, and sacked 

Christmas treats for the children of our friends who visit the 

Food Pantry in December!  

 

During December we will 

continue practices from 6:30-7:30 

on the 4th, 11th, and 18th, before 

taking a break during the 

Christmas and New Year 

holidays. 

 

Children’s Sunday School 

On Sundays during the 10:30 

worship, children aged five 

through Sixth Grade are excused 

before the sermon for Sunday 

School in room 24, upstairs off the 

balcony. During December, we 

will read stories of Mary, Joseph, 

the birth of Jesus and the 

Shepherds’ story from Luke and 

Matthew. 

December’s Bible Memory Verse 

is:  
“And the angel said unto them, 
‘Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.”  Luke 2:10 
KJV  



Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry 

We have been very busy this month. We have 
added new friends every week. 

One lady came and said she was afraid she 
was going to be homeless. Can you imagine 
sleeping outside or even in a car when it is 7 
degrees outside? 

Another lady said she just wanted to give 
thanks. (Give thanks with a grateful heart!) 

One gentleman came and said he had been 
saved. Thank you Jesus! 

One lady came and said she had given her 
baby girl for adoption 50 years ago. Now the 
daughter has contacted her and they hope 
to meet. I can’t wait to find out how that 
went. 

We are so blessed yet we forget to thank 
God. Please be generous in providing food for 
the pantry. Our friends who come really 
appreciate our help. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

Confirmation Classes 

Confirmation classes will be offered for those in 
sixth grade and above starting in January.  If 
your child is interested in learning about their 
faith and the United Methodist Church—
leading to publicity professing it and 
membership in the church, please let the office 
know. 

Responsibility for teaching the classes will be 
shared by Pastor Will and Arlys Fogt. They will 
meet before TEEM on Sunday evenings. More 
information will be provided concerning this 
process in January. 

I’m reminded of the times in the Old Testament when He would 
give the Israeli army battle instructions.  Almost never did He give 
the same instructions twice when leading the people into battle.  
Today, it is much the same.  We must show up for the battle and 

wait for specific onsite instructions, not living in the past.  This forces us to be humble and to seek Him in 
every battle.  

Our indigenous missionary team in Grand Capemont County, that works with 3 unreached tribes, is also 
seeing the confirmation of their participation in unity with the plans of our Lord.  In Failey Town, made up 
mostly of the unreached Muslim Vai Tribe they had a 3-day training.  They did not expect many to attend 
so they brought enough rice for 50 meals.  To their surprise 36 showed and they ate most of the rice.  When 
the day was over they had enough rice to feed less than 20.  On the second day of the conference there 
were 62 plus many children.  Those who attended the day before went out proclaiming what they had 
learned! There was enough rice to feed less than 20 yet over 70 expected to eat.  They prayed and served 
the rice.  All ate their fill and much was left over.  It was a miracle of feeding the crowd that brought 
amazement to all.  During the second day, there was a very real spiritual warfare.  A snake entered the 
building, which is a symbol of Witchcraft and the Satanic to the people.  Many were frightened by the 
omen.  The head was cut off and the snake put on a rock.  When they returned to take pictures, it had 
disappeared.  This brought additional awe and wonder.  Often when entering a stronghold, a 
demonstration of God’s power is observed.  On the third day when baptism was offered, 5 agreed to be 
baptized.  Many came to watch, the Spirit of our Lord moved, and 15 had been baptized before the creek
-side service was over.  Most were former Muslims!!! 

I, Kim Smith, arrived back in Liberia on the 24th.  The first item on my agenda was to purchase two new 
motorbikes for Grand Capemont missionary team. We now have 3 motorbikes for the team. Then I 
purchased paper for our printing press, Bibles and reference books for our book store, and supplies for our 
Bible Institute. The supplies had to be flown to our Zwedru base because our dirt road is impassible due to 
heavy rains. 

We have started a Wordsower Africa YouTube channel that will have all our videos on it; Google it.  This is 
something new that is developing. 

News from Kim Smith 

Vacation Bible School 
2020—Join in the fun of the 
“can opening” on 
Wednesday, December 18, 6 
p in Wilson Hall. At this 
meeting we will start 
planning for next year’s VBS. 
If you are interested but are 
unable to attend please 
contact Jenny Sweetman. 

jennifer@greenestreetumc.org 



Changes for The 
Chimes in 2020 

We are going to start 
publishing The 
Chimes bimonthly in 
2020. This is a 
yearlong test and 
we encourage 
everyone to provide 
feedback.   By doing 
this we will save 
money on printing 
and mailing costs.   
We utilize our Web 
Site, email, and 
Facebook to keep 
everyone updated 
on Church activities 
and information far 
faster than we can 
get it in the 
newsletter.   While 
the newsletter will be 
sent with less 
frequency, you will 
receive via the 
newsletter the same 
amount of content.  

The deadline for 
sending in articles 
will still be the 15th of 
the previous month.   

Thanks! 

  BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM      

Thank you, thank you, thank you...Our Capital Campaign is coming to a close at the end of this 
year 2019. With that, today I am honored to share our campaign update report to everyone. As 
of November 10, 2019 our contributions from our Congregation, Wall Fund, Grants, members 
outside our church, etc has allowed us to receive $473,724.58 of our goal of $500,000. This 
accomplishment would have not been possible without everyone's support and understanding of 
our project. All contractors and material suppliers have been paid in full which now leaves us a 
current balance of $146,818 for additional work. 

The funds that are currently available will now be used towards the renovation of the Narthex, but 
also the updating of our Wilson Hall boys and girls bathrooms. I have previously mentioned in the 
Chimes Newsletter what our plans are for the Narthex. I would now like to briefly mention what we 
wish to accomplish in the bathrooms. We will be installing new fixtures including new toilets, urinals, 
vanities, toilet partitions, flooring, ceilings, lighting and painting of the walls. This work will 
dramatically improve the cleanliness and safety to all who use these bathrooms. 

Our schedule for this renovation work will not start until mid January 2020. We had considered 
starting this activity sooner, however with the holidays fast approaching and the availability of 
materials and contractor schedules, we feel that January is the best time to begin this extensive 
work to the Narthex and the bathrooms. 

Don Brown,  Project Leader 

Year End Giving—December is always the month to “catch up” on 
charitable contributions.  Greene Street’s office will be open on Tues, 
Dec. 31, 8 a.m.—2 p.m. for year end giving.  You can also put your 
contributions in the offering plate on Sun, Dec. 29.  Offerings received 
after that date, unless postmarked in 2019, will be counted in 2020 
and will not appear on your year end giving record. 

Year End Office Hours—Please be aware that we will have 
shortened office hours for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.   

Tue, Dec. 24, 8 a.m.—2 p.m.   Wed, Christmas Day—Closed 

Tue, Dec. 31, 8 a.m.—2 p.m.  Wed, New Year’s Day—Closed 

Second Grade Luncheon-Help needed! Thursday, 
December 5th the Second Grade students and staff 
from Washington Elementary will be joining us for lunch 
following their field trip to the Victoria Theatre.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our church to connect with 
children from our community! We could use some help 
pulling this off!   Would you be willing to share your time 
and talents?  Here's how you can help! 12/4 - Set up at 
6pm until finished (about an hour) 12/5 - Serve/clean 
up beginning at 1p until clean up is finished. Not 
available those dates? We still need cookies. (no nuts, 
please).  Cookies need to be at the church by the 
morning of the 5th. Let us know how you would like to 
help by calling the church office (Ext. 10). 

 

Help Needed - Need more joy in your life? We are in desperate need of 
volunteers to care for our little ones in the nursery during the 10:30 
worship! If just a handful of willing servants step forward, then each would 
be assigned only 6 or 7 times a year. Please consider! (see Barb Hudson 
for more info or to commit)  



 
2 Verity Farris 
3  Marian Couchot 
       Kelli Meckstroth 
4  Chris Clark 
5     Peggy Moorman  
       Miriam Robinson 
6 Stephen Dolder 
 Charles Sanders 
7 Jillian Boyd 
8 Rita Ash 
9     Steve Smith 
 Greg Trissell 
10   Katie Stewart 
13 Pam Ford 
14   Joyce Ellerman 
       Jordan Lawson 
 Aaron Thompson 
15   Elizabeth DuBois 
17 Jo Asher 
17 Pat Helman 
       Jeff Marrs 
18 Rachel Castle 
 Al Erbes  
19 Steve Frazier 
20 Valerie Mullikin 
 Fred Shellenberg 
23 Kennedy Parshall 
 Kira Parshall 
 Donavan Taylor 
 Logan Wagner 
24 Tristyn Frazier 
 Colleen Fry 
        Faye Oakes 
27 Cindy Brown 
28 Paul Doak 
 Owen Shawler 
29 Harold Pummill  
 Marj Stilwell 
       Nick Thompson 
30   Pat Brown 
31 Kade Mann 
 Jasi Piatt 
 Terry Perkins 

10 Martin & Jackie Pollock 
14 Seth & Nicole Heckaman 
21 Billy & Jennifer Wright 
24   Randy & Janet Smith 
26   Tom & Jeanne Ringer 
       Steve & Gail Staley 
28   Jim & Sandra Christy 
29 Dale & Barbara Davis 

 

 

 

 

Greene Street Church Family – Jo 
Anderson, Ariana Davis, Mike DeBrosse, 
Edward Eidemiller, Sharon Fitzpatrick, 

Betty Gary, Peg Hance, Nicholas Heath, Ben & Jane Hiser, Polly 
Leasure, Klay Mann, Joanne & Don Motter, Jim Otey, Nicole 
Preston, Harold Pummill, Denise Scroggins, Darrell Seas, Don Smith 

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Aaron Anderson 
(Anderson), Marvin, Ashley Robinson, Susanne, Pam Hutson, Barb 
Monnin, Pauline Epperly (Ash), Rob Bornhorst (Bornhorst), James 
LaChere (Brogden), Madeline Davis (Califf), Wanda Herndon 
(Clark), Frank Collette, Wayne Fischer (Collette), Ron Cooper 
(Cooper), Steve Davis (Davis), Carol (Ellerman), Dan Warnning 
(Elliott), Bill Little, Ruth White (Frazier), Steve Bryiant, Barb Hindmarch, 
Jo Hinker  (Gaier), Rex Lippincott (Guenthner), Heather and Harper 
(Hall), Bill & Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, Angie Shroyer, 
Arianna, Gary Root (Helman), Austin Lear, Karen Pickler, Charlie 
Hiser (Hiser), Tina, MaryJo Morgan, Fredia Summers, Crystal Gilmore 
(Hopkins), Elise Cox (Hudson), Evan (Kienle), Jennifer Heckman 
(Luby),  Baby Karalyne, Nancy Maier, Olivia Bartley, Anita Martin, 
Grandma Lettie Cheeseman (Meckstroth), Corinne Peltier Kershner 
& family (Monnier), Don Motter Jr. (Motter), Brock Smith (Oakes), Vi 
Das (Perry), Joe Henke (Piatt), Mike Ballard (Preston), Judy Wright, 
Kevin Hamilton (Pummill), Michelle Garber, Jill Hughes, Jennifer 
Weber, Rick Frantz, Jack Reed, Kayla Miller, Robbie Rouse (Seas), 
Cindy, Sarah Pyers (Stewart), Mike Jess, Marilyn Ketrow, Alex 
(Stilwell), Orleana Leese (Taylor), Kamden Hughes, O’Leary family 
(Taylor & Seas), Darcy Heitzman Guthrie (Woods) 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark Cripe 
(Elliott), Ashtyn Wilson (Frazier), James Riley (Gaier), Jacob North 
(Haver), Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew 
Breisch (Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, 
Mary Grimes, Betty Gary; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Al 
Erbes, Rose Staley; Lewis Center: Jo Asher; Centerville: Rolland 
Wagner; Piqua Manor: Miriam Robinson;  

The Prayer 

Place 

We pray God’s comfort to be with:  

 Betty Modchiedler and family upon the death of her 
husband Konrad (a retired Methodist minister) on Sunday, 
November 3, 2019 

 Sue Byer and family upon the death of her husband Tom 
Byer on Monday, November 4, 2019 

 Tracey Lawrence Leonard upon the death of her mother 
Shirley Lawrence on Wednesday, November 6, 2019 

 Heather Bollinger and Jessica Bates upon the unexpected 
lost or their dad (Rick Partin) on Saturday, November 16, 
2019 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

2 
6:30 p 

Melody Men 

3 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

4 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 
6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 
6:30 p Wed. 
Night Min. 

5 
1 p 

Washington 
School 

Luncheon 
6 Girl Scout 

Troop 
7 Class 

Meeting 

6 7 
9 a Girls 
Chrysalis 

Team 
Meeting 

9 a Chrysalis 
Board 

Meeting 

8 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

9 
5 p Piano 

Recital 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop 
7 p Girl Scout 

Leader 
Meeting 

10 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

11 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 
6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 
6:30 p Wed. 
Night Min. 

12 
7 Class 

Meeting 

13 
7 p Girls 
Chrysalis 

Team 
Meeting 

14 
8 a Girls 
Chrysalis 

Team 
Meeting 

15 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

16 
6 p Daycare 
Staff Meeting 

17 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

18 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 
6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 
6:30 p Wed. 
Night Min. 

19 
6 Girl Scout 

Troop 
7 Class 

Meeting 

20 21 
8 a UMM 
Breakfast 

22 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
10:30 a 

Children’s 
Musical 

5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

23 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop 
 

24 

Office Hours 
8 a—2 p 
7 & 11 p 

Traditional 
Christmas Eve 

Worship 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

26 
7 Class 

Meeting 

27 28 
9 a Boys 
Chrysalis 

Team 
Meeting 

29 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  
5 p TEEM 
5 p Ch. 5 

Rebroadcast 

30 

9 a 
Newsletter 

Folding 

31 

Office Hours 
8 a—2 p 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 
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Poinsettia Dedications for Christmas 
 

Help decorate our sanctuary this Christmas season by remembering your 
loved one with a poinsettia dedication. Order online at  
www.greenestreetumc.org/events/newsletter or turn in the order form 
below by December 9. 

 In lieu of taking a flower, I wish to make a $9.00 
contribution to the decorating fund (my dedication 
will still be printed as usual but I do not want a 
flower). 

 I am ordering poinsettia(s) from the church at a cost 
of $9.00/poinsettia. 

 I am purchasing poinsettia(s) from ANOTHER SOURCE 
(florist, store, fund raising group) and I will deliver 
them to the church by Thursday, Dec. 12, 9 a. 

Dedication(s) - You may dedicate your poinsettia/s in memory, in honor, in celebration, or any 
other dedication you would like.  Dedications will be printed as listed. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Name 
_____________________________ 

Number of Poinsettias / 
Dedications 

_____________________________ 

 


