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Rev. Kenneth A. Stewart 

Pastor Chris Miller 

We would like to wish you and your family a joyful and 

meaningful Holiday season.   You are  invited to join us as 

we celebrate these upcoming events! 



Enjoying Advent 

Peace. Joy. Hope. Love. 

These are the things we celebrate with the advent ("coming") of Jesus to earth. And yet, this 
season is often chaotic, sorrowful, depressing, or even downright painful. Budgets stretch, 
credit card balances rise, family gatherings turn on a dime, and relationships are tested and 
tried. For some, the Christmas season serves as a painful reminder of loved ones no longer at 
home, empty seats around the table, and fewer stockings to hang from the mantle. No 
matter how many carols we sing, we can never completely cover the pain that looms beneath 
the surface. 

As a church, we do not want to add to your already busy December schedules. We've been 
working hard with our "Where the Light Still Shines" capital campaign, and once December 
hits, we want to invite you to rest. Take a deep breath and be filled with the Holy Spirit. Let go 
of your schedule, your fears, your anxieties, and your false hopes. Release all that keeps you 
from fully embracing all that Jesus came to provide. Be still, and know that he is God (Psalm 
46:10), resting in the confidence that he moved heaven in order to occupy earth and reclaim 
us as his own. 

We have planned meaningful worship gatherings to help us focus on what is important during 
this high season in the life of the church. However, please do not confuse "high season" with 
"hectic." We will combine our worship gatherings December 11 at 10:30 am and give the 
children a leading role in showing us the mystery, beauty and absurdity of the holy nativity. 
They have been working on their presentation for many weeks, and we look forward to the 
sharing of their gifts. 

Our Christmas Eve worship gatherings are again scheduled for 7 and 11 pm, with each 
gathering assuming a different style. The praise team will lead us at 7 and David Weimer will 
lead at 11 as we proclaim the sacred carols with one heart and voice. We will host children's 
moments at 7, but replace this with Holy Communion at 11. Of course, both gatherings will 
conclude with candlelight as we celebrate the Light of the world who has come to dwell 
among us. 

I'm proud of you, Greene Street. I'm proud of the way you have followed Jesus into full-
fledged service. You have thrown caution to the wind and recklessly pursued this ideal that 
Jesus is Lord, changing the world as a result. You inspire me. You bless me. More importantly, 
you honor the One who has called you his beloved. Now join me in celebrating true peace, 
joy, hope and love as we welcome Jesus into the world...again and again and again. 

Together with you in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Kenneth A. Stewart  



Operation Christmas 
Child 

The children who participate in 
Sunday Night Alive and 
Wednesday Night Alive brought 
gift items to be included in 
Operation Christmas Child.  
When combined, we had 
enough gifts to fill four 
shoeboxes which were wrapped 
and prayed over during worship 
on November 13th, along with 
56 other shoeboxes put 
together by Ms. Peggy’s 
Sunday School class.  Thank 
you families for your generous 
donations!! 

Kidz Worship 

On Sundays during the 10:30 
Unveiled worship gathering, 
children are excused before the 
sermon for Kidz Worship, and 
may attend one of two classes:  
children age five through 
Second Grade meet in the ABC 
room off the corner of the 
Narthex, and students in 3rd 
through 6th grade meet upstairs 
off the balcony in room 24. This 
month our Bible study follows 
the events of the birth of Jesus 
in both Matthew and Luke.  
December’s memory verse is “A 
child is born to us.” Isaiah 9:6.   

Ministries for Children 
Trunk or Treat 

Lots of treats and no tricks were 
provided on October 31st, when Greene 
Street hosted Trunk or Treat.  The 
evening was a huge success due to the 
generosity of our church family!  For the 
first time, we blocked off Caldwell 
Street to traffic and had a much larger 
than usual number of trick-or-treaters!  
Thank you so much for the more than 
1500 pieces of candy which were 
donated!!  Thank you to the sixteen 
families who so generously decorated 
their cars, dressed for the evening and 
brought lots of treats as well!  Thank 
you to TEEM who carved many jack-o-
lanterns which set the mood from our 
front steps along with the recorded 
music which was played!  The youth 
also passed out candy from a decorated 
bus and served the ingredients for 
s’mores, which our guests made by 
roasting the marshmallows over an 
open fire.  It was a beautiful evening 
and a great outreach to our 
community!!  

Where the Light Still Shines 

As part of our capital campaign, Where 
the Light Still Shines, the children were 
eager and hard-working contributors by 
collecting and donating “tube”fuls of 
coins!!  On Sunday, November 
20th during the Unveiled Worship, the 
coins were poured into a washtub 
which created a very joyful noise.  At 
the time of this printing, $445.95 has 
been donated toward our capital 

campaign by the children of Greene St., 
making us all very proud!  In addition, 
the bucket ministry during the month of 
November will be added to the 
children’s contributions, and after three 
Sundays $353 has been collected.  So 
far the grand total is nearly 
$800!!  Thank you children, families and 
all who contributed! 

Musical and Birthday Party for 
Jesus 

On Sunday December 11th we hope to 
see all of you at the combined 10:30 
Worship Gathering for the children’s 
musical, “Jesus Means Christmas To 
Me!”  Immediately following worship, 
all children and their families are invited 
to a Birthday Party for Jesus!  The 
celebration will include pizza for lunch, 
birthday cake, and a piñata.  As a 
special gift for Jesus, please bring 
items for the Food Pantry and please 
call or email the church office by Friday 
December 9th to reserve your family’s 
spot! 

 

 

 

 
December Kidz Worship Teachers 

Dec 4 Amberly Tauber Linda Price 

Dec 11 No Kidz Worship: Children’s Musical 

Dec 18 Holly Jensvold Mike Taylor 

Dec 25 Children stay with family in worship 



Gratitude 

THE BASEMENT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS….. 

Wish to express our sincere THANK 
YOU to all of our church family who 
baked cookies, decorated tables, 
prepared food, and served in any 
other role for our service project of 
the November 15th lunch for 
Springcreek second graders.   The 
staff and students were very pleased 
with our meal and were quite 
appreciative.   Thank you, your efforts 
were noticed and appreciated!!      

 Sherry Heath and Jackie Pollock 

Please accept our thanks for your love, concern, and prayers during Gary's 43 days at O.S.U. Ross heart hospital. Your 
cards, phone calls, and ride to Columbus showed God's love through his people. Each day we read Gary's cards to him. 
Your messages of inspiration and hope bolstered him through many surgeries and difficult decisions. He was on a 
ventilator and could not talk, but he felt surrounded by his friends at Greene Street. He would often "mouth" the words 
“capital campaign”; Gary wanted to know how the campaign was progressing. As always, he cared deeply about the 
church and all of its people. Kenneth was at Gary's side at 5 AM on the day of his first heart surgery. He visited Gary 
several times and imparted God's peace through his prayers and presence. Kenneth and Ed also ministered to Gary over 
the phone. Peggy made a prayer shawl for him (Ohio State red). Countless “Uber” drivers from the Church made trips to 
Columbus so that we could spend as much time together as possible. Jane made a weekly schedule to be sure that there 
was a Driver to tackle Columbus traffic. Thank you Greene Street for caring and wrapping us in Christian love. 
 
On October 7 after a very long battle, Gary could not go on. He was able to decide that his fight was over. Once again 
Greene Street embraced Gary and our family. A beautiful service was planned by Kenneth and Dave. With great 
eloquence Kenneth captured Gary's life and placed him into life eternal. David's music was beautiful and specific for Gary's 
likes. 
 
Jackie, Martin, Marty, Nancy, Cheryl, Kathy, Sherry, Nancy, Sally, Tom, Joan, Michelle and Mike, Jane, Susan, Debbie, and 
a host of great cooks provided a wonderful lunch. Fall mums decorated with glimpses of Gary's life made it especially 
personal and lovely. God bless all of you and thank you again for walking with Gary and our family on this journey. 
 
Gratefully, 
Linda, Jason, & Sarah Harbison  

Dear Greene Street UMC family -  
Thank you so much for the lovely hand 
knitted baby blanket for Isaac! It is 
much appreciated. We are so happy to 
be back in the Midwest and closer to 
home. Thanks for all of the love and 
support. 
 
Molly Hudson, Dave, Lila, and Isaac 
 
 



 

Year End Giving 
 
December is always the 
month to “catch up” on 
charitable contributions.  
Greene Street’s office will 
be open on Friday, 
December 30, 8 a.m.—2 
p.m. for year end giving.  
Offering received after that 
date, unless postmarked in 
2016, will be counted in 
2017 and will not appear on 
your year end giving record. 

Receptionist Position 
Available 
 
If you are interested in 
knowing more or applying 
for the position, contact the 
church office for a job 
description and application.  
Or visit our website 
www.greenestreetumc.org 

Christmas Lunch 
 
Our shared meal will follow 
the Christmas morning 
worship service. Meat, dinner 
rolls and beverages will be 
provided. We will have a sign-
up sheet for anyone who can 
provide a side dish or dessert 
to complete the meal.  For 
more information about the 
meal, contact Nancy Brogden 
at nbrogden245@gmail.com. 

   Other Opportunities 

                                       BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM PROJECT UPDATE 

    In our last meeting held on November 9, 2016, our committee held discussions on the proposed 

projects and contractor estimates. Our main focus still continues to be on the building exterior 

maintenance and repair. We have 4 contractors quoting on this project as there is an extensive 

amount of work that is necessary for improving our building structure and appearance. A few 

items that are being proposed are: (1) Brick and limestone cleaned of stains, dirt and foreign 

matter (2) Tuck pointing of necessary loose brick and stone mortar joints (3) Repairing and 

replacing damaged brick and limestone (4) Repairing or capping the water table with either 

copper, stainless, or galvanized material then painting (5) Caulking around windows, doors, 

expansion joints and steps (6) Applying a coating sealer on window sills and arches, soffits, entry 

ways (7) Replacing roof flashing and (8) Applying a water repellant to the building in specific 

areas that will provide a barrier to water, dirt, salt, acid rain, etc to help preserve our building 

structure. 

    We also continued our discussions on the proposed Wilson Hall windows, Greene St and 

Caldwell St entrance doors, canopies, lighting, and landscaping. The remodeling of the Narthex, 

interior plastering/painting, and stain glass transom and door repair were also part of our 

committee discussions.  

    Our project team would like to thank Gary Harbison’s support before his passing and Kara Hare 

who will be returning back to her home state of Alabama. We would also like to thank Ray Hare 

for his support to our committee in preparing the simulations pictures for our proposed canopies 

and communications street sign.  Gary, Kara, and Ray’s involvement was greatly appreciated and 

their support will be missed by all not only the project team but also our entire church 

congregation. 

    Your continued support in our Capital Campaign Fund is the driving force that will determine 

what projects we will be able to complete. As always, thank you. 

Don Brown  



3 Marian Couchot 
       Hudson Hare 
       Kelli Meckstroth 
5     Peggy Moorman  
       Miriam Robinson 
6 Charles Sanders 
7 Jillian Boyd 
8    Rita Ash 
9      Steve Smith 
 Greg Trissell 
10   Katie Stewart 
13 Pam Ford 
14   Joyce Ellerman 
       Jordan Lawson 
 Aaron Thompson 
15   Elizabeth DuBois 
17 Jo Asher 
17 Pat Helman 
        Jeff Marrs 
18 Rachel Castle 
 Al Erbes  
19  Steve Frazier 

        Bruce Hogston 
20 Valerie Mullikin 
 Fred Shellenberg 
23 Kennedy Parshall 
   Kira Parshall 
  Donavan Taylor 
 Logan Wagner 
24 Tristyn Frazier 
 Colleen Fry 
        Faye Oakes 
27 Cindy Brown 
28 Paul Doak 
 Owen Shawler 
29 Linda Calland 
        Harold Pummill  
 Marj Stilwell 
        Nick Thompson 
30   Pat Brown 
 Bob Montgomery 
31 Jasi Piatt 
 Terry Perkins 

 
 
5  Chris & Lita Clark 
10 Martin & Jackie Pollock 
14 Seth & Nicole 

Heckaman 
16 Rolland & Martha 

Wagner 
21 Billy & Jennifer Wright 
24  Randy & Janet Smith 
26  Tom & Jeanne Ringer 
      Steve & Gail Staley 
28  Jim & Sandra Christy 
29 Dale & Barbara Davis 
 Nate & Abby Ellis 
30 Bob & Darlene 

Montgomery 

December Birthdays December Anniversary  

The Prayer Place 

Greene Street Church Family -Ben & Jane Hiser, Al & Lois Erbes, 
Chuck Woods, Stacy Patton, Ann Elliott, Jo Reed, Becky Kelly, Steve 
Mullikin, Pat Smith, Helen Enos, Fred Shellenberg, Pat Walker, Robyn 
Cooper 

Friends and Family of Greene Street- Carol & Mike Jess, Sharon 
Barhorst, Jan Davis,  Joyce Thornberry, Jennifer Bragg (Stilwell), Maggie 
Campbell, Moira Datu (Mullikin), Adam Love (daycare), Alexis Long 
(Tapp), Angie Davis (Meckstroth), Tiffany Grear (Sweetman), Betty Little 
(Frazier), Betty Burkholder (Moorman), Dean Kerns (Elliott) 

Military - Jed Cooper, Andy Pearson (Carter), Brian Pummill, Dasch 
Underwood, Clark Cripe (Elliott), Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Brent 
Efaw (Frazier), Ben Datu (Mullikin), Kris Palsgrove (Ash), Devon Parshall 
(Parshall), James Riley (Gaier), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell) 

Care Facilities - Piqua Manor: Dick Callison, Virginia Gross, Lois Erbes, 
Shirley Sanders; Garbry Ridge: Barbara Minton, Jim Whetstone; Spring 
Meade: Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy 
Love: Ruth Brush, Gladys Mullen; Brookdale: Jane Flitcraft 

 



Sunday Schedules 
9 a.m. Liturgical Worship 
10:30 a.m. Unveiled Worship 
4 p.m. TEEM  
6 p.m. Ch. 5 Rebroadcast 

Unless otherwise stated . . . 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

10 a Staff 
Meeting 

 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop  

2 3 
 

8 a Girls 
Chrysalis Team 

Meeting 
6 p Girl Scout 

Troop  

4 

 

4 p TEEM/
Confirmation 

4:30 p SNA 

6 p Girl Scout  

5 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 
Board 

6 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

7 
 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 
6:30 p WNA 
6:30 p Praise 
Team Pract 

8 9 10 
 

8 a Girls 
Chrysalis Team 

Meeting 

11 

 

 

4 p TEEM/
Confirmation 

6 p Girl Scout  

12 
 

6 p Choir 
Practice 

7 p Girl Scout 
Leader Meeting  

13 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

14 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

6 p Endowment  
6:30 p Praise 

Team Practice 

15 
 
 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

6:30 p Child 
Care 

Committee 

16 17 
 

8 a UMM 
Breakfast 
8 a Girls 

Chrysalis Team 
Meeting 

18 

 

 

4 p TEEM/
Confirmation 

6 p Girl Scout  

19 
 
 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

6 p Choir 
Practice 

20 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

21 
 

1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Pract 

22 23 24 
Christmas Eve 

Services 
7 p Unveiled 

11 p Liturgical  

25 
11:30 a 

Christmas 
Outreach 
Luncheon 

 

 

26 
Office Closed 

27 
 
 
 

6 p Melody Men 

28 
9 a Newsletter 

Folding 
1 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Pract 

29 
 
 
 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop  

30 

 

Last Day to turn 
in 2016 

donations 
8 a—2 p 

31 
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