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Advent Schedule
December 17, 9 a
Lessons & Carols
December 17, 10:30 a
Children’s Musical
followed by Birthday Party for Jesus

December 24, 9 & 10:30 a
Normal worship gathering
December 24, 7 & 11 p
Traditional Christmas Eve
Worship
The Family Room will be open on Christmas Eve, but
the nursery will be closed so workers can worship and
be with their families.
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Seasons Greetings Greene Street!
In a culture that is constantly pulling and pushing to get to Christmas quicker each year, the
church season of Advent exists to help us slow down. Advent literally means coming. In this
season we are waiting on the arrival and birth of Jesus. We are waiting for Jesus to come
again. Advent is about realizing that the frenetic pace of the world around us, indeed, even
the pace of the world we participate in, is unsustainable. In the church, when we hit this time
of year, we tend to hear the same stories, perhaps even the same songs. There is a rhythm to
the life of the church. That rhythm isn’t there so as to slow us down and put us to sleep, but
to remind each of us that we’re still alive.
If we take Advent’s caution to wake up, to be waiting, to be alert and to be engaged in our
world, then we just might see God moving in ways we don’t expect.
“The function of Advent is to remind us what we’re waiting for as we go through life too busy
with things that do not matter to remember the things that do.”
-Sister Joan Chittister, The Liturgical Calendar
Advent is a call to not fall asleep. It is a call to be awake to the movement of God around us.
While we are content to sing Silent Night on Christmas Eve and feel spiritually engaged, what
about the Sundays leading up to Christmas? What about the rest of the days of the year? I
would posit that the Christian life is meant to be experienced in the daily rhythms of life, not
just in the big days on the calendar and certainly not just on Sunday mornings. Advent
challenges us to embrace the waiting. Advent challenges us to be alert when our human
tendencies kick in and persuade us to just go through the motions. Have you slowed down
lately to connect with God?
I look forward to Christmas Eve services every year. Christmas Eve is marked with tradition
and candles and the old familiar story of the birth of our Savior. But I’m also encouraged by
the season leading up to that holy day. I’m encouraged that the church calendar is still an
outpost encouraging folks to live into a different story than the story our world wants us to
embrace. This season, I hope you find time to slow down. This season, I hope you find ways
to be alert to God’s movement in your life. This season I hope you look with expectation as
we celebrate the birth of our Savior. Above that, I pray you’re aware that our Savior lives and
desires to know you today and everyday.
Peace,

Will Leasure
Lead Pastor, Greene Street UMC

Ministries for
Children
Trunk or Treat 2017
By the numbers:

Christmas Musical
Please join us Sunday, December
17th during the 10:30 worship
gathering for the children’s
performance of “Christmas is
Jesus”. The compelling message of
the Biblical story of the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ helps to remind us
why we celebrate Christmas and to
rediscover what God’s gift of Jesus
means for our lives. The children are
excited to present this as a gift to
our church family!
Birthday Party for Jesus
To further remind us why we
celebrate Christmas, families with
children are invited to a special
event immediately following
worship. Our Birthday Party for
Jesus takes place in the Wall
Wesleyan room and will include
lunch, birthday cake, and special
activities. All family members
(younger siblings, older siblings,
grandparents, etc.) are included in
this invitation! Kindly RSVP to Ms.
Barb or the church office by
Thursday, December 14th.
Midweek
During our Wednesday evening
activities, the children have been
working hard to prepare for the
musical, decorate grocery sacks for
the food pantry’s Thanksgiving
collection, help Ms. Peggy pack
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas
Child, and memorize the books of
the Bible beginning with the New
Testament!

We will meet December 6th and 13th
for just one hour, 6:30-7:30, for
musical practice. After Christmas
vacation, Midweek will continue in
January. Stay tuned for dates and
times!
Children’s Sunday School On
Sundays during the 10:30 Unveiled
Worship Gathering, children are
excused before the sermon for
Sunday School and may attend one
of two classes: children age five
through Second Grade meet in the
ABC room off the corner of the
Narthex, and students in 3rd through
6th grade meet upstairs off the
balcony in room 24. This month our
Bible study follows the events of the
birth of Jesus from Jeremiah,
Matthew and Luke.
December's memory verse is: “The
time is coming, declares the Lord,
when I will raise up a righteous
descendant from David’s line, and
he will rule as a wise
king.” (Jeremiah 23:5) Any child
who memorizes the verse and
recites it to Ms. Barb will earn a
special prize!

1 cozy fire
5 pots of warm coffee
14 decorated cars or
trucks
45 volunteers
533 hot dogs
700+ children along with
many adults
10,000 pieces of candy
Endless amounts of
God’s light and love
Thank you church family for
your generosity in donating
twice as much candy this year
for our hugely successful Trunk
or Treat! We again blocked off
part of Caldwell Street which
provided a safe place for
families to mingle, take
photos, and linger.
Information about our worship
times and programming was
passed out along with a treat
to each child. Jack-o-lanterns
adorned our front steps,
inflatable Halloween creatures
filled the driveway, decorated
vehicles were brimming with
treats, smiling faces passed
our hot dogs and music filled
the air! If you missed the slide
show in worship, check out the
photos on our Facebook page!
Thank you to the following
volunteers who so lovingly
teach our children on Sunday
mornings:

Kidz Worship Teachers for December
Dec 3

Michelle Underwood

Linda Price

Dec 10

Hannah Parshall

Mike Taylor

Dec 17

No Sunday School

(Children’s Musical)

Dec 24

Barb Hudson

Paul Miller

Dec 31

Barb Hudson

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM
Our building exterior work and landscaping activities have been completed for the year 2017.
We are very pleased with the “New appearance and character” that our church now shares
with everyone. The last remaining weeks of November and through December will be focused
on (1) Interior plastering and painting of 14 specific areas (2) Restoration of the Greene St
entrance doors and (3) Balcony hand railing height.
As we have done for other renovation projects, our building committee requested and did receive quotations
from other contractors for the plastering and painting work. Based on previous workmanship, equipment,
schedule and costs, we have awarded this contract to Brian Bros. As you are aware, Brian Bros also did the
renovation work on the church, administration building, and courtyard. We will prioritize which areas need to
be completed first based on their severity/condition as well as our available Capital Funds.
The Greene St entrance doors will be restored to match the Caldwell St doors. This will include removing the
existing stain glass and installing the glass back into the doors with new restoration grade lead into the
original openings. Also, the door hardware will be removed and refinished. Brian Bros will also be restoring the
doors as they also restored the Caldwell St doors as well.
The current balcony brass hand railing height is a Safety concern and also
does not meet the state code for height requirements. We have not had any
issues related to the current height, however it only takes one incident for us
to wish that we had taken action by raising the handrail height. Also, with the
addition of the new Family Worship Room, it is now more imperative that this
railing height be raised. We have previously received quotations for this
improvement, however we decided to seek additional designs and quotations.
We are planning to do this work in December, however it may lead into
January 2018 based on cost and contractor availability.
As always, thank you to the BIT committee members and the congregation
for your support, cooperation and donations to the Capital Campaign Fund.
Don Brown,
Project Leader

Working Together
On Wednesday, Nov. 8, a group worked on filling 50+
Christmas shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse. Barb and
her youngsters as well as two friends from the food
pantry and Debbie Blue helped fill the boxes. There
was a lot of chatter and laughter, especially when the
youngsters tried to see how many would fit into a big
cardboard box! They made quick work of this project.
The boxes were delivered to the collection site and
are on their way.
On Sunday, Nov. 12, TEEM helped put together 100 Christmas gifts bags for the
children of the families who use our food pantry. Some of the people who come to
the food pantry have expressed the desire that they may have a good Christmas. This
project is just one small thing we can do to help.

Gratitude
Greene St. UMC~
Thank you so much for thinking of our family. We
are blessed to be surrounded with a great church
family who supports one another. We celebrated
having William and completing our family. It was
such a wonderful time and have experience lots of
love. We are enjoying being at home and spending
time together – enjoying each moment. We also
appreciate the thought and prayers that were
given with the loss of RJ’s father. Thank you for
being part of our family.
Lots of love,
The Monnier Family
Thank you!
I would like to thank the congregation for your
support and prayers as I journey my way through
the Academy of Lay Ministers. It has been very
interesting as I am learning new things. We have
our next meeting in January. In the meantime, I
have several books to read and I need to practice
the spiritual disciplines we have learned. Please
continue to pray for me as I am counting on God to
lead me to what it is He wants me to do. I am very
humbled by His calling.
Peggy Moorman

Answered Prayers from the Food Pantry
We continue to be busy in the food pantry. We have
different items available. Right now there is a freezer full
of bread. We had food left over from the Alpha Center
which we handed out at the food pantry. Nothing goes
to waste and our friends appreciate what they are able
to take home. That in itself is an answer to prayer.
We had one woman who went on and on about how we
have been able to help her. We prayed for her mother
and she got better. She appreciates very much what we
are able to help her with.
Stay after 10:30 worship on December 3 for a
brief (30-45 minute) planning meeting for this
year’s VBS. If you are interested but are unable to
attend please contact Jenny Sweetman.
jennifer@greenestreetumc.org

We have had several friends come to Midweek
gatherings. Some come just to eat but some also stay
for Bible Study.
I would ask you to continue to pray for their families,
their health, for adequate finances and just that God
would provide for their needs.
Peggy Moorman

From the Daycare Director’s Desk:
As we enter the last month of the year we start to feel all the rush of the busy season. I find
myself reflecting on the year - what we have done well and what needs improvement. I started
to spend to much time on the negative as I stared at blank page wondering what I should put in
the newsletter this month. Then my phone rang and I answered it. A parent who used Greene
Street for five years called to tell me the following story. The family had moved to Troy. There
was some adjustment into a new neighborhood and starting school for the first time. They had
just left their first parent teacher conference. The teacher asked if this child had attended Preschool and the
Mom replied yes, Greene Street Daycare/Preschool. This teacher said you can sure tell that they are preparing
children for school. Somebody needs to tell them to keep up the good work.
We currently have openings posted on indeed for employment. On Monday, November 13, I opened my email
to read the following: I am very interested in a part time position within your very well recommended
Preschool/Daycare. I have over 17 years experience working with children. My twin sister, XXXXXXXXXXXXX,
has entrusted your employees with the care and education of her 2 sons, as well as numerous friends of mine.
My heart is overwhelmed with thankfulness. What a wonderful staff and church family who supports the best
program in the area. Please pray for us as we enter a new year! May God bless you.

Did you miss the Hospitality Meeting on November 12?
We missed you! We had a full house but we know that not everyone
was able to attend!
As a group we discussed what hospitality is, who it’s for and why it is
important. We had a vibrant discussion and discovered that we are all
on the same page! We want our church to truly be the most welcoming
church in town because we want people to join us in who we are and
what we do as a church family!
If you couldn’t make the meeting, no problem! We still want you to be part of Greene Street’s Hospitality
Team! Our Hospitality Team will continue to care for members and guests in a variety of ways….Greeters,
Ushers, Coffee Bar and Welcome desk! If you are interested in being an important part of the Greene Street
Hospitality Team please contact Pastor Chris at PastorChris@GreeneStreetumc.org and say you want to
join!

Did you know….. We have extra parking spaces?!?!
Our friends and neighbors, the good people at Jamieson and Yannucci funeral home, are letting us use their
parking lot on Sunday mornings. You may know that at our 10:30 service in particular, parking is limited. In
order to create new spaces for new people, we are asking able bodied and willing folks to park two blocks
away at the intersection of Caldwell and High St. in the funeral home parking lot. This is a tangible way to
be hospitable to guests, newer folks, and those with physical limitations or disabilities. We hope you’ll show
up a few minutes early and make the short trek from the Jamieson and Yannucci parking lot to our front
doors!

From PIQUA DAILY CALL — It was a
day of milestones for Piqua donor
Nancy Brogden, a Community Blood
Center “Donor for Life” who prefers to
lead by example. She not only
organized the Nov. 4 blood drive at
Greene Street United Methodist
Church in Piqua, she helped the cause
by making her 100th lifetime blood
donation.
“It was the first drive at this location
and her first time as a chairperson,”
said CBC’s Dana Puterbaugh. “Plus she
donated her 100th donation!”
Brogden had plenty of reason to feel
proud. The Saturday morning blood
drive at Greene Street United
Methodist was a success, reaching 100
percent of the collection goal with 27
donors and 24 donations.

Community Blood Drive - November 4, 2017
Our blood drive was a resounding success.
Total Donors Registered
Total Donations Collected
First-Time Donors

Brogden’s milestone donation was her
fifth donation of the year, surpassing
the four donations she made in 2016.
She’s a regular donor at the Piqua
Harley-Davidson blood drives and also
donates at Piqua Baptist Church and
the Piqua Knights of St. John.

27
24
4

The goal set by the Community Blood Center was to collect 24
pints of blood, which we met!!
The fact that there were four first-time donors was, in the words
of the CBC, “Awesome!”.
Thank you to everyone who gave their time to advertise this
event, baked cookies to be given out in the donor coach, and gave
their blood. This is one of those gifts that doesn’t cost anything
but is absolutely priceless to the recipient.
We will sponsor one more Saturday drive on December 30th, and
then this rotation of donations will pass back to Harley-Davidson
of Piqua. Hope you can come and donate in December.

Others who donated include:
Shirley Borts-Grabo
Nancy Brogden
Richard Clark
Diane Collette
Robyn Cooper
Jeffrey Elliott
Edward Ellis
Christopher Farkas
Christine Farkas
Adam Fisher
Pamela Fisher
Melissa Forsythe
Jason Frazier

Jennifer Helman
Lisa Hery
Matthew Hilleary
Jacqueline Lambert
Debra Osting
Shelly Reas
Michelle Runge
James Starry
Joseph Stine
Kaytlin Stubbs
Douglas Sweetman
Amy Sweetman
Kelli Watercutter

Food and Hunger Team
Visitors to the Food Pantry in October: 15 new 139
existing

Thanks to

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone in the congregation who
took the beautiful bags that were so carefully decorated by
the children and returned them full of food donations.
These gifts mean so much to our neighbors who come to
the food pantry.

TEEM for

A donation was received from the Donnelly Donor Advised
Fund of The Piqua Community Foundation. This donation
is designated to support our food pantry project.
A special thank you goes to Food and Hunger Team
member, Diana Hall, for her generous donation of a new
refrigerator for the food pantry. The old refrigerator had
started to drip water - even when not being defrosted.
THANKS Diana!

being willing

Please keep the Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry
organization in mind during this hunting season. You can
visit their website - FHFH.org - to learn more about their
mission and ways you can help the Greene Street Food
Pantry through them.

to carry down

the generous

The challenge has been issued!! Bring your winning chili
and get ready for the next chili cook-off and dessert
auction. The proceeds will be used to cover the expenses
of the Food Pantry. Mark your calendar - the date is set for
January 28th, 2018 following the 10:30 a.m. service.

donations and

Items always in short supply:
Breakfast options - oatmeal, cold cereal, breakfast bars.
Shampoo, soap, laundry detergent, feminine hygiene
products, toothpaste, toothbrushes
Pet food

Thank you to all who donate their time,
food and supplies so we can help provide
for our neighbors.

to stock the
shelves.

Nuggets of News
Electronic Giving
Electronic Giving is an option for giving to the
church. It may be stopped or started at any time. The
forms are available in the church office for your
convenience. However on December 10 and 17 the
church treasurer will be available after worship services
to assist you in signing up. Donations may be taken
from your checking or savings account weekly, semimonthly, monthly or quarterly. Donations may be
specified for operating, missions, capital, food pantry,
or memorials. Donating electronically gets your
donation to the bank quickly regardless of the weather,
helps in the church’s cash flow, and provides stability to
operating. The cost to the church is minimal and the
cost to you is zero. Why not sign up and try it for a few
months. It can be stopped with short notice if you
don’t agree that it is a great way to contribute. If you
have any questions they can be asked and answered
on the 10th or the 17th.

United Methodist Men
The UMM would like to remind all men that you
are invited to attend our monthly meetings. The
more men we have involved the more ideas we
have for the better good of God’s Church. Our
next meeting is December 16th @ 8:00am in the
basement; breakfast will be served.

Mitten Tree
Year End Giving
December is always the month to “catch up” on
charitable contributions. Greene Street’s office will
be open on Friday, December 29, 8 a.m.—3 p.m. for
year end giving, you can also put your contributions
in the offering plate on Sunday, December 31.
Offering received after that date, unless
postmarked in 2017, will be counted in 2018 and will
not appear on your year end giving record.

We are collecting scarves, hats,
and gloves for Piqua area
schools. All donation can be
placed on or under the tree in
the Narthex. Contact Nancy
Woods or Cheryl
Nuenschwander for more
information. Please help magically trim the tree with
your items so many children will feel warmer this
winter. Thank you!

TEEM NEWS!

Did you know that Greene Street works
together with SpringCreek Elementary?

TEEM has been a part of helping our community in
many ways over the past few months. We painted
and shared Jesus Rocks around Piqua, we stuffed gift
bags for our food pantry friends and we have stocked
shelves in the pantry and helped with the Christmas
decorations! We look forward to a wonderful time
together through the holidays. TEEM will not be
meeting on 12/24 and 12/31 due to the holidays! All
other Sundays in December are TEEM as usual; 4p-6p
in Wilson Hall and Sunday School from 9:30a-10:15a.

We do! A group of Greene Streeters visited
SpringCreek Elementary to serve as volunteers in
their Math-a-lon event. Much fun was had!
K Kids from Spring Creek will be coming to the
church on December 12th to help us get ready for
Christmas by cleaning and prepping for services!
We look forward to hosting the kids in February for
the Theater Luncheon! What a fun connection!

The Prayer Place
Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Chuck Woods,
Ann Elliott, Mary Pummill, Edward Eidemiller, Jo Reed, Don Motter,
Mitch Dilbone, Darrell Seas, Rachel Castle, Steve Mullikin, Jessica
Bates, Doug Dolder, Kate Dolder, Corbin Meckstroth

Friends and Family of Greene Street- Mike Jess, Joyce
Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg, Sharon Ford, Becky Ary (Stilwell), Adam
Love (daycare), Wendy & Paul Beal, Donovan Hopkins (Hopkins), Bill
Weyant, Jim Burton, Angie Eller, Roy Bitzow (Helman), Dean Kerns
(Elliott), Bruce Marshall (Hardman), Kathy Moeller, Martha, Monica
Turner (Dilbone), Moira, Ben & baby Elenor (Mullikin), Kelly Hinderman,
Nikki Bordelon, Frank Collette (Collette), Dave Havenar (Grabo &
Marratta), Jamie Hull, Bobbi Conley (Stewart), Victoria Henderson
(Middleton & Meckstroth), Joyce Monnin (Clark), Ronnie Cooper & family
(Cooper), Aaron Anderson (Pummill), Ellen Hazel (Cantrell), Jana, Barbara
(Kienle), Joe Teach (Calliff), Michael Davis (Hiser)

We pray God’s comfort
to be with:


We pray God's comfort
to be with Bill & Jennifer
Wright upon the death of
his mother on October 16,
2017.

Military - Jed Cooper, Brian Pummill, Dasch Underwood, Clark Cripe

(Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Ben Datu (Mullikin), Devon
Parshall (Parshall), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Matthew Breisch (Stewart)

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Barbara Minton;
Garbry Ridge: Jim Whetstone; Spring Meade:
Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie
Trimmer; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys
Mullen; Story Point: Al Erbes;

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
13
14
15
17
17
18

Marian Couchot
Hudson Hare
Kelli Meckstroth
Chris Clark
Peggy Moorman
Miriam Robinson
Stephen Dolder
Charles Sanders
Jillian Boyd
Rita Ash
Steve Smith
Greg Trissell
Katie Stewart
Pam Ford
Joyce Ellerman
Jordan Lawson
Aaron Thompson
Elizabeth DuBois
Jo Asher
Pat Helman
Jeff Marrs
Rachel Castle
Al Erbes

19 Steve Frazier
Bruce Hogston
20 Valerie Mullikin
Fred Shellenberg
23 Kennedy Parshall
Kira Parshall
Donavan Taylor
Logan Wagner
24 Tristyn Frazier
Colleen Fry
Faye Oakes
27 Cindy Brown
28 Paul Doak
Owen Shawler
29 Linda Calland
Harold Pummill
Marj Stilwell
Nick Thompson
30 Pat Brown
31 Jasi Piatt
Terry Perkins

5
10
14
16
21
24
26

Chris & Lita Clark
Martin & Jackie Pollock
Seth & Nicole Heckaman
Rolland & Martha Wagner
Billy & Jennifer Wright
Randy & Janet Smith
Tom & Jeanne Ringer
Steve & Gail Staley
28 Jim & Sandra Christy
29 Dale & Barbara Davis

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9 a Chrysalis
Board Meeting

7 p Girl Scout
Overnight

3

4

5

6

9 & 10:30 a Worship
11:30 a VBS
Planning
4 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

6:30 p Melody
Men

6:30 p Melody
Men

10

11

12

13

5:30 p
Destination
Imagination

5 p Springcreek
K-Kids

1 p Disciple Bible
Study

7 p Girl Scout
Leader Meeting

17

18

9 & 10:30 a Worship
11:45 a Birthday
Party for Jesus
4 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

24

6:30 p Melody
Men

19

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
6:30 p Musical
Practice

31
9 & 10:30 a Worship
4 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast

15

16

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
6:30 p Musical
Practice

20

6:30 p Girl Scout
Troop

14

8 a UMM
Breakfast
6:30 p Girl Scout
Troop

6:30 p Girl’s
Chrysalis Team

Wedding

21

22

23

6:30 p Melody
Men

26

6:30 p Praise
Team Practice
6:30 p Musical
Practice

27

29

30

6:30 p Girl Scout
Troop

28

9 & 10:30 a Worship
7 & 11 p Traditional
Christmas Eve
Worship

9

1 p Disciple Bible
Study

5:30 p
Destination
Imagination

25

8

1 p Disciple Bible
Study

5:30 p
Destination
Imagination

9 & 10:30 a Worship
4 p TEEM
5 p Ch. 5
Rebroadcast
6 p Girl Scout
Troop

7

Blood Drive
6:30 p Melody
Men

1 p Disciple Bible
Study
6:30 p Praise
Team Practice

6:30 p Girl Scout
Troop
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Poinsettia Dedications for Christmas
Help decorate our sanctuary this Christmas season by remembering your loved one with
a poinsettia dedication. Order on-line at greenestreetumc.org/whats-happening/events
or turn in the order form below by December 11.

Name
_____________________________




Number of Poinsettias / Dedications
_____________________________



In lieu of taking a flower, I wish to make a $6.50
contribution to the decorating fund (my dedication
will still be printed as usual but I do not want a
flower).
I am ordering poinsettia(s) from the church at a cost of
$6.50/poinsettia.
I am purchasing poinsettia(s) from ANOTHER
SOURCE (florist, store, fund raising group) and I will
deliver them to the church by Friday, Dec. 15, 9 a.

Dedication(s) - You may dedicate your poinsettia/s in memory, in honor, in celebration, or any other
dedication you would like. Dedications will be printed as listed.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

