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Greetings Greene Street! 

By the time you read this, it will be fall and I hope it will actually feel like fall!  Like many of you, 

the fall is my favorite time of year. We get cooler weather, football at all levels, changing 

leaves, pumpkins and we know Christmas is just around the corner! 
 

In many churches, we begin to think about next year’s church budget.  This is to be my third 

fall at Greene St. and we have handled stewardship in different ways.  In 2017 we had a 

sermon series called Earn, Save, Give which was a meditation on stewardship principles that 

John Wesley taught the early Methodists.  Last year, being the middle year of a three year 

capital campaign, I focused on simply finishing the capital campaign well. This year, we stare 

down 2020 with the financial end of giving toward the capital campaign coming to an end.  
 

We are on track to receive 98-100 percent of the original amount pledged in 2016.  This is a 

phenomenal accomplishment for our church! Given the transitions we have had over the 

past three years it is nothing short of miraculous that we are going to reach that level of 

giving.  Thanks to all who have supported this work through prayers, financial resources and 

physical work! 
 

There is still work to be done as part of the capital campaign project, but the financial giving 

portion of the campaign will wrap up at the end of 2019.  If you have been supporting the 

capital campaign financially over the last three years, I want you to prayerfully consider 

giving at or near that level. 
 

My family and I will have given $5,000 toward the capital campaign over the course of our 

first three years at Greene St.  This amount of giving is over and above what we give to the 

general church budget. We have prayerfully considered what we are to do moving forward 

and have decided to continue to give at this level.  All of the extra we have been giving will 

now be directed toward the general church budget. I want you to prayerfully consider 

joining us in adding some or all of that which you have given to the capital campaign 

toward your giving to the general church budget. 
 

In October we will be journeying through a sermon series called How to be Rich: It’s Not What 

You Have.  It’s What You do With What You Have. This series is based off of a book by the 

same title written by pastor and author, Andy Stanley. The book and consequently the 

sermon series will be challenging.  I feel strongly that using guilt to get people to give or give 

more is a fruitless endeavor. This is largely due to the fact that giving is and should be a joyful 

act.  My goal is not to guilt you into giving but helping you to see with a new perspective. I 

hope you’ll join us each week in October. Yes, we are going to talk about money.  Yes, we 

are going to talk about giving money away. Hopefully in the process, you’ll find that you 

have a larger capacity to give than you ever have given yourself credit for. 
 

I’m looking forward to journeying with you all through the fall! 
 
Peace, 

 
 

Will Leasure, Pastor, Greene St. UMC 



 

 

Ministries for Children 

Third Grade Bibles  
It is a wonderful and long-standing tradition of the 

Methodist Church to present Bibles to our Third Grade 

students as a gift from their church family.  It is our prayer 

that this gift may be a starting point for studying God’s 

word and establishing a deeper relationship with God! 

In September, Amelia Bush, Luke Jensvold, Avery Marrs, 

Robert Taubman, and Claire Wiseman all received their 

new Bibles! 
 

 

Trunk or Treat ...In the Street!  
Again this year, Greene Street will host our annual Trunk or 

Treat! Our largest outreach event of the year will take 

place on Thursday, October 31, 6:00-8:00. You are invited 

to decorate your car trunk or truck bed for Halloween, 

dress in costume (or warm clothes ;) and join us on 

Caldwell St. where the street will be blocked off and 

costumed children will go from vehicle to vehicle 

begging for candy! We will again provide hot dogs and if 

the weather is chilly, a campfire as well.  

Last year we treated over 800 children! We couldn’t have 

done that without the help of our loving and generous 

church family.  If you would like to donate a bag or two 

of goodies, it would be greatly appreciated. You may 

leave your contribution in a basket in the Narthex or 

collection station. In case of rain we will move indoors to 

the lower hallway of the education wing.  

Please contact the church office or Miss Barb to reserve 

your parking space or to volunteer to help with hot dogs. 

Everyone is welcome to attend… wear a costume or 

bring a chair if you’d like to just observe! 
 

Wednesday Night Ministries 

Children in grades K-6 are 

welcome and encouraged to join 

us on Wednesday evenings 

beginning Wednesday October 2, 

from 6:30-7:30 as we learn new 

songs, prepare for the Christmas 

musical, practice ringing bells, 

and continue studying the Bible 

and developing our prayer life. 

(Parents, please bring children into 

Narthex and pick them up from 

the same location)  
 

Save the Date 

The children will present the 

annual Christmas Musical on 

Sunday, December 22! 
 

Sunday School 
On Sundays during the 10:30 

worship, children aged five 

through Sixth Grade are excused 

before the sermon for Sunday 

School in room 24, upstairs off the 

balcony. During October, we will 

read stories of Moses and the 

Israelites from the book of Exodus. 

October’s Bible Memory Verse is: 

“And God said, ‘I will be with 

you.’”  



Thank Yous  and More 

Answered Prayers from the Food 
Pantry 

The people who come to the food pantry 
have been very creative in what they bring 
to take their groceries home. We have seen 
backpacks, duffle bags, baby strollers 
(without the baby), and luggage on wheels. 
The best idea was a 5 gallon bucket. The 
gentleman could sit on it while he was 
waiting in line and also use it to carry home 
his produce and bread.  

One man came and said God had been 
good in providing extra work for him. He also 
told me his son had been saved. Thank you 
Jesus!  

One lady came who has been treated for 
leukemia. She was excited to tell me she is in 
remission. Thank you Jesus! 

One day there were two ladies who came 
with heavy hearts. One lady told me her 
husband was in a medically induced coma. 
Her doctor told her that her husband would 
probably not go home. The other lady told 
me her husband has terminal brain cancer. 

Let’s pray for these and all our food pantry 
friends that their needs would be met. 

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

“A BIG thank you for the awesome backpacks 
that you kindly gifted to us from Greene St. 
church, it is greatly appreciated. Thank you for 
reaching out to us.  

Paula Schmiesing, 
Piqua High School  

 

Susan & Friends, 

Thank you so 
much for the 
backpacks. PCIS 
students are very 
lucky to have 
community 
members who 
care about their 
education. 

Sincerely,  

PCIS Staff & 
Students 

Update from Kim Smith: 

I, Kim Smith, returned to the United States on 
August 22 to apply for my Social Security 
retirement.  I return to Liberia on October 22.  A 
few days before coming I was on our 
indigenous missionary base.  We call it the 
Capemont Base.  It is in Grand Capemont 
County and mostly populated by three resistant 
unreached Muslim tribes.  According to “The 
Joshua Project” statistics, The Vai tribe, of 
138,000 people, are 0.23% evangelical 
Christian, the Gola tribe, of 170,000 people, are 
0.82% evangelical Christian, and the Mende 
tribe, of 2.4 million people, are 1% evangelical 
Christian.  

Our team has been there for about a year.  
They have been going from village to village. 
Some of the villages will allow Christians to be in 
their town but most do not.  We will evangelize, 
disciple and form Bible study groups in the 
villages we are allowed to enter.  Most villages 
have a mixture of the tribes.  Many times, when 
we enter a town and introduce ourselves, the 
town elders will tell us that we are not welcome 
and to leave because they do not want 
Christians in their town.  Often, our team will 
return to the same town and receive the same 
response.  They are resistant.  The question has 
been how do we get in?  Well our Lord has 
shown us the key!  We have learned to, “Give 
them what they want so we can give them 
what they need.”  Every resistant Muslim town 
that we have gone to has said, “No, no, no” 
multiple times. But, if we enter with the right 
“key” the answer is always, “YES, we beg you to 
come!”, even when they know we will teach 
from the Bible. The discovered key is adult 
literacy training.  Most of the adults do not 
know how to read and most of the children 
have not attended school.   



Food and Hunger Team 

During the month of August the food pantry served -  

176 neighbors in need of food assistance 

53 of these individuals were over the age of 60 

59 of these families had children under the age of 18 
 

The food pantry is so thankful for all of the donations received from church members each 

week.  Now that school is back in session, the time families have to prepare lunches and 

dinners is even more constrained.  The Food and Hunger Team would like to suggest a theme 

for donations, similar to what we have done in previous years.  For the month of October we 

would like to suggest donating foods that help families spend less time in the kitchen and more 

time around the dinner table.  Things that have been popular in the past were Hamburger 

Helper, Tuna Helper, Chicken Helper, instant mashed potatoes - you get the idea. You know 

what works for your family - please share those ideas and any foods/mixes if you are donate. 
 

Volunteer Joan Beck 

 

In 2008 Joan Beck found herself retired and recently widowed, 

and wanted to focus her energies on helping others.  At that 

time the pantry was open several days each week but did not 

have as much space, food to offer, or as much support as we 

now enjoy.  She remembers when the extra food was kept on 

shelves located on the stage. She also enjoyed the Old Kitchen 

Shop, which was the food pantry fund raiser at each Christmas 

Market. 
 

Joan has been there to sign people in, stock shelves, help 

individuals make their food selections, and has lined up 

volunteers to work each week.  Though she had to cut back on 

her activities for a while, she is once again signing people in. 

She enjoys talking to individuals who come to the pantry.  She 

finds some who come in are very talkative but others take extra 

time to share what is going on with them. 
 

Joan is very thankful for the continuity that Peggy Moorman brings to the pantry each 

week.  Joan believes that the mission of the pantry is to offer help and guidance, and Peggy 

sharing a focus of prayer with our neighbors is an important part of that mission. 

Changes for The Chimes in 2020 

 

We are going to start publishing The Chimes bimonthly in 2020. This is a yearlong test and we 
encourage everyone to provide feedback.   By doing this we will save money on printing and 
mailing costs.   We utilize our Web Site, email, and Facebook to keep everyone updated on 
Church activities and information far faster than we can get it in the newsletter.   While the 
newsletter will be sent with less frequency, you will receive via the newsletter the same amount of 
content.  

The deadline for sending in articles will still be the 15th of the previous month.   

Thanks! 



1 Susan Hopkins 
2    Jill Weimer 
3    Jace Palmer 
4    Chandler Hite 
7    Jean Heath  
8 Jeff Erbes 
     Lily Stewart 
9 Jim Bennett 
10 Jo Anderson 
  Karley Lacy 
11  Paul Miller 
12  Moriah Farris 
  Mackenzie Grear 
  Mary-Jo Morgan 
13 Nancy Woods 
14 Andy Stilwell 
16   Cale Meckstroth 
     Carris Meckstroth 
 William Monnier 
18 Scarlett Cooper 
 Ken Heath 
     Dorothy Hogston 
20   Don Ruffner 
21 Grace Liette 
23   Jake Slusher 
24 Amy Hartman 
  Owen Larger 
26  Toni Thompson 
27  Jerry Fogt (Sharon) 
 Phil Reimer 
     Melanie Sever  
28 Avery Helman 
 Landon Helman 
 Hannah Kingrey 
     Jenny Pettit 
     Charlie Vosler 
29   Jade Piatt 
     Michelle Underwood 
30   Kay Hardman 

6 Mike & Michelle Taylor       
     Amy & Chris Vosler 
9 George & Kathy Sweetman 
12  Valerie & Steve Mullikin 
13 Jeff & Diana Hall 
16   Beth & Steve Collins 
     Pat & Edna Middleton 
19   Charles & Shirley Sanders 
21 Jim & Kelli Meckstroth                                                                                
24   Rick & Karen Kist 
28   Scott & Renee Helman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greene Street Church Family – Jo Anderson, Ariana Barnhart, 
Edward Eidemiller, Sharon Fitzpatrick, Betty Gary, Peg Hance, 
Nicolas Heath, Ben & Jane Hiser, Becky Kelly, Polly Leasure, Joanne 
& Don Motter, Jim Otey, Harold Pummill, Miriam Robinson, Darrell 
Seas 

Friends and Family of Greene Street–Aaron Anderson 
(Anderson), Marvin, Ashley Robinson, Susanne, Pam Hutson, Barb 
Monnin, Pam Howard (Ash), Rob Bornhorst (Bornhorst), James 
LaChere (Brogden), Madeline Davis (Califf), Wanda Herndon 
(Clark), Gary Johnson, Wayne Fischer, Robert Shafer (Collette), Ron 
Cooper (Cooper), Steve Davis (Davis), Carol (Ellerman), Dan 
Warnning (Elliott), Cindy Grieser, Campling Family (Fogt), Bill Little, 
Ruth White (Frazier), Steve Bryiant (Gaier), Heather and Harper 
(Hall), Aubrey Cox (Heath), Bill & Patsy Weyant, Tracey Clayton, Bob 
Wirrig, Angie Shroyer, Arianna, Gary Root (Helman), Austin Lear, 
Karen Pickler, Charlie Hiser (Hiser), Judy Hatke, Tina, Walker family 
(Hopkins), Elise Cox, MaryJo Morgan (Hudson), Mrs. Moon (Kelly), 
Evan (Kienle), Jennifer Heckman (Luby), Corinne Peltier Kershner & 
family (Monnier), Baby Karalyne, Nancy Maier, Olivia Bartley, Anita 
Martin (Meckstroth), Don Motter Jr. (Motter), Brock Smith (Oakes), 
Joe Henke (Piatt),  Judy Wright, Kevin Hamilton (Pummill), Michelle 
Garber, Jill Hughes, Jennifer Weber, Rick Frantz, Jack Reed, Kayla 
Miller, Robbie Rouse (Seas), Cindy (Stewart), Mike Jess, Marilyn 
Ketrow, Alex (Stilwell), Orleana Leese (Taylor), Kamden Hughes, 
O’Leary family (Taylor & Seas), Darcy Heitzman Guthrie (Woods) 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Ronnie Cooper, Clark Cripe 
(Elliott), Ashtyn Wilson (Frazier), James Riley (Gaier), Jacob North 
(Haver), Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew 
Breisch (Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison, Hannah Kingrey, 
Mary Grimes; Dorothy Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Al Erbes, Rose 
Staley; Lewis Center: Jo Asher; Centerville: Rolland Wagner; 

The Prayer 

Place 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

2 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

3 
6 Girl Scout 

Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

4 5 
Hosting 

8 Lay Servant 
Training  

6 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

2 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

5 p TEEM 

5 p5 p Ch. 5 

7 
6:30 p 

Melody Men 

8 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

9 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

10 
7 Class 

Meeting 

11 12 
8 UMM 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

13 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

14 
6 p Girl Scout 

Leader 
Meeting 

15 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

16 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

17 
6 Girl Scout 

Troop 

7 Class 
Meeting 

18 19 
 

 

 

Wedding  

20 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

21 
 

6 p Daycare 
Staff Meeting 

22 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

23 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

24 
7 Class 

Meeting 

25 
 

 

 

6 Girl Scout 
Overnight 

26 

27 
9 & 10:30 a 

Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

28 29 
1 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p 
Melody Men 

7 Class 
Meeting 

30 
11:30 a Bible 

Study 

6 p Class 
Meeting 

6:30 p Praise 
Team 

Practice 

31 
6-8 p Trunk or 
Treat in the 

Street 

7 Class 
Meeting 
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENT TEAM UPDATE 

Our team continues to focus our efforts on the renovation of the Narthex. We have had discussions with 
members of the congregation as well as amongst the team members. In our last meeting that was held on 
September 17, 2019, our members decided on the best layout to improve our Narthex appearance, 
general usage and cost effectiveness. Our current Capital Campaign Funds are $132,000 with the 
campaign coming to a close at the end of this year 2019. 

Here is what we are currently planning for the Narthex: 1) Add 1 additional bathroom while also renovating 
the existing bathroom. The new bathroom will be located where the current kitchen is located and next to 
the existing bathroom. Both bathrooms will be unisex and have the furnishings that are necessary for child 
care. The kitchen will then be relocated into the library area along the existing bathroom south wall 2) 
Remove the existing drywall that separates the library from the Narthex. This will open the area up while 
looking into the library/conference room as well as the Narthex. We 
will though have a solid wall in front of the bathrooms for privacy 
for entering and exiting. 3) We will be removing some existing tile 
ceilings, plastering where needed, painting, installing new updated 
lighting, relocating/removing door entry's, etc.  

These are some of our thoughts as of today as we move forward in 
making the Narthex a brighter and more enjoyable meeting area. 
Please understand that as we have additional discussions amongst 
BIT members, our congregation and contractors, changes will 
occur. Thank you all for you support and understanding. 

Don Brown, 

Project Leader 


