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Rev. Will Leasure 

 
Our fifth annual backpack drive is over. This year we collected 60 wonderful, sturdy backpacks bringing our total 
donated count to 355! I am so excited to deliver 10-11 backpacks to each of the 
five Piqua City Schools. The schools will keep them and distribute them whenever 
a student is in need. 

Thank you so very much for your generosity. I was in awe on Backpack Blessing 
Sunday as I witnessed nearly every family walking into church carrying backpacks 
to donate. While employed by PCS for sixteen years, I saw a serious need for back 
packs throughout the school year. I knew I could count on Greene Street families 
to meet that need! 

Piqua’s Grace Church helped us with a clothing drive as well. Their congregation 
collected sweatpants, shorts, underwear and socks for the primary school nurses 
and secretaries. These clothes help with the ever present school day accidents! We 
have a large bag to divide between Washington and Springcreek schools. Thank 
you Piqua Grace Church for joining us in helping our school children! 

God Is Good! 

Susan Hopkins 

 

Greene Street Church, 

Thank you so much for the 
generous donation of 
backpacks! We greatly 
appreciate your care and 
support for the children at 
Washington Primary! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Pence and Tracy 
Trogdlon 

Hi- 

Thank you so much for the 
donation of backpacks to 
PCIS. We appreciate your 
kindness & including us in your 
donation. 

Thank you, 
Toni L. Gover 
Admin. Asst. PCIS 



Greetings Greene St. Church, 

By the time you read this we will have crossed over, officially, into that glorious season called Fall.  This is easily 
my favorite season of the year. We get days that are cool, beautiful colors in changing leaves, football is in full 
swing and we know that the holiday season is just around the corner. 

Churches often take the Fall season to think about stewardship.  During the month of October we will be 
working through a sermon series that will be a bit different than most stewardship series.  The series is called 
Gifts of Love and for most of this series we will be thinking about a holistic view of love when it comes to living 
out our lives.  It is out of this love that we learn to be generous with all that we are and have. 

In week one we will hear from one of the more famous teachings of Jesus from Mark 12:28-34. In this passage 
Jesus names the greater commandment, that being to love God and love neighbor.  At the end of that passage a 
scribe affirms Jesus in his teaching that indeed to love God and love neighbor are more important than any 
offering or sacrifice. Verse 34 says that, “When Jesus saw that the scribe answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You 
are not far from the Kingdom of God.’” What is interesting is the last half of that verse, it says that after Jesus’ 
response, no one dared to ask him any question.  Why was this teaching a mic drop moment for Jesus? I’m 
looking forward to digging into this passage. 

Yes, we will take a look at one of the classic giving texts, the story of the poor widow in Mark 12.  And yes, we 
will hear a call to give sacrificially. The second week of this series we will explore the poor widow and how giving 
out of our wealth is good, but giving sacrificially is what we are called to do. 

In week three we’ll jump over to the book of Hebrews.  Specifically we will look at Hebrews 10:11-25. We don’t 
often spend time in this book.  Hebrews has a feel to it that is distinct. In this passage we will be challenged to 
respond to the sacrificial love of Christ, as well as being invited to encourage one another in love when we 
gather as a church. 

The final week of this series we will hear from another seldom explored New Testament book, Revelation.  Over 
time there have been many poor interpretations offered about this book. While we won’t get into much of that 
on this week, we will explore how Revelation names that we are a part of the kingdom of God which is now and 
not yet.  During the service this week 
we will be invited to bring forward 
commitment cards for how we intend 
to leverage our resources for God’s 
kingdom over the coming year. I look 
forward to working through this sermon 
series with you! 

 

Peace, 

 

 
Will Leasure 

Lead Pastor, Greene St. UMC 



 
Wednesday Night Ministries 

Children in grades K-6 are welcome and 
encouraged to join us on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30-7:30 as we prepare for 
the Christmas musical, practice other 
songs and bells, and develop our prayer 
life using stations and activities.  Parents, 
please bring your children into the 
Narthex to sign in and sign out. 

 
Save the Date:  Christmas Musical and 
Birthday Party for Jesus Sunday 
December 16th! 

 
 
 
Children’s Sunday School 

On Sundays during the 10:30 worship, 
children aged five through Sixth Grade 
are excused before the sermon for 
Sunday School in rooms 23 and 24, 
upstairs off the balcony. During October 
we will continue our theme of families by 
reading stories about Esau and Jacob; 
Joseph and his brothers from Genesis; the 
birth of Moses from Exodus; and the story 
of Mary and Martha from Luke. 

October’s Bible memory verse is: “Look at 
how good and pleasing it is when families 
live together as one.’” (Psalm 133:1) 

 

 

Ministries for Children 
Third Grade Bibles 

Six of our Third Grade students received their Bibles during 
worship on September 16th. Pictured are Jillian Boyd, Tristyn 
Frazier, Mackenzie Grear, Haylee Meckstroth, Griffin Reimer, 
and Adalynne Shawler. 

 
Trunk or Treat… In the Street! 

Our largest outreach event of the year will take place on 
Tuesday, October 30, when Greene Street hosts our annual 
Trunk or Treat.  You are invited to decorate your car trunk or 
truck bed for Halloween, dress in costume (or warm 
clothes ;)  and join us on Caldwell St. where the street will be 
blocked off and costumed children will go from vehicle to 
vehicle begging for candy!  We will again provide hot dogs and 
a campfire as well. 

Last year we treated over 700 children!  We couldn’t have done 
that without the help of our loving and generous church 
family!  If you would like to donate a bag or two of goodies it 
would be greatly appreciated.  You may leave your 
contribution in the Narthex or collection station. In case of rain 
we will move indoors to the hallway outside the church office. 

Thank you to the following volunteers who lovingly teach our 
children on Sunday mornings: 

 October Sunday School Teachers 

Oct 7 Susan Hopkins Barb Hudson 

Oct 14  Barb Hudson 

Oct 21 Barb Hudson Lindsay Lambert 

Oct 28 Barb Hudson Mike Taylor 

   



 Answered Prayers from the 
Food Pantry 

We have had more people than 
ever come to the food pantry. We 
are grateful for the donations 
from Krogers. 

One friend came and said how 
grateful she was that her children 
were off drugs. We have been 
praying for quite a while, but God 
has answered. 

Several people have asked that we 
pray for the people affected by the 
hurricane on the east coast. Please 
be in prayer for those who have 
lost their homes. 

There are many needs and prayer 
requests: health, jobs, 
reconciliation of families and 
prayer for those addicted to drugs. 

We know that God is the God of 
the impossible. Let us pray and 
trust that He is working on behalf 
of our friends.  

Peggy Moorman, CLM 

Update from Kim Smith 

Exciting times!  Today we sent out two teams.  One to Ivory Coast and 
one to Capemont County in Liberia. 

In August I visited two unreached Muslim tribes, the Vai and Gola, in 
Capemont County.  Today we sent our first missionary team to go to 
them.  They will stay about 10 days doing assessment. Their housing, 
currently a chicken coop, and the school need to be renovated.  They will 
determine what needs to be done and assign a construction team to do 
the work. 

Upon their return they will live on our base for deeper specific training 
until the renovations are completed.  They will then move to Capemont 
County and establish a school among the Vai and Gola people.  The 
children of the Vai and Gola will attend our school.  The tribal chieftains 
have already agreed that we can teach them about the Bible and 
Jesus.  We will also be teaching in their villages literacy using the scripture 
as their reader.  Please keep this team in your prayers. 

Below is the team.  We  prayed that our Lord would lead the missionary 
team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second team, below, left today for Ivory Coast.  They are scouting 
out the land.  We are praying and looking for a place to establish a 
base.  Our desire is to train missionary teams to go to the unreached of 
Ivory Coast.  The nation has 7.3 million people living in 36 unreached 
people groups.  We, His church, have been commanded to go unto all the 
earth with the Gospel.  

  Our Children harvesting coconut from the tree we 
  planted.  

 

Forever Young Luncheon 

A special guest will be speaking about 
one of his favorite topics on Tuesday, 
October 16th at the Forever Young 
Luncheon. Our own pastor, Will 
Leasure, will be sharing his knowledge 
and his interest in Bob Dylan. Come 
and find out why Rev. Will frequently 
refers to this poet, singer, song writer, 
and for some—”the guru of rock ‘n’ 
roll” in his sermons. The lunch will start 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Wall/Wesleyan 
Room, and the program will follow. 
Please bring a dish to share. If you plan 
to attend, please notify the office by 
Monday, October 15th.  



Food and Hunger Team 

The number of families served continues to grow.  We said the same thing last month, but it is true again this 
month.  The Greene Street Food Pantry served a total of 235 during August, with 25 of those neighbors coming to 
the pantry for the first time.   Of the total number served, the breakdown is: 

Number of seniors served: 72 (11 have minor children to feed) 

Number served 18-59 years: 163 (69 have minor children to feed)  

 

September is Hunger Action Month and all across the nation Americans can 
stand together to fight hunger! 

Hunger Action Month was established in 2008 and reminds us of the very real 
problem of hunger in our country. There are 41,204,000 hungry people in 
America!   No one should go hungry. 

Hunger Action Month is an opportunity for all of us to spread the word 
about hunger, take action and dedicate ourselves to a solution. 

 

THANKS go to the many volunteers who donate so generously of their time and resources.   

Joan Beck    Nancy Brogden   Betty Clark    Dick Clark 

Pat Helman   Becky Kelly     Peggy Moorman   Mary Pummel 

Marj Stilwell 

 

Community Help Needed 

Westminster Presbyterian Church is asking for assistance with their monthly community meal, “God’s Table”.  The 
meal is made available to anyone in the community and is offered on the third Saturday of each month. 

If you have a few hours to spare on October 20th, come to the church at 325 West Ash Street at 9:30 a.m. to help 
set tables and prep food, stay for lunch and conversation with friends and neighbors.  If time allows, stay and help 
with clearing tables. Call the church office at 937-773-0564 to let them know you are coming. 

If you cannot come in October, they would love help in future months. 

Second Grade Luncheon 
The Sunday School Class in the Basement is heading up the Second Grade 
Luncheon again this year!  On Thursday, October 18th Second Grade students 
and staff from Washington Elementary will be joining us for lunch following 
their field trip to the Victoria Theatre.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our 
church to connect with children from our community!   

We could use some help pulling this off!   Would you be willing to share your 
time and talents?  Here's how you can help!   

10/17 - Set up at 6pm until finished (about an hour)  

10/18 - Serve and clean up beginning at 1:00 until clean up is 
finished 

Not available those dates?  You could help by baking cookies 
(no nuts, please)  Cookies need to be at the church by the 
morning of the 18th. 

Let us know how you would like to help by call the church 
office (Ext. 10). 



Thank you ‘s 

1 Susan Hopkins 
2    Jill Weimer 
3    Jace Palmer 
4    Chandler Hite 
7    Jean Heath  
8 Jeff Erbes 
     Lily Stewart 
9 Jim Bennett 
     Chuck Woods   
10 Jo Reed 
11 Paul Miller 
12  Moriah Farris 
  Mackenzie Grear 
  Mary-Jo Morgan 
13 Nancy Woods 
14 Andy Stilwell 
16   Cale Meckstroth 
     Carris Meckstroth 
 William Monnier 
18 Scarlett Cooper 
 Ken Heath 
     Dorothy Hogston 
20   Don Ruffner 
21 Grace Liette 
23   Jake Slusher 
24 Amy Hartman 
  Owen Larger 
26  Toni Thompson 
27  Jerry Fogt (Sharon) 
 Phil Reimer 
     Melanie Sever  
28 Avery Helman 
 Landon Helman 
 Hannah Kingrey 
     Jenny Pettit 
     Charlie Vosler 
29   Jade Piatt 
     Michelle Underwood 
30   Kay Hardman 
 
 
 
 
6 Mike & Michelle Taylor       
     Amy & Chris Vosler 
9 George & Kathy Sweetman 
12  Valerie & Steve Mullikin 
13 Jeff & Diana Hall 
16   Beth & Steve Collins 
     Pat & Edna Middleton 
19   Charles & Shirley Sanders 
21 Jim & Kelli Meckstroth                                                                                
24   Rick & Karen Kist 
28   Scott & Renee Helman 

October Birthdays and 

Anniversaries  

Greene Street Church Family –Linda Carter, Robyn Cooper, 
Edward Eidemiller, Ben & Jane Hiser, Becky & Gary Kelly, Don 
Motter,  Jim Otey, Darrell Seas, Bruce Whited, Chuck Woods 

Friends and Family of Greene Street– Marilyn, Marvin, Ashley 
Robinson, Judy Smith, Diane and Jim (Ash), Vern Hunt (Brown), Joe 
Teach (Califf), Joyce Monnin, Larry Davis (Clark), Gary Johnson 
(Collette), Megan Cooper (Cooper), Resler family, Brantley, Sandra 
Sanders and Family, Killian & Kim (daycare), Dean Kerns (Elliott), 
Vivian Rayburn (Food Pantry), Phil Edwards, Bill Little (Frazier), 
Jerry Clark (Gaier), Bruce Marshall (Hardman), Bill & Patsy Weyant, 
Jim Burton, Angie Eller, David Helman, Tracey Clayton, Bob Wirrig, 
Jackie Thompson, Jerry Schleinitz, Gary Root, Johnny Hitchcock 
(Helman), Michael Davis (Hiser), Steve James, Ana (Hopkins), Steve 
Boone (Hudson), Megan, Susan (Kienle), Jake Smith (Motter), David 
Black (Preston), Lois Dale, John Dale (Linda Price), Mike Jess, 
Jennifer Bragg, Marilyn Ketrow, Jayli, Connor, Hannah & Genevieve 
Haren, Betty Patty, Sue Smith (Stilwell), Paul Deppen (Sweetman) 

Military - Charlie Califf, Jed Cooper, Clark Cripe (Elliott), James Riley 
(Gaier), Ben Datu (and family in Japan) (Mullikin), Devon Parshall, 
Brian Pummill, Joseph Sherman (Shellenberg), Matthew Breisch 
(Stewart), Dalton Ketrow (Stilwell), Dasch Underwood 

Care Facilities - Garbry Ridge: Nancy Callison; Spring Meade: 
Martha Fraley; Lincoln Park Manor: Margie Trimmer; Dorothy 
Love: Ruth Brush; Story Point: Al Erbes; Piqua Manor: Jim 
Whetstone 

 

We pray God’s comfort to be with: 

We pray God’s comfort to be with Don and Joanne Motter and 
family upon the death of his brother Larry on August 30, 2018. 

The Prayer 

Place 

From Robyn & Ron Cooper—Thank you for prayers, meals and 
support during surgery and recovery. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

2 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

 

6:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

3 

12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Wed. 
Night Ministries 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

4 

 

 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

5 6 

7 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

8 

 

 

7 p Girl Scout 
Leader Meeting 

9 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

 

6:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

10 

12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Wed. 
Night Ministries 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

11 

 

 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

12 13 

14 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

15 16 

11:30 a Forever 
Young 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

6:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

17 

12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Wed. 
Night Ministries 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

18 

 

 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

19 20 

 

8 a United 
Methodist Men 

21 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

22 

 

 

6 p Child Care 
Staff Meeting 

23 

 

6:30 p Melody 
Men 

 

6:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

24 

12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Wed. 
Night Ministries 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 

25 

9 a Newsletter 
Folding 

 

6 p Girl Scout 
Troop 

 

26 27 

 

1 p Girl Scout 
Event 

28 

9 & 10:30 a 
Worship  

5 p TEEM 

5 p Ch. 5 
Rebroadcast 

29 30 

5:30 p Alpha 
Center  

 

31 

12 p Disciple 
Bible Study 

6:30 p Wed. 
Night Ministries 

6:30 p Praise 
Team Practice 
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